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DUE TO STOCK SHORTAGES, THERE HAVE BEEN DELAYS IN THE PRODUCTION OF THE DAEDALUS FLYER.
PLEASE KNOW WE ARE CONTINUING TO WORK TO PROVIDE A TIMELY MAGAZINE DELIVERY. WE APOLOGIZE
FOR THIS INCONVENIENCE AND APPRECIATE YOUR PATIENCE.
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ON THE BACK

An F-35C Lightning II assigned to the “Black Knights”
of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 314
launches from the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). The Abraham Lincoln
Carrier Strike Group is on a scheduled deployment
in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations to enhance
interoperability through alliances and partnerships
while serving as a ready-response force in support
of a free and open Indo-Pacific region. U.S. Navy
photo/Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class
Michael Singley

SPRING ISSUE CORRECTIONS

On page 78, retired Air Force Col. Phil Goodwin’s flight
hours were misleading. To clarify, “He accumulated more
than 7,000 flight hours, including more than 4,000 flight
hours in fighter aircraft (primarily the F-105) and more than
2,000 hours in transport aircraft (primarily the C-141).”

ACTIVATE YOUR MEMBER PORTAL TODAY
EMAIL MEMBERSHIP@DAEDALIANS.ORG
4

Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

WE THANK OUR
SPONSORS

Reunions
UNITED SNAKES OF LAREDO 50TH REUNION,
LAREDO AFB, UPT CLASS 74-02

WHEN: Sept. 18-20 or 25-27, still finalizing
WHERE: Las Vegas, Nevada
INCLUDES: Classmates, friends, IP’s and others interested in this once in a lifetime get together
POC: Fred Harsany, fharsany@gmail.com
ADDITIONAL: Join the Facebook group for details, Class 74-02 Laredo

COLUMBUS AFB UPT 50TH REUNION CLASS 71-06

WHEN: Oct. 14-16, 2022
WHERE: Columbus, MS
POC: Ben Fallin and Scott Hein
ADDITIONAL: To be added to the mailing list, email benfallin@live.com or call 575-770-9871

UPT CLASS 75-05 REUNION

WHEN: TBD
WHERE: Columbus AFB, MS
POC: Jack Merriken
ADDITIONAL: If interested in attending, email jwmerriken@aol.com or call 603-560-2395
To have a reunion published in the Flyer, send applicable details to
communications@daedalians.org.

Did something you read in the Flyer jog a memory that you wish to share with
National Headquarters and your fellow readers? Looking for a place to share your
aviation stories with like-minded individuals? We want to hear from you and
share your commentary in the next edition of the magazine!
Send your input via:
communications@daedalians.org.
Daedalians Attn: Autumn Bernhard
P.O. Box 249, JBSA-Randolph, TX 78148

MOVING?

Don’t forget to update your
address with us!
We get several Flyers returned
due to members moving and the
forwarding order expired.
Help us keep you on the
subscription list!
Send an email to
communications@daedalians.org
or call 210-945-2111, extension 106.

Daedalian Foundation
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National Commander

T

he Daedalians annual meeting was held in San Antonio
on April 7-8. I especially enjoyed the camaraderie of
the members who attended from across the nation,
plus the excellent reports we heard on achievements
by the flights, headquarters committees and our outstanding
staff. Congratulations to the several flights that won awards.
A special salute goes to Flight Captain Mike Denkler and the
members of Shangri-La Flight from Pensacola for winning
the Doolittle Award as the top flight in the entire Order. Their
enthusiasm and commitment to the missions of advocating,
honoring and inspiring are exemplary. You will find lots more on
the annual meeting elsewhere in this Daedalus Flyer.
In mid-March, I met with 2021’s top flight in category B,
Harley H. Pope Flight of Fayetteville, North Carolina. The
leadership and dedication of Flight Captain Joe Fitzpatrick,
plus the members’ hard work, have won this award for the flight every year from 2015 through
2021. That is an impressive record. Also impressive is a couple I met during my visit. Air Force
Lt. Col. Mark Gilles, a life member of the Daedalians, and his wife, June, have been married
77 years. He flew the B-17 over Europe during WWII on 32 combat missions and continued his
service career to the nation while flying the B-50 and B-47.
We all can be proud that life member and former Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh
III was recently inducted into the Texas Aviation Hall of Fame. Daedalian Board of Directors
Secretary Gary Walston, Foundation Development Manager Robin Lupole, Apollo Flight Captain
Paul Alford, Apollo flight members and I attended. The event was held in Houston’s Lone Star
Flight Museum, which features a marvelous collection of aircraft that are displayed in pristine
condition. Our former National Commander, retired Air Force Lt. Gen. Doug Owens, has served as
CEO of this outstanding museum for nearly six years.
In early May, I represented you as I presented two exceptional aviator awards in California.
The 2021 USMC Exceptional Aviator is Capt. Jacob Coffey, a CV-22 instructor pilot. He was
recognized for his superior performance as an aviator and leader during contingency operations in
Somalia. The 2021 USN Exceptional Aviator Award was presented at North Island to a helicopter
crew who provided life-saving care during a medical evacuation flight during deployed operations
in the Western Pacific. This crew consisted of Lt. Chad Alvarez, Lt. Spencer Jones, Petty Officer
1st Class Riley Driscoll and Helo Aircrewman 2nd Class Cody Scott.
You can be proud of Daedalian efforts to recognize the distinctive achievements of the
courageous aviators who fly in defense of the nation.

Volabamus

Volamus

Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
National Commander
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Foundation Chairman

I

am penning this greeting on the heels of another
successful Daedalians annual meeting held at the
Estancia del Norte Hilton, a couple of miles from the San
Antonio Airport. This venue combined the convenience
of close airport access with no travel away from the site to
accomplish our business. Feedback indicates satisfaction from
those who attended. Combined with a virtual Zoom option for
those who couldn’t travel, my flight cap is off to the staff for
pulling off our event in style! Please see page 9 for a recap.
Among the myriad issues discussed was a re-design of
the Daedalians website with our partner Anderson Marketing.
As the average age of our Order continues to climb, we are
looking at new ways to reach more junior aviators and a fresh,
streamlined look to our most potent internet asset aims to
accomplish this appeal while attracting broader demographics.
This new look includes an easier-to-navigate Daedalian store with new products and less
coordination required to get the items you want (and want to share).
Speaking of reaching out to more aviators, we launched a survey to those who have served
or are currently serving as rated military aviators at the beginning of April. A small committee of
board directors spent time over several weeks composing a small number of questions geared
to determine the value of Daedalian membership. We will spend time digesting the feedback,
comments and suggestions and report back when we figure it out.
While I’m on the topic of outreach, this publication continues to be our flagship communication
and method of conveying content — including stories and articles, Flight PIREPS and other
substance of interest to our members. Again, member feedback has been critical to this success
as we have gone to themed issues in a larger publication with fewer ads. I am excited to report
that we have brainstormed a number of future issues and look forward to filling them with pieces
of interest to you.
Thanks to your generosity, our scholarships and endowments have grown the Foundation’s
total assets from about $4.5 million at the end of 2020 to just over $5.7 million today! This allows
us to continue fulfilling our mission to educate and award competitive aviation scholarships to
deserving youth pursuing military aviation careers! And we have yet to reach our potential to give
back. So, if you know of someone who may fit this category, please see our website and have
them apply through a local flight.
Finally, we are in the early stages of discussing a potential 2023 Las Vegas Airpower
Symposium, though it is still quite early. It will likely be multi-day with many more details to follow
as we flesh it out. Any thoughts or ideas you may have would interest our team and me! Thanks
for all you are doing to perpetuate our Order’s mission, and have a great rest of your summer.
Volabamus

Volamus

Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret)
Foundation Chairman

Daedalian Foundation
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Executive Director

E

xclusivity is the foundation of the Order of Daedalians.
Some call it an organization for those who fly; some
even say it was formed to be a pilot organization.
Daedalians are fortunate to have that history recorded.
In fact, in their member portal, members can read the history
and see the words Founders penned as they expanded the
organization. Our WWI pilots wanted people to remember the
risks, the losses, the actions and the accomplishments of those
who did something so dangerous, so new, that about 25% of
our WWI pilots lost their lives. They desired to be remembered.
They created the Order so that their efforts would not be
forgotten. Each one of our members, whether pilot, navigator
or hereditary, perpetuates those who were first to fly in defense
of our nations. Like the Founder, it is the military rating that
sets this group apart from any other.
Perpetuating the Founders means keeping alive the history, honoring that person who
connects you to the Order of Daedalians. To do this, you need to know your Founder by name
and, if possible, the deeds, service and family. Honor them in some way. Allow others to touch and
see this history in a living way. We owe at least part of who we are to the choices made by older
generations who took risks we may never fully understand. One member recently wrote, “I view
the Daedalians as an important organization focused on preserving the history of military aviation
and the application of that history on present-day issues.”
At Headquarters, members are people, and when they join, they are welcomed, and when
they pass, they are mourned. If you build a great organization, they will join, become active and
connect with others. Everything we do at HQ is set to help that path. If you are a flight leader
or looking to become active with flight leadership, know that HQ is here to help with events,
scholarships, flying training, JROTC medals, awards, civic involvement and even database.
Exclusivity is important to those who perform at elite levels. It’s great to want to gather uniquely
as a group of like-minded professionals with similar accomplishments and levels of competency
that naturally separates this group from the ordinary. When you focus on the selectness of the
Daedalians, remember that what sets Daedalians apart is the tradition to honor the very best of
what the nation had to offer who defended our land in a way no one had ever dared.
It was so great to see people at our annual meeting socializing and sharing best practices.
We’re looking at an event next year with a full Airpower Symposium. We have been busy at HQ,
adding staff members and working to have a new website out by late summer. Our Odyssey
Network, which includes virtual flight meetings, is growing stronger. We have many exciting
speakers coming up you won’t want to miss, so read the Flyer and monthly newsletter to learn
more. On Sept. 26, Air Force Gen. Mark Welsh will be our presenter.
Volabamus

Volamus

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director
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From Headquarters

The Order of Daedalians annual meeting was on April 8 in San Antonio. Flight leaders,
members and staff heard updates from leadership and flights were honored for their
continued hardwork.

ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS, AWARD PRESENATIONS
The Order of the Daedalians annual meeting
was on April 8 in San Antonio at the Estancia
del Norte Hilton. Festivities included a fun-filled
Commander’s Reception, a light breakfast,
followed by an informative annual report and
exciting awards presentation, finishing with a
delicious lunch.
Foundation Chairman, retired Air Force Brig.
Gen. Chad Mankse presented the Col. Loren
and Randy Spencer Recruiting Scholarship
Awards. These are given to the top four flights
that recruit the most new paying members in
one year. This year, there was a tie, resulting
in five flights winning. Winners were: National
Capital Flight 4, Harold L. George Flight 7,
Shangri-La Flight 21, Eagle Flight 39 and
Possum Town Flight 74.
The New Aviator Recruiting Scholarship
Award — presented to the flight that recruits the
most aviator graduates — went to Shangri-La
Flight 21.
National Commander, retired Air Force
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen presented the 2021
Jimmy Doolittle Distinguished Flight Awards.
This award is given to the top flights in each

category based on membership size. Winners
were: Category A, San Diego Flight 13;
Category B, Harley H. Pope Flight 48; Category
C, Frank Lahm Flight 9; and Category D,
Shangri-La Flight 21.
Shangri-La Flight won the Doolittle Award as
the best flight in the entire organization.
The Daedalian Citation of Honor went to
retired Air Force Col. Edward Sheeran for his
hard work at the national level in the JROTC
and DFT programs.

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Prior to the annual meeting, the golf
tournament was played on April 7 at the
Randolph Oaks Golf Course. Two teams played
the select shot format “Old Shaky” tournament,
named for the C-124. Besides selecting the
best shot each time, players had one throw, two
forward tee boxes and three mulligans.
Congratulations to the winning team who
shot a score of 59: Tex Brown, Frank Kapp, Tim
Voss and Justin Fletcher. Second place shot
a score of 65: Ron Butler, Martha Davis and
Phillip Zabriskie.
Daedalian Foundation
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Flight 4
Spencer Scholarship

Flight 7
Spencer Scholarship

Flight 21
Spencer Scholarship

Flight 39
Spencer Scholarship

Flight 74
Spencer Scholarship

Flight 13
Doolittle Category A

Flight 48
Doolittle Category B

Flight 9
Doolittle Category C

Flight 21
Doolittle Category D

Col.
Edward
Sheeran,
USAF (Ret),
Daedalian
Citation of
Honor
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From Headquarters
ANNUAL MEETING TAKEAWAYS

◊ AWARDS — 2020 presentations are complete, and
most of the 2021 selections have been made.
◊ MARKETING — The digital display ad campaign we
ran from Sept. 16, 2021, to Jan. 3, 2022, resulted in 24,000
new users to our website and four new members. But
our return on investment is not worth pursuing another
national campaign.
◊ Headquarters is currently working on a website
redesign, with an expected completion of late summer.
◊ MEMBERSHIP — 76% of our members are over 60
years old, and our overall membership numbers are
down 257 from 2020.
◊ We are taking a look at what we are doing and
how we are operating. We need to define our value of
membership and mission effectiveness. To achieve
this, we have a membership survey with the objective
of getting feedback on how to provide the best value
to members.
◊ We will work to retain our values in a shifting digital
battlefield through our dynamic flights, engaged
marketing committee and energetic staff.
◊ SCHOLARSHIPS — In 2021, we awarded 111 students
$193,500 in scholarships. Eight new scholarships and
flying training endowments were added, bringing our
named account totals to about $85,000 in academic
scholarships and $75,000 for flying training.
◊ DAEDALIAN FLYING TRAINING — 2021 expenditures
totaled $128,230, with the average cost per student (42
reported) to the Foundation as $1,403 and the average
total program cost per student as $3,053. Seventeen
flights participated in DFT, with 38 of the 42 students
soloing. The Foundation will continue its DFT support
established in 2021 — one student at 75%, two students
at 65% and three students at 50%.
◊ ODYSSEY NETWORK — has 250+ members
who range in age from 26 to 91, from lieutenants
to lieutenant generals. The focus is professional
development and career progression through short,
impactful presentations on relevant topics held
virtually via Zoom.
◊ FINANCIALS — While our program and operating
costs increased from 2020, our income for the total
operation also increased. Our net for the operation
(most from endowments) was $496.137. Our 2021
Foundation and Order assets totaled $7,010,138.36.

FOUNDER COIN
SERIES CONTINUES

As you are no doubt aware,
Headquarters has minted and
sold extremely popular Founder’s
coins to commemorate and
reflect on Daedalian heritage.
Only 100 of each are cast to help
drive up demand. The first three
coins representing Founders
Eugene Bullard, Charles D’Olive
and Edgar Tobin sold out within
24 hours.
For our first year of this
series, we worked to select pilots
who held significance to the
Order and aviation community.
For instance, Bullard was the last
Founder member of the Order
identified, D’Olive was the last
ace of WW1 and Tobin was the
first ace of WW1 and a pioneer
of aerial mapping. We hope the
remaining three for this year will
be just as successful.
Our Founder Coin Series will
continue in 2023, so keep an eye
out for which Founders will be
selected.
The fourth featured Founder
in our coin series will be
announced on July 4, 2022.
The coin will go on sale on
July 20 at 12:01 CST.
The coins go fast, so make
sure you stay up-to-date by
following us on
social media and being on
our email distribution list.
To learn more about the
series, visit daedalians.org/
programs/founder_coin_
series_faq.
Daedalian Foundation
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SENIOR LEADERS SPEAKING AT ODYSSEY NETWORK
The Odyssey Network — our virtual chapter
— continues to expand its programming and
will be hosting several exciting presentations
this summer and early fall. We look forward
to welcoming senior leaders with diverse
experiences to share their journeys in military
aviation. These presentations will follow a
webinar model and be managed through
Eventbrite. We will request a donation from
attendees. Please follow digital channels to get
the most up-to-date details. You do not have to
be a Daedalian or Odyssey Network member to
attend these events.

All Daedalians are welcome to join the
Odyssey Network while retaining local flight
membership. Registration is on our website.
Our online engagement forum will be going
live by early summer for those who have
already registered. We will be working on
expanding virtual participation opportunities in
the coming months using this platform. We will
share additional information via email as we
progress. Ms. Taylor Watson will be managing
the Odyssey Network and can be reached
at odyssey@daedalians.org for questions,
comments or discussion.

COL. (DR.) EILEEN BJORKMAN, USAF (RET)
THURSDAY, JUNE 23 @ 1900 CDT

Dr. Eileen Bjorkman currently serves as the Executive Director, Air Force
Test Center, Edwards Air Force Base, California. She has extensive
authority for the management and program execution of the AFTC’s
mission to research, develop, test and evaluate aerospace systems
from initial concept to deployment. She had a nearly 30-year active-duty
career in the Air Force, serving as a flight test engineer, instructor and test
squadron commander with more than 700 hours in more than 25 aircraft
as a senior non-rated aircrew member. She retired from active duty as
the Chief of the Modeling and Simulation Policy Division, Warfighter Systems Integration and
Deployment.
Our discussion will explore highlights of her flight-testing career, her experiences as a test
squadron commander, how opportunities for women in aviation have evolved and how to cultivate
a passion for aviation in youth.

CAPT GREG “CHASER” KEITHLEY, USN (RET)
LATE JULY, DETAILS TBA ON OUR WEBSITE

CAPT Greg Keithley currently serves as the Executive Director of the
Tailhook Association. After high school, he enlisted in the Navy and, over
a 31-year active-duty career, attained bachelor’s and master’s degrees,
earned his wings of gold and flew F-14 and F/A-18 fighter aircraft. He
is a graduate of the TOPGUN training program, has served as a tactics
instructor, completed five combat deployments and served as a squadron
and wing commander.
Keithley will be briefing us on his experiences serving as a technical
advisor for the recently released film “Top Gun: Maverick.” Reflecting on his career progression,
we will also be exploring effective mentorship within the military aviation community.
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From Headquarters
LT. GEN. S. CLINTON HINOTE, USAF
TUESDAY, AUG. 23 @ 1830 CDT

Lt. Gen. S. Clinton Hinote is the Deputy Chief of Staff for Air Force Futures,
Headquarters, United States Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia.
In this role, he is responsible for representing the voice of tomorrow’s
airmen and leading the Air Force Futures team in developing strategy
and concepts and manifesting an integrated future force design that will
empower airmen with the operational capabilities required to fight and win.
A graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, after earning a master’s degree
in public policy from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, he
earned his wings and completed F-16 training. He is a command pilot with more than 2,000 flight
hours and 240 combat hours.
Our discussion will reflect on Hinote’s combat experiences with Operations Northern and Southern
Watch and the role autonomous flight will play in future combat operations.

BRIG. GEN. RICO APONTE, USAFR (RET)
MONDAY, SEPT. 19 @ 1900 CDT

Brig. Gen. Rico Aponte was the first Hispanic director, J-7 of the United
States Southern Command, located in Miami, Florida. He retired as the
Director of Innovation and Experimentation, United States Southern
Command and currently serves on the Hispanic Veterans Leadership
Alliance board. A native of Puerto Rico, he commissioned through the
ROTC program at the University of Puerto Rico and has operationally
flown the F-111F/D, O2-A and T-38 aircraft. He had diverse assignments
throughout his career, including a tour as the Spanish language narrator for
the U.S. Air Force Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds.
In honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month, we will conduct a Q&A session exploring Aponte’s
career experiences and discuss unique opportunities provided through joint assignments and
service in the Air Force Reserve.

GEN. MARK WELSH, USAF (RET)
MONDAY, SEPT. 26 @ 1600 CDT

Gen. Mark Welsh retired after serving as the 20th Chief of Staff of the
United States Air Force, serving as the senior uniformed Air Force officer
responsible for the organization, training and equipping of 664,000 activeduty, Guard, Reserve and civilian forces serving in the United States and
overseas. He is currently the Bush School of Government and Public
Service Dean, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. He was a
rated command pilot with extensive flying experience in fighter aircraft,
including the A-10 and F-16, and commanded at the squadron, group and
wing level before progressing to more senior leadership roles.
We are privileged to host Welsh in celebration of the 75th anniversary of the United States Air
Force and explore honoring and upholding the legacy of our nation’s airmen today.
Daedalian Foundation
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NEW DAEDALIAN MERCH!
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# 1 — We Flew We Fly
Tee Shirt, $35.65
# 2 — New material,
short-sleeve polo in
Daedalian gold or green,
$44.65
# 3 — Plane White Tee
Shirt, $35.65
# 4 — Koozie, $12.80
# 5 — Insulated Water
Bottle, $33.65
# 6 — Aviate Tee Shirt ,
$35.65
# 7 — New material,
long-sleeve polo in
Daedalian gold or green,
$54.65
# 8 — Mustache Tee
Shirt, $35.65
# 9 — Daedalian Shorts,
$42.65
# 10 — Tech Travel
Bundle, $12.80
# 11 — Daedalian Sticker,
$6.53
# 12 — Trucker Hat,
$45.65
# 13 — Dog Bandana,
$12.80
# 14 — Playing Cards,
$12.80
# 15 — Hoodie, $55.10

12

13
14

15

GET YOURS TODAY AT
daedalians.org/daedalian-store
Daedalian Foundation
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Pacific Shift

Past Pacific
Successes
With Modern
Applications

T

“

How
exploiting
geography
could be
the answer
to China’s
island
dominance

BY: 1ST LT. NICK NOWLAND, USAF

Perputuating Founder Stanley Nowlen

he history of the world for the next thousand years will be
written in the Pacific.” Gen. Douglas MacArthur proclaimed
this statement at a press conference in 1945 during the
massive World War Two Battle of Leyte Gulf. MacArthur was
in fine spirits because he was at the head of the enormous
United States and Australian force that enabled him to honor
his promise to return to the Philippines finally. His famous
words, “I will return,” with a heavy focus on the “I” portion
of the statement, were now being fulfilled by a massive
amphibious force that represented years of combat and Allied
force build-up in the Pacific Theater.
Now, 21st century America once again faces a strategic challenge in the Pacific, this time from
the Chinese. Still, the U.S. no longer has the military numbers or capabilities she once possessed.
She can no longer marshal fleets of hundreds of vessels in the Pacific, nor is she willing to pay the
butcher’s bill that accompanied her previous island-hopping campaigns. However, as Mark Twain
may have said, “History does not repeat itself, but it certainly rhymes.” While the military continues
to formulate strategies for countering the Chinese in the Pacific, there is value in looking to the
U.S.’ WWII strategy in hopes of gleaning lessons for the future.
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SOUTH CHINA SEA
War with China could
involve conflict worldwide,
but this article focuses on
the South China Sea. This
expanse of water lies to the
south of China and borders
a multitude of
nations, including the
Philippines, Vietnam
and Malaysia. All
these nations claim
portions of the sea,
with its many islands,
fishing grounds and
potential natural gas
deposits. China has
claimed the lion’s
share and forcefully
supports this claim by
ramming, boarding,
and otherwise
harassing other
nations’ vessels in the
area. The Chinese
employ navy and
coast guard ships that
work in conjunction
with large fleets of
para-military fishing
vessels to bully other
nations’ commercial
and fishing fleets.
Occasionally, these
Chinese fishermen venture
as far away as the western
coast of South America to
rape foreign fishing grounds.
The Chinese seem intent
on ensuring that future
generations of humans will
know about wild fish only
through history books.
To further support their

claims to the South China
Sea, the Chinese dredged up
the ocean floor and turned
three atolls in the Spratly
Islands chain into artificial
islands. The Spratly Islands
are a major archipelago at the
southern center of the South

on contested land and now
use these to project economic,
political and military force into
the area. Equipped with radars
and sensors, the Chinese can
monitor aerial and nautical
activity in the region while their
civilian vessels violate other
countries’ territorial
waters and harass their
ships in the secure
knowledge that they
are backed by Chinese
military forces on these
islands. Civilian and
military ships can also
dock at the islands to
refuel and resupply.
Moreover, these islands
undermine the U.S.’
promise to support and
defend her allies in the
region. The Chinese
bases support their
claim that they are
the main power in the
region, and no transit
of U.S. Navy vessels
is going to change this
status quo.
If America goes to
war with China, these
islands will give the
EncyclopædiaBritannica, Inc.
Chinese an absolute
China Sea, roughly equidistant
advantage. The U.S.
between the Philippines to
does not have the requisite
the east and Vietnam to the
aircraft or vessels in the region
west. During the 2010s, the
to defeat the forces on these
Chinese built military bases
islands. Thus, the opening
on these islands, complete
weeks of any conflict with
with runways, aircraft hangars, the Chinese would see them
surface-to-air missiles
dominate this entire region
(SAMs), anti-ship missiles and and effectively block the U.S.
radars. They have essentially
from projecting force in the
constructed three fortresses
South China Sea. Moreover,
Daedalian Foundation
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the Chinese have hardened
many of the structures on the
islands, and this, coupled with
anti-missile weapons, would
stop some of the munitions
the U.S. would employ against
these bases. Thus, these
islands could absorb a large
amount of punishment from
missiles and bombs, munitions
that would have to be launched
from long range and are in
limited supply. The U.S. would
probably employ a significant
amount of Tomahawk Cruise
Missiles from submarines,
but these launches would
put these valuable boats at
risk of being discovered and
exhaust their missile stores,
which would be hard to
replace quickly. Every munition
expended against a base is
one less weapon that could be
employed against a plethora of
other targets. Thus, disabling
these islands is possible but
not probable, especially in
the early stages of a war with
China.

ISLAND ADVANTAGE

Let us not lose hope,
though. The good thing
about an island is it cannot
be moved, but the bad thing
about an island is it cannot
be moved. While it would be
foolish to disregard the threat
the islands pose to U.S. forces
in a war, this author believes
these islands present the
U.S. with an opportunity, one
our forefathers exploited.
MacArthur was faced with
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a similar challenge in 1942.
Having narrowly escaped
Corregidor, the U.S.’ last
bastion against the Japanese
invasion of the Philippines,
he arrived in Australia in a PT
boat. He had the unenviable
job of looking north and
watching Japanese forces
storm across the South Pacific.
The Japanese established
bases across the Solomons
and Papua New Guinea,
island chains that threatened
Australia with invasion, and
created a defensive ring
around the Japanese’ newlyconquered empire. Anchoring
these dispersed positions were
major resupply bases such
as Truk and Rabaul. These
massive sites bristled with
anti-air guns, shore batteries,
aircraft and ships.
Faced with these daunting
defenses and aware of his
limited resources due to
U.S.’ “Europe First” strategy,
MacArthur, along with Adm.
Chester Nimitz, embraced
a strategy that ultimately
infuriated Japanese leadership.
Just as practitioners of the
Japanese martial art of Aikido
seek to use their opponent’s
strength against them, so did
MacArthur use his enemy’s
island bastions against him.
Instead of attacking the major
Japanese bases directly, he
attacked smaller outposts and
positions where the Japanese
were weaker. Once he had
reduced the less significant
Japanese positions, he could
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flank the major bases and rely
on aircraft and subs to sink
any ships bringing supplies to
these islands, thus isolating
these bastions.
An excellent example of
this strategy was the Allied
campaign to reduce Rabaul,
codenamed Operation
Cartwheel. Rabaul was a
well-defended and heavilygarrisoned Japanese base in
New Britain, East of Papua
New Guinea, roughly 1,000
miles North East of Australia.
MacArthur advanced up Papua
New Guinea to the west, while
Nimitz pushed up the Solomon
Islands and Bougainville to
the Southeast. U.S. aircraft
took off from airfields east and
west of Rabaul and, along
with subs, severed the island’s
lines of communication and
supply, isolating it. What had
looked like an impregnable
island fortress in 1942 looked
like a prison by early 1944.
Constantly bombed, low on
supplies and with all their
aircraft destroyed, some
Japanese service members
tried to flee the island by
ship, only to end up as easy
prey for Allied aircraft or
subs. But Rabaul was only
one example, and the Allies
perfected this strategy as the
war progressed, using each
captured island as a stepping
stone for aircraft to soften
up the next island target and
extend their ability to isolate
Japanese bases.
Although the Japanese
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had some of the hardestfighting soldiers of WWII, this
advantage was useless when
Japanese service members
were trapped and left to
starve on islands across the
Pacific. The U.S. primarily
accomplished this with aircraft
and naval assets, and this
strategy could work in a
future war with China. The
Chinese will seek to retain
control of their bases in the
Spratly Islands and will need
to keep them reinforced, fed
and fueled via ships. This
logistical vulnerability provides
the U.S. with an opportunity:
the U.S. should keep enough
pressure on the bases to force
the Chinese to reinforce the
islands with as many men,
aircraft and ships as possible
and then turn the islands into
a trap. Using aircraft, subs and
ships, the U.S. could sink the
vessels resupplying the islands
and turn their large garrisons
into seething masses of hungry
and thirsty men.

THE FIGHT TODAY

Although long-range radar
and advanced SAMs would
complicate U.S. aerial efforts
in the South China Sea, future
long-range conventional and
hypersonic anti-ship missiles
could provide sea-skimming
U.S. aircraft the weapons they
need to destroy Chinese ships
while staying outside the range
of enemy anti-air defenses.
Unlike in WWII, the U.S. does
not have to launch an entire

squadron of torpedo bombers
to ensure the destruction
of an enemy capital ship or
supply convoy. Instead, small
numbers of aircraft, launching
from multiple locations, can
launch precision munitions
at long-range to achieve the
same effect.
Moreover, as the war in
Ukraine has proved, small
unmanned aircraft systems
(SUAS) are incredibly useful
and surprisingly resilient
while operating in dense
integrated air defenses (IADs).
Subs could transport small
special operations teams
into the South China Sea to
infiltrate any of the hundred
atolls, cays and reefs that
comprise the Spratly Islands.
These operators could then
launch SUAS for targeting
missions in shipping lanes,
providing shore, aircraft
or ship-launched anti-ship
missiles with coordinates;
they could also act as suicide
drones. Suppose these special
operations teams could also
carry some form of future manportable, short-range, shorelaunched anti-ship missile. In
that case, they could do even
more damage and further
complicate the decision matrix
of Chinese ships forced
to operate in and around
nebulous threat rings. Small,
dispersed, special operations
actions could add significantly
to the fog and friction of the
Chinese war effort in the South
China Sea.

Meanwhile, U.S. electronic
warfare operations would strive
to blind or hamper the Chinese
bases’ abilities to engage
oncoming missiles and cripple
the islands’ usefulness as
sensor sites. Partially blinded,
the Chinese bases’ advanced
geographical positions would
suddenly become weaknesses
instead of strengths, as their
locations would leave them
exposed to attack from multiple
directions. If the Chinese
sought to retreat from these
islands, U.S. air or sub-assets
could pick off these ships as
they sailed north towards the
Chinese mainland. Why waste
munitions when one can let the
sea swallow our enemies?
The fight for the Spratly
Islands bases would be just
one facet of a much larger war.
However, as you see here, the
U.S.’ past war in the Pacific
contained many of the same
challenges she faces right
now. Although satellites, longrange SAMs and hypersonic
research, just to name a few
technologies, would make a
future war more complicated
and challenging, one should
not dismiss the U.S. military’s
past combined joint arms
experiences simply because
of technological advances.
Geography is still one of the
main factors in any war in the
South China Sea, and if we
can exploit geography in an
effective manner, perhaps we
can contain Chinese autocracy
to the Middle Kingdom.
Daedalian Foundation
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North Korea:
Then & Now
BY: COL. PATRICK CURTIS, USAF (RET)

Perputuating Founder Marvin K. Curtis

AND PETER D. LENNON

Federal Government, Retired

W

hen Granite
State
Flight 53
Daedalian
retired Air
Force Col.
Patrick Curtis was briefed in
1999 that, as a captain and
Aircraft Commander, he would
be the first American military
pilot to fly a C-130 Hercules
into Pyongyang Sunan
International Airport in North
Korea, he was sobered by the
warning emblazoned on the
top of his aeronautical chart:
“Aircraft infringing upon non
free flying territory may be fired
upon without warning.”
Today’s flight charts for
North Korea likely carry similar
warnings.
“My first reaction upon
hearing about the mission was
to talk to our unit intelligence
officer and to get smart on the
history of that country from the
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Latest
rumblings
bring back
unique
memories
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North Korean perspective,”
Curtis said. “My second
thought was to put the threat
out of mind until just before
we entered North Korean
airspace.”
In February, Curtis,
who lives in Exeter, New
Hampshire, recounted his trip
in a detailed briefing to the
New Hampshire/Maine Flight.
“Our call out to the sector
air traffic controller in North
Korea was met with radio
silence for an ominously long
period of time,” he said. “We
spent an ‘interesting’ few
minutes that seemed like hours
before the controller finally
came up on the net.”
Even as far back as 1995,
the U.S. Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA) stated that North
Korea — known officially
as the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) —
fielded “one of the world’s most
dense air defense networks.”
In October 2021, DIA’s most
current North Korea Military
Power edition stated that
Pyongyang still “has one of the
most dense concentrations of
antiaircraft artillery (AAA) in the
world.”
The very same airport that
Curtis flew into was again in
the news earlier this year as
the reported launching site for
two short-range ballistic missile
tests that prompted swift
criticism of North Korea by the

United States, South Korea
and Japan.
Then, as now, North Korea
periodically launches missiles
to remind the rest of Asia and
the world of its potential to
challenge its adversaries. In
this way, it also tries to extract
diplomatic concessions and
economic and food assistance.
In fact, North Korea’s missile
and nuclear weapons
development programs in the
1990s were why Curtis and his
crew were winging their way
to Pyongyang, North Korea’s
capital.
Curtis’s C-130E carried an
expert team of 25 inspectors
from the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA)
— the Defense Department’s
nuclear detectives. The agency
was charged with monitoring
the DPRK’s compliance with
a 1994 denuclearization
deal. In exchange for energy
assistance, North Korea
agreed to end its production of
nuclear bomb-making material
and, eventually, its atomic
weapons program.
Five years later, the
American team was flying to
North Korea to find what some
U.S. intelligence agencies
thought was a secret facility
that violated that agreement,
according to a 2019 National
Public Radio report by Joel
Wit, the U.S. State Department
official who led the inspectors.

Curtis’ six-person crew was
even ordered to wear civilian
clothes while flying their
aircraft on the two-hour, 776
nautical mile flight from Yokota
Air Base (RJTY) in Japan to
keep the mission low-profile
as requested by the North
Koreans.
Curtis described the aircrew
as “six nondescript guys in a
gray airplane.”
“To prove we were in the
DPRK, we took a photo of
all of us on the wing with the
airport sign in the background,”
he said.
The C-130 was stripped
of any cryptological and
other sensitive equipment
before takeoff to prevent any
compromise of American
military secrets. As another
safeguard, once on the ground
in the DPRK, the crew taped
shut the aircraft’s doors and
then signed their names
across the tape to make it
more difficult to hide any
intrusion.
“We also assumed we were
watched 24/7,” Curtis said.
“And definitely, we were under
surveillance in our hotel.”
While the nuclear
inspectors examined the
suspect facility in Kumchangri, about 200 miles north of
Pyongyang, Curtis and his
crew explored the capital
city and its environs. They
received heavily scripted and

North Korea Airspace Chart showing aircraft shootdown warning.
Col. Patrick Curtis, USAF (Ret)

Daedalian Foundation

21

Pacific Shift
sanitized tours presented
and system in the world.
Then, as now, the
by two “guides” from the
It still is ruled by members
economy struggles. The
DPRK Foreign Ministry. The
of the Kim family, whose
Central Intelligence Agency’s
Americans assumed the
accomplishments are
latest World Factbook (2022)
guides were North Korean
immortalized in a “cult of
states that “after decades of
intelligence officers.
personality” that ascribes
economic mismanagement
“I was struck by the
near-miracles to the “Supreme and resource misallocation, the
immense size of the
Leader” of the moment.
North since the mid-1990s has
government buildings in
“We were told that Kim Ilfaced chronic food shortages
Pyongyang and by the nearly
sung, the “Great Leader” and
and economic stagnation.”
deserted
“North Korea
sidewalks,
remains one of
streets and
the world’s most
highways,”
isolated and one
Curtis recounted.
of Asia’s poorest
According to
countries,” the CIA
various press
Factbook states.
websites, as
When Curtis
then, relatively
flew into the
few North
DPRK, the country
Koreans own
was in the grip of a
and use private
famine.
vehicles today,
“When our
although that
bus passed one
number has
of the few nonincreased from
military trucks on
the past.
the highway, we
“There was
clearly saw it was
little traffic,
carrying large
but there were
white grain or rice
Selected North Korean ballistic missiles maximum
uniformed
sacks labeled
range estimates show that the U.S., its key Asia/
‘Traffic Ladies’ at Pacific military bases and several allies are within range ‘USA’ in big red
key intersections of DPRK missiles. The Economist, May 26, 2016.
and blue letters,”
to direct the flow
he recalled.
of mainly non-existent private
nation’s founder, successfully
Then, as now, the
vehicles and to clear the way
advised doctors how to cure
ponderous buildings still exist,
for the more frequent military
a patient whose illness had
although reportedly, there
vehicles,” he said.
stumped them,” Curtis said.
has been an influx of newer
Curtis described a country
“They also claimed that Kim
buildings with a more modern,
that now seems to have been
single-handedly solved a
even futuristic look. Many of
caught in a time warp in the 23 complicated engineering
the out-sized government
years since his visit.
problem that was preventing
structures are gathered on Kim
Then, as now, the
construction of a new huge
Il-sung Square, Pyongyang’s
government is described as
lock, dam and seawall
equivalent to Moscow’s
the last Stalinist dictatorship
system.”
Red Square and Beijing’s
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Tiananmen Square.
With a capacity of about
100,000 people, the square
in the city’s center is the
usual site of the large military
parades periodically seen in
the world press. However, on
the days the C-130 crew was
there, Curtis said it was all but
vacant.
“We saw or interacted
with very few ordinary North
Koreans,” he said.
The DPRK capital was and
still is, adorned with enormous
statues reminiscent of the
figures that dotted major cities
in the former Soviet Union.
Curtis described a
monument to the Korean
Workers’ Party, the ruling
political party, as a 98-foothigh statue of three idealized
figures, each holding a tool
of symbolic importance to
North Korean communism:
a hammer (the worker), the
sickle (the peasant) and a
writing brush (the working
intellectual).
Then, as now, North Korea
spent an overwhelming part
of its national budget on the
military, which perhaps was
a bit humbler but no less
dangerous, in the late 1990s.
“Our bus passed an
Army camp, and we were
able to take some pictures
showing the conditions of the
structures,” Curtis said. “We
also saw that soldiers were
baking bricks on the ground
outside the buildings.”
The crew also viewed the

Map of North
Korean
nuclear
facilities in
2003. Xinhua
News Agency

capital’s Juche Tower, which
commemorates the country’s
governing “Juche” philosophy
of national self-reliance, and
Mangyondae, the birthplace
of Kim Il-sung, which was a
collection of traditional Korean
peasant huts with thatched
roofs, a living area and a small
barn.
They were taken on a
tour of Pyongyang’s subway,
whose stations are known for
their ornate decorations, fluted
marble columns and elaborate
chandeliers.
Curtis said the stations
were “extremely deep and
required a five-to-seven minute
down escalator ride to reach.”
“We presumed that they
served a dual purpose as
bomb shelters,” he said.
Finally, Curtis noted that

then, as now, propaganda
defines the realities for North
Korea and its people.
“Our guides took us to
a shop that sold mementos
of what they considered the
DPRK’s past glories,” he said.
“We found a stamp and photos
marking the 40th Anniversary
of North Korea’s ‘Victory in the
Great Fatherland Liberation
War,’ which they call the
Korean War.
“History has a somewhat
different perspective of that
conflict,” he said.
After five days in North
Korea, Curtis and his crew
flew the DTRA nuclear
inspectors the 729 nautical
miles to Misawa Air Base
(RJSM) in Japan. As reported
in The Washington Post and
Pacific Stars and Stripes
Daedalian Foundation
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“Pacific Stars and Stripes” article on May 30, 1999, reporting the outcome of the U.S.
inspection of the suspected North Korean nuclear weapons development site. Col.
Patrick Curtis, USAF (Ret)

newspapers on May 30, 1999,
the team found an extensive
underground tunnel complex at
Kumchang-ri, but the tunnels
were empty, and no work was
being done.
Curtis commented that “it
took more than six months,
maybe as much as a year,

to negotiate the terms and
procedures for the DTRA
mission. That gave the North
Koreans plenty of time to
prepare the site for inspection.”
According to the New York
Times, on Oct. 20, 2002, the
U.S. decided to abandon the
1994 denuclearization accord

after North Korea admitted it
was pursuing a covert nuclear
weapons program two weeks
earlier. To this day, the DPRK’s
nuclear weapons and missile
development programs remain
a major concern for the U.S.
and many of its allies and
friends worldwide.

Left, C-130E flight crew sits on the aircraft wing with the “Pyongyang” Sunan International
Airport sign in the background. The crew members are (front) then-Capt. Pat Curtis, and (L
to R) then-Capt. John Durnford, then-Technical Sergeant Jim Carson, then-Capt. Brett Killian,
then-Technical Sergeant Steve Wilson, then-Master Sergeant Rick McKean. Col. Patrick Curtis,
USAF (Ret)
Right, Then-Capt. Pat Curtis stands in an almost vacant Kim Il-sung Square in the center of
Pyongyang. Col. Patrick Curtis, USAF (Ret)
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Donald Mansfield

W

The Daedalian who dropped the
last bomb in the Korean War

hen Lt. Col. Donald
Mansfield joined
the Daedalians in
1971, he brought
with him the distinguishment of
dropping the last bomb in the
Korean War.
After being assigned
as a B-26 pilot to the 8th
Bomb Squadron of the 3rd
Bombardment Wing, he was
selected to drop the last bomb
— 22 minutes before the
cease-fire ending the Korean
War on July 27, 1953, — by
Gen. Eugene (Ben) LeBailly,
who, according to an article in
Air Force Magazine, had been
asked by President Truman
to handpick a pilot for this
mission.
Mansfield flew more than
30 night missions in Korea,
beginning with his first combat
mission on June 4, 1953.
He joined the Air Force in
1950 and received his pilot’s
wings in 1951 and retired
in 1970 as a command pilot
having flown more than 5,000
hours. He was honorably
discharged in 1947 from the

U.S. Army after one year
of service. His decorations
include the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Bronze
Star, the Air Medal (one oak
leaf cluster), the Air Force
Commendation Medal and the
Distinguished Service Cross
(awarded by the Republic of
China).
From 1957 to 1963,
he flew B-47s (and, in his
words, “instructed future
instructors how to instruct”)
in the Strategic Air Command
at McConnell Air Force
Base. He instructed in
flight simulators, airborne
transition, standardization
and evaluation. He studied for
one year at the Air Command
and Staff College at Maxwell
Air Force Base graduating
in 1964. From 1964 to 1966,
he received training with the
Defense Intelligence Agency
and studied Mandarin Chinese
in Washington, D.C., before
becoming the Assistant Air
Force Attaché in the Republic
of China (Taiwan) from 1966
to 1969. His Air Force career

culminated with one year of
service in Vietnam (19691970).
The mayor of Akron
declared “Donald W. Mansfield
Day” on Jan. 2, 1987, to honor
his 36 years of service.
Mansfield passed away
on June 4, 2021, 68 years
since his first combat mission
at 93 years old. His flight
memorabilia from Korea are at
the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum.

The late-Lt. Col. Donald
Mansfield, USAF (Ret),
with his wife of 66 years, Joy
Lee.

The late-Lt. Col. Donald W. Mansfield is just one of our many members with notable accolades
that make this organization such a privilege to be a part of. The Order of Daedalians recognizes
those who fly today in defense of our nation while celebrating our Founder Members.
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Featured BOOK REVIEW
“NEVER CALL ME A HERO: A LEGENDARY AMERICAN DIVEBOMBER PILOT REMEMBERS THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY”
BY: N. JACK “DUSTY” KLEISS

T

REVIEW BY: BRIG. GEN. CHAD MANSKE, USAF (RET)
Perpetuating Founder Charles P. Maloney

wo years to the day of the pivotal D-Day
landings in 1944, an early test of American
mettle took place in the Pacific at the Battle of
Midway. Here is the fantastic story of a young
naval aviator and how he came to be at the
right place and time on June 4-6, 1942. Lt. Jack “Dusty”
Kleiss would go through Annapolis and required time on
a surface ship thereafter before achieving his dream of
going to flight school.
Fast forward to Midway as an SBD Dauntless dive
bombing pilot, Kleiss would depart from the deck of
the USS Enterprise with his squadron mates, of which
many would not return, to providentially drop three
bombs on the deck of Japanese carrier Kaga. The
ensuing explosion and inferno of a ship attacking Pearl
Harbor would soon be on the bottom of the ocean. After
refueling and heading out again, more warily this time
after stirring up the hornet’s nest, his skill and luck would
conspire to strike the carrier Hiryu fatally.
Available on Amazon and
Then, two days later, while patrolling the area and
Barnes & Noble
assessing damage, he would hit the mark again on
the cruiser Mikuma — becoming the only pilot on either side to help sink three Japanese
warships! His heroics (which he eschewed — refer to the book’s title) would earn him not
only a Distinguished Flying Cross but later the Navy Cross!
Through naval historians Timothy and Laura Orr, Kleiss tells us how he almost let the
love of his life — his beloved Jean of 64 years of marriage — almost get away because of
his pride. His reluctance to tell his story makes it all the more lovable, and he would live to
the ripe age of 100 before passing in 2016, a year before publication.
His time as an aviator and his full career of 28 years retiring as a Navy Captain is a
wonderful first-hand account!

“

Here is the fantastic story of a young naval
aviator and how he came to be at the right
place and time on June 4-6, 1942.
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New/Rejoining Daedalians

We welcome our new members and congratulate the
following Daedalians who joined or were reinstated
between January 16 and April 15, 2022.
Lt. Col. Thomas Aranda Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. Debra A. Bartz, USAFR (Ret)
LCDR Ritt Berry, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. Brad P. Bowyer, USAF
Col. Robert Braithwaite, USMC (Ret)
Maj. Keith Cottrill, USAF (Ret)
COL Richard E. Crogan II, USA (Ret)
Brig. Gen. James T. Demarest, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard M. Frampton, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Karl J. Greene, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. James H. Harvey, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Bradley A. Head, USAF
Capt. John F. Janecky, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Russell J. Logan, USAFR
Maj. Bridget Malfer, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Matthew G. Maurice, USAFR
Lt. Col. John W. McCance, USAF (Ret)
LCDR Chuck McElwee, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. Daniel J. McGuire, USAF
Maj. Joshua McVay, USAF
Capt. Jesse F. Montgomery III, USAFR (Ret)

Maj. Matthew Niblett, USAF
Lt. Col. William H. O’Neill, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert W. Pneuman, USAF
LTC Michael L. Qualls, USAR (Ret)
Maj. Jeremiah J. Reed, USAF
Capt. Michael L. Reichenbach, ANG
Col. Philip Roberts USAF (Ret)
Col. John M. Ross, USAF
COL Randolph R. Rotte, USA (Ret)
Capt. Joseph Sanchez, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Glenn Schlabs, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Drew R. Skovran, USAF
Col. Jason L. Smith USAFR, (Ret)
1st Lt. Dylan Tang, USAF
Maj. Patrick D. Taylor, USAF
Capt. Carter Tisdale, USAF
Brig Gen. Robert W. VanHoy II, USAF
Lt. Col. Scott L. Wagner, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col. Dwight R. Wait, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Michael F. Wurth, USAF

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Your membership and support are vital to accomplishing the Daedalian mission.
Membership fees are due annually on the anniversary of your join date. If you
aren’t sure what that date is or haven’t received a reminder, please contact us at
membership@daedalians.org or sign in to your member portal.
Submit payment online at daedalians.org/donations-and-dues.
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Awards
COL. FRANKLIN C. WOLFE WEAPON SYSTEM AWARD

Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, USAF (Ret), third
from left, hands the Daedalian trophy
for the 2020 Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe Weapon
System Award to Lt. Gen. Eric Fick, second
from left, and Lt. Col. Chris Campbell, far left,
and Lt. Col. Jason Shirley, far right.

ABOUT THE AWARD

Presented annually to military or civilian
individuals, groups or organizations that
contributed to outstanding weapons
system development which operates in
the aerospace environment. It rotates
between the Departments of the Army,
Navy and Air Force.
Representing the Air
Force F-35 Dual Capable
Aircraft Team at the
award presentation
were Ms. Cassie Allen,
Mr. Chad Lominac, Lt.
Gen. Nick Kehoe (Ret),
Lt. Gen. Eric Fick, Lt. Col.
Chris Campbell, Lt. Col.
Jason Shirley and Mr.
Dustin Malcolm.
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On Feb. 16, the Daedalian 2020 Colonel
Franklin C. Wolfe Weapon System Award was
presented to the Air Force F-35 Dual Capable
Aircraft Team. Past National Commander
retired Air Force Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe handed
the award to Air Force Lt. Gen. Eric Fick, the
F-35 Program Executive Officer and head of the
entire joint F-35 program, who then presented
it to a small group representing the whole Air
Force team from the Crystal City office and
Edwards Air Force Base.
Despite challenging restrictions associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic, the team of
maintainers, engineers, instrumentation
specialists and aircrew completed a critical
step toward nuclear certification of the F-35A
variant a year ahead of schedule. The team’s
work culminated in a 3-year, 87-flight, 198-hour
developmental test campaign.
The team became a trailblazer in F-35
weapons system development through this
notable achievement by becoming the first
F-35 air-to-ground weapon system to attain
supersonic employment flight clearance
and the first F-35 Block 4 weapon system to
deliver software capability to the warfighter.
Their expert execution of a highly compressed
program schedule helped fulfill the Secretary
of Defense’s promise to deliver F-35 nuclear
capability to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization by January 2024.

Awards
DAEDALIAN TOP GRADUATE AWARDS
Navy Lt. j. g. Patricia Mattingly
earned her Wings of Gold
as a Naval Aviator and the
Daedalian Top Graduate
Award on Jan. 14 at the
Naval Air Station Whiting
Field, Florida. She was No.
1 in a class of 15 aviators
in the Advanced Helicopter
Training Program and placed
on the Commodore’s List with
Distinction for her outstanding
performance during the flight
and academic phases of
training. Mattingly is bound for
San Diego, California, and will fly the SH-60R Seahawk.

Pictured is CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret), presenting the plaque to LTJG Patricia Mattingly,
USN, with her parents, Mrs. Jill Mattingly and Mr. Mike Mattingly, left, and sister, Ms. Mary Beth
Jamison, far right.

Navy Lt. j.g. Cody Horst earned his coveted
Wings of Gold as a Naval Flight Officer and
the Daedalian Top Graduate Award at the
National Naval Aviation Museum on Feb. 24.
He was the No. 1 NFO in his class at Training
Squadron 86 and is headed to Whidbey to fly
the EA-18G Growler.
Pictured is CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret),
presenting the plaque to LTJG Cody Horst,
USN.

Navy Ensign Kendall Schissler earned her
coveted Wings of Gold as a Naval Flight
Officer and the Daedalian Top Graduate
Award on Feb. 24. She was the No. 1 NFO
in her class at Training Squadron 4 and is
headed to Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma,
to fly E-6B Mercury.
Pictured is CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret),
presenting the plaque to ENS Kendall
Schissler, USN.

Daedalian Foundation
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Navy 2nd Lt. Jonathan Baker earned
his Combat Systems Officer Wings
and the Daedalian Top Graduate
Award on Jan. 21 at Naval Air
Station, Pensacola, for being the No.
1 CSO in his class. He was also a
Distinguished Graduate, completing
training in the top 10% of all CSOs
historically, and was awarded the
AETC Commander’s Trophy for his
outstanding professionalism and
leadership. Baker is off to Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base to become a
mighty F-15E Strike Eagle WSO.

Pictured is CAPT Mike Denkler, USN
(Ret), presenting the plaque to 2nd Lt. Jonathan Baker, USN, with guest speaker Brig. Gen.
Tad Clark, USAF, Director Electromagnetic Spectrum Superiority, HQ USAF, far left, and Col
William O’Brien, USAF, Commander 479th FTG, far right.

Coast Guard Lt. Matthew Murby earned his
coveted Wings of Gold as a Naval Aviator
and the Daedalian Top Graduate Award
at the Naval Air Station Whiting Field,
Florida, on Jan. 28. He was also placed on
the Commodore’s List with Distinction for
his outstanding performance during every
phase of Advanced Helicopter Training.
Murby will fly the MH-65E Dolphin at Coast
Guard Station Northbend, Oregon.
Pictured is CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret),
presenting the plaque to LTJG Matthew
Murby, USCG, with his parents, Mr. Gus
Murby and Mrs. Jean Murby, by his side.

Air Force 2nd Lt. Robert Eckles earned his coveted
Combat Systems Officer Wings and the Daedalian
Top Graduate Award at the Undergraduate CSO
Graduation ceremony on March 18. Eckles was No.
1 in his class and was also recognized as a 479th
FTG Distinguished Graduate for his outstanding
performance. He is off to become a world-class
Electronic Warfare Officer in the mighty RC-135 Rivet
Joint aircraft.
Pictured is Col. Joe Kinego, USAF (Ret), with 2nd Lt.
Robert Eckles, USAF, and his wife, Jessica.
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Air Force 2nd Lt. Kevin McKinnon earned his
coveted Combat Systems Officer Wings and
the Daedalian Top Graduate Award at the
Undergraduate CSO Graduation ceremony
on Feb. 18. He was No. 1 in his class
and was also recognized as a 479th FTG
Distinguished Graduate for his outstanding
performance. McKinnon is off to become a
world-class Electronic Warfare Officer in the
mighty RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft.

Pictured is Col. Joe Kinego, USAF (Ret), with
2nd Lt. Kevin McKinnon, USAF, and his wife,
SSgt Ashley McKinnon, USAF.

Coast Guard Lt. j.g. Titus Creamer earned
his coveted Wings of Gold as a Naval Aviator
and the Daedalian Top Graduate Award at
the Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Florida,
on Feb. 11. He was also placed on the
Commodore’s List with Distinction for his
outstanding performance during every phase
of Advanced Helicopter Training. Creamer will
fly the HH-65C Dolphin at Coast Guard Air
Station Barbers Point, Hawaii.
Pictured is RADM Don Quinn, USN (Ret),
presenting the plaque to LTJG Titus
Creamer, USCG.

Navy Lt. j.g. Casey Densmore earned his
coveted Naval Flight Officer Wings of Gold
and the Daedalian Top Graduate Award at the
National Naval Aviation Museum on March 25.
He graduated No. 1 in his class at Training
Squadron 4 and is off to fly in the P-8A Poseidon
at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Florida.
Pictured is CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret),
presenting the plaque to LTJG Casey
Densmore, USN.

RPA TOP GRADUATES

These recipients have graduated at the top of their Undergraduate Remotely
Piloted Aircraft Training at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph.
22-09 2nd Lt.
Weston

22-08 1st Lt.
Shane

22-07 Capt.
Robert

22-06 Capt.
Timothy

Due to the Air Force’s policy limiting disclosure of information for all RPA pilots
and sensor operators, awardees are identified only by rank and first name.
Daedalian Foundation

31

Scholarships
FLIGHT 53 SCHOLARSHIP
PRESENTATION
University of New Hampshire (UNH)
sophomore Katherine P. McGowan of Atkinson
of New Hampshire was awarded $5,000 in
scholarships from Granite State Flight 53 and
the Daedalian Foundation.
“Cadet 3rd Class (C/C3) McGowan is exactly
the type of future Air Force Officer and aviator
the Daedalians are committed to supporting,”
said retired Air Force Col. Kevin Grady,
Granite State Flight Captain. “We also are very
grateful for the continued, strong support the
Daedalian Foundation and the national Order
of Daedalians have given Cadet McGowan and
our local Flight 53.”
The formal scholarship presentation took
place at the flight’s March meeting.
McGowan belongs to Detachment 475 of the
Air and Space Force Reserve Officers Training
Corps (ROTC) at UNH. She has set her sights
on becoming either a Combat Systems Officer
(CSO) or pilot, two of only four “Rated” careers
in the Air Force.
The Air Force describes its rated officers as
“an elite group … dedicated to accomplishing
some of the most challenging and demanding
missions in the world.” The Air Force indicated it
expects many of its CSOs and pilots ultimately
to command operational flying units.
At UNH, McGowan is majoring in homeland
security. A budding pilot, she has about 10 flying
hours in a small, single-engine piston aircraft to
begin her aviation journey.
She is also the Information Management
Officer for the UNH chapter of the Arnold Air
Society, a national organization of Air Force
ROTC cadets dedicated to enhancing its
members’ leadership skills and providing them
with opportunities for community and campus
service.
In addition to studying and working to help
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SUBMITTED BY: MR.
PETER D. LENNON

Federal Government, Retired

Col. Kevin M. “Jaws” Grady, USAF (Ret),
Flight Captain of Granite State Flight
53, presents a $2,000 scholarship award
certificate to AFROTC Cadet 3rd Class
Katherine P. McGowan of Atkinson at the
flight’s March meeting. McGowan is a
sophomore majoring in homeland security at
the University of New Hampshire and has set
her sights on becoming an Air Force Combat
Systems Officer or pilot. She also received
a $3,000 scholarship from the Daedalian
Foundation.

pay college expenses and ROTC training,
McGowan volunteered at the recent air show at
Pease Air National Guard Base and at her unit’s
Veterans Day 5K race. She also volunteers at
the Math Program for kindergarten through fifthgraders at the Kimball Library in Atkinson.
McGowan also has received the leadership
Unsung Hero Award, the ROTC Recognition
Award and the Directors Scholarship.

Scholarships
FLIGHT 12 MATCHING
SCHOLARSHIP
Cadet Devin Garrett was presented a Flight 12
Matching Scholarship certificate by the Detachment
020 Commander Col. Carey Jones at the University
of Arizona on Feb. 7.
Old Pueblo awarded him $675, and the Foundation
matched it with a bonus totaling $1,000.
Garrett is a senior at the University of Arizona,
majoring in political science and double minoring in
statistics and naval science.
He is a pilot training select and has a private pilot
certificate with 104 flying hours. He is an AFROTC
Field Training Distinguished Graduate and has
received Academic Honors Awards, Warrior Spirit
Award and Physical Fitness Award.
He plans to pass pilot training in the T-38 track
and volunteer for the Civil Air Patrol after retiring
from the military.

Col. Carey Jones, Detachment 020
Commander, presents a matching
scholarship to Cadet Devin Garrett.

AFROTC SCHOLARSHIP
PRESENTATION

Lt. Col. Graham Stewart, Detachment
850 ROTC Commander, presents
an AFROTC $2,500 Scholarship to Cadet
Skyler Chase.

Cadet Skylar Chase, Detachment 850, received
a 2021 Air Force ROTC scholarship in the
amount of $2,500. Lt. Col. Graham “Jinx” Stewart,
Detachment 850 AFROTC Commander, presented
the scholarship to Chase on Jan. 13.
Chase is a senior at the University of Utah,
majoring in geography. He is the Cadet Wing Vice
Commander and has earned a rated pilot slot. He
holds a private pilot license and has 150 flying
hours. He is a distinguished graduate and won the
Warrior Spirit Award.
He has more than 500 service hours with Labs
for Liberty — a nonprofit that trains service animals
for veterans wounded in the line of duty.
Chase was nominated for this scholarship by
his detachment commander and was selected by
regional headquarters as the winner.
Daedalian Foundation
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Scholarships
FLIGHT 30 SCHOLARSHIP
PRESENTATIONS

SUBMITTED BY: LT. COL.
WILLIAM HEITMEIER, USAF (RET)
Perpetuating Founder John F. Raleigh

Hap Arnold Flight 30 at March Air Reserve Base in Riverside, California, awarded $17,000 in
scholarships to five AFROTC cadets on Feb. 16.
Cadet Jake Young is a senior at the
California State Polytechnic University
Pomona with a 3.0 GPA in visual
communication design. He is a fourtime honor roll student from high
school and has been recognized for
his community involvement with a
100-hour service award. His duties at
Detachment 002 include Morale Officer,
Equipment Campus Liaison Assistant
and Recruiting Assistant. His career
goal is to become an Air Force pilot
flying Remotely Piloted Aircraft. Young
received a Flight 30 scholarship of
$3,000 and will be considered for a Daedalian National award.

Pictured is Brig. Gen. Randy Ball, USAF (Ret), Scholarship Chair, left, and Col. Paul Gill, USAF
(Ret), Flight Captain, right, presenting the scholarship to Cadet Jake Young.

be considered for a Daedalian National award.

Cadet Mark Duarte is a junior at
California State University, San
Bernardino with a 2.6 GPA and is working
on a bachelor’s degree in accounting. He
is a former Eagle Scout and distinguished
high honor roll graduate from high school.
He is currently a Drill and Ceremonies/
Honor Guard Officer and Community
Service Assistant with Detachment 002.
Duarte has a strong interest in robotics
and has instructed elementary schoolage children in robotic science. He
desires to have a full Air Force career and
is interested in becoming a pilot flying
Remotely Piloted Aircraft. He received a
Flight 30 scholarship of $3,000 and will

Pictured is Brig. Gen. Randy Ball, USAF (Ret), scholarship chair, left, and Col. Paul Gill, USAF
(Ret), Flight Captain, right, presenting the scholarship to Cadet Mark Duarte.
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Cadet Omar Molina is a senior at
California State University, San
Bernardino with a 3.6 GPA in
criminal justice. His past awards
include a Leadership Award from
the Marine Corps JROTC and
Academic Honors from AFROTC.
He holds a degree in Administration
of Justice for Transfer (Honors)
and an associate degree in
Social and Behavioral Sciences
(Honors). Molina also volunteers
for various community and church
opportunities. He currently serves
as Public Affairs Officer for
AFROTC Detachment 002. He is
committed to pursuing a full Air
Force career, and his first choice is
to fly fighter aircraft. He received a Flight 30 scholarship of $4,000 and will be submitted for a
Daedalian National level matching award.

Pictured is Brig. Gen. Randy Ball, USAF (Ret), scholarship chair, left, and Col. Paul Gill, USAF
(Ret), Flight Captain, right, presenting the scholarship to Cadet Omar Molina.

Cadet Eashan Sarkar is a junior at
the University of Southern California
with a 3.94 GPA and is currently
working on a combined bachelor’s and
master’s degree in science specializing
in astronautical engineering. His
awards include an AFROTC Type
2 Scholarship, USC Academic
Achievement Award and Dean’s List,
Presidential Volunteering Service
Award, a semifinalist in the National
Chemistry Olympiad, and has been
awarded several other scholarships.
He currently provides Detachment 60’s
leadership for AS100 cadets preparing
for field training. Sarkar desires to join the Space Force, where he can employ his education
and experience at NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in research and development of cyber
verification and space exploration with the goal of becoming an astronaut. He received a Flight
30 scholarship of $3,500.
Pictured is Brig. Gen. Randy Ball, USAF (Ret), scholarship chair, left, and Col. Paul Gill, USAF
(Ret), Flight Captain, right, presenting the scholarship to Cadet Eashan Sarkar.
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Cadet Arturo Luna is a senior at
California State University Long
Beach with a 3.95 GPA in aerospace
engineering. His awards include
CSULB President’s Honor List,
Hispanic Serving Institutions
Scholarship, four Fitness Awards,
four Academic honors awards and
three Commander’s List awards.
He is currently serving as AFROTC
Detachment 60’s Space Delta Group
Deputy Commander and will be a
Flight Commander this academic
year at the University of Southern
California. Luna is interested in earning
a master’s degree and has plans to enter the Space Force as an astronaut. He received a Flight
30 scholarship of $3,500.
Pictured is Brig. Gen. Randy Ball, USAF (Ret), scholarship chair, left, and Col. Paul Gill, USAF
(Ret), Flight Captain, right, presenting the scholarship to Cadet Arturo Luna.

FLIGHT 75 SCHOLARSHIP
PRESENTATION

Perpetuating Founder Henry J. Brubaker

Col. Stan Brubaker, USAF (Ret), Flight Captain
left, presents a scholarship check to Cadet
Lauren Kahlig with the help of Col. Don Schreiber,
USAF (Ret), Scholarship Chair and Flight Finance
Officer, Maj. Bill Bishop, USAF (Ret), Flight Founder.
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SUBMITTED BY: COL.
STAN BRUBAKER, USAF (RET)

James Connally Flight 75 in Waco,
Texas, was proud to award Baylor
University AFROTC Cadet Colonel Lauren
Kahlig a combined flight and Daedalian
Foundation matching scholarship of
$4,000 in February.
Kahlig hails from San Antonio and is a
senior majoring in psychology. Recently,
she was selected by her peers to be
Cadet Wing Commander. Her active duty
rated assignment will be as an Air Battle
Management Officer.
Eventually, she plans to apply for pilot
training. Currently, she is just short of the
flying hours needed to attain her civilian
private pilot’s license.
Kahlig gave a moving 20-minute
presentation on values, goals, and plans
for her anticipated minimum 20-year Air
Force career after the award ceremony.

Scholarships
SUBMITTED BY: COL.
JOHN GURTCHEFF, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Chester R. Gurney

FLIGHT 70 MATCHING
SCHOLARSHIPS

Col. John Gurtcheff, USAF (Ret), Palmetto Flight Captain,
presented scholarships to Cadet Mathis Dean, Cadet Blake
Harbison and Cadet Bradley Hunt, with the help of Lt. Col. “Race”
Steinfort, PAS, AFROTC Detachment 775, University of South Carolina.

Palmetto Flight awarded three aviation-bound
AFROTC cadets from the University of South
Carolina $1,000 scholarships. The Daedalian
Foundation matched for a total of $2,000 each.
The presentation was made on Nov. 19, 2021,
at the Carolina Skies Club on Shaw Air Force
Base.
Cadet Mathis Dean is a senior majoring in
finance and risk management/insurance with a
minor in aerospace studies. He is a student pilot
with 41 flying hours, a distinguished graduate
(AFROTC field training) and Cadet of the Year.
He has worked as a Financial Operations Intern
for the Secretary of the Air Force for Financial
Management at the Pentagon and is the Wing
Commander for the AFROTC 775th Cadet
Wing.
He is dedicated to becoming a pilot in the Air
Force. This past summer, he received a pilot
slot and will be heading to pilot training upon
graduation.
Cadet Blake Harbison is a senior majoring
in criminal justice. He is a student pilot with

110 flying hours and is on the President’s and
Dean’s List. He is the Squadron 1 Commander,
FTP Flight Commander and Group Leadership
Project Officer.
Upon graduating, he intends to attend UPT
at Columbus Air Force Base in Mississippi. He
then hopes to fly C-17s for the foreseeable
future.
Cadet Bradley Hunt is a senior majoring in
political science with a focus in international
studies. He is the current Flight Commander
and Deputy Inspector General and won Cadet
of the Year for his sophomore class within
AFROTC despite the beginning of COVID-19.
He won the Warrior Spirit Award for Golf Flight
at Maxwell Air Force Base Field Training 2020
Encampment Bravo.
He received and accepted a rated slot
as a Combat Systems Officer this summer
and will be stationed in Pensacola after his
graduation in May. He aspires and is working
toward tracking as a Weapons Systems Officer
onboard an F-15 Strike Eagle.
Daedalian Foundation
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Eagle Wing
The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who
contribute to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.

LT. COL. LES LEAVOY
HONOR CIRCLE

Mr. Laird E. Leavoy
Lt. Col. Edwin L. Curtiss, USAF (Ret)

$50,000+ CONTRIBUTION
ACE OF ACES

Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joe Tom Burch, USAF (Ret)
and Mrs. Candice Burch
Brig. Gen. Roger E. Carleton, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Col. James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges
COL Daniel L. Meyers, USA (Ret)
Col. Loren and Randy Spencer
Col. John L. Wagner, USAF (Ret)
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

$20,000+ CONTRIBUTION
TRIPLE ACE

Col. William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Mr. Phillip M. Zabriskie

$15,000+ CONTRIBUTION
DOUBLE ACE

Maj. Philip C. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Ronald K. “Andy” Andreson,
USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles E. Cheever, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Russel A. Everts, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William E. Gifford, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John A. MacLennan, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Ann Lisa Piercy, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Malcolm S. Rountree, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

$10,000+ CONTRIBUTION
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Maj. Roger N. Anderson Sr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael O. Buckley, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lawrence P. Bush, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary C. Christensen, USAF (Ret)
Class 62A
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gail M. Edwards, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neill R. Gruver, USAF (Ret)
Col. Eric E. Hastings, USMC (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.
Mr. James Michael Herrin
Lt. Col. Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Col. Watt G. Hill, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Barbara J. Holland
Col. Douglas A. Joyce, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col. Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)
Col. Raymond B. Kleber, USAF (Ret)
Col. William J. Kriz, USAF (Ret)
Col. Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kent W. Lattig, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Philip A. Lock, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Albert L. Melton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Nelson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Douglas H. Owens, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Timothy A. Peppe, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. T. Marné Peterson, PhD, USAF
(Ret)
Lt. Gen. Steven R. Polk, USAF (Ret)
Col. Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Col. David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward J. Sheeran, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Perry M. Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Daniel E. “Stump” Sowada, USAF (Ret)

$5,000+ CONTRIBUTION

Eagle Wing
ACE (CONT)

Col. Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harry Stowers, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Martin J. Stuart
Col. David F. Tippett, USAF (Ret)
Col. Thomas J. Tredici, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
Maj. Allan D. Will, USAF (Ret)

$5,000+ CONTRIBUTION

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS

Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)
Col. Paul A. Bergerot, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Brandon C. Carter, USAF
LTC Daniel L. Clark, USA (Ret)
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Col. Stan T. Duvall, USAF
Maj. George M. Eastman, USAF (Ret)
Col. Arthur C. Evans, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Frank S. Goodell, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David H. Hartmann, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Jeffrey B. Kohler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kevin C. Krisinger, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Laird Leavoy
Col. Addison C. Rawlins, USAF (Ret)
Col. Daniel “Stump” E. Sowada, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Karl A. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John D. and Catherine Wright,
USAF (Ret)

The Daedalus Flyer publishes
the Ace level and higher for
each issue. Due to the amazing
generosity of our many donors,
we only have space to list those
who have moved up levels for
Wing Commander Exemplar
through Pilot.
The following contributors have
given donations in the past
quarter which raised them to the
next level.

TRIPLE ACE

Mr. Phillip Zabriskie

$15,000+ CONTRIBUTION
WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR
Lt. Col. Daniel Draeger, USAF (Ret)
Col. Walter McCants, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Carl Scheidegg, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kathryn Staiger, USAF (Ret)

$2,000+ CONTRIBUTION
WING COMMANDER

Col. William Byrns, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Harris, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jarrett Jordan, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Alan Strzemieczny, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jerry West, USAF (Ret)

$1,000+ CONTRIBUTION

Donations support our
Scholarship and Daedalian
Flying Training Programs which
help make dreams come true.

SQUADRON COMMANDER

LTC Daniel Clark, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. R. Richard Mulder, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Swendner, USAF (Ret)

$750+ CONTRIBUTION
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Eagle Wing
FLIGHT LEADER

Maj. George Eastman, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald Hilkemeier, USAF (Ret)

$500+ CONTRIBUTION
ELEMENT LEADER

Col. John Pardo, USAF
Lt. Col. George Castle, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Fairlamb, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Foster, USAF (Ret)
Maj. George Ross, USAF (Ret)

$250+ CONTRIBUTION

PILOT

Lt. Col. Mark Mamula, USAF
Lt. Col. Randy Sadler, USAF
Lt. Col. Nathaniel Adams, USAF (Ret)
Maj. James Bloir, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col.Richard Evans, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Jack Ihle, USAFR (Ret)
Maj. John Lamb, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Judson McLester, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Moore, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Norvell, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Michael Protz, USAF (Ret)
Col. Terry White, USAF (Ret)

$100+ CONTRIBUTION

A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be found on the
Daedalian website at: daedalians.org/foundation/donors.

A huge thank you to all of our generous donors!

Save The Date For This Year’s

Big Give 2022
from September 22, 6 p.m. to September 23, 6 p.m.

Your Generosity Allows Us To Keep Inspiring
The Next Generation Of Military Avitors
40
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WAYS TO GIVE
SUPPORT THE DREAMS OF OTHERS

Over the past 60 years, the Daedalian Foundation has
supported students with mentorship, scholarships, flying
training and awards that inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
We do all of this because our selectees learn by your
example. They see first-hand that there are times when you
devote yourself to a higher cause than personal safety.
The Daedalian Foundation’s inspiration is possible because all gifts make a difference. There are
many ways you can give. Donations of all sizes are used to support scholarships, flying training
and JROTC medals for high school students.
The Daedalian Foundation is registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions to the
Daedalian Foundation are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.
The tax identification number is 74-1365823.

MEMORIAL OR NAMED
SCHOLARSHIPS

Celebrate the life of a friend or loved one
by making a gift in their name. Substantial
gifts over $10,000 may be eligible for
matched funds.

DONOR-ADVISED
FUND (IRA - RMD)

If you are 70 or older, you can make a
contribution of up to $100,000 annually
from your IRA account to inspire tomorrow’s
military aviators. A donation transferred
directly from your IRA to the Daedalian
Foundation is not considered federally
taxable income for you, but it does count
toward your required minimum distribution.

MATCHING FUNDING

Your gift to the Daedalian Foundation
may qualify for matched dollars by your
employer! Many employers sponsor matching
gift programs and will match charitable
contributions made by their employees,
retirees and/or employees’ spouses. Check
with your company or organization to find out
if your employer has a matching gift program
and DOUBLE YOUR GIFT TODAY!

SUSTAINING GIFTS

To set up an ongoing commitment, call
our membership coordinator at
210-945-2111 or use our online form at
daedalians.org/donate.

STOCKS & SECURITIES

Gifts of stock can help the Daedalian
Foundation continue its vision. These gifts
may result in capital gains tax savings and an
immediate charitable deduction for you.
For stock and/or bonds use:
Account number: 8248-5639
The DTC number is 0141
Name of: DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION

MONETARY DONATIONS

Help us continue our great programs that
inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
For direct cash transfer donations or ETFs
use:
Wells Fargo Advisors
Routing number: 121000248
Account number: 9900748840
Name of: DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION
Please fill out our transfer form online, so
we can properly acknowledge your gift for
tax purposes.
Daedalian Foundation
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Daedalian Flying Training
2021 FLIGHT 99’S
DFT CADETS

SUBMITTED BY: LT. COL.
VINCENT BAKKE, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Amos E. Adams

Annabelle Kambic is a senior
at Great Falls High school
who will graduate early in
December. She is an honors
student and has already
enlisted in the Montana Air
National Guard (MANG). She
will train to be a flight engineer
this spring and start college
next fall. She plans to study
mechanical engineering at
Montana Tech and get her
private pilot certificate while
going to college. She will
compete for a pilot slot at the
MANG when she graduates.

Pictured is Annabelle
Kambic, center, with Lt. Col.
Vincent Bakke, USAF (Ret),
Flight 99 DFT coordinator, left and Lt. Col. James Burman, USAF (Ret), right.

Justin Smith is a senior at
Cascade High School who
will graduate next spring.
He is an honors student and
plans to attend the University
of North Dakota and enroll in
their flight training program.
He wants to be a fighter pilot
and will continue to work on
his private pilot certificate
as soon as his FAA medical
comes through.
Pictured is Justin Smith,
center, with Lt. Col. Vincent
Bakke, USAF (Ret), Flight 99
DFT coordinator, left and Lt.
Col. James Burman, USAF
(Ret), right.
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IN MEMORIAM
Headquarters received notification of the following
Daedalians who have taken their final flight.
Lt. Col. Richard Milton Austin, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald L. Aspenson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lennart H. Bjerken, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald R. Brown, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Robert L. Cardenas, USAF (Ret)
Col. Hubert J. Carron, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. James L. Cole, USAF (Ret)
Col. Paul F. Cottrell, USAF (Ret)
Col. Guy Dorman Perham, USAF (Ret)
CDR Richard S. Davis, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. William E. Day, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jack L. DeTour, USAF (Ret)
Col. Leslie “Bobby” Robinson Drane, Jr.,
USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William H. Drumm, USAFR (Ret)
Maj. Franklin F. Eckhart, ANG (Ret)
Col. David Lane Elliott, USAF (Ret)
Col. William A. Eveland USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles “Tad” D. Foran, USAFR (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dale V. Franz, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James “Jim” R. Glaze, USAF (Ret)
Col. Sheldon “Shelly” I. Godkin, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Harry E. Goldsworthy, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Eugene E. Habiger, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gail S. Halvorsen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Beverly A. Hansen, USAF (Ret)
Col. Stephen D. Harper, USAF (Ret.)
Col. Donald D. Hawkins, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix, Jr.
Lt. Col. Edgar L. Henley, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Edward E. Hosbach, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Clifford A. James, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. William K. James, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Allan J. Kelly, USAF (Ret)
Col. James “Jim” B. Kendrick, USAF (Ret)
CPT Raymond “Ray” F. Koby, AAF
Col. Orville J. Kvamme, USAF (Ret)
Col. Peter B. Lane, USAF (Ret)

Col. Tom “Rowdy”Lewis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Mayer Littman, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert J. Lines, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Charles E. McGee, USAF (Ret)
Col. Maris John McCrabb, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Robert W. McDonald, ANG (Ret)
Col. Richard G. Mendrop, USAF (Ret)
Col. Charles L. Meyer, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col. Newell D. Moy, USAF (Ret)
Col. Lloyd R. Norris, USAF (Ret)
Col. Franklin D. Ott, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Charles F. Overstreet, USAF (Ret)
Maj. John E. Pankhurst, USAF (Ret)
Mr. John H. Parks
CAPT Irwin George Patch, USN (Ret)
Brig. Gen. David L. Patton, USAF (Ret)
Col. Keith M. Perry, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John A. Petelin, USAF (Ret)
Col. Norman F. Repp, USAF (Ret)
CAPT William “Bill” A. Roop, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ralph S. Royce, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Richard R. Ruddy, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Felix L. Sambogna, USAF (Ret)
Col. Russell L. Sanders, USAF (Ret)
Col. William J. Schwehm, USAF (Ret)
Col. Guy J. Sherrill, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert E. Smith, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Roger J. Smith. USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Paul R. Stephen, USAF (Ret)
Col. John K. Stewart, USAF (Ret)
COL William Preston Stubbs, USA (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Leroy W. Svendsen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Raymond H. Swalley, USMCR (Ret)
Col. George R. Taylor, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David G. Wagner, USAF (Ret)
Col. John L. Wagner, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dick E. Wilson, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald G. Woske, USAF (Ret)

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.
Daedalian Foundation
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Recollections

No Scuds Found

N

BY: MAJ. BOBBY KOMLO, USAF (RET)

ineteen years ago, I was deployed to
fight in Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF),
flying the E-8 Joint Surveillance Target
Attack Radar System (JSTARS).
Several prominent missions stood out when
I pulled out my logbook and old charts that I
used while helping fight this war. On March 30
and April 1, 2003, my crew and I were tasked
to go Scud hunting. You may remember that
the Scud missiles and their launchers were
a problem during Desert Storm. During OIF,
it was thought that Iraq still had some Scuds
handy and operational, so our assignment was
to help rid the world of Saddam Hussein, his
Republican Guards and his weapons, including
chemical and biological assets that intel said
he still possessed in 2002. So, in early 2003,

Perpetuating Founder Leonidas L. Koontz

my E-8 wing worked up an expeditionary force
and sent over six JSTARS aircraft and crews
to Prince Sultan Air Base right outside Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. I flew both the March and April
sorties in the western desert of Iraq on Scud
hunting missions.
At first, both missions were monotonous.
Like all the nights of OIF spent looking for
Scuds, none were found — just various parts
or components. On one of these missions,
however, the other pilot and I spotted a flash
on the deck of the desert. It turned out to be an
F-14 heading north with mechanical problems
that crashed. Thank God both crewmembers
punched out. It took a while interacting with
everyone involved from our command center
and other intel aircraft out and about to report

The E-8C is an aircraft modified from
the Boeing 707-300 series commercial
airliners in the mid-90s. First built
between 1968 and 1972, most of these
aircraft had numerous “owners” over
their lives. Some were even in various air
forces around the world. After extensive
modifications and enhancements of the
U.S. Air Force 707, E-8s became part of the military’s
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft fleet and were used for airborne
command and control roles.
The Joint Strategic Targeting and Radar System (JSTARS) carries specialized radar,
communications, operations and control subsystems and can be air refueled. The most
prominent external feature is the 40-foot, canoe-shaped radome under the forward
fuselage that houses the 24-foot APY-7 electronically scanned array side-looking airborne
radar antenna.
The crew is made up of two pilots, a navigator (called a defensive systems operator),
a flight engineer, air battle managers (ABMs) and flight technicians, completing the
complement of 18 combat crew members. The ABMs became “rated” crewmembers many
years ago. The technicians handle the entire radar system and monitor its health for the
ABMs and operate the numerous radios we had in this old bird.
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the downed aircraft.
While the search and rescue (SAR)
package was being coordinated for the
downed Tomcat, we were told to continue
“business as usual,” looking for Scuds.
Since I’d spent three years as the airspace
manager for the JSTARS wing (I was
awarded ACC’s “Airspace Manager of the
Year” in 2000 — kudos to me, I think),
I plotted the location of the flash — as
was standard ops and to provide in our
debriefs. The nav and I worked up an orbit
that would project our radar down and
around the downed aircraft, eventually
relaying it to my crew. This orbit would
keep us about 80 nautical miles away,
with a 60 to 100 nautical miles long orbit
length in a figure-eight pattern.
Initially, we were supposed to just
monitor the various radio nets for the
hopeful rescue, but later, we were

Maj. Bobby
Komlo’s, US
AF (Ret) blo
documents
od chit and
from his tim
e fighting in
Operation
Iraq Freedom
.
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Recollections
rolling for the rescue.
Nevertheless, without
the air battle managers
(ABMs), the odds of a
successful rescue could
have been worse if bad
guys were around and
searching for the crew.
The front-end crew
monitored the radio
comms of the rescue
team and kept up with
the movement of the
helos and other support
assets (I believe it was
F-16s). We were very
exuberant to hear that
both Tomcat guys got
picked up and made it
out uninjured.
Thinking about it
later, the Tomcat crew
was unlucky to suffer a
single-engine and fuel
transfer system failure,
which took them down
that night. But MotherLuck was with this F-14
crew after their ejection.
We were close by, and the rescue forces got to
them pretty quickly — as you expect any SAR
team to do. That sure is a good thought for any
military flyer when conducting missions of this
sort and in the middle of a desert too!
Our flight was more than 12 hours long —
typical for such missions. Our chief air battle
manager (a great guy named John) and I were
involved in the reports and lessons learned after
the flight. That reporting was great to do since
we were in the right place at the right time,
just as we were several days earlier when we
spotted a large enemy convoy and coordinated
an attack that destroyed it during OIF.
I would be staying in this fight until I returned
to Georgia six weeks later.

F-14s were
re-missioned
for air-toground use
late in their
operational
lifespan.
Operation
Iraq Freedom
(OIF) marked
Smithsonian Photo
the first
operational deployment of the F-14 replacement — newer F/A-18
Super Hornets. For carriers without the two-seat Super Hornet, the
F-14 was the battle commander’s aircraft of choice for precision
strike missions because of its two-seat cockpit, low altitude
navigation and targeting infrared for night (LANTIRN) pod and
longer range. So, for a time, the use of F-14s in Iraq consisted
mainly of nighttime missions with this pod.
Also, one of the more secretive operations in Iraq is the story
of how land-based Navy F-14 Tomcats supported special ground
operation forces during multiple strike missions over western
Iraq. Details were classified at first, but on “Inside the Navy,” an
article stated that missions requiring aircraft to fly long distances,
provide a strong precision strike capability and support forward
air control airborne missions — all capabilities resident in the
Tomcat — went to them. The operations were considered highly
successful. While land-basing the typically carrier-based F-14s
is considered unorthodox, it was the introduction of new tactics,
techniques and procedures that made the missions unique and
so sensitive, said this article.

told, “You’re it!” We were now responsible for
monitoring and watching the rescue helos
coming up from the Saudi Arabian border,
about 50 nautical miles to the south. Initially, the
rescue forces were located east and below our
TEXACO (air refueling) orbits. We were tasked
to align our orbit to keep our side-looking
ground radar on the entire region to help vector
in SAR assets and keep a lookout for any
enemy forces that might approach the downed
Navy crewmembers and make a bad night
worse. CENTCOM’s Joint Personnel Recovery
Center quickly dispatched a USAF 301st
Rescue Squadron Combat Search and Rescue
HH-60G (supported by TACAIR assets) from Al
Jaber Air Base, Kuwait which started the ball
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Duke’s Time in Old
Shaky Continues

BY: LT. COL. THOMAS A. DUKE, USAF (RET)

B

y April 1958, I had the 2,000 hours
required to check out as an aircraft
commander in the C-124. After passing
the local check-ride, I was scheduled
for my first line check to Africa with Captain
Pate, the pilot I first flew with fresh out of cadets
in West Palm Beach. We discovered a fuel tank
leak in Bermuda and had to ferry the plane
back to Brookley for repairs, but the second try
went quite well, and I was then certified to make
a flight on my own, in command.
A trip came up to Ascension Island, located
about 1,100 miles east of Recife, Brazil —
halfway to Africa. I was assigned a great
crew and a rather new aircraft commander, a
lieutenant, as copilot. We stopped at Piarco,
Trinidad, and planned a sunrise departure for a
non-stop flight to Recife. We were very heavy
on departure from Recife because we had to
have return trip fuel on board. We lifted off
close to the end of the runway and leveled off
to gain speed over the sugar fields. We were
still climbing through 800 feet when passing
the eastern coast of Trinidad. I pitied the poor
townspeople on our struggling departure route.
Ascension is a black volcanic ash island with
a small cloud and some green at the highest
point. It was used as a tracking station for Cape
Canaveral experimental missile launches. We
were picked up by NASA tracking station radar
and landed straight in. We spent only a few
hours there and headed back to Recife.
We were required to hold on arrival because

Perpetuating Founder John F. S. Duke

the runway lights were inoperative. No open
alternate airports were available, so we advised
them we only had an hour of holding fuel and
flew circles around that airport for almost that
entire time when they announced some runway
lights were coming on for the short runway.
Upon landing, we had to use reverse thrust,
which kicked up a cloud of dust and sand in
front of the aircraft. We had to have a follow-me
truck show us the way to the ramp without the
aid of taxi lights and with many parked aircraft
blocking the way. The next day, we discovered
much of the paint had been sandblasted off our
props due to construction piles of sand on the
landing runway. The engines had to be swept
clean from the accumulated blowing sand that
blew in during landing.
We fueled up with a small cargo load and
headed for Trinidad. About halfway there, the
flight engineer reported he was losing hydraulic
fluid from the No. 3 engine pump supply line,
so we landed. Once on the ground, we sent
him out to the wing, and he recommended
removing the pump and cracked hydraulic fluid
line from behind the engine so we could stop
the leak, save the pump and have sufficient
fluid for lowing the gear and flaps for future
landings. After startup, we were happy to see
the drop in hydraulic pressure had stopped
but knew we would have to have the line fixed
before we could depart because two pumps
are legally required for flight according to
the minimum equipment list (MEL), and we’d
Daedalian Foundation

47

Recollections
also have to raise the gear more rapidly after
takeoff. The landing was uneventful, and Pan
Am maintenance people were able to repair the
line. My crew reinstalled the pump and line and
ground-checked it to verify no leaks. We then
flew non-stop to Brookley, check ride complete.
Later, news came that the 3rd Air Transport
Squadron was moving to Charleston, and
Brookley was closing down. I soon learned that
rather than moving to Charleston, I was among
the 13 slated to transfer to Hickam Air Force
Base, Hawaii, for four years to continue to fly
Old Shaky.

ride. My first trip was to a war zone near Taipei,
Formosa, while the Nationalist Chinese were
defending Matsu and Quemoy on the coast
of mainland China. I acted as first pilot for an
instructor hauling an F-104 fighter via Wake
Island and Agana, Guam. We returned via Clark
Field in the Philippines and were gone about
a week. I had another round trip to Travis Air
Force Base, California, before being scheduled
for an initial line check to aircraft commander
while still living in Honolulu and essentially
being homeless.
My flight examiner (FE) on the line check
was a stickler — not like the friendly, cheerful
NEW AIRCRAFT COMMANDER
pilots I had gotten used to since arriving at
AT HICKAM
Hickam. The trip took us to Wake Island and
My orientation to Pacific operations came
Tachikawa, Japan. I had never been to “Tachi”
fast and furious. I had a couple of simulator
before and was concerned about the short
rides to become familiar with the procedures
runway essentially in the middle of a heavily
and differences of the C-124 “A” model aircraft. populated area. About halfway between Wake
I also had a local training flight and a check
and Japan, I was taking a two-hour nap when
the engineer woke
me, saying the FE
About the C-124
wanted to talk to me.
The C-124 had to be able to climb at 50 feet per minute on
He asked if I had
takeoff on three engines and avoid any obstacles on its path. This
checked the weather
required calculating the runway length, temperature, altitude,
at Tachi to determine
cargo weight, fuel weight, wind speed, distance to obstacles,
if I should turn around.
runway slope (and urgency of the mission!). Once airborne, cargo
He said it was the
could sometimes be dumped, but not fuel. The R-4360 engines
aircraft commander’s
were very touchy and subject to malfunctioning. Once airborne,
responsibility to do
though, almost all the aircraft systems could be worked on in flight.
so at the point-of-noThe wings had cat-walks so the engineer could work on feathered
return. After checking,
engine accessories, remove generators, fix leaks, etc. and stay in
I found the weather
contact with the cockpit. Hydraulic fluid and electric problems could
also be solved in flight. There were miles of cables that had to be
to be just fine, but
monitored and cared for. All the landing gear components could
the die was cast. He
also be checked. The cabin had 200 canvas seats on two decks.
considered my casual
The cargo compartment could handle busses, four 10,000-pound
attitude toward my
R-4360 B-36 quick-engine changes and pallets of ordinary cargo.
not being on duty
The flight deck had three bunks, a kitchen, lavatory, radio
when that decision
operator and navigator station, a large engineer panel, and a jump
should be made as an
seat above the forward clamshell doors. It sat over 20 feet above
unforgivable error. The
the ground and had two access ladders. There was a hatch above
landing at Tachi was
the cockpit so that a flight engineer could sit on the top and assist
as good as it gets at
the pilot while taxiing.
a strange field under
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My orientation to Pacific operations
came fast and furious.
duress, but the rest of the trip was torture for
me. We returned through Kadena, Okinawa,
another first-time airfield in Japan, with no
problems. But when we returned to Hickam,
I was called in to meet the commander, who
told me my check ride would be continued with
another FE on a Travis turnaround.
The second attempt was much more
cheerful. The FE actually was an interesting
person! On the return flight, we were fully
loaded on departure and still climbing about
50 miles west of San Francisco when the No.
1 engine severely backfired and would not
run smoothly. I had to shut it down, declare an
emergency and receive a clearance to descend
and return to Travis. We descended slowly for
about 30 minutes and entered the traffic pattern
for a ground-controlled approach (GCA). The
approach and landing were picture perfect, and
we returned to the ramp, where we found out
we needed an engine change. We spent one
more night at Travis and returned to Hickam the
next day to receive my certification board as
aircraft commander. I never again reached the
point-of-no-return without being aware of the
destination weather!

FLYING THE PACIFIC

I was flying about 100 hours a month, and
by May 1959, I had over 3,000 hours of more
than two engine time and was upgraded to
instructor pilot while still a first lieutenant. My
logbook shows many local training flights with
newly assigned pilots and people getting ready
for upgrade to aircraft commander. I had a
memorable flight as an instructor to Norton
Air Force Base, California, to pick up a plane
undergoing long-term maintenance. I let the
copilot fly the leg to Travis and watched him like

a hawk. On approach to Travis, our first stop,
I had him do a GCA in visual conditions, and
he was late slowing down and high and fast on
final approach. He landed long, and when he
went to reverse thrust, the aircraft seemed to
accelerate. I grabbed the throttles, put them in
idle and applied brakes. The end of the more
than 10,000-foot runway was fast approaching
when we heard an explosion, and the right wing
dropped a little. When we stopped, we shut the
engines down, called the tower for emergency
services and looked around. I went down the
ladder to the nose door entrance forward of the
nose gear. Facing forward and stepping onto
the runway, I noted two main tires blown on the
right landing gear and one on the left, but no
propeller or other damage. I also felt a strong
wind at my back.
Soon, the emergency trucks arrived, as did a
blue vehicle with the base safety officer. I asked
him for an operations hazard report (OHR), so I
could report the malfunctioning reverse system
and error by the control tower for landing me
with a 20-knot tailwind. He gladly cooperated,
and I received a response a month later, which
stated that a long-overdue improvement in the
reverse system would modify all C-124s with
reverse light indicators installed, along with an
assurance that runway direction changes would
be mandated in the future with tailwinds greater
than 10 knots.
The fleet was modified within a year, which
allowed all crews another safety check for
reverse lights on landing or in flight, as had
happened to the Brookley crew years before.
The report also noted that the blown tire on the
left gear was due to a malfunctioning brake, but
there was no recommendation to provide Old
Shaky with an anti-skid braking system.
Daedalian Foundation
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Book Review
NEAL BASCOMB’S “THE ESCAPE ARTISTS:
A BAND OF DAREDEVIL PILOTS AND THE
GREATEST PRISON BREAK OF THE GREAT WAR”
This New York
Times bestselling
author draws on
previously unseen
letters and memoirs
to tell the story of
the numerous and
most incredible
escapes by Allied
Airmen in WWI. Of
more than 10,000
escape attempts,

573 managed to get away, using complex
and elaborate methods and means, including
tunnels, sympathetic networks, tools and plain
old savvy. The greatest escape was led by ace
pilot David Gray in which 29 Airmen escaped
Alcatraz-like and landlocked Holzminden —
referred to by the Airmen as “Hellminden”
because of the atrocious conditions and
treatment by the illustrious camp commandant
Karl Niemeyer.
A page-turner you don’t want to miss!
Available on Amazon

BLAINE LEE PARDOE’S “TERROR OF THE AUTUMN SKIES:
THE TRUE STORY OF FRANK LUKE, AMERICA’S
ROGUE ACE OF WORLD WAR I”

Author Blaine Pardoe brings us a refreshed
version of Frank Luke’s very short life in
this 2008-published account as a result of
then-recently released letters and other
documentation.
The swashbuckling Luke, cast as a loner
and nonconformist, was constantly chided by
peers and vilified by his CO, Grant, for doing
things his own way in the air — breaking
formation to chase German aircraft, feigning
getting lost and being generally unavailable
when needed.
In these pioneering days of military aviation,
when the aircraft were becoming the new
instrument of death, Luke would stand out,
destroying 14 heavily defended balloons and
four German aircraft during only 10 missions
in a span of two weeks! These two weeks
during the fall/autumn of 1918 would include

the Battle of St Mihiel,
and Luke’s ferocious,
unbridled combat
spirit would make
him deadlier than
the famous Baron
von Richthofen and
the No. 2 American
ace behind Eddie
Rickenbacker. His
undisciplined ways
would cause him
to be under arrest on his
final flight when he stole an aircraft to
join the action over France on Sept. 29 —
a mission that would earn him the
Congressional Medal of Honor, the first to be
bestowed upon a pilot.
Available on Amazon

REVS BY: BRIG. GEN. CHAD MANSKE, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Charles P. Maloney
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DANA DUTHIES’ “CONVOY COVER”

Author and Daedalian, Col. Dana “Conan”
Duthie, is back again, this time with the prequel
to his other three novels: “Tremble,” “Dark Rain”
and “Phantoms of the Shah.”
In “Convoy Cover,” we read about Duthie’s
hero Brad Mitchell as a captain, wannabe
fighter pilot, OV-10 Nail FAC, flying out of
Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Navy Base as
the Southeast Asia War winds down. The
only combat mission remaining for him is in
Cambodia, where the U.S. is trying to help the
Khmer Republic stave off the onslaught of the
Communists (Khmer Rouge, Vietnamese).
As the situation worsens for the
Cambodians, the major assistance the Allies
can provide is air cover for a large ship convoy
trying to get upriver from the Gulf Of Thailand to
the capital city of Phnom Penh to give the city
food, medicine and arms. If the convoy can get
to the capital when it leaves, it can take U.S.

Embassy personnel and
others back down the
river to safety.
The convoy’s trip
is dangerous, as the
sides of the river are
lined with bad guys,
hence the need for
FACs and tactical
airpower. With that
setup, I’ll let you
find out how the
mission goes.
I will tell you that author Duthie
weaves another good story, using his flying
background and working in the politics of the
day with military operations in a way that will
keep you turning the pages. Good job, Duthie,
that’s four out of four good reads!
Available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble

ROBERT W. REEVES’ “A MEMOIRE”

I really enjoyed
fellow Daedalian Bob
Reeves’ book. Over
the years, reading
other memoirs, I
have always been
surprised at how
different each
aviator’s career was.
No two are ever
alike, and it is that
fact that makes
each one so readable. As
Forrest Gump famously stated: “Life is
like a box of chocolates, you never know what
you get until you open it” — or similar words.

Col. Reeves had a very enviable aviation
career. He finished his career with more than
4,600 flying hours, most of them in fighter or
fighter-type aircraft — T-33, F-80, F-86F/D,
F-89H/J, F-101B/F, F-102, F-106, RF4C, U-3
and T-39 to name most of his higher time
aircraft (there are seven others, not including
UPT aircraft). Needless to say, the colonel has
more than a few interesting stories about his
flying and assignments.
The book is well written and can easily be
finished in a few days. I also think this would
make a great gift for any young man/woman
considering an aviation career.
Good job, Reeves!
Available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble

REVS BY: COL. FRANCIS KAPP, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Dexter N. Lutz
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Book Review
ROBERT F. DORR’S “AIR COMBAT:
AN ORAL HISTORY OF FIGHTER PILOTS”

I expected a lot from
this book, as the author
had published some 80
books and thousands
of articles mostly
dealing with military
operations and flying
before his passing
in 2016. Many of us
are familiar with his
impressive work.
I knew the topics
would be limited to
fighter pilots from the title, so
I did not expect descriptions of rotary wing,
transport or bomber aircraft. This book met and
exceeded my expectations in several ways.
First, it delivered in content. It is compiled
from interviews with the pilots and crew
members who flew the missions and aircraft
covered in the book. The first interview came
from USAAF P-40 Pearl Harbor pilots who
managed to get airborne and attack the
Japanese forces. The last was from McDonnell
Douglas F-15E crews who attacked targets in
Afghanistan. In between are interviews with
crews in many of the active combat actions.
Many are well known, like the Grumman
F6F Hellcat, North American F-86 Sabre,
Republic F-105 Thunderchief and Douglas
AD-4 Skyraider. Others are not so well known,
making it very interesting. Examples are the
Douglas EF-10B Skyknight and the Cessna
A-37B Dragonfly.
Second, it delivered in credibility. The author
smoothly moves from the interview words of his
subject to his narrative, giving it background
and context. He then intersperses supporting

facts that let the reader understand how the
crews were trained and prepared, how the
aircraft was employed and how the results can
be understood. Most of the crews and aircraft
subjects are covered in at least one actual
mission, which is very informative and brings
the subjects to life.
Third, it delivers in organization. He makes it
very easy to read because each chapter covers
the interview and mission and then includes a
chart that describes the aircraft with its size,
armament, performance and other important
facts. The accompanying pictures with detailed
captions make it easy to follow along without
having to look up pictures of the aircraft
themselves.
Finally, there are some 20 chapters in Air
Combat. Each one can stand on its own, so
when I picked the book up, I did not have to
recall what I had read before but could start
with the next chapter with its new subject.
I found the treatment of the subject was
perfect for this topic. It gives a nice overview
of the crews and aircraft chosen for the book.
There is also value in that if you want to know
more about the aircraft, crews, missions or
campaigns, you have enough information to
go on and find more. And if you do want to
know more, which is unlikely, you will have
learned more than you knew before. There
may be such a book for the years before Pearl
Harbor, and if so, I would like to read it. Even
16 years after the publication, there would be
fewer WWII crews to interview for a book like
this. As time marches on, the same can be said
for years after.
All in all, this is a really good book.
Available on Amazon and abebooks.com

REV BY: LT. COL. CHARLIE BAUMANN, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Charles E. Baum
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Daedalian Foundation

FLIGHT 18

Guest speaker retired
Air Force Col. Tom
Lindahl from the MOAA
Boulder Colorado Chapter
presented a program on
the late Air Force Col. Bill
Bower, a Dolittle Raider and
Daedalian life member of
both flight 18 and national.
He is raising money for
Flight 18’s leadership are, from left, Lt. Col. Ross
a stone monument with an
Wilhite, USAF (Ret), Lt. Col. Greg Black, USAF
inlaid bronze plaque for the (Ret), Lt. Col. Nelson Paler, USMC (Ret), Maj. Gen. Mason
Boulder Park, named after
Whitney, USAF (Ret), Mr. Spencer Mamber, Lt. Col. Jerry
Bill Bower, honoring him.
Owen, USAF (Ret), Col. John Priecko, USAF (Ret), CW4 Ed
We had a great turnout of
Quick, USAR (Ret) and Lt. Col. Joe Grindrod, USAF (Ret) —
not pictured.
31 members and guests.
Retired Air Force Maj.
FEBRUARY MEETING
Gen. Mason Whitney presented a check
to Lindahl for $1,000 from the flight with a
At our Feb. 18
pledge of another $1,500 by April.
meeting, fellow
Retired Air Force Col. Dale Boggie
Daedalian and Flight
conducted the installment of 2022 flight
18 member, Maj. Gen.
officers:
Floyd Dunstan, from
• Flight Captain — Lt. Col. Ross L.
Air Education Training
Wilhite, USAF (Ret)
Command (AETC)
• Vice Flight Captain — Lt. Col. Greg
Randolph Air Force
Black, USAF (Ret)
Base, Texas, gave us
• Adjutant — CW4 Ed Quick, USAR
an update on all the
Dunstan
(Ret)
changes to the current
• Treasurer — Mr. Spencer Mamber
pilot training program. He covered the
• Provost Marshal — Lt. Col. Nelson
current shortage of pilots in the system
Paler, USMC (Ret)
to include an overview of training and
• Scholarship Chairman — Maj. Gen.
education in today’s Air Force.
Mason Whitney, USAF (Ret)
Dunstan said the Daedalian scholarship
• Endowment Award Chairman —
programs are a great help in feeding
Lt. Col. Joe Grindrod, USAF (Ret)
qualified young pilots to the Air Force and
• Publicity Chairman — Lt. Col. Jerry
all the services. We had 25 in attendance,
Owen, USAF (Ret)
with one new member, retired Air Force
• Chaplain — Col. John Priecko,
Lt. Col. Bill O’Neil, a 96-year-old, WWII,
USAF (Ret)
Korean and Vietnam veteran.

MILE HIGH

SUBMITTED BY: CW4 ED QUICK, USAR (RET)
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SUBMITTED BY: LT. COL. ANDREW DEMBOSKY, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Leonidas P. Denmark

Lt. Col. Darryl
“Egg” Smith,
USAF (Ret),
describes flying
the Dragon Lady
at Flight 62’s
January lunch.

2

022 might be the year of the tiger
according to the Chinese calendar,
but Fighter Flight started the
year off with a dragon — the U-2
“Dragon Lady,” to be precise.
For our January luncheon, our guest
speaker, retired Air Force Lt. Col. Darryl
“Egg” Smith, reviewed his remarkable
career that included flying F-16s, U-2s
and other aircraft. He currently serves
as a “check airman” and captain with

American Airlines.
His presentation of slides and videos
detailing the challenges of flying and
landing the U-2 truly awed the over 40
members and guests in attendance. This
remarkable aircraft has served the USAF
for more than 60 years.
In February, retired Air Force Brig. Gen.
David “Trashman” Hicks, ’89 United States
Air Force Academy grad, A-10 weapons
officer with more than 3,800 hours — 500 of

Brig. Gen. David “Trashman” Hicks, USAF (Ret), captivates Fighter Flight as he
describes saving Afghanis.
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FIGHTER
month. Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Tony
Grady has had a truly impressive career. As
a ’77 USAFA grad, he developed a strong
desire to become a test pilot. After flying
assignments in the B-52D, OV-10, A-37B
and FB-111, he finally went through test
pilot school.
He eventually became the squadron
commander for B-2 test and development,
where he got to fly the first mission
dropping 80 500-pound bombs at once.
After retiring from the Air Force, he had
another career as an MD-11 captain for
FedEx, then founded and CEO’d a biotech
company. Never content to rest on his
laurels, he is now running for lieutenant
governor of Nevada.
We’ll have a challenge to match such
impressive guest speakers for the spring.

Headquarters wants to know what your flight is doing!
Remember to fill out the Special Activities report in the Deliverables
section of Salesforce or email communications@daedalians.org.

We would love to share it in the next Flyer
and on social media!
Daedalian Foundation

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

those in combat over Iraq and Afghanistan
— joined us. One of his last assignments
had him leading all the training efforts for
the Afghani Air Force.
When the Taliban took over this past
summer, he received a phone call from
old colleagues asking for any assistance
possible. Hicks immediately became part
of Operation Sacred Promise, an effort by
several volunteers to guide Afghanis to
safety. He and others spent two sleepless
weeks on the phone and computer to assist
more than 1,000 Afghanis to get out of the
country, with most eventually able to settle
in the U.S.
Coincidently, our March speaker also
spoke of incredible aircraft and current
politics, and we had over 40 members and
guests in attendance for the third straight

FLIGHT 62

Lt. Col. Tony Grady, USAF (Ret), impresses Fighter Flight as he discusses his
career and being the first to drop 80 500-pound bombs from the B- 52 at once.
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SUBMITTED BY: CAPT. PETER F. VETTERS, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Howard C. Brandt

JANUARY MEETING
The Harley H. Pope Flight presented
its spring Army/Navy ROTC Scholarship
in January. Flight Captain, Joe Fitzpatrick,
introduced Capt. Andrew Hertel,
Commanding Officer of the North Carolina
Consortium (Naval ROTC). A submarine
officer, Hertel appreciated the flight letting
him “in the air, where you all operate.” It
was a great opportunity, and we still need to
send leaders of character into the world to
take on the next set of challenges.
Hertel pointed out that we have one in
Midshipman Ben Hardy. As seen by his 3.5
GPA, he’ll do great things in aviation. After
Hardy graduates from North Carolina State
University, he will head to Pensacola for
flight training. Hardy was very thankful to
the flight. “I want to represent you all well
as I go to Pensacola,” he said. As Battalion
Commander, he has weekly discussions,
and he owes a lot to Hertel.

Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, USAF (Ret),
presents a Naval ROTC Scholarship
to MIDN Ben Hardy.

Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

The meeting continued
with a presentation from
one of the flight’s own,
Mr. Doug Rowe. Rowe
flew the T-38 Talon and
C-130s.
Rowe flew his first solo
at Higginsville Airport on
Rowe
Jan. 24, 1979, and earned
his Private Pilot Certificate
in May — later, he painted his first solo.
After receiving a call from the Marine
Corps to fly F-18s, he went to Quantico
but was not medically qualified to fly. Rowe
graduated OCS and Central Missouri
State with a bachelor’s in fine arts with an
emphasis in graphics. He graduated the Air
Force’s OTS on April 1, 1983.
He showed his painting of his Tweet
T-37 formation solo that he painted from the
picture taken by the two instructor pilots on
his wing. Rowe painted his last student T-38
formation sortie from a photo he took. He
was later assigned to C-130s and created
a painting of his only actual approach to
minimums in the Air Force.
Rowe left the Air Force in 1991. In
2006, he went into his own art business
full time. After seeing a post from an Air
Force artist indicating that the same type
of position was open for the Navy in 2020,
Rowe applied. The U.S. Naval History and
Heritage Command (NHHC) called him for
an interview, and he was hired on March
16, 2020.
Since being hired as a “combat artist,”
he’s painted 35 with one-third documenting
current Naval events, including two hospital
ships, a P-3 Orion, Lt. j.g. Grade Madeline
Swegle (the Navy’s first black female
tactical pilot) in front of a T-45C, the last

Flightline

F-18 C & D Blue Angels and the first aerial
refueling of an F-18F by an MQ-25.
To see Rowe’s work or contact him
about painting an aviation memory of
yours, go to his website at
douglasrowestudios.com.

FEBRUARY MEETING

On Feb. 24, Flight 48
received an enlightening
presentation from Maj.
Charles “Chuck” Boler
about his 14 months
on Diego Garcia. Boler
graduated from North
Carolina State University
Boler
in 2006 as a logistics
readiness officer.
Jesting, Boler stated that, while on
Diego Garcia as the Commander of the
36th Mission Support Group (MSG),
Detachment 1, he worked for three bosses
— his actual boss at Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam, the Navy Skipper on base
and the British O-5, as they own the island.
The detachment maintained a large stock
of War Reserve Material and was always
cleaning, as the vehicles corroded because
they were surrounded by water.
Det. 1 of the 36th MSG oversaw
Thunder Cove — a tent city to house
deployment forces. There were 100 or so
tent pads, and the detachment provided

Maj. Charles Boler at the Navy Ball,
his final event at Diego Garcia.

Daedalian Foundation
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Mr. Doug Rowe’s 2019 Talons Over
Muleshoe 15x30 oil on linen.

water and air conditioning. There was a lot
of deterioration when Boler got there, and
many forces stayed downtown. But, when
COVID hit, the Navy quarantined troops
and sent them there.
Munitions were their largest contingent.
Boler had 15 bodies to work on corrosion
control of the ammunition and weapons.
If they weren’t using the stock, they had
to send it out. The typical aircraft bedded
down were B-52s, RC-135s and WC-135s.
He had 28 personnel and KBR, a major
contractor, mostly Filipinos, to save on
manpower. They were isolated with limited
aircraft coming in. It’s a 30-plus-hours
flight from the U.S. east coast. Singapore
is closest at 5 hours, and a plane came in
once a week.
There were limited medical facilities,
and it was hard to get people out for
medical requirements. This was the largest
challenge. It was a long supply chain,
getting food in too.
In January 2020, they had B-52s coming
in on deployment for 30 days. The SECDEF
added 30 days, extending them when
everything shut down. They kept extending,
and it turned into a five-month rotation.
He had to support them, and most of his
skilled personnel were only one deep. Boler
spent 14 months on the island when it was
supposed to be a 12-month rotation.
The Navy Ball was Boler’s final event.
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SUBMITTED BY: LT. COL. DAVE BARNETT, USAF (RET)
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Perpetuating Founder Frank L. Barnard

an Diego Flight 13 had interesting
speakers at our February, March and
April meetings. This included hearing
about a crash site memorial, fast
cars and airplanes and the 50th anniversary
of Apollo 16.

Flight
Captain
Dave
Barnett
with
March’s
guest
speaker,
Paul T.
Glessner.

FEBRUARY MEETING
Our February speaker, Alexander Bevil,
gave an excellent presentation about the
Airplane Crash Site Memorial on Japacha
Ridge in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park.
The memorial consists of a battered
V-12 aircraft engine mounted on a stone
masonry pedestal. A small bronze plaque
is affixed to its base that reads, “In Memory
of COL Marshall and 1st LT Weber, who fell
at this spot, Dec. 7, 1922.” This accident
resulted in one of the longest and largest
combined air and ground searches in U.S
military history at the time.

ALPINE VFW POST 9578
The Alpine VFW Post 9578 has donated
$500 to support our DFT program for
the past two years, and they have now
committed to making this an annual
contribution.
In recognition of the post’s commitment
to our DFT program, Rich Martindell
presented a Flight 13 plaque to
Post Commander John Sullivan and
Quartermaster Carl Silva.

Flight 13’s Rich Martindell, middle,
presented a plaque to Post
Commander John Sullivan, left, and
Quartermaster Carl Silva, right, on
Feb. 12.

Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

MARCH MEETING
Paul T. Glessner, an aerospace
engineer and an aerodynamicist for land
and air vehicles with a master’s degree,
spoke at our March meeting about his
early fascination with professional racecar
driving, only to become a private pilot at
age 16 and an aerospace engineer later.
He also shared the experiences and
varied connections he has made throughout
his career with many racecars and airplane
programs.

Flightline
On April
8, fellow
Daedalians
gathered for
the annual
meeting at
the Hilton
Hotel
Estancia
del Norte,
near the
San Antonio
Airport.
Several
HQ reports
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen,
described
USAF (Ret), presents
the
the plaque to Lt. Col. Dave
excellent
Barnett, USAF (Ret).
results
achieved through the scholarship and
the Daedalian Flying Training programs.
Also, awards were presented to
recognize outstanding individual and flight
achievements.
San Diego Flight 13 was honored to
receive the Jimmy Doolittle Distinguished
Flight Award in Category A.

LONG-TIME DAEDALIAN, FLIGHT 13 MEMBER FLIES WEST

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Robert L. Cardenas died on March
10, his 102 birthday, while hospitalized at Sharp Memorial Hospital.
Cardenas is survived by his sons, Michael and Mark, his daughters,
Robin, Debra and Maria, and 17 grandchildren. He is preceded in
death by his wife of 74 years, Gladys, who passed on April 20.
A memorial service was held at the Miramar National Cemetery on
March 31, followed by a celebration of his life at the San Diego Air and
Space Museum.
We all salute Cardenas for his outstanding military career. He was
Cardenas
a Life Member of the Order of Daedalians and a long-time member of
Daedalians Flight 13.
He received many military awards and decorations, including the Air Force Distinguished
Service Medal, Legion of Merit and DFC. He was also inducted into the National Aviation
Hall of Fame and the International Air & Space Hall of Fame.
Daedalian Foundation

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

The April
speaker
was Francis
French,
a noted
book and
magazine
author from
Manchester,
England,
specializing
Francis French with
in space
Flight 13 Captain
flight
Dave Barnett.
history.
His space history writing is well-known
and respected for the number of personal
interviews with astronauts and cosmonauts,
including Wally Schirra, Gordon Cooper,
Scott Carpenter and Pavel Popovich. He
has also appeared as a space expert on
the Discovery Channel, History Channel,
Science Channel and the BBC World
Service.
For this meeting, Francis’ presentation
focused on the Apollo 16 mission as we
celebrated the 50th anniversary of that flight
(April 16-27, 1972).

FLIGHT 13

DISTINGUISHED FLIGHT AWARD

SAN DIEGO

APRIL MEETING
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SUBMITTED BY: PETER D. LENNON AND
MAJ. GREG CURTIS, USAF (RET) Perpetuating Founder Thomas C. Curtis
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n addition to supporting DFT, Flight
53 regularly sponsors promising Civil
Air Patrol (CAP) cadets to attend
CAP National Flight Academies (NFA)
for both powered flight and gliders. At a
powered flight academy, cadets get an
intensive eight- to nine-day program, and
those who do well and are lucky enough
to have the weather cooperate may get a
chance to solo.
This year, CAP Cadet Major Andrew
Gousse, 18, of Augusta, Maine, soloed
at the National Flight Academy New
Jersey Wing – Falcon Flight at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.
Gousse was the Cadet Deputy Commander
of the CAP Augusta Composite Squadron.
A June 2021 graduate of Cony High School,
he has been accepted by the College of
Southern Maryland in partnership with the
University of Maryland, where he intends to
study electrical engineering.
He has set his sights on becoming
an engineer in Navy flight testing at
the Naval Air Warfare Center, Patuxent
River, Maryland. He believes the aviation
knowledge he gained at the CAP powered
flight academy will be extremely valuable in
his career.
The flight learned another of its previous
scholarship recipients, CAP Cadet Master
Sergeant Phoebe Ross, of Randolph,
New Hampshire, completed her Private
Pilot Certificate this summer. Ross’s path
to piloting began with Flight 53 funding
her attendance at a CAP powered flight
academy in 2019.
In the face of COVID and funding limits,
Curtis also developed and taught a Private
Pilot Knowledge Test Prep Course for CAP
cadets in lieu of a canceled National Flight
Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

Academy for powered aircraft originally
contemplated for the Brunswick Executive
Airport (KBXM) in Brunswick, Maine.
So far this year, five of 10 cadets have
passed the FAA Exam, which gives them
a knowledge test certificate good for two
years to be used towards a Private Pilot
Practical Test. Passing the knowledge exam
also puts cadets in the running for CAP
Wing Scholarships, in which the Air Force
pays for flight training and a check ride for a
Private Pilot Certificate.
As one of the flight’s most active flyers,
Curtis flew a CAP orientation flight this
summer for two AFJROTC cadets from
Lewiston High School, the first in 13 years
for that school. Curtis also is Chief of Staff
of the CAP Maine Wing and a CAP Certified
Flight Instructor (CFI).
With Curtis at the controls of a CAP
Cessna 172 Skyhawk, Cadet Teliah
Viscone and Cadet Richard Caron flew
from and to Auburn/Lewiston Municipal
Airport via Knox County Regional Airport
in Rockland, Maine. The cadets alternated
between the right and back seat for each
leg of the flight and, under Curtis’ watchful
eye, took turns flying along Maine’s scenic
seacoast.
The orientation flight’s mission to
energize the next generation to become
pilots was accomplished.
Just a few days after the flight, Caron
told the Lewiston School Board, “It was the
most exciting experience I have ever had.”
He was inspired to become a pilot.
Viscone reported that she added “pilot”
to her career objective of becoming a
teacher after Curtis demonstrated she could
combine both roles by becoming a CAP CFI
like him.

Flightline
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Col. Robert Rodekohr, ANG
(Ret), presents Col. Tom
Lindahl, USAF (Ret), with a flight coin.

Daedalian Foundation

F.E. WARREN AFB, WYOMING

Flight 54’s February speaker was Col. Tom Lindahl, USAF (Ret), who spoke about
Col. Bill Bower, USAF (Ret), a Doolittle airman.

FLIGHT 54

light 54 gathered for its February
meeting with 22 members and six
guests, including Flight 18 members.
Retired Air Force Col. Tom Lindahl
gave a presentation on retired Air Force Col.
Bill Bower, one of the last Doolittle airman.
He also provided an update on the Bill
Bower memorial park that is being built in
Boulder, Colorado. During the business
portion of the meeting, Flight 54 agreed to
pledge $500 to the memorial by donations
from members.
The budget for 2022 was proposed and
approved. The flight will give one scholarship
for flight training, with the possibility of a
second depending on sufficient funding.
Meeting guests included retired Air Force
Maj. Gen. Mason Whitney, retired Army
Reservist Chief Warrant Officer 4 Ed Quick,
John Putnam
— 2021 ROTC
scholarship
winner, Lt. Col
John Sieps —
UW Detachment
Commander,
and Joe Melia —
recent graduate
of UW-Laramie
on his way to
Ft. Rucker for
flight training in
helicopters.

Perpetuating Founder Justin P. Quirk

FORT WARREN

SUBMITTED BY: CW4 ED QUICK, USAR (RET)
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SUBMITTED BY: COL. JOHN “WOODY” ALMIND, USAF (RET)
JANUARY MEETING

Perpetuating Founder Frank P. Albrook

At our Jan. 11 meeting, the 26th
Gateway Flight at Scott Air Force Base,
Illinois, celebrated our great American
Veterans. Our very own retired Air
Force Col. Phil Roberts, A-1 “Skyraider”
pilot in Vietnam, gave an outstanding
presentation on his many flying
adventures.
Members of the flight thoroughly
enjoyed the presentation, and there was
lots of interaction during and after the
presentation.

FLIGHT 26

Col. Woody Almind,
USAF (Ret), with
January’s speaker Col.
Phil Roberts, USAF (Ret).

Col. Phil Roberts,
USAF (Ret), spoke
about his days
flying the A-1
Skyraider.

GATEWAY

Col. Phil
Roberts, USAF
(Ret), presents at
the meeting.
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Flight 26’s
members
and guests at
the January
meeting.
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Lt. Col. Richard “Dick” Kosco, USAF (Ret),
spoke at Flight 26’s March meeting.

Flight 26’s
members
and guests
at the March
meeting.

Daedalian Foundation
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Lt. Col. Richard “Dick” Kosco, USAF (Ret),
discussing his time flying.

FLIGHT 26

At our March 22 meeting, we
continued to celebrate our 26th
Gateway Flight great American
Veterans with retired Air Force Lt.
Col. Richard “Dick” Kosco, O-1
“Birddog” pilot in Vietnam.
Kosco is a command pilot with
8,400 hours (1,100 combat hours)
in military aircraft, including the
T-37, T-38, C-124, O-1, C-141,
C5A, T-39 and C-9. He also has
9,000 hours in civil aircraft, flying
the C-9 for Midway Airlines.
As a C-5 instructor pilot, Kosco
trained former MAC Commander
Gen. William G. Moore in C-5 air
refueling. He also trained Vice
MAC Commander Gen. Daniel
“Chappie” James, Jr. in the C-5
simulator and VIP flying course.
His decorations include the
Silver Star, Distinguished Flying
Cross and Bronze Star. Kosco
gave an outstanding presentation,
and members of the flight
thoroughly enjoyed it with lots of
interaction during and after the
presentation.

GATEWAY

MARCH MEETING
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SUBMITTED BY: LT. COL. JOHN WRIGHT, USAF (RET)
JANUARY MEETING
National Capital Flight’s guest presenter
on Jan. 12 was Air Force Lt. Gen. Kevin B.
Schneider, Director of Staff, Headquarters
U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington,
Virginia. Schneider is an F-16 and F-15E
pilot with 530 combat hours.
He discussed his experiences in East
Asia with a focus on Japan and then Desert
Storm and Shield. Schneider explained
that unit training and “distributed mission
training” now focus on specific threats,
which makes it more realistic and that the
young pilots rapidly learn and adapt to
the systems of the new aircraft and their
capabilities. He pointed out that simulators
at different bases are linked so that fighters,
bombers and command and control aircraft
can “fly” missions together.
As the Director of Staff with involvement
in a wide array of “policies, plans, positions,
procedures and cross-functional issues,”
member questions covered a wide variety
of topics, including flying hour availability,
the physical fitness test, aircraft availability,
airmen extremism, the A-10 and future
relations with China.

FEBRUARY MEETING
Lt. Gen. S. Clinton Hinote was the
Feb. 9 speaker. Hinote is the Deputy
Chief of Staff for Strategy, Integration and
Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air
Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia.
As the Air Forces’ lead futurist, he
focused on autonomous flight. He was
an F-117 pilot, and the F-117 had great
autopilot and autothrottles, freeing the pilot
to focus on the more difficult, intensive
task of target identification and weapons
Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

Perpetuating Founder Harry J. Wright
employment since it was not equipped with
autonomous targeting.
Hinote spoke about Remotely Piloted
Aircraft (RPA) and the mission evolving
from tactical reconnaissance to the ability
to look down and apply combat power.
He discussed how the future force might
consist of a mix of crewed aircraft and
Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicles
(UCAVs). As an Air Force, Hinote stated
that we must identify what humans and
machines do well in combat to develop the
right composition of crewed and unmanned
aircraft. The question moving forward is
to identify the makeup of a unit of combat
power. With the increasing cost of modern
weapon systems, UCAVs can serve as a
force multiplier to project power, seek to
achieve air superiority, provide defensive
counterair and break the cost curve. A
limiting factor to large numbers of UCAVs
will involve the safety and deconfliction of
crewed and unmanned aerial vehicles in
airspace.
The question-and-answer session
focused on
the need to
fight better as
a team with
an emphasis
on Joint
All Domain
Command and
Control. Also,
the Global War
on Terrorism
and continuing
budget
resolutions
Brig. Gen. Chad
by Congress
Manske, USAF (Ret)
impacting
with Lt. Gen. S. Clinton
Hinote in February.
the ability of
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MARCH MEETING
Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret),
with Col. John Martinson, USAF
(Ret), and his wife, Diana.

Daedalian Foundation
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of landing strategic aircraft such as C-5s
and B-747s. Taszár Air Base was the first
unmanned Predator aircraft mission site to
ensure warring factions complied with the
Dayton Accords. While serving as first Air
Force and then-Defense Attaché, a voter
referendum took place in Hungary in 1997
on NATO membership, with Hungary joining
in 1999.
Martinson transitioned to his State
Department career in November 2000. His
Foreign Service Officer career included
assignments in Lome, Togo, London,
England, as a consulate officer conducting
non-immigrant visa interviews for two years,
and then back to Hungary as a political
officer. As a political officer in Hungary, he
worked Roma issues and collaboration with
Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)
and the embassy. After his Foreign Service
Officer career, he served as a SlovakianHungarian desk officer until his retirement
in 2021.
Martinson served as National Capital
Flight’s Treasurer since 2008. Members and
guests in attendance enjoyed the overview
of his public service journey, thanked him
for his volunteer commitment to Flight 4,
and bid well wishes to him and his wife,
Diana, as they move to Abilene, Texas.

FLIGHT 4

Our March presenter was fellow Flight
4 Daedalian, retired Air Force Col. Jon
Martinson. He focused on his 49-year
journey in service through his 30-year Air
Force career, 10 years as a Foreign Service
Officer and 9 years as a Program Analyst
for the U.S. State Department.
Martinson was the Director of Mobility
Forces for Joint Task Force Provide Relief.
The operation was based in Mombasa,
Kenya, and used C-130s to provide food
and humanitarian relief into Somalia in
1992. The start of Operation Restore Hope
created dual-tasking for the C-130s. Of 22
Air National Guard and active-duty C-130s,
Provide Relief used four and Restore
Hope the remainder. Two United Kingdom
Royal Air Force C-130s and three German
Luftwaffe C-160s and crews augmented the
American forces in these missions.
In 1995, he became an air attaché in
Budapest, Hungary. The Dayton Accords
provided a framework for peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina during his tenure. He
assisted in the use of Taszár Air Base,
Hungary, to serve as the transit point of
U.S. forces to the Balkans in support of the
Implementation Force (IFOR) for Operation
Joint Endeavor and then the Stabilization
Force (SFOR) for Operation Joint Guard.
Seven thousand troops moved through
Taszár. With an airfield, roads and railway,
it was an ideal choice. It represented the
closest airfield to the Balkans, capable

NATIONAL CAPITAL

the Air Force to modernize and prepare
for a near-peer adversary. The continual
budget question is to find the right mix of
personnel, infrastructure and hardware. It
was a great evening as Hinote discussed
the impact of UCAVs to potentially influence
the future Air Force and maintain its
competitive advantage.
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DECEMBER MEETING
Pioneer Flight 32 met on Dec. 16 at the
Oak Ridge Country Club for our Annual
Christmas meeting. This meeting was
open to both members and guests. We all
welcomed Pat Gilmore back following his
illness; always good to see someone return.
We began with our usual social
hour, followed by some delicious menu
selections. After dinner, our festivities
continued with a “White Elephant” gift
exchange. It began with drawing numbers
and a brief refresher of the “rules of
engagement.” The selection of a gift
followed by another gift selection (or
stealing a previously selected gift) up to the
maximum of three steals. Bottles of wine
went back and forth rapidly until reaching
the limit. Other gifts included aircraft

Perpetuating Founder Egbert O. Drissell

instrument coasters, a Ninja suit and an
actual white elephant figurine.
Everyone left with something, some
drinkable and some not.

FEBRUARY MEETING
On Feb. 17, Flight 32 met at the Oak
Ridge Country Club. With no January
meeting due to COVID concerns, Flight
Captain O.C. Hope addressed a variety of
business items that needed to be covered,
like dues and the Daedalian Flight Training
Program (DFT). This program provides
training scholarships for those wishing to
pursue a military aviation career. He asked
members to identify those individuals and
encourage their application.
Once business items were addressed,
there seemed to be continuous

PIONEER

FLIGHT 32

CLEARFIELD, UTAH
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Flight 32’s Annual Christmas meeting was open to members and guests at the
Oak Ridge Country Club. After a social hour and dinner, there was a “White
Elephant” gift exchange where everyone left with something.

Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022
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MARCH MEETING
Our March gathering began with a

spirited social hour with everyone enjoying
each other’s company while visiting and
passing on a few war stories. The social
hour progressed into our evening meals.
Pioneer Flight 32, as appointed by the
governor, has full responsibility for the
management and operation of the Utah
Aviation Hall of Fame. Each year, a new
member is selected from the current list of
nominees and formally inducted during a
banquet dinner on Memorial Day weekend.
This year’s event is scheduled to take
place at the Hill Aerospace Museum and
will celebrate the heroism of Ensign Hans
Jensen during the Battle of Leyte Gulf.
We anticipate quite a few family members
to attend and celebrate their cousin’s
induction.
Having no scheduled speaker, we
again continued our member war stories
concerning different flying conditions and
restrictions in various countries. These
stories make being a member of the
Daedalians so worthwhile.
Daedalian Foundation
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conversations throughout the room. The
meeting concluded with several war stories.
My personal one happened in South
Korea. Our squadron commander and
squadron EW were leading a night flight
to Kooni Range. They were to drop flares
to illuminate the target. The range officer
always lit a smudge pot at the target, which
was on a small island off the west coast.
The pilot and I departed the IP heading
toward the target. Thirty degrees to our
left, the sky lit up with flares. We checked
our equipment, ignored the flares and
proceeded on.
After several dive bomb passes, we
exited the target area and went past the
flare area. A small fishing boat with another
smudge pot was clearly visible. Needless to
say, we didn’t have to buy any drinks after
that flight.

FLIGHT 32

Pioneer Flight’s March meeting had an exciting social hour that continued into
the dinner. With no set speaker, members continued to share their war stories
with one another.
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SUBMITTED BY: COL. MARIO CAMPOS, JR., USAF (RET)
JANUARY MEETING

Perpetuating Founder Ernest B. Camper

On Jan. 5, the 24th Flight met
for lunch at the Underwood Golf
Complex to discuss the coming year.
Following lunch, Flight Vice Captain
Ric Lambart, also President of the
1st Aero Squadron Foundation in
Columbus, New Mexico, delivered
an extremely well-prepared video
presentation on the “First Historical
Return of Army Pilots to Columbus,
The U.S. Army arriving at Columbus, New
New Mexico.”
Mexico, for the first time in 104 years.
The presentation celebrated
Courtesy Ric Lambart
the return of U.S. Army pilots to
flight to an outstanding show.
Columbus after 104 years — when
Pancho Villa’s forces attacked Columbus,
FEBRUARY MEETING
and General Pershing’s forces responded
during the Punitive Expedition. Amongst
Flight 24 celebrated St. Valentine’s Day
General Pershing’s forces were U.S. Army
on Feb. 9 with Julie Pitt dressed in red for
the occasion. Before lunch, flight members
pilots of the fledgling U.S. Army Air Corps
flying Curtis JN-4 “Jennys” out of Columbus spoke of their close friendship with former
in support of ground forces.
Major Charlie Overstreet, who died of a
Lambart’s presentation was primarily
massive heart attack on Feb. 3 at age 84.
a series of photos with his commentary.
Following lunch, the group was
extremely fortunate to have guest speaker,
Included amongst the dignitaries were
Maj. Abdul Nasir Qaumi, former of the
former El Paso Mayor Susie Azar and Dr.
Dague, Director of History, United States
Afghan Air Force. He was born in Kabul,
Army Sergeants Major Academy in Fort
Afghanistan, in 1991, and his father was a
Bliss, Texas.
general in the Afghan Air Force.
Qaumi began his presentation by
Two notable photos were of the restored
showing his wedding pictures. He is
1916 vintage Hoover Hotel which suffered
a myriad of bullet holes during Pancho
working on bringing his wife and 6-monthVilla’s 1916 attack and of the Pink Store
old child to the United States. He is
Restaurant and Gift Store across the border currently working as a translation assistant
for Afghan families settling in the United
in Mexico which provided the meals for
States. He is looking for a long-term job
the occasion — the first time in history the
Pink Store has delivered meals across the
using his flying and leadership skills.
He has more than 3,000 flight hours and
border into the United States.
Following his presentation, Lambart
flew the MD-530 attack helicopter in combat
answered several questions from his fellow operations. He crashed twice in combat but
flight members. All-in-all, he treated the
luckily survived.
Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022
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314TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
GRADUATION

The 314th Fighter Squadron held its
F-16 Basic Course Graduation off base at
the Tea Shed in Alamogordo, New Mexico,
on Jan. 28. Due to COVID-19 precautions,
the graduation was limited to squadron
members and a small number of guests.
Nevertheless, the 24th Flight continued
to sponsor the Daedalian Major General
Franklin A. Nichols Leadership Award. The
recipient of the award was Capt. James
“Jinks” Tittenger, who is being assigned to
Aviano Air Base, Italy.
The guest speaker was Lt. Col. Justin
“Astro” Elliott, the Commander and Leader
of the U.S. Air Force Aerial Demonstration
Team, the “Thunderbirds.”
The members of the 24th Flight extend
their sincere best wishes to Tittenger and
his classmates for continued success as
F-16 fighter pilots and throughout their Air
Force careers. Also, many thanks to Capt.
Scott “Mad Dog” Brandon for keeping the
flight in the loop concerning the graduation.

MARCH MEETING

On March 2, the 24th Flight welcomed
another outstanding guest speaker, retired
Air Force Lt. Col. Rick Holdridge, a United
States Air Force Academy graduate
who earned his Ph.D. in astronautical
engineering from Stanford University.
He has been a member of numerous

southwest planning groups, including the
New Mexico Spaceport Authority. In 2011,
New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez
appointed Holdridge as Chairman of the
Spaceport Authority.
Holdridge’s presentation was titled
“Spaceport America, Past, Present, and
Future – Personal Thoughts and History.”
He has been involved in Spaceport
activities since 1998 and was a committee
member that helped build the Spaceport
in New Mexico. The Spaceport, owned by
the state, created thousands of jobs in New
Mexico. He interjected that the Spaceport
provided an opportunity to bury the ashes
of James Doohan, the actor who played
“Scotty” in “Star Trek,” in space.
According to Holdridge, New Mexico is
perfect for a spaceport because its weather
is clear most of the time and it has plenty
of airspace, making it the best location of
all spaceports nationwide. Although the
Spaceport’s most visible customer has
been Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic
Program, the Spaceport has supported
numerous commercial and government
space launch programs. These customers
included Boeing, several universities, the
USAF Thunderbirds and some car racing
programs. The Spaceport Authority also
courted Elon Musk to bring his SpaceX
program to New Mexico, but he opted for
sites in Texas.
“Why hadn’t this been done earlier?”
Holdridge answered that because the
technology was not yet available and
the federal government was unwilling to
participate. He says we are now where
commercial aviation was in the late ’30s
and ’40s. Finally, he asked if we were ready
for a ride in space — for only $450,000!
In addition to Holdridge, and his wife,
Sue, guests were Melissa Fisher, Julie
Pitt, Ulla Rice and Gerry Wingett’s friend,
Josianne.
Daedalian Foundation

MAJ. GEN. FRANKLIN A. NICHOLS FLIGHT 24 EL PASO, TEXAS

Qaumi detailed his personal experiences
during the Afghanistan withdrawal. He
then talked about his new life in the United
States. He spent his first three months at
Fort Bliss, Texas, and was then relocated to
Las Cruces, New Mexico.
In addition to Qaumi, guests included
Pitt and former Afghan Army member Abdul
Abdul Hai Mikhiel.
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SUBMITTED BY: COL. JIM DESTOUT, USAF (RET)

Perpetuating Founder Frank P. Lahm

JANUARY MEETING
Our January meeting was an
outstanding one. We dined on
heavy appetizers, which were
excellent. After dinner and some
business announcements, we had
a military history/aviation trivia
contest, run by Gamemaster Jazz
Jannazo (who was very tough on
a bunch of old aviators). We were
split into teams of three or four.
Jannazo started with questions
Gamemaster Jazz Jannazo goes over the
on identifying aircraft pictures (fairly
rules for Flight 9’s January Military History/
easy), then moved on to some
Aviation Trivia Contest.
pretty difficult aviation and military
history questions. Some of us were still
FEBRUARY MEETING
trying to read the questions when he moved
Flight 9’s February meeting was
on to the next slide. The winning team was
conducted at a new venue, the Holiday
made up of Flight Captain Kathy Staiger,
Inn in Fairborn, Ohio. After our invocation,
Barney Landry and our newest flight
Pledge of Allegiance and toasts, Flight
member Jim Pfaff. It turns out Pfaff was a
Captain Kathy Staiger introduced our
ringer — he teaches military history. If we
guests and our new incoming Provost
do this again in the future, we will have to
Marshall, Frank Bauer.
put him in an isolation booth.
This was followed by a presentation of
A great time was had by all! Good food,
good fellowship and a lot of fun. What’s not a check to ROTC Cadet Blake Sanford to
help defray the expenses he incurred while
to like?
getting his private pilot license.
Sanford was a former DFT
student sponsored by the flight.
Our contribution was matched by
National. An excellent meal and
service followed.
After dinner, Staiger introduced
our guest speaker, retired Air
Lt. Col. Mike Uecker, USAF
(Ret), presents a check to
ROTC Cadet Blake Sanford,
a former DFT student
sponsored by the flight.

Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022
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FRANK P. LAHM
Lt. Col. Mike Uecker, USAF (Ret),
talks about Cadet Justin Patton
after presenting his DFT flight jacket.
Patton soloed last year.

during WWII.” The main focus was on the
WACO CG-4A Glider, the primary glider
used by the U.S. in WWII, designed by the
WACO company in Troy, Ohio. The CG-4A
was constructed of fabric-covered wood
and metal and was crewed by a pilot and
copilot. It could carry 13 troops and their
equipment. Cargo loads could be a 1/4-ton
truck (i.e. a Jeep) or a 75 mm howitzer. One
of the more colorful nicknames for the glider
was “Flying Coffin.”

Our March 15 meeting was a dinner
meeting at the Holiday Inn Fairborn. After
an excellent meal, Flight Captain Kathy
Staiger covered business items, and Mike
Uecker presented a flight jacket to Cadet
Justin Patton, who successfully soloed last
year under the DFT program.
Then our guest speaker Bill Albers gave
a great presentation on “Gliders in Combat

Bill Albers speaks at Flight 9’s
March meeting about gliders
during WWII.

Daedalian Foundation
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MARCH MEETING

FLIGHT 9

Force Lt. Gen. Dick Reynolds, who gave
a firsthand account of the B-1 accident at
Edwards Air Force Base in 1984. He was
the Pilot in Command, and covered the
causes, relevant aerodynamics involved,
risks and lessons learned. It was an
outstanding and extremely informative
presentation,
greatly
appreciated
by the
attendees.
After the
presentation,
Staiger
presented
him with
our new
Daedalian
Travel Mug
and a $3,500
donation to
Air Camp.
Reynolds is
the secretary
and coLt. Gen. Dick
Reynolds, USAF
founder of Air
(Ret), speaks at Flight 9’s
Camp, which
February meeting. Reynlds has been
is the secretary and coa recipient
founder of Air Camp.
of Flight 9
support for a number of years.
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JANUARY MEETING
Stinsons Flight 2 held its annual
business meeting on Jan. 13 at the Parr
Officers Club at Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas. Dave Wagner again ran a successful
raffle drawing which yielded funds to further
scholarship activities of our flight. Following
a delicious dinner, the 26 members
and guests in attendance received a
presentation from our guest speaker, Mr.
Brian Lloyd. Lloyd is an accomplished
speaker as well as an instructor pilot who is
actively involved in helping pilots improve
their skills.
Along with over 50 years of pilot
experience, he is also an aircraft mechanic.
The topic of his presentation was his 2017
solo around the world flight, which retraced
the intended route of Amelia Earhart and
her navigator Fred Noonan. His aircraft was
a single-piston engine, four-seat Mooney
231, which he prepared for the flight.
His recounting of the flight and
anecdotes about the people and places
he visited were as enjoyable as they were
educational. We were all impressed with his
evening with us and thanks to Vice Captain
Mike Buck, who extended the invitation
to Lloyd.

STINSONS

FOULOIS CEREMONY
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On March 2, several members from
Stinsons Flight 2, which included a
representative from the Dibrell Chapter of
the Quad A organization, gathered at the
site of the first flight of a military aircraft,
from a military field, with a solo military pilot
at the controls.
As an annual event, the Foulois
Ceremony is our way of remembering this
Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

Perpetuating Founder Charles E. Baum

Mr. Brian Lloyd speaks at Flight 2’s
January meeting.

historic event. As we look towards the
end of the COVID restrictions, this year’s
event was smaller than normal, but the
participants enjoyed beautiful weather to
place a wreath alongside a small monument
at the site, which recounts its significance.
Flight members, including National
Commander, retired Air Force Maj. Gen.
Jerry Allen, also enjoyed exchanging
anecdotes regarding the colorful Lt.
Benjamin Foulois, his incredible bravery
and the birth of US military aviation.

MARCH MEETING

On March 22, Stinsons Flight 2 held
a special meeting via Zoom. Following
traditional toasts, which included four
departed members, a short business
meeting took place, and we went right to
our guest speaker’s presentation.
Our guest speaker was Flight Lieutenant
Colin Bell, RAF (DFC), who was a WWII de
Havilland Mosquito pilot. Bell joined us from
his U.K. home and spoke to some 20 flight
members and guests about his remarkable
background. After joining the RAF at 19
in 1940, he attended U.S. pilot training

Flightline
STINSONS
Officers Mess at the Petwood Hotel in
Lincolnshire — the home of the legendary
617 Dambusters Squadron flying the Avro
Lancaster four engine heavy bomber.
At the age of 101, he had earned the
recognition and accolades that often come
his way, one of which is a Friend of the
Flight from Stinsons Flight, and he happily
appeared wearing his green Daedalian
sport coat. Our Vice Flight Captain Mike
Buck facilitated his appearance, and all
enjoyed the discussions.

Flight Lieutenant Colin Bell, RAF
(DFC), right, with Penny Broadway,
left, and the late-Lt. Col. Dick Cole, USAF
(Ret), middle.

Daedalian Foundation
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at Lakeland, Florida; Macon, Georgia;
and Dothan, Alabama. After graduation at
Dothan, he was retained as an instructor
pilot to help with the increasing number of
pilots for the expanding war.
Returning to the U.K. in 1943, he was
assigned to the Mosquito bomber variant
and flew mainly Pathfinder night missions
over Germany, many over Berlin. His
stories were impressive and included
tactics used against the German defenders
flying many types of aircraft, including the
Messerschmitt ME- 262, the world’s first
operational jet fighter.
Bell left the RAF in 1946 and worked
in the surveyor profession for many years,
and continued consulting until a few years
ago. These days, he is busy with invitations
and appearances where he represents the
greatest generation in the U.K. and U.S. In
one appearance in 1999, he was awarded
his RAF wings from an air marshal, as until
then, he wore his U.S. Army pilot wings with
pride. He related that some of his favorite
haunts these days are the RAF Club in
London and especially the Dambusters

FLIGHT 2

Attending the 2022 Foulois Ceremony were, from left, Lt. Col. Daniel Mullinix,
USAF (Ret), Lt. Col. Olga Custodio, USAF (Ret), Col. Wayne Mudge, USAF (Ret),
LTC Dan Clark, USA (Ret), Bill Ercoline, USAF (Ret), Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret), Col.
Edward Sheeran, USAF (Ret) and Jim Humphries, USAF (Ret).
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etired Marine Corps Col. William
O. Dwiggins was 23rd Flight’s
recent guest speaker. After the 9/11
attacks, Dwiggins returned to active
duty from military retirement and embraced
a 70 percent TDY load. His spouse, Dr.
Margaret Dwiggins, then paused her career
to raise three school-age children. Military
spouses rock!
Dwiggins gave us a presentation
titled: “Afghanistan - Then and Now.” He
thoroughly and passionately briefed us
as though we had recently arrived for
our Afghanistan tour. He talked about a
desolate, treacherous battlefield wherein
the central government’s influence ended
where the paved road ended. He added
that the paved roads end at 20 miles
outside of Kabul.
He declared that the British and the
Russian influences from the past are in
the daily cultural blend pitting air warriors
against ancient warriors. Stones were
catapulted from mountainous terrain rising
at a 55-degree angle to destroy helicopter
crews brave enough to transit the ravines.
Dwiggins presented photographs of
the faces of the Afghan people (their
appearance is different than we had
imagined) as he explained the significant

MOVING?
Send your new address to
communications@daedalians.org
or call 210-945-2111, extension 106,
so you don’t miss the next Flyer!
Daedalus Flyer Summer 2022

Perpetuating Founder George P. Pawley

Col. William O. Dwiggins, USMC
(Ret), speaks at a recent Dallas/
Fort Worth Flight.

cultural importance of their individual
selfishness and desire to make our troops
pay the price for being in their sacred
community. He showed us a picture of an
Afghan man wearing tennis shoes. He said
it is easy to tell he is the leader because he
is wearing shoes instead of sandals.
As he worked through his presentation
slides, the subtle changes of volume
and tempo in Dwiggins’ voice suggested
memories of professional frustrations. One
was titled: “Embrace the chaos. Don’t try to
control the chaos.”
Thank you, Dwiggins, for offering the
members of 23rd Flight an evening of
fellowship with the United States Marine
Corps and insight into the Afghanistan
conflict.

Flight List
Flights, emails and locations are listed below by geographic area. Look for a flight
near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!
4th (NATIONAL CAPITAL)
15th (MINUTEMAN)
42nd (FIRST STATE)
43rd (GARDEN STATE)
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
25th (SUNCOAST)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (GEORGE E. “BUD” DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
77th (ELLIOTT WHITE SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th (SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS)

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FORT WORTH)
24th (MG FRANKLIN A. NICHOLS)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARKANSAS TRAVELERS)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY)
60th (FLYING TIGER)
63rd (APOLLO)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP)
103rd (FT HOOD)

11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS SKYHAWKS)

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAROLD L. GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLDRUSH-BEALE AFB)
56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)

28th (ALOHA)

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

NORTHEAST

national.capital.flight4@gmail.com
cbhma@me.com, carl.boyer@comcast.net
daedaliansflight42@gmail.com
dantodd228@gmail.com
curtislg@fairpoint.net

SOUTHEAST

foundersflight@gmail.com
mach30mm@gmail.com
allgaier@suddenlink.net
mdenkler31@gmail.com
suncoastdaedalians@gmail.com, neil.cosentino@icloud.com
dickandmarti@windstream.net, yankees958@msn.com
jfoster@flygpt.com
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net, pdominicis@yahoo.com
redunbar@cox.net
oldandbold@sc.rr.com, jgurtcheff@aol.com
l.lsabourin@hotmail.com
jr2mart@comcast.net
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com
flight102atl@gmail.com

NORTH CENTRAL

flt9captain@gmail.com
homarice@gmail.com
lemayflight16@gmail.com, jim@maloney.com
john.almind.1@us.af.mil
pjgiroux@aol.com

SOUTH CENTRAL

stinsons.flight@gmail.com
flight23@daedalians.org
alanfisher@aol.com
gregfindlay@att.net, texomaflight@gmail.com
rbutler456@aol.com
awapplegate@classicnet.net
wileypostflight46@cox.net
dhennaultflt@gmail.com
macstap@yahoo.com
emaildunny@gmail.com
johnhbordelon@aol.com, celliott33@gmail.com
apolloflighthouston@gmail.com
stanbru@aol.com, harv700@gmail.com
n.deunk.1@us.af.mil
cory.smith2@clearwire.net, densford58@gmail.com

NORTHWEST

falconflight11@gmail.com
wwise364@comcast.net
goodellwf@comcast.net, djstrom@comcast.net
ochope3@gmail.com
fcbum@aol.com, henrybishop@earthlink.net
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com
gkjones68@gmail.com
jwjlburman@gmail.com
e2hastings@bresnan.net, viclutes@wildblue.net

SOUTHWEST

healearlniki@att.net
davidwfey@aol.com
flight12@daedalians.org, oldpueblo12@gmail.com
whjmej@cox.net
fharsany@comcast.net
wizbec@comcast.net, kurt.raffetto@reagan.com
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net, rjdonovanii@gmail.com
jdljal@gmail.com
not_alone78@hotmail.com
robert.kay78@gmail.com
georgepete38@gmail.com
patretta@wbhsi.com, rbperkins@cox.net

PACIFIC

jackdet@hawaii.rr.com, rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com

EUROPEAN

daedalian19@outlook.com, dreamrocksand@yahoo.com

Ft. Myer, VA
Belmont, MA
Dover AFB, DE
Eastampton, NJ
Portsmouth, NH

Montgomery, AL
Cocoa, FL
Goldsboro, NC
NAS Pensacola, FL
Tampa, FL
Warner Robins, GA
Keesler AFB, MS
Cary, NC
Lake Park, GA
Ft Walton Beach, FL
Sumter, SC
Myrtle Beach, SC
Tyndall AFB, FL
Enterprise, AL
Woodstock, GA

Wright-Patterson AFB, OH
Rapid City, SD
Offutt AFB, NB
Belleville, IL
Wichita, KA

JBSA-Randolph, TX
Fort Worth, TX
El Paso, TX
Sheppard AFB, TX
Austin, TX
Little Rock AFB, AR
Tinker AFB, OK
Barksdale AFB, LA
Lubbock, TX
Laughlin AFB, TX
Alexandria, LA
Houston, TX
Waco, TX
Enid, OK
Harker Heights, TX

Colorado Springs, CO
Broomfield, CO
McChord Field, WA
Clearfield, UT
Spokane, WA
FE Warren AFB, WY
Boise, ID
Great Falls, MT
Bozeman, MT

Travis AFB, CA
El Segundo, CA
Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ
San Diego, CA
Albuquerque, NM
Sacramento, CA
Riverside, CA
Merced, CA
Wheatland, CA
Edwards AFB, CA
Las Vegas, NV
Sun Lakes, AZ

Hickam AFB, HI

Ramstein, Germany

Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalians, P.O. Box 249,
Universal City, TX 78148, 210-945-2111 or communications@daedalians.org
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