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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR																

ON THE COVER

This section of the Flyer is in response to the many
comments, questions and suggestions that Daedalian
HQ receives. Please continue to send input via email
to communications@daedalians.org.
I was captivated by Lt. Col. Duke’s “Combat C-130
Safety in ‘Nam” article. It hit very close to home for
me.
I was an enlisted radar controller at Da Nang AB
working arrival and precision final approach for a
year in a mobile unit in-between the parallel runways
(June 1971-72’). It was a life-defining year for me
and fundamentally changed my future. In my year
there we had 149 rockets hit the airbase, in 13 rocket
attacks (security police records).
In one day-shift we handled over 2 dozen inflight emergencies (most of them inflight fuel
emergencies). Due to a carrier socked in at Yankee
Station that day, at one point we had Navy fighters in
both approach and departure end cables of the same
runway--(a safety officer’s nightmare).
Thank you for the memories!

I read the Winter 2020 Daedalus Flyer with great
interest and particularly enjoyed the “Combat C-130
Safety in ‘Nam” story written by Lt. Col. Thomas A.
Duke, USAF (Ret).
Colonel Duke talked about dodging “arty” during
air operations in Vietnam. Arty was always a threat
to the aerospace vehicles in Vietnam regardless of
size and speed. Deconfliction was best described
as “interesting.” Colonel Duke said he knew of no
aircraft hit by arty but….

Eighteen months later, I was again at the Minh Long
camp as a young SF captain. A little over two years
after that, I was a brand-new F-4 Phantom Phlyer on
orders back to Da Nang AB, RVN. Some things just go
around and around.
I wish all a Happy New Year with lots of airspeed,
altitude and ideas!
V/V
Colonel H.C. “Steve” Stevenson, USAF (Ret)
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Finished reading Lt. Col. Tom Duke’s article, “Combat
C-130 Safety in ‘Nam,” in the 2020 winter Flyer. My
initial assignment to the C-130 was too late for flying in Vietnam but many of my IPs at Craig AFB had
recently arrived back in the States and they helped
steer me to my dream assignment; C-130 flying in the
314th Tactical Airlift Wing, by then moved from CCK
to Little Rock AFB. Later when instructing in Tweets, I
too went to the USC Flight Safety School and served
as the safety officer at Columbus AFB and so shared
some of the same background as Duke. Loved learning about the Vietnam VFR and non-radar flying, austere unimproved airfields, and his dealing with both
major and minor maintenance and safety issues but
in a combat environment. Enjoyed the read.
Mr. David Niebes

Front
Major Regina Wall, the assistant director of operations for the 86th Flying Training Squadron, and
her husband Major Jared Wall, the T-6A Texan II
standardization and evaluation branch chief for
the 47th Operations Group, pose for a picture.
The couple have shared almost every duty station and three deployments since beginning their
careers in 2005. (Photo courtesy/U.S. Dept. Of
Defense)
Back
A Women’s Airforce Service Pilots flight team
walks from the “Pistol Packin’ Mama.”
(Photo courtesy/WASP Museum)

In August of 1967, I was an Infantry Platoon Leader
in the 101st Airborne Division. My infantry company
detached a platoon to provide perimeter security for
an artillery 155mm battery, forward located to the
Special Forces (SF) camp at Minh Long in northern II
Corps, southwest of Quang Ngai.
Days after our unit arrived, the arty battery failed to
clear its firing line and consequently shot down an
approaching USAF C-7 Caribou. The attached photo
was captured by United Press International (UPI)
photographer Hiromichi Mine who happened to be
on the SF compound.

Lt. Col. Mike Dietvorst, USAF (Ret)...I “celebrated”
my 20th birthday nearly halfway through my
Da Nang tour.
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NATIONAL COMMANDER																	
Fellow Daedalians. My time has come to step aside and turn over the leadership of this
great organization to our new national commander, Jerry Allen, who amassed un-matched
experience overseeing our programs as chairman of the Daedalian Foundation for the past
seven-plus years. Just before Jerry accepts the Hal George Medal symbolizing the continuity
of leadership since Hal George became our first national commander in 1934, Chad Manske
will assume chairmanship of our foundation, which manages the bulk of our programs and is
where “the rubber meets the road” in our outreach to America. He is eminently qualified and
raring to go.
I would like to share a few perspectives that have been a source of immense satisfaction
during my terms as your national commander. They are not so much things I did but what I
saw achieved by a host of others. I am most grateful for:
• The opportunity in my first tour to visit 55+ flights and meet face-to-face with a large segment of our membership
on their turf. These trips were very informative, rewarding, and reinforced the relationship between our headquarters and local flights
• The opportunity to support my immediate predecessor, Doug Owens, who led our transition to an expanded membership criteria and greater relevance to today’s military aviation. This change was not without controversy but
was the right thing to do
• The talent and initiative exhibited by our executive director, Maureen DeFelice and her staff (Kristi, Krystal, Lucia,
Errin and Taylor). They more than earned their keep during a raging pandemic that required everyone to adapt
and be creative in how we would carry on without skipping a beat. I am deeply indebted to them all.
• Our foundation volunteer trustees who keep our programs alive and growing despite all obstacles and our board
of directors who provide sage guidance and direction on the way ahead during these challenging times and beyond
• The communication initiatives that have been implemented to keep us all connected….a weekly blog, a monthly
Aviator, virtual Zoom and Microsoft Teams flight meetings with amazing guest speakers
• The opportunity to recognize outstanding performance and present our prestigious national awards to outstanding
individuals and organizations from every service and to thank them on your behalf. I saw firsthand their sincere
appreciation that we would take the time to come to them to honor their best
• For the extraordinary individuals I was able to congratulate on their centennial milestone. They are members of
the Greatest Generation and have amassed eye-watering credentials and contributions to our country. One recent
addition to this exclusive club is Gail Halvorsen, the Candy Bomber, whose small gesture to a group of excited
German kids in sharing two sticks of gum he had in his pocket and promise to come back again with more turned
into a movement that inspired our country to send thousands of tons of supplies and candy for the “kids of Berlin”
and others. We have a stable of awesome members and it extends to all who have served as part of our heritage
through every conflict and beyond with each generation inspiring those that follow
• The thanks I have been able to extend to new life members for their commitment to what we stand for and their
continued support
• Finally, I am most grateful to you the members who sustain our organization and our programs through thick and
thin. Your generous investment in future generations makes a difference and the impact is felt far and wide.
While the above perspectives have been greatly satisfying, we still have challenges to face: continuing to attract new
members, broadening our diversity initiatives by attracting greater all-service representation and members from all the
eligibility categories, as well as gender and racial equity. Of course, finding a new normal after more than a year of lockdowns, masks and social distancing will challenge us too. With that, I sign off and move aside but not away. Be well and
be safe.

Volabamus

Volamus

Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe III, USAF (Ret)
National Commander
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Our new year 2021 has become a time of reset, a year where we have a new start to recover from a most
unusual situation and we will recover with relentless endurance. For most flights, leadership will change,
maybe not all roles, but there will be new faces gathering to march forward. The same is true for Daedalian
headquarters. Some of our leaders will step aside, allowing for different faces to take the lead and others will
continue to advance. There is no doubt that 2020 pushed all leadership to prove ability and confidence in direction. I am impressed with the many unique things flights have done to connect with their members and
grateful so many of you have joined in our virtual connections.
As our National Commander, Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe passes on the leadership of the Order of Daedalians to
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, and General Allen passes the governance of the Daedalian Foundation to Brig. Gen. Chad
Manske, we can look forward to one thing that is certain with all leadership in the Daedalians, a dedication to
all members and to the programs that make an impact on active service members and young lives.
At this time of year in 2020, I wrote, “What has made the United States of America the greatest nation
in the world? We, American Citizens, have stood up for what was right; we have fought for the moral high
ground, and have fought against poverty. We have sacrificed and cared about our neighbors. We have put our
money where our mouth is. We have advanced in technology and explored the skies and beyond. We have
cured diseases, supported education, developed our economy and aspired to be our best selves. Of all the
forms of power that determine the level of freedom enjoyed by this country,
none is more obvious to the lay observer than this country’s military power.
As Daedalians, you have set that level and you have set the bar high.
It’s not typical for me to look back at a previous article, but I wanted to
have a small snippet of how I was seeing the world pre-pandemic. Then and
now, it is still true who Daedalians are, defenders, champions, guardians and
protectors. This magazine is full of stories of warriors and heroes, all who
would not look for glory or accolades, just people doing a job they are proud
to do. I have spoken to hundreds of Daedalians on the phone through the
years and there is one consistent thing I find true in all conversations, each
one is proud of the job they have done or proud of what they do for the
Daedalians, but it is done in service with humility and hope that their efforts
have made a difference. Every Daedalian I speak with has the same types
of goals; taking care of someone else, providing support for a young person,
or helping the Order move the mission forward. All selfless acts, all incredible people and all worthy of the trust of a fellow Daedalian. That statement,
“worthy of the trust of a fellow Daedalian,” holds a deep meaning of dependRaymond Kleber, one of the ability. It means that each Daedalian is someone who is honest and can be
many warriors in this issue of entrusted with your secrets or with anything else of importance.
the Daedalus Flyer
As you read through this issue of the Daedalus Flyer and you look at the
leadership on the Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors, you will see
these are people of quality with dedication to you, the member. By the time
you read my next article for the summer issue, I hope that we are able to join together face-to-face and share
our stories in person and enjoy the company of people who are like-minded and of the highest moral fiber.
Until then, your friends, family members, colleagues, and older Daedalians might be experiencing some challenges in life. It is always good to send them some words of encouragement and strength. Words to inspire
them and give them the hope they need. Best wishes to all for 2021.

Volabamus

Volamus

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director
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IN MEMORIAM																				

Welcome and congratulations to the following Daedalians
who joined between October 16, 2020 and January 15, 2021.

Headquarters received notification of the following
Daedalians who have taken their final flight. Our thoughts and
prayers are with their families and friends.
Brig. Gen. Michael H. Alexander, USAF (Ret)
Col. Billy W. Batson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harry Dean Blout, USAF (Ret)
Col. Walter J. Boyne, USAF (Ret)
Col. B. Royce Brownfield, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John E. Brunk, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Marius Burke, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Col. Thomas P. Burns, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Campfield, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert F. Cassaro, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Harold W. Christian, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Capt. Larry W. Clarkson, USAFR (Ret)
Mr. Dennis L. Clay
Maj. James F. Coffey, USAF (Ret)
Col. John V. Corbisiero, USAF (Ret)
Dr. Earl W. Crisp, CDR USN (Ret)
Col. Leonard E. Clark, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harold E. Davidson, USAF (Ret)
Col. Eugene P. Deatrick, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Mr. Samuel D. Dibrell
Maj. Gen. Lee Alan Downer, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Franklin F. Eckhart, ANG (Ret)
Maj. Thomas H. Edge, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ronald R. Ellis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Richard L. Farhrney, USAF (Ret)
ADM John F. Faron, USN (Ret)
Col. John D. Fox, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Eugene C. Galley, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Benard W. Gann, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jack W. Gillette, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Xavier A. Guerra, USAF (Ret)
Col. Francis J. Hale, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David A. Hamilton, USAF (Ret)
Col. James T. Hardin, USAF (Ret)
LTC Charles F. Hatfield, USA (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Richard E. Hearne, USAF (Ret)
RADM Allen E. Hill, USN (Ret)
Col. Dale E. Hollrah, USAF (Ret)
Maj. William F. Inscoe, USAF (Ret)

Col. George L. Jatras, USAF (Ret)
Col. Albert Llyod Jones, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Rufus K. Keeling, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ira L. Kimes, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jerome C. Kinder, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Edward J. Komyati, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Thomas G. Livingstone, USAF (Ret)
ADM Vincent E. Lesh, USN (Ret)
Col. James W. Matchette, USAFR (Ret)
Col. James Roy Matthews, USAF (Ret)
RADM James E. McCardell, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. Keith F. McElwain, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward M. McHale, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Carroll Menefee, USAF (Ret)
CAPT George R. Monthan, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. William L. Moore, Jr., USAF (Ret)
COL Clement P.G. Nadeau, USA (Ret)
Col. John R. Oberst, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Vernal C. Ogden, USAF (Ret)
LTC Thomas K. Phifer, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Frederick B. Retter, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jesse O. Sandlin, USAF (Ret)
Col. Guy J. Sherrill, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert K. Simm, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Cecil Smith, USAF (Ret)
CDR James Michael Smyth, USN (Ret)
Lt. Gen. William W. Snavely, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Joseph K. Stapleton, USAF (Ret)
Col. James A. Stebick, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Myles C. Stewart, USAF (Ret)
MAJ Frank T. Stookey, USA (Ret)
COL Robert I. Stoverink, USA (Ret)
Maj. James B. Studley, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Edwin E. Tenoso, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert O. Walters, USAF (Ret)
Col. Carl W. Wachsmuth, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Billy D. Welch, USAF (Ret)
Col. James L. Wilson, USAF (Ret)

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.” ~Winston Churchill

NEW MEMBERS

CDR Harry Allen, USN (Ret)
COL Michael Alvis, USA
Capt Chelsea Bockelman, USAF
2nd Lt. David Byrne, USAF
Maj. Seth Cannon, USAF
COL John Carl, USMC (Ret)
CPT Stanley Corvin, Jr., USA (Ret)
CW5 Ryan Dechent, USA
1st Lt. Vincent De Young, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary Doty, USAF (Ret)
CPT Natalia Drew, USA
Lt. Col. Randy Durham, USAF (Ret)
ENS Seth Gurrola, USN
LCDR Kristin Hope, USN
CAPT Edward Jorgensen, USN (Ret)
Capt. Joshua Kim, USAF
1st Lt. James Lanza, USMC
CPT Edmund Lee, USA

LTC Glenn McRill, USA (Ret)
Maj. Jacob Mogel, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Derek Muyres, USAF
Maj. Donald Newell, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. Elizabeth Pennell, USAF
Maj. Nathan Rieber, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Travis Rueff, USAF
Maj. Art Schefler, USAF (Ret)

Col. Ron Seyle, USAF (Ret)
CDR Jeff Smith, USN (Ret)
CDR Olaf Talbert, USN
Col. Trace Thomas, USAF
Maj. Nathanael Tolle, USAF
Capt. Michael Triassi, USAF
1st Lt. Zachary Trujillo, USAF
Maj. William Watson, USAF (Ret)
Col. John Williams, USAF
Maj. Karl Wilson, USAF

Reminder
Membership fees are due annually on the anniversary of your join date. If you
aren’t sure what that date is or haven’t received a reminder, please contact us
at membership@daedalians.org. Your membership and support are vital to
accomplishing our mission. A subscription to the Daedalus Flyer is included with your
membership. Don’t miss out on any Daedalian news or great aviation experiences from
your fellow aviators -- submit payment online at www.daedalians.org/donations-anddues.
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SPECIAL SECTION																				

Foundation Chairman’s Report
By: Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

When you read this article, Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret) will be the new Daedalian Foundation Chairman. I am especially pleased that Chad
agreed to take the job because he is enthusiastic
about the mission and has excellent initiatives in
mind to keep us moving forward.
While I had the job, I gained great satisfaction
from the growth in Daedalians’ support of the programs that we offer to aspiring military aviators.
This progress was threatened in 2020 when the
pandemic caused significant concern regarding the
prospects for donors’ financial support of the scholarship program, Daedalian Flying Training (DFT),
and the JROTC medals effort. We were forced to
cancel DFT and in-person presentations of the medals. Scholarship interviews were canceled or done
electronically. Flights made these changes work: in
2020 we gave as many medals to exemplary cadets
as we had in 2019, and scholarship awards grew
significantly. The Foundation presented 95 scholarships in 2020, up from 76 in 2019. Thirty-six flights
requested matching funds for 66 scholarships and
nominated 9 Egan Mentoring Scholarship winners.
Foundation scholarship awards totaled $160,000,
well above the 2019 total of $111,000. Members
supported the Foundation very generously. Gifts were $130,000 above the 2019 total.
This makes us optimistic that we will have robust scholarship and JROTC medals efforts in 2021. DFT funding will grow significantly: we will support three students per
participating flight at the historical rate of 50%. We will reimburse flights with two students 65%, and will give 75% for one student. Your generous gifts and hard work at
the flight level make these outstanding programs possible. Thank you for all you do to
inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
As I move to the National Commander seat, I am in awe of the tremendous amount
of work that has been done by our outgoing commander, Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, USAF
(Ret). In addition to exerting strong leadership over the operation of the organization,
he has revitalized our history program, writing four separate histories. He has worked
tirelessly to strengthen the Daedalian awards program and he traveled extensively
to make presentations, despite the pandemic. Please join me in saluting Lieutenant
General Kehoe. I will do my best to fill Nick’s very big shoes. One focus area will be
to grow our membership. Please send me your suggestions of actions we can take. I
ask each of you to invite friends, former crewmates, and new acquaintances to join the
Daedalians. We need new members to continue our important work to advance American air and space power, to honor our WWI founders, and to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators. I hope to meet many of you at flight meetings across the country.
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SPECIAL SECTION

Life Membership, a pledge
to the Daedalian mission

By: Maureen DeFelice, Executive Director
Bruce C. Duncan is our longest active life member having joined in November 1954.
He is a Hereditary Member and son of Daedalian founder, Claude E. Duncan. When
Duncan joined, he was one of the first to take advantage of the new membership criteria allowing all (male at that time) descendants to join. He joined with a life membership knowing it was an important investment to the family. Life membership fees were
modest, but invested into securities of an investment rating of A+ or higher, the account
would serve to pay his dues for a lifetime. At 98 years old, he has well recouped his
fee.
A commitment to lifetime membership means more than saving on yearly dues, it
stands for a belief in the mission of the Order of Daedalians. Each year, a small portion
of his original dues are used to help the Order present awards to top aviators from all
services. It maintains a mentoring program for students, active duty and aviation enthusiasts. It also supports the foundations efforts in scholarship funding, flight training and
high school JROTC awards. Membership dues help preserve aviation and Daedalian
history that goes back to WWI. Life dues also help promote a stronger aviation
community.
If you want to know more about life membership, contact us at
membership@Daedalians.org or contact Krystal at our Headquarters.

THE ORDER OF DAEDALIANS
was organized on March 26, 1934, by a
representative group of American World
War I pilots to perpetuate the spirit of patriotism, the love of country, and the high
ideals of sacrifice which place service to
nation above personal safety or position.
The Order is dedicated to:
• Advocating for American airpower and
honoring our founder members, the
combat aviators of WWI
• Ensuring that America will always be
preeminent in air and space power
• The encouragement of flight safety
• Fostering an esprit de corps in the military air forces
• Promoting the adoption of military service as a career

THE DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION
was incorporated in 1959 as a nonprofit
organization to carry on activities in
furtherance of the ideals and purposes
of the Order. The Foundation publishes
the Daedalus Flyer and sponsors the
Daedalian Scholarship Program. The
Foundation is a GuideStar Exchange
member. The Scholarship Program
recognizes scholars who indicate a desire
to become military flyers and pursue a
career in the military. The Foundation
funds the Daedalian Flying Training
program to inspire future military aviators
and recognizes outstanding JROTC
cadets.
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RECOLLECTIONS																				

Military Women Aviators
Oral History Initiative
By: Lt. Col. Monica Smith, USAF (Ret)
Wearing military wings sets us apart from other
pilots. We all know it. Perhaps it is elitist, but military
training is just outstanding. Pair that training with
the camaraderie that builds community, then season
with “there I was” hangar stories, and you’ve got a
unique creation: the military aviator.
But what of the time when the camaraderie was
not there—at least not for everyone or the hangar
doors were not so wide open for everyone with
wings? How can we collectively embrace our military
flying history, yet ignore the ignoble acts of those
who made it their mission to keep the skies all-White,
and all-male?
We cannot, nor should we keep the tales of the
bad-behaving under the rug. Nor should we pass up
opportunities to praise other individuals who stood
on the right side of history during the integration of
our flying forces.
In 2019, I had the privilege of interviewing fifteen
women military pilots, across all five services, spanning almost 50 years of flight. The purpose? Starting
a collection of military women pilot oral histories at
the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space
Museum (NASM) Archives. I am a retired Air Force
pilot, and I am Black, so my perspective is through
the lens of a Black woman pilot. As I listened to these
aviators, I was struck by familiarity with the obstacles
that they faced, in the scenarios they relayed. In
some ways, I felt as if I were listening to a Documented Original Tuskegee Airman all over again: same arguments for exclusion without any factual basis. Only
this time, the racist remarks were replaced by sexist
ones, 30 years later.
I admire and know that each woman who I interviewed sacrificed something so that other flyers
could don flight suits, climb aboard aircraft, and set
their hair on fire, blazin’ through the skies. Each
service had its own class of firsts, some of whom
championed gender equity. Several names came up
repeatedly: Barbara Rainey and Rosemary Mariner
(USN), Connie Engel and Kathy La Sauce (USAF), Sally
Murphy and Anne Macdonald (USA), Sarah Deal and
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Vernice Armour (USMC), and Janna Lambine and Vivien Crea (USCG). The services selected strong, proven
high-performing candidates to break through the
gender barrier. That didn’t mean that women behind
them wouldn’t endure hardship, but it did mean that
someone had already proven herself capable, was
visible, and perhaps able to consult with and to look
out for those who trained after her; something the
Naval Aviators told me that Mariner did in spades for
women and men in the Navy.
The women that I interviewed all had one thing
in common: upstanding men in their lives that made
conscious, and sometimes unpopular decisions to
support the mission over tradition; their legacies will
stand the test of history. Changing organizational
culture is a monumental undertaking; it takes courageous leadership and team players willing to honestly
examine their internal biases. Not every male officer
mentioned during the interviews was lauded, and a
few servicemen are likely nervous about these oral
histories going public. Regardless, people from all
walks of life can benefit from hearing how gracious
and dignified these women carried themselves in
the face of uncommon and sometimes ugly circumstances. Several interviewees said that they were not
aware of any gender bias.
A recurring theme throughout the project was
the importance of sound moral character in leaders because, as one flyer put it, “leadership sets the
tone.” For everything.
Why did I ask to have these histories recorded?
The Smithsonian houses the premier U.S. aviation
archive. The Women Airforce Service Pilots were the
first women to fly military aircraft, and scores of their
oral histories are archived at Texas Women’s University. Yet the first military women to earn wings had no
oral histories held at the Smithsonian. I thought that
omission was wrong. I wanted these servicewomen’s
histories to be recorded using their own words. I envisioned a multi-year, expanding collection project;
my goal was the take-off.

I was met with overwhelming enthusiasm at
NASM. A team of curators—Dorothy Cochrane, Margaret Weitekamp, and Cathleen Lewis—buoyed and
guided me, while intern Abigail King and volunteer
Azmera Carter helped me execute and process the
interviews. A host of other Smithsonian employees
share in the project’s success—too many to name
here. Special thanks go to Marcy Atwood, Lucy
Young, and Claudia McKnight of Women Military
Aviators, Inc. for their vital support and assistance
throughout the project.
I did not realize how much I did not know about
oral histories until I delved deeply into the project.
Compiling and editing transcripts, post-production
of audio and video files, scanning photos and supplementary documentation, and completing the
paperwork took months longer than anticipated.
Thanks to the great team, the work is done, and the
files and documents rest in the expert hands of the
Smithsonian archivists. It will take time to completely
process the materials, most of which will be made
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public. I was recently informed that curators are already coordinating the use of interview clips for display in several NASM galleries. History revealed.
James Baldwin wrote in Notes of a Native Son,
“People are trapped in history and history is trapped
in them.” (Beacon Press, 1955). I hope that readers
consider releasing their unique aviation history to
the world. Recording an oral history with a reputable
institution or organization will ensure that your important story is properly curated and archived for
posterity. Examples include the Library of Congress
Veterans History Project, a local flight museum, the
Daedalians Archives, or perhaps your alma mater.
Another option is to share an aviation story for the
Daedalus Flyer. Trust me, if our small team could pull
off the Military Women Aviators Oral History Initiative, you can pen your story for eager Daedalians to
read.
Volare tranquillamente

SPECIAL SECTION																				

Son Honors Father and
Founder Member Ben Johnson

By: Maureen DeFelice, Executive Director
Major Elliot Johnson, Hereditary Member and
pilot found a way to honor his father as a veteran of WWI with an event that brought veterans
together from different services and ranks. He
created a tile that will hang in a prominent place
of importance that represents many facets of his
father’s life and work. On the old Armistice Day
(now Veterans Day), he gathered veterans and
guests together at one of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) facilities in San Antonio. A longstanding Daedalian, he invited several of us from
national headquarters to attend. It was an event
that included humor, history and humbleness.
“If you want to start a presentation out right,
it’s best to put the crowd in a good mood,” said
Johnson. After showing the gathering of about
one hundred some brief old flying clips from the
early 1900s, Johnson was setting the stage for
just how dangerous flying during WWI could be
while still keeping things lighthearted. This is a
talent Johnson has; he has serious intentions
served with a smile and a humorous demeanor.
He gave great credit to the VFW for their support of the local community as well as their development of a gaming room for teenagers and
younger adults needing a place to hang out. The
room we gathered in was decorated with drawings covering the more than twenty large tables
from the local elementary school children all
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depicting patriotic themes with messages of love
and hope. And the bar was open… and the tab
was Elliot’s.
With such effort in the setup, you could tell
this was no ordinary presentation; a son’s love
for his father is expected, but Major Elliot Johnson had such admiration and respect for his father and those Ben Johnson flew with. Now that
we were all thinking of the early days of flight,
we stood for the pledge, salutes all around the
room and bowed heads for the prayer, a grateful
group was ready for Elliot to speak. Maj. Gen.
Jerry Allen, Col Ed Sheeran, Lt. Col. Bill Ercoline
and I were introduced by Elliot who joined the
Daedalians in 1963. He shared a brief Icarus and
Daedalus history lesson, an origin not known
by many outside the Daedalians and started to
speak about bringing his father to a Daedalian
convention. For Ben Johnson, it had been more
than 30 years since he last saw his WWI friends.
Ben Johnson started as a county clerk-recorder in Montana taking office two months after
his 21st birthday and being the youngest ever to
be elected to that position. After 5 years, he left
his post and volunteered to go into the military.
The Army was originally going to make him a
balloon pilot and sent him to Chicago for induction, but they changed their minds, and he was
sent to pilot training. He shipped off to the Uni-

versity of California at Berkley, went through
ground school, got his commission and was
sent to Mather Field. When he arrived, they
were tearing grape stumps out of the field
to make a runway which took about a week
to clear. Since the railways were closed,
Curtiss JN-4D aircraft (known to all as the
Jenny) were shipped in by rail. Now he was
ready to climb into a cockpit.
Each pilot was given a tool kit so if they
crash-landed or ran out of gas, they could
fix it themselves; something I got the feeling that Ben was not looking forward to doing unless necessary. Elliot shared a few
of his father’s short training stories backed
up with paperwork so no one would think
he was embellishing the story. At one point
his father did a round trip of 70 miles, taking 97 minutes to do it. Later, when he was
up in the craft alone, he flew for about 45
minutes through the clouds. When he finally
dropped down, all he could see was water.
When asked what Ben did next, Johnson recounted,” I went right back up and followed
the clouds back.”
After training, he was stationed at Love
Field. The truce came a few months later
so Ben never got to see battle, but he had
made friends with some of the best. As part
of Major Elliot Johnson’s presentation, he
mentioned that so many of our older aviators have stories to share, stories you won’t
find in books or recordings, but are part of
the fabric that binds aviators together and
makes the experiences real. His time in the
presence of founding Daedalians telling their
stories added a layer of connection between
those who served and those who were serving at the time of the convention. I hope that
all of you will use his example to share your
experiences with others.
Major Elliot Johnson, thank you for your
entertaining and important presentation for
Veterans Day. It was an honor to be part of
a memorial for one of the Daedalian Founders. For anyone who has recollections of
founder stories, please send them in. These
were remarkable men doing courageous
things and some of these stories, while not
part of our history books, are valuable to our
aviation history or at least an entertaining
part of the day.

SPECIAL SECTION

(L-R) Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, Major Elliott
and Lt. Col. Bill Ercoline

Major Elliott Johnson shares some background
on his father, Founder Ben Johnson
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10 Years later—Looking Back at Libya
By: Brig. Gen. Chad T. Manske, USAF (Ret)

It’s hard to believe that 10 years have passed
since the Arab Spring and corresponding uprisings
across North Africa. For me it began while marking what I thought would be the final months of
my exceptional command of the Bloody 100th Air
Refueling Wing at RAF Mildenhall, England. On the
evening of March 18, 2011, I received a call at home
from Gen. Mark A. Welsh III, U.S. Air Forces in Europe
commander, needing me to conduct a site survey to
assess all aspects of operations, maintenance and
mission support requirements at a Western European installation. Ensuing would be the stand-up of the
406th Air Expeditionary Wing (AEW), later officially
designated the 313th AEW, to support an increase
in personnel and tanker aircraft footprint that would
soon support operations over Libya for what would
come to be called Operation Odyssey Dawn.
This operation would support the international
response to the unrest in Libya and enforcement of
United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR)
1973. UNSCR 1973 authorized “all necessary measures” to protect civilians in Libya under threat of attack by then-Gadhafi regime forces.
As we all know, the U.S. Air Force has the incredible ability to deploy anytime and anywhere to any
situation around the world. And it is important to
exercise this capability to aid other countries in times
of desperate need. By the next morning, I was

One of the first 100 ARW tankers to arrive at
Istres Air Base, France
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in-country, bringing with me the 100th Air Refueling Wing historian who was to function as the 406th
AEW historian; two seasoned tanker planners; and
one intelligence officer.
When we arrived, there were already Coronet
tanker aircraft, consisting of KC-135 Stratotankers
and KC-10 Extenders, waiting to fly missions. These
Coronet tankers had already been on station with
the primary function of escorting fighters and bombers to and from the U.S. Central Command area of
responsibility, providing in-flight refueling support
and eliminating multiple ground stops for fuel. Other
than these aircraft, there were no personnel on the
base affiliated with the 406th AEW--we were charged
to change that.
So we immediately set to work meeting with local commanders and the existing Coronet planner
to figure out what kind of support already existed at
the location. This helped us determine what would
be needed to support a larger-scale tanker operation.
I drew on my experience and training to determine
what might be needed, then set about putting it all
on paper.
This became the roadmap for our headquarters
to submit a request for forces and equipment and
begin to source them. Among the considerations for
this major movement, were obtaining facilities for
more Airmen and at the time, an increase in KC-135s.
Items such as food service, available bed spaces, dining facility augmentation and an ATM without cash
came into the discussion as requiring resolution with
base authorities and the local base contracting authority.
With the timely precision that has become the
norm of today’s military, mission essential conflicts
were resolved and by the first evening of Operation
Odyssey Dawn, a four-ship formation of Stratotankers launched to support three B-2 Spirit bombers
that accomplished the first delivery of U.S. ordinance
in enforcement of UNSCR 1973. Our response time
was a reflection of our quality training, teamwork
and the professionalism of every team member.
I was filled with pride that night as I walked the
flight line and climbed up into every cockpit and
spoke to every tanker crew member and every maintainer working the generation of these aircraft. I encouraged all of them with words of pride, thanks and

“you are making history tonight.”
Over the next two days, the 406th AEW had received more personnel and support equipment, to
include additional KC-135s and KC-10s. Everything
arrived in just 48 hours! Shortly thereafter, I handed
the reins of the wing over to Brig. Gen. Roy Uptegraff,
commander of the 171st Air Refueling Wing from
Pittsburgh, PA to carry on the mission as I returned to
RAF Mildenhall.
This was an incredible effort and a great start
to tanker operations supporting Operation Odyssey Dawn, and later Operation Unified Protector,
under the new 313th AEW designation. Of course,
a capability created this quickly was not without
shortcomings, yet the mission was accomplished
until the stated objectives were met in October 2011
with enthusiasm and a flexibility that only the most
powerful Air Force there is or ever was could muster.
I was truly proud to once again see our great Airmen
overcome obstacles to put this important operation
into action.
After getting back to my command at Mildenhall
and the ongoing tanker operations from England, it
quickly became clear the high operations tempo of
our small capability would be overcome and that our
aircrew would run up against periodic flying time limitations traversing such long distances regularly. In an
effort to mitigate this while continuing to stay in the
fight we deployed a portion of our aircrew, maintenance and support to Istres Air Base, France—familiar allies from 1999 and Operation ALLIED FORCE—
and half the flying time to the Libyan coast where
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much of our work was accomplished. I was privileged
to fly many of these combat missions, which would
be among my last as an active Air Force aviator.
Meanwhile, our contingent operating in France
were not only accomplishing the primary mission
while managing the flying time challenge, they were
extending enormous goodwill in the community,
from assisting special needs families to participating
side by side with French counterparts in the ‘Appeal
of 18 June’ ceremonies. And these would be among
my great memories capping a fortunate Air Force flying career!

The Appeal of 18 June (L’Appel du 18 Juin) was a
famous speech by Charles de Gaulle, the leader
of the Free French Forces, in 1940. The appeal is
often considered to be the origin of the French
Resistance to the German occupation during
World War II. De Gaulle spoke to the French
people from London after the fall of France.
He declared that the war for France was not yet
over, and rallied the country in support of the
Resistance. It is one of the most important
speeches in French history.

One of the 100 ARW crews post mission walking
back to base operations following a mission from
Istres Air Base, France.
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pilots took me under their wings,
believed in me, encouraged me,
fought over which airframe I
should fly, and funded my private
pilot’s license. From that point I
knew I wanted to fly--the fire was
lit. After earning my degree, I was
accepted into Euro-NATO Joint
Jet Pilot Training (ENJJPT), where
I attended Undergraduate Pilot
Training (UPT) and Introduction
to Fighter Fundamentals (IFF) before moving to Eglin AFB, FL. I am
currently flying the T-38A in an
adversary air assignment in support of the F-22 B-course before
moving into a gray jet for my next

(From Left to Right): Haley Gorie, Crew Chief:
“Mo,” and 1st Lt. Elizabeth Pennell
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assignment.
I have been blessed to work
with amazing pilots, both men
and women, and continue to be
encouraged by the strong, courageous, talented women who have
gone before me, defending and
serving our country and making
a way for future female aviators.
Because of these daring women, I
have a world of opportunities before me. My goals in the AF after
this assignment are to earn a slot
flying the F-22 Raptor and one
day fly on the F-22 Raptor Demo
team! I hope to inspire young
girls everywhere to pursue their

dreams, no matter how daring.
But my highest calling is to serve
both my God and my country
wherever I am needed, honoring
them in both word and deed and
giving back just an ounce of what
has been given to me through the
opportunities and freedom available in this land I love.
During this March, a month
honoring women’s contributions
to flight, do I believe the future
looks bright for female pilots?
Yes, I do, and as the great Amelia
Earhart said, “There’s more to life
than being a passenger!”

Close formation (fingertip)
flight — coming up “initial”

More Than a Passenger

P

By: 1st Lt. Elizabeth Pennell, USAF

eople often ask me, “Did you
know you wanted to fly when
you were young?” If by that you
mean, did I love adventure, was
I comfortable in a mostly male
dominant setting, and was I willing to do whatever it took to compete and win as much as possible?
Then yes, I knew I wanted to fly
when I was very young. As has
been said, “Success is when preparation meets opportunity,” and I
have been blessed with both… But
not as you may think.
Growing up in a small town
in Montana, I didn’t know a soul
who flew fighter jets, let alone a
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woman. Coming from an incredible line of both male and female
patriots, I was in the shadow of
many strong and fearless women
who, as role models, prepared
me for my future. I also learned
discipline, as my three siblings and
I were homeschooled all the way
through high school, and it wasn’t
easy. Perseverance, discipline,
excellence, and finishing strong
were common themes in our
home. I also had the opportunity
to dance, play sports, learn piano
and compete in English horse riding as a child and live in a faithfilled home with high expectations

of the calling and purpose God
had for my life.
My upbringing provided the
mental and emotional preparation
for flying, but the opportunities
weren’t quite so apparent. I attended Montana State University
on a full-ride Air Force Reserve
Officer Training Corps (AFROTC)
scholarship and loved the comradery and people. Even into my
junior year, I was uncertain of my
direction in the AF until meeting an amazing group of people
an amazing group of people: the
Order of Daedalians, Flight 121,
of Bozeman, MT. These veteran

1st Lt. Pennell flying over
Crab Island, Florida
1st Lt. Pennell in front of the
T-38A at Eglin AFB
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“Fighter”
By: Len Deighton
Rev: Col. Francis L.
Kapp, USAF (Ret)

“Dark Rain”
By: Dana Duthie
Rev: Col. Francis L.
Kapp, USAF (Ret)
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Bestselling author Len Deighton (“Ipcress File”, and others)
wrote, what is arguably, one of the
best stories of the Battle of Britain
ever: “Fighter.” Deighton does a
very skillful job of explaining the
Battle and its importance to the
survival of Britain. He covers both
the German and British efforts,
from the buildup before the fight
to the end of it. Deighton does a
very good dive into the technology
used (aircraft, radar, IFF, etc.), the
leadership (political, senior military, and squadron levels), and the
pilots and crew members, who
had to execute their missions. I
found it most interesting that the
Brits had a plan to win the battle,
but the Germans really did not.
The Germans intended simply to

pound the British into submission
by overwhelming numbers, but
likely could not have followed up
with an invasion of England. The
British, by carefully husbanding
their fighter forces and not releasing many to the fight in Europe,
by speeding up pilot training and
fighter manufacturing, and by a
very well-organized and coordinated use of technology and tactics
were able to outlast the Germans
and hang on by a thread. No surprise, politics plays a major role in
the Battle. “Fighter” is well worth
reading, and having in your library.
Published in 1977, and reprinted
in 1978, I found reasonably priced
copies available on multiple book
sites.

Author and Daedalian, Col.
Dana “Conan” Duthie, USAF (Ret)
has written his first novel, and it
has a lot of excitement, intrigue,
and flying action in it. Dana draws
on his earlier F-16 experience and
modern-day Middle East conditions to come up with a very readable novel. The situation: Iran
has planted “sleeper” families
in the US, who are, after several
decades, able to start spreading death and destruction in the
US and Europe. More attacks are
threatened by the Iranians. The
US President puts together a team
of special operators with the tasks
of finding and stopping the “sleepers” in the US and Europe. The
pilot member of the European
team, and our hero, is Col Brad
“Conan” Mitchell, Wing Commander of the Andrews AFB F-16
Wing. Because of his background,
he is picked by the President and
sent TDY to Germany, with part
of the team, to find and stop any

terrorist action there. After landing in Germany, the team has to
go to work almost immediately.
A “Sleeper” F-16 pilot steals a
nuclear alert F-16 (live “nuke”
on board), with plans to fly it to
a secret Iranian airbase in Libya,
with the intention of dropping
the bomb on Israel. Conan takes
another F-16 and goes after the
rogue pilot. His task is to stop the
rogue pilot and either recover the
F-16 and its weapon, or destroy
it. I won’t spoil any more of the
story, except to say Author Duthie
does a great job showing the coordination and teamwork between
the various aircraft involved in the
chase and the mission that is assembled to take out the Iranian
base, along with some good airto-air combat scenes. Col Duthie
tells me that this book, while it is
his first, is actually the third in a
trilogy, so you can look forward to
reading several more of his novels.

“We Seven”
By: The Astronauts
Themselves
Rev: Col. Francis L.
Kapp, USAF (Ret)

“Tremble”
By: Dana Duthie
Rev: Col. Francis L.
Kapp, USAF (Ret)

This is a fascinating and very
unusually written book: there are
seven authors. All seven of the
Mercury Astronauts, Carpenter,
Cooper, Glenn, Grissom, Schirra,
Shepard, and Slayton, write of
their experiences while they were
with Project Mercury (1959-1962).
An introduction to all seven is apparently written by someone from
Time Life’s staff. It serves to cover
the background of the seven,
to give the reader an idea why
these seven men were selected,
and explain just how special they
were. From there, it is into the
book, with chapters co-written by
up to six astronauts. The reader
very quickly figures out that all
seven are not sitting around doing
nothing, except being tested and
modeling the latest spacesuits, so
they could be available for photo
ops and autograph signing. To
the contrary, they all totally immersed themselves in the new,
potentially deadly program, and
making changes and improvements to the program as it progresses. They each take a part of
the program and become part of

its development team. With their
inputs, come important changes
and adjustments to the Redstone
and Atlas missiles, capsules,
world-wide tracking system for
the flights, procedural changes,
spacesuit design, and many other
areas. Each astronaut worked in
those areas where they felt they
were most able to give to the success of their missions. At the same
time, they had to learn everything
they could about the systems they
would fly with and the systems for
the flights they were back-up for. I
am blown away by how much they
had to learn, how dedicated they
were, and how they often had
to tamp down their natural competitiveness so the entire team
could succeed at something no
Americans had ever done before.
The book (copyright 1962) is out
of print, but I found a lot of copies
on eBay (prices ranged from $4 to
an outrageous $229). Most books
were less than $10. Good hunting. Here’s a thought: this book
would make excellent reading for
anyone in the new Space Force.

This is Author Duthie’s second
novel, and it is a prequel to his
first one, “Dark Rain.” It is another
F-16 based novel, with its hero,
Brad “Conan” Mitchell. This time,
“Conan” is the Squadron Commander of the 80th Tactical Fighter Squadron, the “Juvats,” stationed in South Korea. Across the
DMZ, to the north, North Korea
continues to work on its nuclear
program and UN weapons inspectors are sent in to look at the site.
When North Korea kills several of
them and holds the others hostage, the US responds with a SEAL
team raid to rescue the hostages
and a massive air attack to destroy
the site. During the raid, “Conan”

is shot down and rescued by the
SEALs. Now, all they have to do is
escape North Korea and evade the
soldiers, who are after them. Woven into the story are the politics
of the US and the South Korean
governments. The South Korean
President wants to avoid conflict,
while the US President has enough
of the North’s shenanigans. Dana
Duthie does another good job of
portraying the American pilots
and aircrew members who are the
tip of the spear, and who have to
act when so ordered. Good job,
Dana, I am looking forward to the
next book in your trilogy – are we
going to see “Conan” as a young
F-4 pilot?
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As a pilot, I was curious to
know about women military pilots in WWII, and read “Taking
Flight” by Raquel Ramsey and
Tricia Aurand. This book not only
chronicles the life of Nadine but
also tells the story of 1,830 pilots
that were admitted into military
life as Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) who ferried military
airplanes during the war and their
dedication and struggle to be
recognized for their contribution
to the war effort. Nadine became
one of 303 WASPs to ferry pursuit
planes (fighters) for Air Transport
Command (ATC) and one of only
26 qualified in the twin-engine
P-38.
Nadine was already in her early 30s when she paid her own way
and joined one of the early classes
for training in Sweetwater, Texas,
in the spring of 1943. The training was very much like that which
military Aviation Cadets were given---, demerits, washouts, bunks,
marching, crowded showers and
about 100 hours of flying with
dreaded check rides. Those graduating received wings as WAFs and
soon became the original WASPs
when they transferred to Dallas,
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“Taking Flight”

“Listen Up!”

By: Raquel Ramsey and Tricia Aurand
Rev: Lt. Col. Thomas A. Duke, USAF (Ret)

By: Maj. Gen. Perry M. Smith Jr., USAF (Ret)
Rev: Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

Love Field. Shortly thereafter Nadine transferred to Long Beach,
California where she trained to fly
the P-38 and other fighter planes.
She also flew P-39s and P-51s that
were being modified at factories
from coast to coast, sometimes
flying 100 hours a month and
seven days a week.
Meanwhile, the WASP leadership struggled to better the lives
of these women pilots with no
progress with the military leadership and Congress. They were
busy trying to join the Women’s
Army Corps (WACs) who as nurses
and administrators had all the
benefits and privileges of the
regular Army. By the end of 1943
more male pilots became available to ferry aircraft as overseas
tours ended and new recent pilot
training graduates became surplus. In anticipation of merging
into the regular Army, Nadine
graduated from Officer Training
in August 1944 but Congress had
balked. On October 5, 1944, 1,102
WASPs were were informed they
would be sent home on December
20. They were not reimbursed for
the travel.
As a civilian Nadine became
an instructor at Long Beach teaching ground school to new pursuit
plane ferry pilots. In 1945, when
her brother, Ed, who had been
reported as missing since 1942
in the Philippines, was sent back
to the States for hospitalization,
Nadine flew him to Kansas and

stayed with him until he was well.
(read Lieutenant Ramsey’s War
by Edwin P. Ramsey and Stephen
J. Rivele). She continued instructing at Long Beach until ferry pilots
were no longer needed in 1946.
After the war was over, she could
not resist buying a surplus P-38
and flying it in air shows
It took another 30 years for
former WASPs finally to be given
veteran status during the Carter
administration. The WASP veterans kept continual contact
through reunions, yearbooks
and newsletters. There were
continual efforts in Washington
to no avail. When the Air Force
Academy started giving flight
training to women cadets in 1976
the Pentagon press lauded them
as the “first women new military
pilots.” This aroused much publicity countering that claim. Senator
Goldwater and many new Congresswomen initiated legislation
that recognized the WASPs as the
first. Nadine was one of the few
remaining WASPs to get an Honorable Discharge and Veterans rights
and benefits without back pay finally, thirty years late in 1977.
Read the book. As Major General Jeannie M Leavitt, an F-15E
fighter pilot herself, states in the
Forward, “My journey as an Air
Force fighter pilot would not have
been possible if it were not for
the incredible women who went
before me, beginning with the
WASPs.” Read all about it!

were honorable, and those who
were not. Perry’s stories exemplify
leadership based on the Daedalian
tenets: service to the Nation and
personal integrity.

This book is the fascinating
memoir of Daedalian Perry Smith
- - a West Point graduate, F-4 pilot in Southeast Asia, F-15 wing
commander in Germany, two-star
Air Staff planner, Commandant
of the National War College, author of several books and articles,
and television commentator on
CNN during Desert Storm and for
years afterward on NBC and CBS.
The book covers a wide array of
interesting issues and Perry is a
talented storyteller. He does not
disguise his feelings about the
leaders he worked with, during
his military career and in television. He discusses people who

General Smith discusses lessons learned from failures, as
well as successes. He tells how he
earned selection to command an
F-15 wing in Europe just two years
after he was fired by the Deputy
Secretary of Defense. There are
several flying stories. They include
his F-15 checkride with future
Air Force Chief of Staff, then-Lt
Col Ron Fogleman; a search and
rescue mission in Northern Laos;
and leading a flight of three F100s to a safe formation landing
in weather that was bad and likely
to deteriorate quickly. This was
accomplished despite the fact
that none of the three pilots had
ever made a 3-ship landing. Perry
looked over at his wingmen on
final approach. They were tucked

in closely and he realized he didn’t
need to remind them to land in
tight formation to avoid the mud
on the sides of the runway. Other
stories include discovering shenanigans with a secret Swiss bank
account, tossing his wing commander over the bar in the officers’ club, and duty as the first US
General at Second Allied Tactical
Air Force Headquarters in northern Germany. There are plenty
of meaningful messages in these
stories.
The book is available from
Amazon, in print ($29.95) or for
Kindle ($4.95). Or Perry will be
happy to send you a free copy and
he will pay the postage. Just email
him at genpsmith@aol.com.
Please include your full mailing
address and how you would like
the book to be personalized. Get
a copy and enjoy the stories of a
remarkable aviator and leader.

MOVING?
Don’t forget to update your address with
us. We get several Flyers returned due
to members moving and the forwarding
order expired. Help us keep you on the
subscription list! Send an email to
membership@daedalians.org
or call 210-945-2111, extension 5.
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A PEEK BEHIND THE
AVIATION CURTAIN:
AN EXPERIENCE WITH
ELLEN STALEY
By: 1st Lt. Nicholas Nowland, USAF
Many pilots can
point to a specific time
when they fell in love
with the idea of flying.
Many have a singular
event in their life when
they witnessed something that convinced
them that they must
seek pilots’ wings and
slip the surly bonds of
earth. For some, this
event is the first time
they were deafened by
the sky-splitting roar
of a low flying aircraft
in full after-burner,
while others fondly
remember their first air
show and the delight of
watching the Thunderbirds arc through the
sky in perfect formation. I have wanted to
be a pilot for as long
as I can remember, and
thus I cannot recall a
single event that precipitated my dream
of flying. However, I
remember well the first
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time I got a glimpse of
the realities of being a
United States Air Force
pilot, my first taste of
the professionalism and
attention to detail that
defines military aviation.
I lived on Randolph
Air Force Base for my
senior year of high
school, and my parents
became friends with
a couple named the
Staley’s. Ellen and Vic
Staley had been pilots
in the Air Force and
spent years instructing
aviators in AETC. They
absolutely loved to fly
and owned a home with
multiple aircraft in a
flying neighborhood
outside of San Antonio.
Ellen was one of
the first female pilots
in the Air Force and
started pilot training
at Columbus in 1979.
I too attended pilot
training at Columbus,

and I can imagine Ellen flying and sweating
through stand-ups in
the cloying, sticky heat
of Mississippi. Pilot
training is stressful and
challenging enough
without the added pressure of breaking barriers, and women like
Ellen had to have grit,
determination, and the
“right stuff” to forge a
path for future female
aviators. Ellen was an
incredibly kind and
generous soul who
smiled often and had
an indomitable spirt.
When I met her, she
was in the midst of a
years-long battle with
cancer. It was a true
testament to Ellen’s
strength of character
that the only outward
indication that she was
fighting for her life was
her physical frailty. My
father knew I dreamt of
being an Air Force pilot

and thus asked the Staley’s if they
would take me up in one of their
aircraft. They kindly agreed to do
so, and thus we made plans for me
to join them on a Saturday flight.
Thus, on a beautiful and clear
day in the spring of 2011, I drove
to the Staley’s house with a set
of ear plugs and great anticipation. As I pulled through the front
gate of their neighborhood, I was
immediately impressed by what
I saw. They lived in what looked
like a golf course neighborhood,
but instead of links at the center of
the community there was a grass
landing strip. Everyone had aircraft hangers behind their houses,
and the road was a bit wider than
usual to allow aircraft to taxi down
the streets. It was like driving into
a Disneyland for pilots.
When I arrived at their house,
the Staleys warmly welcomed
me and showed me their hangar.
They guided me through an aircraft walk-around and then took
me inside to the dining room table,
aka the flight planning room, to
brief the flight. This is where my
real learning began. They sat me
down at the table, spread out some
VFR charts, and pulled out a T-37,
a Tweet, on a stick. They then
methodically stepped me through
a modified Air Force brief, with
Ellen and Vic seamlessly explaining our flight profile, timeline,
ground and aircraft visual references, airfield operations, and a
host of other details. As I sat at
the table willing my brain to be
an information sponge, a portion
of my mind marveled at the way
in which they briefed. They were
clear and concise in their presen-
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tation style and supported their
words with effective hand gestures
and references to charts to ensure
I understood their message. It was
like a multimedia briefing without
any fancy slides or computer aids.
Occasionally they would pick up
their Tweet-on-a-stick to portray a
maneuver and position it in front
of my eye-line to further emphasize a specific sight picture I could
expect to see.
At the end of the brief, I had
a small epiphany. This ground
preparation was the true heart
of the learning experience the
Staley’s and my father wanted me
to see .This was the first time I
had a taste of the realities of being
an AF pilot. Being a professional
aviator is as much about the planning and ground preparation for a
flight as it is about the time in the
air. Any pilot can take someone up
in an aircraft, hand them the yoke,
and have fun. But true professional aviators show the entire process
of flying, and that includes the less
fun, but critical, preparation for a
sortie.
After briefing, we stepped
to their aircraft and taxied down
their neighborhood streets to the
airfield. Taxing past Texas ranch
houses in the cockpit of a Cherokee was a surreal experience.
Taking off of the grass strip was
exhilarating and reminded me that
generations of US military pilots
would have intimately understood
the challenges of operating heavy
aircraft from grass fields. I remember enjoying the flight and learning the basics of landing while
doing patterns at a non-towered
field, and then dropping down to

surprise some boaters enjoying the
day on a nearby river. We landed
back at their neighborhood and
reviewed some pictures from the
flight.
Although the flight was extremely enjoyable and seeing
south Texas from the air was thrilling, the most impactful parts of the
sortie all happened on the ground.
The careful chart study, the discussion of our flight path, the airfield
examination, and check for obstacle clearances all impressed on
me the seriousness of flying. Yes,
flying should be fun and provides
man the opportunity to engage
in three-dimensional freedom of
movement in the air, but it is also
a serious business that can quickly
kill you. Ellen and Vic were the
first ones to reveal to me, in a detailed and hands-on manner, how
aviation professionals spent the
lion’s share of their time preparing
to fly, and they did it with the consummate skill and ease that comes
from thousands of hours of flight
time. They let me peek behind the
curtain of the world of professional aviation and helped me make an
informed decision that I truly did
want to join this world. I will forever be grateful for their generosity in sharing their time and aircraft
with me, and for their dedication
to making sure I experienced aviation in the right way. Furthermore,
I am thankful that officers like Ellen had the courage to go where
few women had gone before and
provide women like my sisters
the opportunity to become United
States Air Force aviators.
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Sunday Morning Sunrise and More
By: Col. William J. Moran, Jr., USAF (Ret)

In September of 1982, the 509th Bomb

Wing and its KC-135 and FB-111 aircrews and
maintainers faced a demanding Operational
Readiness Inspection. This was our most important evaluation. A passing grade meant we
were capable of performing the wartime tasking;
failure meant a black mark for the entire wing
and perhaps firing of key leaders. The Air Traffic
Controllers had gone on strike the previous year,
so the Inspector General worked with the FAA to
obtain altitude reservations for Saturday nights
when the air traffic across the United States was
relatively light.
The Strategic Training Range Complex was
established in the Rocky Mountain states for lowlevel navigation and radar-scored bombing, isolated from densely populated areas and a long,
long way away from Pease AFB, NH. We had a
12-hour flight to the STRC that Saturday night.
The 1982 ORI mission route consisted of aerial
refueling over Oklahoma, descent to a low-level
navigation route, a simulated nuclear bomb
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Shown above are firefighting foam, the
blown tire on Bill Moran's FB-111, and to the
right of the tire, the main gear door that also
serves as the speedbrake.
release and an electronic countermeasures
(ECM) run in Arizona, simulated nuclear bomb
releases in Utah, plus another simulated nuclear
bomb run and ECM in Montana. We would fly
this route at 540 knots, to have sufficient energy
over the continental divide if the terrain-following
system demanded a 2.4 G fly up due to a system malfunction. Then we would refuel again
over North Dakota, and fly home to New Hampshire.
FB-111 maintenance was still suffering from
President Carter’s reduced DOD budgets that
provided too few spare parts, so we always had
a CANN bird (cannibalized for parts) in the hangar or a hangar queen as we called it. The attack radar had a nine-hour mean time between
failure, so it was a crapshoot whether we made

it through the bomb runs. My navigator, Dan
Chest, and I were instructors and were assigned
sortie 23, the last mission to launch. Our aircraft
was a hangar queen. We made every attempt
to generate the aircraft to wartime status, so
we waited and waited for our generation timeline; the aircraft never came out of the hangar
to meet wartime generation requirements. We
eventually spent the entire night studying our war
plans, preparing for the written exam the ORI
team would administer. Dan and I would not get
any sleep until later the next night. Talk about
tired, but this was expected. Good thing we were
young and could still pull an all-nighter.
The maintenance effort continued to get the
aircraft back together, so it could fly the ORI mission. Luck would have it that the needed spare
parts came in from the White River Junction Express. Pease and Plattsburgh AFB maintainers
drove to meet in White River Junction, VT, and
exchanged parts. Our sister FB-111 wing provided the parts needed to get aircraft 242 out to
the line in time for the ORI flight. I reviewed the
green logbook kept in the bomb squadron (not
an official document but it kept us aware of what
was going on with our aircraft) and read that Rick
Olds wrote up 242 for a dragging brake a month
ago. I went over to the hangar and asked for the
maintenance log and read that the writeup was
closed out as a CND, could not duplicate it. The
crew chief confirmed the brakes were operating
properly.
By early Saturday evening, eleven FB-111
two-ship formations had taken off every 30 minutes, all on time. We had a perfect ORI launch
going… it is PERFECT…almost unheard of in
the -111 world. One more sortie to go. I pushed
up the throttles and the aircraft did not move
forward as it should; a little more throttle and we
taxied ever so slowly up the slightly sloped ramp.
This still did not feel right. I stopped at the
edge of the parallel taxiway and said to the Supervisor of Flying, “I think we have a dragging
brake.” The ramp was empty; Dan and I were
the only aircrew and aircraft still on the ground,
but maintenance troops were all over the place.
They rushed in from the sides and checked the
braking system. “No brake problem, you are
good to go.”
I pushed up the throttles and we taxied down
the sloping parallel taxiway to the runway 16
hammerhead. As Foxtrot did his last-chance inspection of our aircraft, a long line of Air Force
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blue cars, vans, and trucks pulled up on the
hammerhead, yellow rooftop caution lights flashing brightly. There must have been 30 vehicles
and it was as if they were saluting a perfect ORI
launch - - 23 for 23 FB-111s taking off on time.
The pressure built; did I or did I not have a dragging brake and how much was it going to affect
us? I did not have an answer. Twilight was upon
us, yellow lights flashing as the sun was going
down. This needs to be a perfect ORI launch is
what I am sensing. I will not be the goat, the opposite of a GOAT.
At takeoff time I pushed up the throttles more
than normal. Why not? THEY SAID NOTHING
WAS WRONG. We were rolling; was I going to
spoil a perfect launch for a nothing problem?
How would I explain it with “it did not feel right”?
The outcome came quickly; two minutes after
takeoff Dan said the command post called and
told us to crack the speed brake. The speed
brake on the -111 is the main gear door. “Somebody must have seen something," I said, "Was
it because of a dragging brake?” I watched for
the WHEEL WELL HOT light on the main caution
light panel. The Bold Print for that emergency
procedure was to lower the landing gear. Environmental control system lines, electrical wiring,
and hydraulic lines went through the wheel well.
If the tire blew you did not want that to happen in
the wheel well. About ten minutes later I closed
the speed brake/gear door, and we flew single
ship along the ORI route.
Dan’s system checks said the bomb runs
were going to be alternate runs because the
bomb system was not going to function in the automated synchronous mode. This was not a major problem, Dan was just going to have to work
harder. Saturday night in the middle of the country is a quiet place. Often, I contemplated the
landing back at home until I put the thought away
and concentrated on the task at hand. Several
hours into the sortie we hooked up to the tanker
over Oklahoma. I relaxed, the -111 is so easy
to refuel compared to the B-52. The boredom
of autopilot cruise during the dead quiet of the
night caused my mind to think again about our
upcoming landing. Forget it, low level is coming
up. Pressing on to make a scheduled low-level
entry time, we monitored speed and timing over
New Mexico, then Arizona where we entered the
low level. Into our 18th hour of wakefulness, my
energy level increased, and my focus sharpened
on the approaching descent. It was an automatic
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blind letdown. From 25,000’ the terrain-following
system puts in a pseudo altitude, so the aircraft
autopilot will descend at a 10-degree nose-down
attitude. At 5,000’ the low altitude radar altimeter
kicks in and the nose drops to 12 degrees. At
some point, the terrain-following radar will kick
in and take over from the radar altimeter and
descend the aircraft to level off at 1,000’ above
ground level (AGL), if it has a terrain return.
Well, we should have a terrain return (although dry lake beds will sometimes not give a
radar signal back, we knew we were not near
any dry lake beds). At about 1,500' AGL we
should have heard the command to start the level off, and seen the descent rate decrease, but
it did not. I was now prepared to disconnect the
auto terrain-following system and manually level
off at 1,000' AGL on the radar altimeter. That was
what I did, or we were going to slam into the very
dark nighttime desert. A few minutes later, after
numerous attempts to change terrain-following
radars and radar altimeters, Dan cleared us
of all high terrain out to 20 miles on the attack
radar and with 1000’ set on the TF system, I
descended to 800’ AGL on a moonless night.
We did not get the fail-safe fly up command we
expected. This should have happened at 830”
AGL, at 83% of the 1000’ set clearance altitude.
We climbed to IFR altitude and would have to
climb or descend to clear the terrain throughout the ever-changing 1,000-mile mountainous
low-level route. One error in our location and
we would slam into a mountain. This happened
one night in Tennessee for a -111 crew. They
descended one waypoint early to 4,700’ MSL
and smashed into a 4,900’ mountain peak. Up
to that time, the regulation would not allow us to
fly auto terrain flowing (ATF) in the weather or at
night. That changed soon after the double fatality accident. ATF was the safest method. It was
automation vs. man and when this system was
working properly, it made far fewer mistakes than
aircrews. But the system did make mistakes.
This was not the first time the FB-111A
terrain-following system tried to end my day. Off
the coast of Maine on low-level route IR 800,
the flight path called for an auto terrain-following
descent to 1,000’ over the ocean. As the aircraft
approached 1,000’ the system continued to descend towards the water, lower and lower yet the
radar altimeter continued to read 1,000’, meaning it had not locked on to a return less than
1000’, but the barometric altimeter continued
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down. The ocean was perfectly smooth, not even
a ripple. The perfectly smooth water surface did
not provide the radar altimeter with a return and
it was tracking the ocean floor bottom. That day I
disconnected the auto terrain-following system at
700’ MSL and manually flew the aircraft back to
1,000 MSL. Another time, Dan and I were flying a
different low-level route in the Rocky Mountains.
It was wintertime and we were in the weather flying along at 1,000’ above the ground, in and out
of clouds. Wings back at 54 degrees we were
speeding along at 540 knots. It was exciting as
we climbed and dived over the mountains. All of
a sudden, in the clouds, the TF scope showed
we were going into LARA override. The low
altitude radar altimeter pointing straight down
from the aircraft was now going to override the
terrain-following radar and control the aircraft at
1,000’ above the ground. The terrain-following
radars were not receiving any energy back from
the mountainous terrain in front of us. Nonsense
- - our charts and our route study told us there
was a higher rock-solid mountain in front of us.
We immediately began a climb to the instrument
condition altitude. We broke out of the clouds
and sure enough a very snow-covered mountain
was staring us in the windscreen. The snow was
so deep that it absorbed all the terrain-following
radar energy and reflected nothing back, just as
if we were flying over the ocean. Our decision to
override the system saved the day.
On the ORI mission, Dan used all his talents
and worked extremely hard in the middle of the
blackish night to accomplish the bomb runs. The
bombing computer threw numerous faults on
every bombing run. Alternate rather than the normal synchronous procedures were required. Dan
did a great job finding offset aim points (cultural
and terrain features) on the radar in terrain we
had never seen. We got excellent bomb scores,
but we would not get to enjoy the beer at the
post-ORI party.
Finally, we climbed out of low level and accomplished another aerial refueling over North
Dakota. Looking at my watch, I realized we
would be home in three hours. I can honestly say
that the landing back home never entered my
mind during the low level. The low level required
100% concentration to make sure we did not
leave a black spot in the desert or on a mountain
ridge. Now the landing was back on my mind - should we take an approach-end cable engagement or not? Yes, the FB-111A has a tailhook.

Why not? It was designed for use by the Navy
and the Air Force. It was a question that I could
not answer yet as we flew over the Great Lakes
and New York and began a descent for landing
as the sun rose above the ocean. We were very
lightweight; the terminal forecast was for clear
weather conditions with little wind. It could not
have been better. Out over the ocean east of
Pease AFB for an ILS approach to runway 34, I
told Approach Control to land the tanker before
us. They asked, “do you have a problem?” I said
no but it was on my mind that I might close the
runway. The post-ORI party was going strong in
the alert visitation facility at the southeast side of
the runway as the sun was rising. The festivities,
beer-drinking, and congratulations on the perfect launch and bomb scores were in tall order
but crushed to a halt as our right tire blew with a
booming sound. Immediately, the Colonels’ radios sounded: “23 is on fire on the runway.” As I
touched down, I felt the right wing lower ever so
slightly, and then I saw the reflection of flames off
the right external fuel tank. We had blown a tire.
Next came the anti-skid light on the main caution
light panel. I cycled the switch but that was not
going to do anything. I gradually applied a little
more pressure to the left brake to keep from drifting right and then more left brake as we slowed.
We stopped on the centerline. The tower told
Foxtrot to get off the runway but all he said was
“23 is on fire, roll the trucks.” The fire trucks left
the station in 60 seconds, and the fire was out in
180 seconds. Those guys are good, which I later
said to them in person.
I climbed down the ladder, legs shaking. I
had spent 13 hours in a -111 cockpit. I had just
ended the perfect ORI launch with a fiery sunrise. The wing commander, Col. Trevor Hammond, said, “Bill, talk yourself into a dragging
brake,” I said nothing. The aircraft was jacked
up, a new wheel and tire were put on and the
aircraft was back in the hangar as Dan and I
gave six tubes of blood at the hospital. This was
precautionary in case the incident rose to a class
A accident. It did not, and the safety report was
a class C incident, cost $20,000. Lots of rumors
were going on because the aircraft was a hangar
queen. Dan had exited my side of the aircraft
and word was he did that because they had to
wire his canopy hatch shut before launch. “Not
true, the fire was on his side,” I said abruptly.
There was also a story that we were given a
wooden pole to keep the attack radar set from

RECOLLECTIONS

coming out of the front panel. I put those wild
stories aside and slept for 18 hours.
The next day, Monday, I went into the squadron and was told by my flight commander that
someone saw smoke during my takeoff, but it
was kept hushed because the IG was listening to
the radios. That is why the only message we got,
on a channel the IG was no longer hearing, was
“crack the speed brake.” That silence was never
questioned because the outcome was minor. I
also learned that maintenance found a broken
spring in the braking system. That applied a
constant 90 PSI to the 3,000 PSI brake system. I also was told that inspection of the spring
was never required during the aircraft’s life. It
is NOW! I looked at the flying schedule and on
Wednesday I was scheduled as an instructor. In
the left seat was Brigadier General Jack Farris,
the SAC Inspector General. The wing commander wanted to show the IG that they had complete
confidence in me by flying me with the General.
That flight also had many challenges. A Stan/
Eval crew was leading the two-ship formation.
We made a 12-second minimum interval takeoff
(MITO) with a 200-foot ceiling and ½ mile visibility. Shortly after they disappeared into the
clouds, lead said they were aborting the mission
because they experienced an inertial navigation
system (INS) dirty break (dirty meant the navigation computer position went somewhere far
away). I was on my own, instructing the guest
B-52 pilot, navigating, running the checklists,
and now having to accomplish the air refueling
rendezvous. I missed my first radar fix and the
bomb equipment check before refueling. Luckily,
I got the tanker to roll out right in front of us. After
following the tanker around the refueling orbit,
I hustled to get the checklist completed for low
level and looked for my best radar fix, the pilot’s
pal, (a lake with two small islands in the middle
just east of the Maine and Canadian border).
I dragged the crosshairs 40,000 feet; yes that
meant I had 40,000 feet of navigation position error. I preset a code in the computer, so the KALMAN filter could not reduce the error correction.
The INS was loose as a goose and now low
level was instrument meteorological conditions
(IMC). IMC meant we could not use the terrain
flowing system with a non-qualified pilot. TF
would have been the safest method, but I followed the regulation. We flew the IFR altitudes,
made the bomb run at Ashland, Maine, and
climbed out of low level. We were only 2 hours
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into the flight and now we had some time to relax. No sightseeing as the entire New England
area was overcast. I had the General aileron
roll and barrel roll all the way back home. Again,
we had 200’ overcast and ½ mile visibility. Just
above the instrument landing system (ILS) decision height (200’ AGL), the master caution light
illuminated. I did not look at the panel and stayed
on the instruments. I saw the white rabbit lights
or sequenced flashing lights (SFL) as we broke
out of the clouds at 200’AGL. I gave the aircraft
to the general for the landing. He touched down
firmly, as I had instructed. On rollout, I saw that
the caution lights were primary attitude and
heading. The INS had died, meaning our minimums were now 500’ ceiling and 1-mile visibility.
Had I looked at the lights, I would have aborted
the approach and taken the Strategic Air Command Inspector General to Plattsburgh AFB.
What a surprise that would have been.
Later Col. Hammond, the wing commander,
forwarded me a letter that he received from Brig.
Gen. Farris. The General expressed his appreciation for the FB-111A orientation ride and said
he now had a greater understanding of the operational and safety considerations of the weapon
system. He also expressed his appreciation to
me for my professional approach to the SAC
mission. Many years later at a -111 reunion, nowLt. Gen. Hammond said, “that was some night.”
Yes, it was sir, and I wonder how they spent the

night waiting for me and Dan to land…boom!
Did I make the right decision to take off?
Yes, from the ORI perspective, we had a nearly
perfect ORI evaluation after all the scores were
compiled. From a pilot’s view, I believed that because the problem was previously written up in
the maintenance discrepancy forms and nothing
happened on the previous sortie that this would
not be a big deal. Of course, the tire blew and
made it a big deal. Perhaps the spring failed
after the previous sortie. But maintenance had
cleared the writeup and the quick check on the
ramp before launch said the brakes were good.
If I had said I would not take the aircraft, it would
have flown several days later on a regularly
scheduled sortie, likely with the same issue. The
airfield would not have had Colonels driving all
over the ramp so I doubt anyone would have
seen the smoke and told the pilot to crack the
speed brake/main gear door. This would have
increased the likelihood of the tire blowing in the
wheel well and causing serious damage, perhaps the loss of the aircraft.
Either I am pretty damn lucky, or I am related
to Murphy. Oh yea, my mother’s maiden name
is Murphy. I must have the luck of the Irish. How
else did we survive that week?

heard from Lt. Col. Andy Applegate, USAF (Ret), Traveler’s Flight Captain, who was the OCD Mission Commander in 1992. He supplied us with several photos
from the 40th anniversary in 1992.
Our flight members were so moved regarding
OCD, that we set up a fundraising drive with a goal
of $1,000. In just two weeks the flight raised $1,300.
According to Dean Atwa, OCD VP “Your donation
contributed to five whole bundles… we are forever in
debt to you!!!” We’re told outside of physical donations, our flight was the largest monetary non-profit
donor. As a donor, we were offered to build our own
bundles, but since we were unable to attend, Capt.
Alex Randall from the 36th AS stepped in for us. We
received a nice note from Anthony Biecheler, the
President of OCD. He said, “Wow! We are truly humbled by the amount of support you have provided
us!”
Each of our bundles had a flight label attached to
the side, along with the Daedalian Emblem. A Christmas note from the Flight was included in each bundle. The bundle preparation this year was unique, every volunteer had to wear masks and gloves and get
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their temperature checked upon entering the area.
The bundles then sat for a 72-hour “cooling” period
to make sure no residual COVID could remain on any
surface in the bundle. Even with these safeguards in
place, just prior to kick off this year, the OCD leadership announced, due to COVID, the Department of
Foreign Affairs of the Federated States of Micronesia
opted out of OCD this year due to health concerns.
This presented a unique opportunity to provide more
aid to the citizens of Palau. This year the C-130 crews
dropped 61 bundles to the Republic of Palau islands.
Colonel Martin, this year’s 374th AEG Commander, summed up Pope’s Daedalian Flight effort
this way, “I had no doubt my former flight members
would come through with such outstanding support. I am so proud of my fellow Daedalians and the
continued work they do to for the betterment of the
global community in this case.”
The Pope Flight has budgeted to support OCD
next year. If anyone else wants to assist next year,
they can visit the OCD website at https://www.operationchristmasdrop.com for details.

Col. William J. Moran, Jr., USAF (Ret) is a
member of Granite State 53rd Flight.

Operation Christmas Drop (OCD)
By: Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, USAF (Ret)

I first heard about OCD 45 years ago, when I
was stationed at Yokota AB, Japan flying C-130s. The
WC-130 weather folks, at Anderson AFB at the time,
flew these missions. OCD is DoD’s longest-running
humanitarian mission…. airdropping over 100,000
pounds to the Micronesia and Palau Islands supporting 20,000 islanders each year. This year OCD celebrates its 69th year!
Flash forward to 2020. I was discussing Flight
Meeting program opportunities with our former
member, Colonel Kevin “K-Mart” Martin, 374th Ops
Group Commander at Yokota. The Yokota wing currently flies the OCD missions each December. Colonel Martin offered a briefing from the 36th Airlift
Squadron for our virtual online October meeting.
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Lt. Col. Steve Massie Sq/CC and Maj. Joe Spitz this
year’s Mission Commander gave us a great presentation. They talked about the history of the program,
this being the 69th consecutive year, the number of
bundles, and the scope of the AOR.
Our flight was told that the most challenging part
of the mission is the aerial delivery, typically from
300 ft., the bundles need to land on a sliver of beach.
Each bundle contains, clothes, toys, fishing gear, tools
and equipment. Each flight has been guided for the
last 40 years by Brother Bruce Best utilizing his HF radio and coordinating each drop between the ground
and aircraft.
Prior to our online meeting, as we’ve done since
COVID struck, we invited other flights to join in. We

Captain Alex Randall and Dean Atwa,
courtesy of 374th OG

Captain Robert Frisch attaching Flight
label, courtesy of 374th OG
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Passing of a Space Pioneer

By: Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, USAF (Ret) and Lt. Col. Bill Allgaier, USAF (Ret)

C-130 prepares to drop Pope’s first bundle,
courtesy of 374th OG
C-130 Nose Art 1992, courtesy of Lt. Col.
Applegate

Your donations help students like Kiera fulfill their dreams. The
Daedalians are proud to sponsor future aviators at Air Camp in
Dayton, Ohio.
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Kitty Hawk and Harley H. Pope Flights recently learned that Colonel Francis “Joe” Hale
took his last flight this past spring. It’s been a
number of years since Colonel Hale attended
one of our flight meetings, but we wanted to
share the accomplishments of this great officer, engineer and aviator. Colonel Hale was a
Daedalian Life Member for 55 years.
He graduated from high school in Washington DC at 15 years old. Because he was too
young to attend a service academy, he, therefore,
enrolled at local universities. He entered the
United States Military Academy at West Point
in July 1941 and was commissioned in the Corps
of Engineers on D-day, June 6, 1944. He would
Col. Joe Hale, USAF (Ret) and his wife Mary Alice later go on to earn Master’s and Doctor of Sciat his at his 2006 induction to the Air Force Space and ence degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of
Missile Pioneers Hall of Fame being briefed by Maj.
Technology (MIT).
Gen. Thomas Deppe, Vice Commander of Air Force
In the fall of 1944, Colonel Hale volunteered
Space Command (photo courtesy of the USAF TSgt
for parachute school at Fort Benning, GA. He
Matt Lohr)
served with a combat engineer battalion in Europe until mid-1945. After the war he retrained
into the Army Map Service. He was selected by
the Director of the Manhattan Project, Major General Leslie Grove, to serve in the Manhattan Engineer District, which then became the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project, at Sandia Base, NM. He became deputy
supervisor for the first military team to assemble atomic weapons and supervisor for the second such team.
He spent five months on Eniwetok Island as a member of the Blast Measurements Group during Operation
Sandstone, when the U.S. tested three atomic bombs.
In 1947, in the newly formed United States Air Force, Colonel Hale became a P-51 Instructor Pilot at Nellis
AFB. Following this flying assignment, he attended MIT for his Master of Science with a follow-on assignment as the Director of Aeroballistics, at the AF Armament Center, Eglin AFB. He then became the Deputy
Director of the Thor missile program in Los Angeles where he successfully advocated for concentrating on
all-inertial guidance. After the establishment of the Minuteman missile program, Colonel Hale became the
Deputy Program Director. In 1959, he returned to MIT where he earned his Doctor of Science in Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering. Colonel Hale joined the USAF Academy faculty and then served as Head of the
Astronautics Department. In 1963 he worked with Pentagon officials on many aerospace planning projects
with representatives from DDR&E.
Colonel Hale retired from active duty in 1965 and joined the engineering faculty at North Carolina State
University (NCSU) for thirty-four years. As part of the National Science Foundation, he led the development
of an Aerospace curriculum at Turkey's Middle East Technical University. He has been a visiting professor
at both the U.S. Military Academy and U.S. Naval Academy. Colonel Hale’s favorite 'claim to fame' was he
taught at three service academies. He authored several engineering textbooks, including Introduction to
Space Flight (1994).
At his passing, he was a Professor Emeritus at NCSU. Colonel Hale was inducted into the Air Force Space
and Missile Pioneer Hall of Fame in 2006. His full obituary can be read online at
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/raleigh-nc/francis-hale-9169852.
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Flight 23 Scholarships
Although Flight 23 (Dallas-Fort Worth)
was unable to hold an annual awards dinner
this year, their Daedalian Scholarship Program was a full success. Flight 23 approved
two Civil Air Patrol cadets to attend powered
flight training during the summer months:
Austin Covington and Joshua Duroy. Both
cadets successfully completed the program.

Professor of Naval Science, Col. Michael
D. Reilly, Texas A&M University–College Station, Texas, presented the Matching Scholarship certificate to Midshipman Connor
Dikitanan on behalf of Golden Gate Flight 5.
Flight 5 awarded $1,000 and the Daedalian
Foundation matched the scholarship with an
additional $1,000.

From Texas Christian University ROTC
Unit 845, Cadet Kamryn Foster was awarded
a scholarship valued at $2,500 from Flight
23 and Cadet Vishnu Karnik was awarded a
$2,500 scholarship funded by the Fort Worth
Airpower Foundation.

MIDN Dikitanan is a freshman majoring
in construction science. He plans to commission as an officer in the United States Navy
after college and fly for the Navy.

Cadet Kamryn Foster
receiving the scholarship

Cadet Ryan Mascia Hedges (bottom left) and
Cadet Travis Harper (bottom right) pose with
their scholarships

From the University of North Texas ROTC
Unit 835, Cadet Ryan Mascia Hedges was
awarded a scholarship valued at $4,000
funded by Flight 23 and the Daedalian Foundation. Cadet Travis Harper received a scholarship valued at $4,500, including an Eagan
Scholarship from the Daedalian Foundation
and the remaining amount funded by Flight
23. Cadet Harper also has a slot to pilot
training following graduation.

Cadet Vishnu Karnik
receiving the scholarship

Midshipman Greenberg accepts one
of three scholarships awarded Greenberg was 1 of 3 Matching scholarships
awarded by Inland Empire Flt 41 in Spokane, WA, in December 2020.
The flight awarded her $1,000 and
the Daedalian Foundation matched the
award with an additional $1,000.
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Class 62A Scholarship
Air Force UPT Class 62A donated funds to the Daedalian Foundation. These funds are used
to sponsor flights like Flight 26 shown below. This gift honors the service and sacrifices of
their departed classmates and others, to pay back for their own experiences, and to pay it
forward to continue their aviation heritage. These are the most recent recipients.
Gateway 26th Flight, Scott AFB, Illinois,
nominated and sponsored Cadet Christian
Henkel, a sophomore at St. Louis University.
Cadet Henkel is majoring in Aerospace Science with a minor in Flight Science. Cadet
Henkel is a student pilot with 20 hours. He
is on the University Deans List, 4.0 GPA. Cadet Henkel attended Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Familiarization Course at
Laughlin Air Force Base, finishing number
one of thirty cadets in academics.
Lt. Col. Russ Montante, Det 207 Commander, Saint Louis University and Professor of
Aerospace Studies, stated, “My Cadre and I
scrubbed the list of cadets and we have an
outstanding and deserving member for this
scholarship! He is pursuing a rated (pilot)
slot and has a financial need. He is currently
ranked #2 of 34 freshmen.”
Flight Captain, Col. Woody Almind, USAF
(Ret) attended the presentation.

					 SCHOLARSHIPS		

Capt. John F.S. Graziano Memorial Scholarship
The Captain John F. S. Graziano Memorial Award and Scholarship has been established
in his memory through the Daedalian Foundation by his friends, family and comrades
in arms. On Nov. 13, 2018, Captain Graziano died when his plane crashed during a night
training mission at Laughlin Air Force Base, Del Rio, Texas. Captain Graziano was a man of
strong faith, integrity, and character. He did not fear death but rather embraced life, and
celebrated each and every day with enthusiasm, warmth and a passion for flight. John
treated others with kindness, respect, and compassion. In memory of Captain Graziano, a
native of Elkridge, Maryland, the award will be presented to an exceptional pilot
candidate at the University of Maryland’s AFROTC Detachment 330 where John earned his
commission as an Air Force officer.
The first award winner recipient, Cadet
Abdullah H. Ghori, was nominated by
Colonel Steven Jantz, University of
Maryland Detachment 330 Commander.
John’s parents, Dr. Thomas Graziano and
Dr. Glenda Snavely attended virtually and
expressed their appreciation to Daedalians
and all who made this happen successfully
in memory of John.

Col. Steven J. Jantz, USAF, presenting
Cadet Ghori the award

Zoom call between
Capt. Graziano's
parents and Cadet Ghori
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Major General Warren R. Carter
Logistics Readiness Award
On October 16, 2020, the Daedalian
Major General Warren R. Carter Award
was presented to the 92nd Logistics
Readiness Squadron at Fairchild AFB,
WA, signifying the best logistics readiness
squadron in the Air Force. The squadron
performed exceptionally across every
logistics support discipline, including supply, fuels, deployment/redeployment and
transportation. The award has been presented since 1962 and this was the third
time the 92nd LRS has been designated
the winner. In the photo, General Kehoe
and Colonel Cassius Bentley, 92nd Air
Refueling Wing Commander, congratulate
Major Michael Rajchel, 92nd LRS Operations Officer, who accepted on behalf of
the squadron. The new squadron commander, Major Tia Ahlf, deferred to Major
Rajhel, who was second in command
during the year they won the award. In
addition to the wing commander, nearly
90 members of the squadron attended
the award presentation (see bottom left
photo).

		 					 AWARDS

Major General Benjamin D. Foulois Memorial Award

On November 3, 2020, Daedalian
Foundation Chair Jerry Allen presented
the Major General Benjamin Foulois
Award for Flying Safety to Air Mobility
Command. The presentation was done
during a virtual meeting of the AMC senior staff. Accepting the award was Lt.
Gen. Brian Robinson, Vice Commander
of AMC. Allen spoke remotely and the
presentation of the trophy was done by
Daedalian Woody Almind, Gateway Flight
Captain and member of the AMC staff.
The Daedalians have sponsored the
Foulois Award since 1938. Foulois was
the Chief of the Air Corps from 1931
to 1935, and he is famous for the succinct orders he was given when he was
a Lieutenant, “teach yourself to fly.” His
first takeoffs and landings were solo, on
March 2, 1910. That was also the day of
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his first crash, on the parade ground at
Fort Sam Houston, in San Antonio. He
walked away from the mishap and became a flying safety pioneer that day by
recognizing the need for aviators to strap
in. He installed a seatbelt in the aircraft,
and and continued teaching himself to fly.
When the former Chief of Staff of the
Air Force, General David Goldfein, announced the 2019 winner of the Foulois
Award, he declared “AMC enjoys an outstanding flight safety record as a result
of the command’s exceptional mishap
prevention program.” Earning the award
reflects superb leadership at all levels and
exemplary efforts by the entire command.
Congratulations to Air Mobility Command
for executing the best flying safety program in the Air Force.
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Brig Gen Carl I. Hutton Memorial Award

ENS Jacob Arbogast (center)
receiving award from CAPT Scott
Janik (left), Commodore, Training
Air Wing 6 and CDR Sean Newby
(right), CO of VT-4, 30 Oct 2020.
ENS Arbogast will fly the E-6 Mercury, an airborne command post and
communications relay aircraft.

The U.S. Navy Advanced Naval Flight Officer is presented to the top graduate of
the U.S. Navy Advanced Naval Flight Officer Training Program for the Navy and
Marine Corps, NAS Pensacola, Florida. First presented in 2018.

On November 18, 2020, General Kehoe presented the Daedalian 2019 Brigadier General Carl I Hutton Award to the
4th Battalion, 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade “Brawlers” at Hunter Army Airfield,
Savanah, GA for the second consecutive
year. Accepting the award was battalion
commander, Lt Col Joe McCarthy, the
battalion safety officer, CW3 Haselbauer
and Command Sergeant Major Jermaine
Baldwin (see photo). The Brawlers were
recognized for having the most effective flight safety program in the US Army.
They accumulated an impressive

accident-free safety record in 2019 while
conducting flight operations across numerous locations in the United States and
in Europe in support of Operation Inherent Resolve. In a second photo, the command leadership team is joined by company commanders and first sergeants.
The Hutton Award has been presented by
the Daedalians annually since 1978. The
presentation was streamed virtually to
the remainder of the Brawlers as well as
the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart
and 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade brigade
commander, Colonel Michael McFaddon.

ENS Seth Gurrola (left) receiving award from CDR Sean Newby
(right), CO of VT-4, 2 Oct 2020.
ENS Gurrola will fly the P-8
Poseidon, a multi-mission
maritime aircraft.
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Admiral James S. Russell Naval Aviation
Flight Safety Award

AWARDS

U.S. Army
Exceptional Aviator Award
On November 23, 2020, Lieutenant Colonel Ja-

On 13 November, 2020, General
Kehoe presented the Admiral James
S. Russell Award to Colonel Gerald
“Sniper” Graham, Chief of Staff at the
4th Marine Aircraft Wing in New Orléans, LA (see photo). General Kehoe
also “flipped” a Daedalian challenge
coin to Major Jonathan “Dirt” Hansen,
the wing’s director of safety. The wing
was recognized for the second consecutive year for having the most effective
flight safety program in Naval Aviation.
The wing accumulated nearly 20,000
hours of accident free flying in forward
deployed locations as well as locations
spread across the United States. The
award was first presented in 1978.

mie LaValley, Director of Evaluation and Standardization at the Army Aviation Center of Excellence
at Fort Rucker, AL presented the Daedalian 2019
US Army Exceptional Aviator Award to CW5 Ryan
Dechent (see photo). CW5 Dechent was recognized
for his extraordinary leadership and initiative while
deployed to Afghanistan with the 1st Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort Bliss, TX. He is now heading
the standardization program for Army Aviation at
Fort Rucker. Attending the presentation along with
General Kehoe were Ryan’s parents, Bill and Gayle
Dechent, the commanding general of the Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Major General
Dave Francis, the Command Chief Warrant Officer, CW5 Jonathan Koziol, and
the Aviation Branch Command Sergeant
Major Jim Wilson (see photo). The presentation was streamed live to his prior
organization at the 1st Combat Aviation Brigade at Fort Bliss, including his
former brigade battalion commanders

This award was established in 1978 to honor renowned Naval aviator, Admiral James
S. Russell, who served in such key posts as a carrier division commander in the
Pacific during World War II, Chief of the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, Vice Chief of
Naval Operations, and Commander in Chief of NATO Forces in Southern Europe.
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who nominated Ryan for this prestigious
award.
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Lori Robinson being welcomed home by her husband David

PREPARING THE AIR BATTLE MANAGEMENT
TEAM TO JOIN THE FIGHT
By: Gen. Lori Jean Robinson, USAF

I have thought long
and hard about this article
to submit to the Daedalus
Flyer…I have had so many
amazing experiences in my
37-year career. I finally landed on my time as the 552nd
Airborne Warning and
Control Wing Operations
Group Commander in 2002.
There was so much going
on in the wing when I arrived and took over as the
commander. We had jets
in Saudi Arabia (Enforcing
UN Sanctions), Turkey (Operation Northern Watch),
Oman (Operation Enduring
Freedom), executing coun-
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ter-drug missions, as well
as Noble Eagle missions.
And as my time in the seat
grew longer, there were
“rumors” about another
tasking coming in the next
few weeks…
As the Operations
Group Commander, I was
responsible for ensuring
that crews who deployed
to support the upcoming tasking were trained
and ready to execute the
CFACCs air tasking order
(ATO). And while I needed
to provide guidance to
squadron commanders,
and adapt the training pro-

gram for this tasking, the
Operations Group was not
the only part of the team
preparing to deploy. The
Communication Group, the
Maintenance Group, and
the AF Reserve component were also going to be
tasked. Each of the three
Group Commanders met
often to ensure that all efforts were synchronized.
While the group commanders knew what was
expected of them, we had
incredible leadership and
guidance from our Wing
Commander, General Mike
Hostage. His clear, unam-

biguous expectations made
it simple to understand and
follow. The 552 was so lucky
to have such an incredible
leader at the helm.
The certainty of the
tasking came in December 2002 when JSTARS
deployed to Saudi Arabia.
It became even more likely
that the AWACs would be
called on to provide command and control for the
coalition forces. As a result,
the weapons officers, and
the weapons and tactics
shop began to modify the
training program to meet
the updated theater and
Air Tasking Order (ATO)
needs. Once the training
tapes were created, each of
the four operational squadrons put together the crews
that were going to deploy
and began to run through
the simulators to practice
and refine their skills. At
the same time, the named
deployed squadron leadership began to put together
the necessary capability for
in-theater execution. This
consisted of a mini-Operational Support Squadron,
to provide all the necessary
mission planning, brief and
debrief capabilities, and
theater liaison officers, just
to name a few needs. All
of this activity happened
with a very small footprint,
and with a very quiet external voice. This went on for
about 6 weeks.
There was also very
close coordination with
the crews and leadership
that was already deployed.
It was necessary that we
had the right jets with the
right configurations in the
right location. That created
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some stress in the system,
but it was important to all
three groups, so that the
people who were deployed
were paired with the proper
equipment.
While the 552 did not
have a formal tasking until
very close to their actual
deployment, it was important that the leadership
do a couple of things. One
was to certify all the aircrew
were trained and prepared
to execute to the CFACC’s
standards. That certification was not just for the
OG/CC to do, but also for
the WG/CC to approve. Another was meeting with the
families to let them know
that while their loved ones
might be deployed, they
would not be alone. It was
so important that families
understand that they are a
part of the team, and their
care and wellbeing were
high on the leadership’s list.
Finally, as the deployment
date was imminent, it was
crucial to gather deployers and give a “go to war”
speech. The meeting started with Gen Hostage giving
his amazing inspirational
talk, letting everyone know
that he was confident and
proud of them, and their
ability to put everything
together across the groups
and execute the ATO. I had
the privilege also to talk to
the aircrews about what
they had been training for
the previous weeks, and
what they were unbelievably prepared to do. But
most of all, I wanted them
to know how incredibly
proud I was of all of them
and knew they would meet
the demand as top-notch

professionals.
The day came, the 552
received their tasking to
deploy to Saudi Arabia.
They took 5 jets full of people and gear so that they
were prepared to hit the
ground running. And as
Gen Hostage and I stood
on the ramp, saluting each
jet as it took off from Tinker
with the final destination
of Riyadh AB in Saudi Arabia, I reflected on the entire
wing effort for weeks, and
I knew that they would be
awesome. I took so much
pride in our collective efforts and it was so fulfilling
to watch those jets, people
and capability deploy, to
answer the call of the national command authority
and our Nation.
Upon completion of the
552nd AWACS Wing’s efforts supporting both Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqi Freedom, we were able to bring
all the jets, crews, maintainers, and communication
professionals home for the
first time in the Wing’s history. The wing had been
deployed, supporting multiple efforts throughout the
world for 25 years. It gave
us the opportunity to do a
comprehensive look back
at our part in OIF, and derive appropriate lessons
learned. AWACS combat
operations from 19 March
2003-28 May 2003 saw the
team fly 277 sorties, 2,929.5
combat/combat support
hours, with 2,198.7 hours on
station, with a 101% combat
effectiveness. Inside those
hours, the mission crews
controlled 700+ strike packages, 13,000+ aerial refuelDaedalian Foundation | 45
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ings, and 150+ time-sensitive targets.
Additionally, AWACS crews participated in
the rescue of 8 American POWs as well as
15 Combat Search and Rescue missions. It
was a testament to the training and mission rehearsal events that all the combat
crews participated in before they deployed.
They were just awesome then and they
continue to be the cornerstone to tactical command and control wherever and
whenever they are needed.

Lori Robinson was a weapons controller and
air battle manager who rose to command
the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) and the North
American Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) and United States Northern
Command (USNORTHCOM) as a four-star.
She was the first woman officer in history to
command a major Unified Combatant
Command.

A Great Outcome For Our Future
Military Aviators
By: Maureen DeFelice, Executive Director

Spreading fertilizer may
not be the way most pilots
start their careers, but it was
for Lt. Col. Joe Tom Burch.
Flying over the family dairy
farm in a duster, he got a
taste of what life was like in
the air and he wanted more.
While in college at Texas
A&M University, Joe studied
construction management
and then entered his career
as a USAF pilot. But this
story isn’t about his life and
career, it is about what he
chose to do with his life, his
work and his family. Joe and
his wife Candace are very
generous people who like to
see the end product of what
they do to make a difference
to others.
The Burch’s were introduced to the idea of creating a named scholarship
with the Daedalians. It is
through scholarships that students from financially
disadvantaged backgrounds are given the chance to
develop as aviators and gain a superior education.
Without our scholarship donors, many of our finest
military servicemen and women would never get the
chance to serve our nations as protectors of our air.
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to the Burch’s that they decided to create a scholarship while they were able to see the fruits of what
they have started. His inspiration came from selecting DFT students and those events we all love to go
to, the awards night for the flight. The time when we
all stand a little taller knowing that as Daedalians,
our work actually makes an impact. That Daedalians
not only come together for camaraderie but to make
an impact on the world of military aviation. Candace
stated that the Daedalians are “people of real action.
You can meet the students, see the scholarship given
and follow them through their path. It’s not just talk.
It’s really happening.”
Colonel Burch’s military background was full of
challenges that needed solutions and to his credit,
he does that well. Since working with both DFT and
educational scholarship programs he has wanted to
make a difference during the program. Supporting
the scholarship program is Burch’s way of helping
meet a need in the military community. He was given
a small stipend when he was in college and he knows
what an impact that help can be, and he wants to
make sure the students get enough to really make
a difference. If you have not seen a college tuition
bill lately, be grateful no one is asking you to pay.
Daedalian scholarships offset these heavy costs for
students who have a financial need and allow the
student more time to be successful in maintaining
the high GPA needed to be accepted into an aviation
training spot.
When Joe and Candace see the students with
the cadet jackets on or their hands holding high the
scholarship certificate, well who can’t be moved by

SPECIAL SECTION
being a part of that. It’s an inspiration to see what
these young lives have already done to reach their
goals, they are the people that make us great and
carry on that legacy to a new generation. Being willing to sacrifice yourself for this protection of the nation is more than any of us can ask from someone
so young, yet there they are, smart, energetic, and
ready to serve. Joe shares that every bit helps.
The ultimate reason for their gift was to do something while they could see the evolution of the students they help. Following the student through the
years as they accomplish their goals and set out to
serve has the most meaning to this humble couple.
I sum my time up with the Burch’s as spending it
with very selfless people. I admired their desire to
continue to give even after a full career in the military. Service just doesn’t leave a Daedalian and Joe
is proud of his effort to help students get through
their education so that they can protect our nation
and he’s pleased that the selection process picks students who actually become military aviators. No matter how the student starts their introduction to the
world of flying, be it fertilizing or Daedalian Flying
Training, the outcome for these students looks great
thanks to the donations and support of those who
have enjoyed a military career serving from the air.
Joe and Candace Burch are the first members
to create a new named scholarship which inspires
tomorrow’s military aviators. If you would like to
know more about named scholarships, call
Maureen DeFelice or email at info@Daedalians.org.

They gave because they can see the outcome of the
students, meeting them face-to-face (when social
protocols allowed us to do so) and getting to hear
first-hand what the students have already accomplished in the short lives and listen to where they are
heading after they finish school. This is so important
Daedalian Foundation | 47
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OLD PUEBLO
12TH FLIGHT

Davis-Monthan AFB,
Arizona

Submitted by Lt. Col. Jerry
G. Bryant, USAF (Ret)

On December 4,
2020 members of
the Old Pueblo
Flight and Tucson’s Air Force Association Chapter
gathered for their
annual Christmas
Dinner and Awards
Pilot of the Year Nominees – Capt. Joe Stafford, Capt. Kyle
Bradford, Capt. Brian Ingham
Program held at
the Davis-Monthan
AFB Community
Center. This year’s event was held with 464 combat hours supporting allied
guests wearing masks and seated at
ground and air forces against ISIS, al
tables with only three or four people.
Qaeda, and the Taliban. Result – proAlthough the gathering was smaller
tection for 7500 coalition troops and
than typical, a good time was had by
the capture of eight high-value indiall. Key objectives were accomplished - viduals. Also, in the past year he’s dealt
recognizing today’s outstanding pilots,
with in-flight engine shutdowns and
encouraging the next generation with
successfully recovered an aircraft after
scholarships, and awarding the Voluna fire and the leak of a life-threatening
teer of the Year Award to a deserving
liquid in the mission crew compartflight member.
ment.
As always, the 355th Wing nominated
Capt. Kyle “AK” Bradford - 354th
three outstanding pilots for the Old
Fighter Squadron
Pueblo Flight’s Pilot of the Year Award.
“AK” is an instructor, evaluator, and
Capt. Brian Ingham - 55th Electronic
earlier this year, served as a deployed
Combat Group
flight commander in Afghanistan leading inexperienced pilots in combat.
Capt. Ingham is an EC-130 Compass
Returning to base as lead of a 2-ship
Call instructor pilot and he’s earned a
after a night over-watch mission for
reputation for getting the job done on
a Special Forces raid in northern Afthe ground and in the air. At home he
ghanistan, he was retasked to provide
leads a flight of 10 airmen in producair support for a helicopter crash. Fifing the group’s flight schedule of over
teen U.S. and Afghan coalition mem3,000 annual flying hours. This effort
bers were stranded in enemy territory.
provides readiness training for almost
“AK” organized air-to-air refueling,
500 aviators and its essential in susadditional intel, and fire assets for the
taining a contingency operation that
new mission. Once overhead, he took
is in its 17th consecutive year. During
command to direct, deconflict, and
a deployment to Afghanistan, he comcoordinate the assets supporting the
manded a compass call crew that flew
downed helicopter. While his wingman
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searched the surrounding village for
threats, he worked with a Joint Terminal Attack Controller to destroy
the downed helicopter so no sensitive
equipment could be recovered by the
Taliban. The two A-10s then commenced a yo-yo tanker op to maintain
a presence over friendly forces while
they regressed. Bradford also talked an
AC-130 onto enemy forces advancing
on the friendly team and conducted
diversionary strikes to cover the rescue
helicopter. There were no friendly casualties.
Capt Joe “Trojan” Stafford - 357th
Fighter Squadron
"Trojan" is the chief instructor pilot
and chief of weapons and tactics in the
357th fighter squadron, a formal training unit for qualifying pilots in the
A-10. In this role he leads a cadre of
40+ experienced instructors as well as
24 inexperienced A-10 students fresh
out of pilot training each year. Besides
leadership in training, he has authored
six Air Combat Command tactics improvement proposals, two of which
have already been selected for test programs. Next month his remaining four
proposals are up for consideration and
address cruise missile defense, countering unmanned systems, and lowcost methods for defeating integrated
air defenses. He is building important
joint service and international partner
relationships. For a Marine squadron
he was a USAF mentor for an air-to-air
exercise with 93 aircraft. He was also
key in planning two Red Flag rescue
exercises that involved aircrews from
the U.S., Colombia, Spain, France and
the Netherlands.
Captain Bradford was selected as the
Old Pueblo Flight’s Pilot of the Year for
2020. In an email exchange the day after the Awards Program, “AK” offered a

Pilot of the Year Award Presentation
Lt. Col. Jerry G. Bryant, USAF (Ret), Old
Pueblo Flight Captain, Capt. Kyle “AK”
Bradford, 354th FS

very insightful perspective on his
service:
“Pilot training and FTU awards are
very nice and do mean something,
especially at the time. However, to be
recognized after many years of combat
service for an aviation award related
to an operational squadron and wing,
combat service and operational missions is something entirely different.
Plus, after 1,600 hours in the aircraft
now, Air Force aviation means something much more near and dear to my
heart than I could have ever completely
grasped as a new wingman or Lieutenant.”
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Scholarship Chairman, Lt. Col. Augie
De Rosa, USAF (Ret), introduced the ROTC
commanders. The Old Pueblo Flight presented four scholarships totaling $4,000 to
University of Arizona ROTC cadets who will
be pursuing aviation careers. The flight’s
fourth scholarship was possible because
the Old Pueblo Flight was one of the top
four flights in recruiting new members into
Daedalians in 2019 and as a result, received a
Colonel Loren and Mrs. Randy Spencer an-

nual scholarship award.
• Cadet Michael Alpert, Air Force ROTC
• Cadet Jeremy White, Air Force ROTC
(Spencer Scholarship Award)
• Midshipman Averee Anderson, Navy
ROTC
• Cadet Quinn Richards, Army ROTC
(Unable to attend, scholarship presented later)
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Col. Wally Saeger, USAF (Ret.), President
of Air Force Association Chapter 105, presented an Air Force Association scholarship
to Cadet Alexis Parra, Air Force ROTC.

performance by military aviators in this way
also accomplishes one of our objectives as
Daedalians.
The Old Pueblo Flight and Air Force Association wish to acknowledge the support
for our awards program provided by the
355th Wing Public Affairs Office who sent
Amn William Turnbull as our photographer
for the evening.

Air Force Association Scholarship,
Air Force ROTC
Col. Carlos Messer, University of Arizona Air Force ROTC; Cadet Alexis Parra;
Col. Wally Saeger, USAF (Ret)
Old Pueblo Flight Scholarship,
Air Force ROTC
Lt. Col. Augie DeRosa, USAF (Ret); Cadet Michael Alpert; Col. Carlos Messer,
University of Arizona AF ROTC

Spencer Scholarship, Air Force ROTC
Lt. Col. Jerry G. Bryant, Cadet Jeremy
White

The Old Pueblo Flight also recognized
one of its own – Major Ken Schanke, USAF,
(Ret), as “Flight Volunteer of the Year.” Besides being a Daedalian, Ken is also the
Tucson Commander of the Red River Valley
Fighter Pilots Association. For the past 16
years he has attended graduations for newly
qualified A-10 pilots to present the River Rats
Warrior’s Award. Recognizing exceptional

Old Pueblo Flight Volunteer of the Year
Major Ken Schanke, Lt. Col. Jerry G.
Bryant

Old Pueblo Flight Scholarship, Navy
ROTC
Lt. Col. Augie DeRosa; MIDN Averee
Anderson; LT, USN, Katrina “Puddles”
Lintz, University of Arizona Navy ROTC
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FIGHTER 62ND FLIGHT
Las Vegas, Nevada

Submitted by Lt. Col. Andrew Dembosky, USAF
(Ret)

Since many of our flight members braved
combat in Vietnam, it is not surprising that
they wanted to brave the risks of the current
pandemic and still meet this autumn.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our usual
October event with the Aviation Academy
at Rancho HS. We certainly will continue to
offer their students scholarships for flight
training. Instead, the Las Vegas National Golf
Course was willing to host us for a much appreciated and enjoyed luncheon.
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We had several of our members including
CWO Jon Sloan ARNG, (Ret), Lt. Col. Dean
Chapman USAF, (Ret), and Lt. Col. John
Mastroianni USAF, (Ret) offer great flying
stories.

HARLEY H. POPE
48TH FLIGHT

Continuing the notion that “flexibility is
the key to airpower,” we still collaborated
with the RRVFPA (River Rats) in November
to celebrate Veteran’s Day with a luncheon
despite the cancellation of the Las Vegas parade. Fortunately, we were also able to return
to Nellis AFB for our annual gathering to celebrate Christmas with a festive dinner on 9
December. Thanks to the tremendous efforts
of former Marine TJ McGrath, our flight donated an impressive sleigh, loaded with toys,
to the Nellis Support Team and Toys for Tots
program.

The Harley H. Pope Flight and other
Daedalians who dialed in to the Flight’s October meeting on Zoom, got an outstanding
briefing on Operation Christmas Drop—
DoD’s longest running humanitarian mission. Colonel Kevin “K-Mart” Martin the
374th Operations Group Commander and
former member of the Pope Flight, coordinated for Lieutenant Colonel Steve Massie,
36th Airlift Squadron Commander and Major Joseph Spitz, the Operation’s Mission
Commander to enlighten attendees; speaking from Yokota AB, Japan.

Fayetteville, North Carolina

Submitted by Capt. Peter Vetters, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Spitz explained that the 36th is hosting the 69th Anniversary serving Micronesia
and Palau. They’ll be airdropping 50,000lbs
of aid including rice and other survival
items. He said that, for the islanders, it’s the
biggest event of the year. The operation was
established as a non-profit in 1982 and the
36th is in charge of execution. Spitz declared
that they’d be dropping 120 bundles this
year. In 2019 they dropped 176 bundles.
Christmas Drop covers an area the size
of the continental US, from the Pacific coast
to the Atlantic coast and from the Canadian
border to the Mexican border. Kapingamarangi was the original island dropped to.
Spitz stated that the 36th gets a waiver to
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drop on non-surveyed drop zones (DZ), with
only a latitude and longitude to go by. An
HF communications network is set up on
each island. The islanders are given a date
and time and they setup the DZ marker.
If the boxes go in the water, they’re typically non-recoverable. He said that a marshal, on each of the 50 to 60 islands, will set
up a blue tarp or an X on the beach to mark
the DZ. The C-130s have about a 40 to 50
minute loiter time. According to Spitz, the
sorties are 9 to 10 hours. They fly in over the
water at 500 ft. to 300 ft. Spitz revealed that
once the bundles are dropped, a swath of
people move in.
International partners include New Zealand, Australia, and Japan. The RNZAF and
RAAF opted not to participate this year, due
to the virus. So, according to
Spitz, the 36th is backfilling
with more crews—3 aircraft
and 6 crews. The mission
is staged out of Anderson
AFB on Guam. He explained
that aircrews arrive in early
December and fly practice
airdrops, on 3 and 4 December, over Saipan, north of
Guam. A bundle build event
is scheduled for the first Saturday, where participants will
also write notes on the boxes.
The airdrops will occur over 6
days—6-11 December—with
2 weather backup days, on the
12th and 13th.
Spitz noted that they will be on pre restriction of movement (ROM), or quarantine,
for 14 days prior to arriving in Guam. He also
mentioned that normal shipping to the islands has been cut off this year as a result of
the virus. Islanders are lacking fishing line,
hooks, and other essentials. Spitz said that
the mission will try to provide those items
this year. He mentioned that there will only
be 120 bundles this year due to lack of activities at Anderson and post mission ROM will
be host nation dependent.
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It’s a C-130 centric event. Spitz stated that
7 countries participated last year, with Indonesia and France playing an observing role.
Netflix just came out with a romantic comedy set around the airdrops that will bring
more awareness to the mission, with a high
emphasis in humanitarian aid. Turn to page
32 for an update on the mid-December mission and the significant contribution by Harley Pope Flight to provide a joyous Christmas
for the islanders.

For the 40th Anniversary in 1992, Andy
Applegate, of the Traveler Flight—the Mission Commander then—had hats and
patches made. They also painted nose art
with a wreath and Santa on the Herk. Applegate supplied photos for our meeting that
surprised the 36th folks. Lt. Col. Massie has
an effort underway to build a Squadron
Heritage Hallway and he’ll use some of the
40th anniversary photos. Look forward to an
article from us in the near future about our
Flight’s participation in this year’s operation.

BIG SKY 99TH FLIGHT

correct altitude Ray released the glider (or so
he thought), and then proceeded to make a
sightseeing tour the local area. When he returned to land, he was surprised to discover
that the glider was still on the tow cable behind his aircraft. Ray ran to the officers’ club
to hide out and the General never found him.
During the war Ray also flew the C-47
“Skytrain” transport. He was stationed in
New Guinea and flew many missions there.
He recalls one harrowing mission when a fog
bank moved in and he was having trouble
finding the field. He and his co-pilot had a
discussion on which way to turn to avoid the
mountains and get to the field, when Ray
caught a glimpse of terrain and was able to
descend to a safe landing with minimal fuel.
On another mission he ferried a C-47 to Australia.
When the war ended in 1945 Ray returned
to the States via San Diego. Ray and Jean had
exchanged letters all during the war, and she
was now living in Helena, Montana. Ray immediately went to Helena see her, and they
were married in December of 1946. Together
they had two daughters, Candy and Marsha.
Ray went on to attend law school at the University of Montana in Missoula, and then
had a successful Law career in Great Falls,
Montana, where he still lives today. Ray is the
oldest and longest tenured member of Flight
99!

Great Falls, Montana

Submitted by: Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF
(Ret)

Raymond Francis Koby, Jr., was born 26
November 1924 in Superior Wisconsin. He
grew up there, attending grade school and
high school. At age 12 at a Wisconsin YMCA
camp Ray met Jean Berg, who became his
sweetheart. After graduating from high
school in 1942, Ray worked on the oar boats
shipping iron ore around the Great Lakes.
Later in 1942 Ray joined the Army Air
Corps, taking his U.S. Army basic training
at Sheppard Field, Texas. He earned the
opportunity to become a pilot, and so went
through the Army Air Corps’ primary, basic,
and advanced flight schools.
In primary training Ray learned to fly in
the Stearman PT-17 “Kaydet.” Kaydets had
fabric-covered wooden wings, single-leg
landing gear, and a welded steel fuselage.
They were equipped with radial engines. Its
simple, rugged construction made it an ideal
trainer for novice Army pilots. Between 1936
and 1944, Boeing built 8,584 Kaydets.
Ray then flew the C-46 “Commando”
transport aircraft. One of his flying duties
including towing gliders; during one such
flight he was towing a glider carrying a General officer in its cockpit. Once reaching the
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Ray Koby
Ray Koby and the PT-17 Stearman

Ray Koby’s 96th birthday with flight

C-46 with glider crop
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NATIONAL CAPITAL
4TH FLIGHT
Ft. Meyer, Virginia

Submitted by: Lt. Col. John D. Wright, USAF
(Ret) and Lt. Col. Gary Palmer, USAF (Ret)

Flight 4 convened on October 14, 2020
via Microsoft Teams with Maj. Gen. Wayne
Schatz, USAF (Ret) as our guest. Maj. Gen.
Schatz piloted the C-130 and C-17 during his
career and discussed Operation UNIFIED
ASSISTANCE and the USAF future path
to flying wings. He currently serves in the
Senior Executive Service as the Associate
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Headquarters United States Air Force, Pentagon,
Washington, D.C.
As a colonel and commander of the 62nd
Airlift Wing at McChord AFB, WA, he deployed to Hickam AFB, HI as the Deputy
Director of Mobility Forces for the joint and
international efforts to support Thailand,
Sri Lanka, and Banda Aceh, Indonesia,
which were affected by the December 2004
tsunami. Hundreds of aircraft delivered
nearly 3,000 tons of relief supplies. Maj. Gen.
Schatz said the operation’s success showed
“The Human Spirit of the U.S. Airman.”
He then discussed Air Staff efforts to address the shortage of 2,100 pilots for current
Total Force requirements and ways to increase annual production from 1,480 pilots.
Proposals considered are paths for already
licensed civilian pilots, modifications to Specialized Undergraduate Pilot training, the
impact of the T-7A Red Hawk replacing the
aging T-38 Talon and incorporating virtual
training. As to existing AF flying personnel,
quality of life and retention programs are underway and being proposed. A spirited question and answer session on both topics gave
General Schatz some ideas to explore with
the staff.
On November 11, 2020, we held our first
in-person meeting since March 2020 at the
Army Navy Country Club in Arlington, Virginia. Our guest was Francis Gary Powers, Jr.,
son of U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers. Powers
is the Founder and Chairman Emeritus of
the Cold War Museum in Vint Hill, VA, an
hour west of Washington, D.C.
He covered his father’s selection to the
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Francis Gary Powers, Jr. speaking to
members of National Capital 4th Flight
U-2 program and operations from Incirlik
AB in Turkey. He then described the ejection of his father from the U-2 over the Soviet Union on May 1, 1960, mission. Powers
detailed his father’s time at Lubyanka and
Vladimir Central Prisons and his release on
February 10, 1962, in a prisoner exchange for
Soviet Colonel Rudolf Abel.
Powers discussed his role as a technical
consultant for the movie, Bridge of Spies.
He considers the movie historically accurate
overall with artistic liberties taken in each
scene. His father’s death in a helicopter accident in 1977 began his lifelong quest to
fight for the accurate account of the events
surrounding his father’s U-2 shoot down and
imprisonment as well as fighting for his father’s due recognition.
Francis Gary Powers, Jr. wrote, “Spy Pilot: Francis Gary Powers, the U-2 Incident,
and a Controversial Cold War Legacy” with
Keith Dunnavant and “Letters from a Soviet
Prison: The Personal Journal and Private
Correspondence of CIA U-2 Pilot Francis
Gary Powers” with Douglas E. Campbell.
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His father’s book on the events is, “Operation
Overflight: A Memoir of the U-2 Incident
with Curt Gentry.”
Powers’ dream to start the Cold War
Museum began in 1993. It took fifteen years
to make the museum a reality. When the
museum became more known for Francis
Gary Powers and the U-2, he stepped aside
as Founder and became Chairmen Emeritus
so that it could stand alone as a tribute to
the Cold War era and its veterans. The flight
members and guests enjoyed the in-person
fellowship after eight months of the COVID-19 pandemic.
On December 9, 2020, the 22nd Chief of
Staff, United States Air Force, Gen. Charles
Q. Brown, Jr., was our guest via a virtual
Microsoft Teams meeting. Gen. Brown began his talk with first-hand insight into the
People’s Republic of China’s (PRC) military
mindset and actions from being the Commander, Pacific Air Forces. After multiple
decades of conflicts against violent extremists, Russian and Chinese expansionist actions and signals caused the 2018 National
Defense Strategy to shift to a policy of great
power competition.
As Chief of Staff, Gen. Brown announced
his overarching strategic approach of “Accelerate Change or Lose.” He stated that
there are numerous “accelerants” such as

the changed National Defense Strategy, the
one-year-old United States Space Force, budget pressures across the Depart of Defense,
the impact of COVID-19 on the Information
Technology (IT) infrastructure, and racial
disparity providing a “window of opportunity” to accelerate change and shape the
USAF needed to meet the future challenge of
a high-end fight with a peer competitor.
Gen. Brown possesses an extensive background in the Combatant Commands with
tours in U.S. Central Command, HQ U.S. Air
Forces in Europe Air Forces Africa, and Air
Component Commander for U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. As Chief, he wants to use an
action order mindset to achieve his strategic
approach. The focus areas of these action orders are Airmen, bureaucracy, competition,
and design implementation.
National Capital Flight members were
privileged to hear Gen. Brown’s strategic approach and focused action orders that will
serve to transform today’s Air Force into the
future Air Force required to maintain the
competitive military advantage against great
power competitors. Gen. Brown brings an
extensive joint war fighter and component
commander background as the Chief of
Staff, United States Air Force.

CASCADE 22ND FLIGHT

McChord Field, Washington

Submitted by: CAPT. Raymond J. Copin, USCG
(Ret)

The first 2021 meeting for Flight 22 (Cascade) was held on Friday, January 15. It was
a virtual meeting led by Vice Flight Captain
BG Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret). We had a
great presentation followed by a short business meeting. We were pleased and privileged to have Maureen DeFelice, Daedalian
Executive Director, join us.
Our program included an interesting,
detailed description by Cascade member Lt.
Col. Don Krump, USAF (Ret). Using many
interesting slides, he spoke of an Air Force
mission from 1958 to 1986 designed to develop and maintain a capability to affect the
aerial and surface recovery of exposed film
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canister capsules ejected from an orbiting
satellite or high-altitude, supersonic drones.
This system’s development moved center
stage after Gary Powers was shot down in his
U-2 over the USSR in 1960. From ‘62 onward,
highly modified C-130 B and H model aircraft
were used for ‘snatching’ over 200 of these
parachuted, de-orbited capsules in the air.
In addition, ‘till ’74, a 455’ MSTS Victory ship
with Air Force helicopters was scheduled
to be in the recovery area if a capsule were
to make it to the ocean for fear that everpresent Russian trawlers might retrieve the
capsules' most precious cargo. During Don’s
tour with the unit, all capsules were captured
in the air. These capsules weighed from 200
to 1,100 pounds once ejected. In early ’71, it
was from one of these capsules that the US
discovered the Chinese were doing nuclear
testing. Considerable coordination and precise navigation were essential to complete
these missions. It is well recognized that the
C-130 is one of the most, if not the most, versatile aircraft with updated models still flying today. The C-130 is operated not only by
several U.S. military services but around the
world by other nations. The virtual nature of
this fascinating presentation precluded our
shaking the presenter’s hand, but as always,

we learned from and appreciated the information provided by a fellow Daedalian.
After our program presentation and during the short business meeting, a member
suggested infusing our scholarship fund
with donations approximating a dollar or
two or more per year since a member earned
wings.
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GATEWAY 26TH FLIGHT
Belleville, Illinois

Submitted by: Col. John “Woody” Almind, USAF
(Ret)

At our Wednesday, January 13, 2021 meeting, the 26th “Gateway” Flight was honored
to welcome USAF Lt Col Retired Steve Wilson, a Raven Forward Air Controller (FAC) in
Laos during the Vietnam War, as our guest
speaker.
Three weeks after commissioning, Steve
found himself in Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) in Laredo, TX. Shortly after UPT,
he went through Jungle Survival Training in
the Philippines. Then it was off to Pleiku AB,
Vietnam, where he flew O-2 Skymasters—a
Cessna 337 (twin in-tandem-propeller engines; push-pull) with hardpoints on the
wings that carried fourteen 16-lb rockets.

The Battle for Skyline Ridge: The CIA
Secret War in Laos, took place during the 6
months that Steve served as a Raven in Laos.
His aircraft was hit with ground fire twice.
Steve revealed that the second time he was
hit was over “Hill 1800,” about 5900 ft AGL,
flying as the “low pilot,” baiting anti-aircraft
artillery. Steve was hit by an armor-piercing
round and headed to his home base, barely
making it over Skyline Ridge at about 100 ft
AGL.
Steve said that a typical day was 8 hours
of flying (he accumulated 170 flying hours
in one month). He pointed out that more
bombs were dropped in Laos during the
Vietnam War than all the bombs dropped in
Europe during World War II.
Steve’s presentation was a big hit and the
members of the 26th Gateway Flight really
enjoyed his highly informative presentation.
Thanks again to Steve for a job well done!

Copin 1965
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GRANITE STATE
53RD FLIGHT
Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Submitted by: Peter D. Lennon, Federal Gov’t
(Ret) and Maj. Lewis Gregory Curtis, USAF (Ret)

One of America’s most visited museums,
the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space
Museum in Washington, DC, is undergoing
an ambitious, $950 million transformation,
the Museum’s Deputy Director recently told
Daedalians from across the country at a
virtual briefing hosted by New Hampshire’s
Granite State Flight #53.
Six flights and the Order’s National
Leadership combined to hear Deputy Director Chris Browne present a status report and
video about the almost eight-year project
to re-imagine, rebuild, and modernize the
45-year-old mecca for aviation and space enthusiasts world-wide.
Mr. Browne reported that the comprehensive remake of the Smithsonian is on
budget and will be 50% complete in 2022.
The project is scheduled to finish in 2025
in time for the 250th birthday of the United
States and the 50th year of the Museum’s existence, he said.
The project is split into two phases to
keep many exhibitions open during construction. However, visits by the public currently are suspended due to the coronavirus,
Mr. Browne said.
So far, the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on the work has been manageable, he
indicated. The pandemic has caused a three
to four month schedule slip and has affected
the restoration of artifacts, the completion of
the project’s Phase 1 (East Wing), and the beginning of Phase 2 (West Wing).
Mr. Browne, a former Naval Flight Officer (Grumman F-14 Tomcats) and former
Airport Manager of Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Washington
Dulles International Airport, said the Museum’s transformation is funded by $650 million in federal tax dollars and $250 million in
private donations.
During reconstruction, all 23 major
galleries and presentation spaces are being
reimagined for immersive learning, 5,200+
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The new and transformed Main Entrance of
the National Air and Space Museum
after the reconstruction project.
Credit: National Air and Space Museum

artifacts will be moved, preserved and, if
needed, restored, and 1,400 new objects will
be displayed.
Among the new displays, Mr. Browne
said, will be the restored Northrop T-38A
Talon jet aircraft that pioneering aviator
Jackie Cochran flew to set eight world speed,
altitude, and distance records, including
straightaway courses, speed over various
distance closed courses, and an absolute altitude record of 56,071.80 feet.
He said the transformation will add three
education spaces to the museum, which already experiences more than one million interactions with students annually.
The museum maintains the world’s largest collection of historic aircraft and spacecraft among more than 68,000 artifacts. A
center for historical research on aviation and
spaceflight and related science and technology, it also conducts original research and
outreach in planetary sciences.
To safeguard most major assets during
reconstruction, Mr. Browne said they are being moved to the museum’s new, state-of-the
art collections storage facility at its Steven F.
Udvar-Hazy Center in nearby Chantilly, VA.
Aircraft, spacecraft, and famous artifacts
moved by ground transport to storage at the
Udvar-Hazy Center include a Lockheed U-2

Dragon Lady spy plane, a venerable Douglas DC-3 airliner, World War II fighter aircraft, the Skylab 4 Command Module, and
the spacesuits worn by Astronauts Buzz
Aldrin and Gene Cernan on their Apollo 11
and Apollo 17 lunar missions, respectively.
The Udvar-Hazy Center also displays,
in an open, hangar-like setting, some of
the museum’s largest holdings, such as the
B-29 Superfortress Enola Gay that dropped
the first atomic bomb on Japan, the Space
Shuttle Discovery, the supersonic airliner
Concorde, early and later fighter aircraft,
and satellites.
Items too large to move from the museum location on the National Mall, such
as the nose section of a Boeing 747 airliner
and the F-1 Engine for the enormous Saturn 5 Moon rocket, were crated for their
protection. Work flows around them inside
the museum, Deputy Director Browne said.
The museum’s signature IMAX Theater will be updated with the latest IMAX
technology to provide a much-improved
experience, Mr. Browne said, and the entire
museum will be made compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
The building also will undergo a complete refacing of the exterior cladding, replacement of outdated mechanical systems,
and other repairs and improvements, he indicated.
The joint briefing demonstrated the
popularity, relevance, and effectiveness of
the Order’s National Headquarters push to
expand virtual flight meetings anywhere to

The transformed “The Wright Brothers and
The Invention of the Aerial Age” Gallery
Credit: National Air and Space Museum

all Daedalians nationwide. The “Flight Captain’s Gaggle” group email system is used to
spread the word about upcoming events.
In addition to host Flight #53, other attendees hailed from 48th (Harley H. Pope)
Flight, Fayetteville, NC, 8th (Kitty Hawk)
Flight, Goldsboro, NC, 16th (Curtis E. Lemay)
Flight, Omaha, NE, 13th (San Diego) Flight,
CA, 38th (Longhorn) Flight, Austin, TX, and
100th (Silver Wings) Flight, Enterprise, AL.
National Headquarters was represented
by Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret), the
National Commander, Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen,
USAF (Ret), Daedalians Foundation Chair
(whose first Flight was Flight #53 years
ago), and Maj. Gen Sue Desjardins,
USAF (Ret), Director and Vice Flight
Captain of Flight #53.

The transformed
“Humans Reach the Moon” Gallery
Credit: National Air and Space Museum
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STINSONS 2ND FLIGHT
San Antonio, Texas

Submitted by: Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)

Stinsons Flight met via Zoom on October 27th and welcomed a friend of the flight
Colin Bell, who joined us from his home
in England, and RAF civilian Penny Broadway. The Royal Air Force sent Colin to the
United States for pilot training in the early
days of WWII and following graduation, he
got orders to stay in the U.S. to train American pilots. Eventually, he returned home,
trained in the Mosquito bomber, and flew
50 missions over Germany. Welcome, Colin!
Colonel Tom Tredici was our speaker and
he discussed leaving the steel mills of Pennsylvania to join the Air Corps, pilot training,
and learning to fly the B-17, followed by 38
combat missions in Europe. After the war,
Tom finished college, went on to medical
school, served as a flight surgeon, including
duty in Vietnam, and then began his distinguished tenure at the School of Aerospace
Medicine. When he retired from active duty,
he was the only WWII pilot still serving. He
then continued working in civil service and
as a consultant, amassing an amazing 70
years as an aviator and physician supporting
aviators. Well done Tom!
On Veterans Day, Flight
Captain Bill Ercoline, Ed Sheeran, Jerry Allen, and friend of the
flight Maureen DeFelice attended
an event held by the San Antonio Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Daedalian Elliot Johnson spoke
about his father, Founder Member Ben Johnson, and outlined
Ben’s flight training in 1918. Elliot
then presented the post a beautiful model of a Jenny and a placard featuring a photo of Lt. Ben
Johnson, complete with details
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on Ben’s service, plus the Daedalian crest.
Well done Elliot.
Two events were held on December 17th,
the anniversary of the Wright Brothers first
flight. First, Flight Captain Bill Ercoline and
Adjutant Dan Clark led a wreath-laying at
our monument to the Stinson Family at the
San Antonio airport that bears their name.
See photo below. Dan served egg nog to the
members who were present despite Bill’s efforts to keep the crowd small due to COVID
concerns. That evening we met via Zoom
and watched an excellent video on the
Wright Brothers. Bill made it a festive occasion with door prizes for lucky attendees.
In late January we met via Zoom to hear
Colonel Tom Tredici talk about the efforts he
led over several decades to protect aviators’
eyes from flash blindness following a nuclear
detonation and from ultraviolet and infrared energy in space. The presentation gave a
clear picture of the important work Tom did
at the school of Aerospace Medicine. The
final slide showed a picture of a U.S. astronaut standing on the moon, wearing a gold
protective eye shield developed by Tom and
his people. We were happy to have Colin Bell
and Penny Broadway join us again from England for this enlightening meeting.

SPECIAL SECTION

CAN CEREAL INSPIRE
A NEW PILOT?
YES IT CAN!
By: Maureen DeFelice,
Executive Director

During the Great Depression,
Quaker Oats was often the fare
at breakfast. At eight years old,
Raymond Kleber would cut out
the Quaker man and send several
to the company as part of a promotion. He was rewarded with a
model of the Vought Corsair Navy
plane. Ray and his brothers would
place wax paper over the plane
on their mother’s breadboard and
after homework, would build a
rubber band flyable model. Later,
the company would send booklets
on how to fly, leather helmets,
goggles, etc. With experience under their belt, the brothers cut a
fuselage and wings from a solid
block of Balsa wood, building a
plane modeled after the one that
normally buzzed their home on
weekends.
At 13 years old, Raymond
got his first airplane ride. In exchange for the dollar fare, he was
launched into the aviation field,
and shortly afterward, got his first
job as a line boy at the airport.
This was a hard labor job washing
planes, turning props, selling

tickets and anything else that was
needed. His goal was to use the
money to cover the cost of flying
lessons. By 1941 at the age of 16,
Ray Kleber soloed and joined the
Civil Air Patrol (CAP).
One of the first to join CAP,
Kleber was part of the missions
where members would use their
own planes to fly up to 100 miles
off the east coast in search of
enemy ships and submarines. In
addition, they would fly reconnaissance, helping locate downed
pilots or lost people. Most were
volunteers and the effort was incredibly successful. Working with
Army and Navy aircraft pilots who
chased credible CAP leads, the
enemy was forced to move more
than 100 miles away from the
shore to avoid detection.
Kleber later became a drill instructor, mostly because the uniform was the only one, he could
afford at the time and was incredibly proud to wear it. His CAP
group lost 65 volunteers that had
scant training time shortly after
joining the war effort. Kleber was

losing military classmates, too. At
16, we all tend to feel invincible,
but this was war. Ray wanted no
recognition for the effort as there
were too many friends who had
not survived.
Kleber stayed in CAP until
1943 then enlisted in the Army
Air Corps on February 25, 1943,
graduating as a flight officer in in
Class 45A on March 11, 1945 at
the age of 19. He was too young
for a commission and the victory
in Europe had slowed the pipeline of needed pilots. Still, ready
to make flying his career, his first
aircraft was a P-40 and his first
assignment got him in a P-51 Mustang flying with the 309th Flying
Squadron. He allowed two loves
to come into his life at the time,
the Mustang and his future wife,
Zita.
By 1947, Kleber was setting
speed records with the P-51H with
his travel from Ladd Field, Fairbanks Alaska to Grenier Field, NH.
With this and other speed contest
prizes he was incentivized. With
a promise to receive follow-on
training in the P-80, he stayed at
Moody for the instrument
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for having served my country. It may have sounded to
a lot of people like I didn’t do very much. Well, at 16
maybe I didn’t. But I think in the next 32 years of service I did quite well for my country and myself.”

1948

instructor course in the T-33, yet
as much fun as it was to instruct,
Kleber had to move on.
In 1953, Kleber moved with
the entire 50th Fighter-Bomber
Wing to Hahn AB Germany. It was
at Hahn AB where with a new
pilot in the back seat of the T-33
he would become part of the first
pilot crew to save an asset of the
Twelfth Air Force. When the latter’s instruments failed after takeoff in instrument meteorological
conditions, ultimately saving a
couple of lives and the aircraft.
Losing his navigational aids shortly
after takeoff, Kleber called for
help. The local ground control
intercept site scrambled an F-86
in support. With over three hours
of fuel, he climbed to 25,000 feet
and headed west to stay out of
East German airspace. The F-86
led him back to Hahn where he
safely landed amidst terrible
weather. “We had the runway at
Hahn painted with camouflage
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paint. Talk about a slippery
runway!” Kleber noted the
difficulties. With the landing and ordeal behind him,
he then drew an assignment to the 12th Air Force
headquarters after which
he went to each fighter
base to preach the things
to do if you got lost or had problems.
After an atomic weapons testing assignment, “Project Greenhouse, ”Kleber found a new love,
the F-100. That aircraft would
take him through 302 Vietnam
missions and his favorite thing
about it was that it always returned him intact.
Next, Kleber served as the
612th Tactical Fighter Squadron
Commander, providing close air
support for U.S. Marines locked in
battle during the Tet Offensive in
1968. He flew 495 combat hours
including time spent over North
Vietnam and was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross and
Bronze Star in the course of his
exploits. Kleber, call sign Eagle
Eye, served 32 years in the military, retiring in 1975 as a Colonel
and settling in Goldsboro, NC.
He looked back at the harrowing
experiences of his flying career as
just part of the job and would do

it all over again.
Like the Daedalians, the Civil
Air Patrol is invigorated by youth
success. Also, like the Daedalians,
those who go through the program are much more likely to
choose a military aviation career,
and he took away many lessons.
Learning to take orders before you
give them helps build confidence,
was another one. Learning to fly
creates a desire for military careers in aviation was. Ray Kleber
models the attitude of God and
country before self, and remains
active with CAP, sharing his enthusiasm for flying to those who will
follow behind him.
Colonel Kleber has flown for
81 years with no accidents and
simply doing his part for his country. It wasn’t until 10 December
2014 that his work with Civil Air
Patrol was recognized for its incredible value to World War II
efforts. Retired Col. Raymond
Kleber at the age of 89 received
the Congressional Gold Medal in
Washington D.C. In addition to
the honors mentioned earlier, he
received two Legions of Merit and
the Air Medal with 16 Oak Leaf
Clusters. Kleber shared, “I thanked
the good Lord for giving me the
longevity to do the things I have,
and there is a lot of pride in me -

Kissing the Mistress F100 Super Sabre
March 22, 1947

October, 1968
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C-130E illustration by Col. Rock Roszak, USAF (Ret)

My Last Overseas Tour

By: Lt. Col. Walt McDaniel, USAF (Ret)
Most of us who have served overseas did
so as it was our duty, but the family did not fully
understand what Dad was doing every day. They
knew I would be gone for a year or so, flying in a
combat zone but having no idea what I might experience or my living conditions. With this story, I
wish to convey every memory as best as possible
not only to Daedalians but to my two kids and my
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
In 1965, after serving four years as a Missile
Crew Commander, I was assigned back to a flying position at Hamilton AFB, California. I had
served at Hamilton in 1959, loved the area, and
had great friends still there. I was flying again
with a special air mission squadron carrying
VIPs. This time we lived on base but began to
think about retiring close by, in a few years. We
found a beautiful lot on the Marin Country Club,
checked plans to build, and contacted a builder.
The final review was made with the belief that
would be our future home.
The next morning a fellow pilot was notified he would be going to Vietnam after C-130
training. He pleaded family hardship and won.
Evidently, my name was now at the top of the list
because I was notified the next day for the same
assignment, leaving in a couple of days for Tennessee to check out in the C-130 cargo aircraft, a
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four-engine turboprop plane. This was followed
by combat training in Texas: short field take-offs,
dropping cargo by chutes, and such. Esther had
come with me on that trip and we lived in a motel
for six weeks. Arriving back at Hamilton, I was
scheduled for survival school in Washington and
moved Esther and Tom to an apartment near his
high school in San Rafael, CA. The trip to San
Francisco airport was quiet but as I boarded the
plane en route to Taiwan, I experienced the most
emotional feeling ever.
My next base was Ching Chuan Kang (CCK)
Air Base, located on the island of Taiwan about
80 miles south of Taipei. Landing at Taipei I was
met by an old friend, Col Koa, a Republic of
China Air Force pilot who had visited our home
in Virginia several times in 1960. After a couple
of nights in Taipei, I caught a train to Taichung
and soon arrived at CCK. I found my quarters to
be a Quonset hut with several rooms. Most were
set up for two officers. I wasn’t interested in that
and requested a room for one. Not too bad: a
bed, table, small refrigerator, metal clothes closet
(had to have a light burning 24 hrs. to keep mildew away), a houseboy to clean and wash my
clothes, and close to the Officer's Club where I
ate. Sounds like heaven for a tour of combat duty
except I was usually only there one week out of

		

the month. On getting settled I went to meet my
new squadron commander and the 776th Tactical
Airlift Squadron.
From the start, I never had a special crew
assigned except my loadmaster. Copilots, navigators, and flight engineers usually changed, except
when in Vietnam. The schedule was a week at
CCK flying to Japan, Okinawa, or the Philippines,
usually one-day trips, then Nha Trang Air Base
in Vietnam. This was a long flight mainly over
the South China Sea with lots of thunderstorms.
Most flights starting from CCK went to Tachikawa
AFB in Japan, loaded blood plasma, Stars and
Stripe newspapers, and headed for Clark AFB
in the Philippines. We were limited to a 16-hour
crew day. We would stay in transient quarters for
at least 24 hours, then fly a different plane to NhaTrang, Vietnam. Other flights would start to Naha
Airbase in Okinawa, then directly to Nha Trang.
My co-pilot on my first flight in-country had
almost completed his tour and was to check me
out on what in-country flying was about. Living
conditions changed dramatically: a room full of
double-decked beds, surrounded by mosquito
netting, showers, and restrooms in the building
next door, a mess hall for all crew members nearby. It was always hot and muggy, day and night.
We flew about every day, 10 to 12 sorties a day to
all kinds of places one never thought about and
carrying cargo, soldiers, food, hospital patients,
and sometimes the black bags of soldiers who
never made it to the next day.
Although I was flying in a combat zone, conditions changed on every flight. Major airfields
were secured to one mile outside and small strips
could involve some ground fire on approach or
take-offs. A few runways were paved; one had
steel planking which would roll up in front of the
plane on landing; some were very short and just
dirt; some I could watch gun battles in the hills
from the cockpit. Most flights were 20-30 minutes, quick off-loading and on-loading. I never
left the cockpit because of the short turn-around
time, plus we had to be ready to depart quickly
because of enemy fire coming our way. That
down-time in daylight was brutal because the
cockpit was surrounded by glass and the temperature got very warm. Because of the short flights,
we normally never climbed above 10,000 feet but
hoped the air-conditioning worked to cool the
crew off before the next stop.
Several events made life interesting. One
flight into a dirt strip was made to deliver a gen-
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erator to a small Army cannon crew. I am not sure
how many soldiers manned this outpost, but they
treated my crew as long-lost friends, eager to find
out what was going on in the world. We had a
copy of the Stars and Strips which they separated
and passed the pages around for faster reading. As this load meant a couple of hours on the
ground, I walked to a Montagnard village at the
end of the runway.
Bamboo spikes placed at a forty-five-degree
angle protected the front gate. The village was
surrounded by a large bamboo fence. The small
living spaces were covered but open on one side
above the ground. All young men were away as
scouts for US Army units. A few old men, kids,
and women were noticed. Dogs and pigs roamed
around and did not look very healthy. I saw a little
girl, 3 or 4, threading colored beads and took several pictures but she would not look up. My copilot bought a crossbow weapon with sharpened
bamboo strips for arrows from one old fellow. On
take-off, about halfway down the runway, I saw
a woman and three kids walking right down the
middle. I yanked the plane off and know I barely
missed them. On the way back to base, we threw
out empty bags to an outfit on the ground which
had discovered a cave full of rice.
At Bien Hoa, near Saigon, we were lined up
waiting for takeoff when mortar fire began hitting
near the end of the runway. Those planes waiting rapidly gunned across the dividing strip to
the runway and launched. I had a great crew that
knew what to do in an emergency; we too were in
the air quickly.
About two in the morning on a flight from
Clark AFB to Japan, the number one engine
caught fire. I instructed the flight engineer to shut
down the engine and apply fire control, which extinguished the fire. I called an inflight emergency
and an agency in Japan answered. I elected to
stay at 25,000 feet and continue inbound. From
200 hundred miles out, control put me on final
approach, cleared the area of other aircraft, and
gave weather conditions at the base. The weather
was poor with the ceiling at 300 feet, 1/2-mile
visibility, in rain. We descended for a GroundControlled Approach (GCA).
On breaking out of the overcast, I spotted the
runway lights ahead - - a most beautiful sight.
Another night mission sent us to a site called
Tay Ninh City to deliver a bridge for the Army.
My navigator said we were over the field, but no
lights were in sight. After several calls to an outfit
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on the ground, we asked them to light a couple of
barrels of oil on the approach end of the runway.
That took time, as they were not eager to leave
their sandbag shelter. We circled at 6,000 feet to
stay out of the ground fire range until spotting
the oil fires. We did not use the landing lights
until near the end of the runway and then for just
a moment to verify the paved portion. Once on
the ground, we had to back into a small unloading area and then called the Army to come to get
their bridge. Parked next to us I noticed a truckload of 50-gallon gas barrels and kept that in
mind while waiting. We left the engines running
and waited. After several calls with no response,
I got a general on the horn and told him I would
dump the bridge on the ground if there was no
response in 10 minutes. A truck soon arrived
and started moving the bridge onto the flatbed.
On the far end of the runway, mortar fire started
walking toward our area. The loadmaster said
all clear and we were moving out. We made an
assault takeoff back to base. Never heard if the
bridge was hit or if the ground crew were safe. I
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
that mission.
Another memorable flight took me to the
mountain area of Khe San where a furious battle
was raging. I had left Okinawa with a load of cannon shells. During off-loading, I could see the
guns firing in the hills above. Helicopters were
flying fresh troops in and taking others out. Several groups of young men came aboard, and we
flew directly to Clark AFB. Other flights contained
the black bags of soldiers who were killed on the
mountain. On other flights to this strip, we never
landed but popped a drag chute to pull our load
out the back onto the runway.
Unusual sights popped up often. Our squadron was moving an Army outfit to another location. Four planes landed just after daybreak on a
dirt strip. Our soldiers offloaded and were happy
that the first person they saw was a little lady carrying a bucket of cold Cokes for sale.
I only remember one scary moment. On a
flight into a strip called An Khe, we had to enter
the area through an artillery barrage, despite the
fact that we had been advised that the area was
cold. We proceeded cautiously. Suddenly we experienced a very loud boom. My first thought was
we had been hit by a cannon shell. Quick reports
from each crew member revealed the source. A
heavy door closed off the cockpit deck from the
cargo area. The door was normally fastened in
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the open position, but at that moment it slammed
shut for unknown reasons. We laughed afterward
about another combat experience.
Here I was at age 47 flying combat missions
and confronted with new situations every day.
Following each offload, we contacted our command post for the next mission. Often it was a
new location with no idea what the load would
be. On my third mission one day we got instructions to land at Qui Nhon. We located the runway and saw that it was paved but short, with
a wall just above the water line at the approach
end. After parking, I was advised that personnel
from a field hospital in the area would be loading walking-wounded. Our destination was Clark
AB in the Philippines. This was a new trip for me.
Although I never left the cockpit in-country, this
time seemed to be different, so I went back to
the cargo area to see these soldiers and check
on their condition. All were able to walk on board
with some assistance and placed on a canvas
seat. The last soldier to board was not walking,
he was strapped to a gurney. I noticed a harness
over his head with two pins inserted into his
head, one on each side. A small cable led from
the harness, over a pulley to a weight on the end.
A flight nurse was assigned to monitor him. She
told me the soldier had a broken neck and asked
me to take it as easy as possible on takeoff. I told
her I would try. Because of the short runway, I
backed up to the very edge; the tail was over the
water. I ran the engines up to 100%, at which time
she was told to hold his head to make sure there
was no movement when I released the brakes.
I knew brake release normally created a quick,
strong jolt.
The ride to Clark was smooth and with a long
runway, I was able to make an easy touchdown,
thinking about that soldier with his head in a harness. After parking, I immediately ran back to
check on my passenger. The nurse thanked me.
Her patient had made the trip in good shape. I
turned to the soldier and wished him the best. He
smiled and said thanks. That was my reward for a
lesson in bravery.
Another flight etched in my memory occurred
during a 14-hour mission carrying an airborne
command post. That crew directed strikes by
fighters and who knows what else. After several
hours flying a racetrack pattern, we heard an
emergency call from a pilot who had bailed out
and was on the ground. A rescue helicopter soon
radioed that he was approaching the pilot and

		

ready to pick him up. That was done and the pilot
was safely on board. Seconds later I heard a loud
scream - - they had been hit and were on fire.
A second helicopter acting as back-up radioed
they were letting down through a smoke cloud.
Minutes later they called, saying all aboard the
crashed chopper were dead except one crew
member. This event covered about 10 minutes
but that scream I will never forget.
At the end of our three weeks in-country, the
next flight took me to Bangkok. This was usually
a 48-hour rest and recuperation layover. On landing at four in the morning, we were again greeted
by a guy selling cold Cokes. The hotel was very
modern and comfortable. There was only one
problem: my co-pilot had a few drinks and dove
out the window into the pool below. Shopping at
James Jewelers was a must. James adopted our
squadron and made great deals with the crews.
He had his limousine take us to a fancy place
for dinner and then we went into crew rest for
a flight back to the real world. The return trip to
CCK required a stop at Nakhon Phanom, a base
in northern Thailand, which did not look like a
very desirable place. It only took one arrival to
find out what the troops wanted. On approach,
they would ask if we had any mail for them. If
we said no, they parked us in a dark corner away
from operations. After the first time, we knew that
mail and newspapers would earn a parking spot
right in front of operations, and a staff car would
take us to the mess hall and back. These flights
normally would put us into NKP around two in
the morning. From there, it was back to CCK for a
week.
While in-country it was not safe to venture
off base to nearby cities with one exception. Nha
Trang was a former French playground for the
rich. There were beautiful beaches and homes,
and the highway from base to city was considered safe. A restaurant for good food was the primary attraction. French onion soup was prepared
in a clay oven, the lobster was excellent, and
good wine was served. They would not list the
soup or wine as French because of long-lasting
hatred.
On one trip, at four in the morning on the approach into Saigon, we reported seeing ground
fire and turned away. When directed back to the
approach, a gunship was in front spraying heavy
fire on the ground. Dropping paratroops was another experience. At the drop zone, fighter aircraft
put napalm over the trees, and gunships followed
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with heavy fire. Then we flew over at 700 feet
and dropped the troops. The sight below was not
pretty.
One of my squadron’s planes tried to make
a low-level drop to the runway at Khe Sanh in a
heavy fog. On the third attempt to find the runway, they crashed, and the crew was killed. The
navigator had married a Chinese woman three
months before. My return to the US was moved
up a few days in order for me to escort the widow
back to her in-laws in California. This was not a
simple task as we had to get her a passport and
visa quickly. That was normally a five-year ordeal
in Taiwan. The secretary in the base legal office
was the niece of a high-level government official
who proved valuable. In one day, we took the
train to Taipei; visited the uncle for help; went to
many government offices around the city; arrived
at the US Embassy at five in the evening with her
new passport in hand; obtained the visa; and returned to Tai Chung. Since she had never been off
the island and by tradition, could not leave with a
stranger, I was invited to her family home where a
ritual was conducted, and I become a member of
the family. Until later, I was not aware there was
a US Air Force regulation to cover these situations. Upon arriving in Seattle, two ladies met us
at the plane and explained they had hotel rooms
reserved, plus tickets on the next flight to Los Angeles. We placed a phone call to the in-laws, who
spoke with her for the first time. Esther in San Rafael, Ca. was notified of my arrival time in LA and
met me there, for which I was forever grateful. A
staff car delivered us to the home of the young officer’s parents, where they immediately took their
new daughter-in-law into loving arms. A military
funeral followed. When the flag was folded, a US
Air Force officer turned and handed the flag to
me. I then handed it to the widow - - the hardest
job ever.
Looking back over that year, I never realized
the exact location in Vietnam that I had operated
out of until seeing a recent TV movie about the
war. The navigator always gave me headings to
our destinations. Upon seeing a recent map, I realized that I did cover a lot of different places all
over South Vietnam, some under difficult conditions, others a piece of cake. I logged over 500
hours of combat time and received Air Medals in
addition to the DFC.
After three wars, this is what I remember
most. I pray that another McDaniel will not be exposed to war in the future.
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		 				 				FLIGHT INFO

MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!
FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249, or telephone (210)
945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org.

NORTH EAST
4th (NAT’L CAPITAL)
15th (MINUTEMAN)
42nd (FIRST STATE)
43rd (GARDEN STATE)
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The Order of Daedalians has scheduled the
2021 annual meeting for 25 June 2021.
The meeting will be held Friday, June 25th at 9:30am at
the Parr Club Ballroom on JBSA – Randolph, Texas.
Prior to the meeting, we will have an open coffee hour
starting at 8:30am. You can meet the national officers, staff
and other Daedalians. Following the meeting, we will provide a buffet lunch.
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national.capital.flight4@gmail.com...............................................Ft. Myer, VA
cbhma@me.com.............................................................................Belmont, MA
daedaliansflight42@gmail.com.....................................................Dover, DE
dvtodd@bellsouth.net...............................................................Eastampton, NJ
curtislg@fairpoint.net ..............................................................Portsmouth, NH
SOUTH EAST

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS)

foundersflight@gmail.com.....................................................Montgomery, AL
mach30mm@gmail.com...........................................................Cocoa Beach, FL
georgewolfe@nc.rr.com..............................................................Goldsboro, NC
mdenkler31@gmail.com..............................................................Pensacola, FL
P O Box 65796...................................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665
atjewell@mindspring.com.................................................. Warner Robins, GA
jfoster@flygpt.com.............................................................................Biloxi, MS
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com.............................................Fayetteville, NC
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net...........Lake Park, GA
redunbar@cox.net..............................................................Ft. Walton Beach, FL
70thflt@gmail.com............................................................................Sumter, SC
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com..................................................Columbus, MS
droach@sc.rr.com......................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC
skip.sanders@us.af.mil............................................................Panama City, FL
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com...............................................Enterprise, AL
flight102atl@gmail.com.............................................................Woodstock, GA

11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS
SKYHAWKS)

falconflight11@gmail.com................................................Colorado Spring, CO
rwilhite@aol.com.............................................................................Aurora, CO
c/o Maj. Jack Schnurr, 1174 Vasi Way............................................North Pole, AK
goodellwf@comcast.net..................................................................Tacoma, WA
pminersprint@msn.com..............................................................Clearfield, UT
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net.............................Spokane, WA
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com........................................................Cheyenne, WY
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way....................................Boise, ID 83709
jwjlburman@gmail.com........................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive....................Bozeman, MT 59715

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)

travisdaedalians@outlook.com.....................................................Fairfield, CA
dvdbock@verizon.net................................................................Hawthorne, CA
OldPueblo12@gmail.com.................................................................Tucson, AZ
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com.........................................................San Diego, CA
fharsany@comcast.net..........................................................Albuquerque, NM
alanfisher@aol.com....................................................................El Paso, TX

NORTH WEST

SOUTH WEST

davefro@gmail.com..................................................................Sacramento, CA
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net...................................................Riverside, CA
jdljal@gmail.com........................................................Merced, CA
njbeamer@gmail.com................................................................Wheatland, CA

56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON)

PO Box 424................................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com...................................................................Las Vegas, NV
patretta@wbhsi.cm..................................................................Chandler, AZ
flight88@daedalians.org.........................Clovis, NM 88101

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

flt9membership@gmail.com......................................................Dayton, OH
homarice@gmail.com.............................................................Rapid City, SD
lemayflight16@gmail.com..........................................................Omaha, NE
john.almind.1@us.af.mil...........................................................Belleville, IL
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE..................Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134..........................................................Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon..............................................................Wichita, KS 67226

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY)
60th (FLYING TIGER)
63rd (APOLLO)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP)
103rd (FORT HOOD)

stinsons.flight@gmail.com..................................................San Antonio, TX
23flight@gmail.com..............................................................Fort Worth, TX
texomaflight@gmail.com...................................................Wichita Falls, TX
rbutler456@aol.com.....................................................................Austin, TX
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com........................................Little Rock, AR
WileyPostFlight46@cox.net..........................................Oklahoma City, OK
chennaultflight@gmail.com.................................................Shreveport, LA
4501 62nd St..........................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414
Lt Col ScottAllison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307............LaughlinAFB, TX 78840
c/o Lt. Col. Charles Tosten, joe@lodrige.com.........................Alexandria, LA
ApolloFlightHouston@gmail.com............................................Houston, TX
PO Box 277.............................................................................Altus, OK 73522
PO Box 154567........................................................................Waco, TX 76715
P O Box 9012...........................................................................Enid, OK 73705
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane......................Harker Heights, TX 76548

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012

28th (ALOHA)

rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com........................................................Honolulu, HI

Virtual Flight

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC

HQ Contact Information:
Daedalians—P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249
Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org
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LT.
COL. LES LEAVOY
HONOR CIRCLE
Lt. Col. Edwin L. Curtiss, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Laird Leavoy

ACE OF ACES

Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joe Tom Burch, USAF (Ret) and Mrs.
Candice Burch
Maj. Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

TRIPLE ACE

Col. James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)
Col. William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)

DOUBLE ACE

Maj. Gen. Ronald K. “Andy” Andreson, USA
(Ret)
Lt. Col. James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Roger E. Carleton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles Cheever, USAF (Ret)

Col. Russel A. Everts, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John A. MacLennan, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Ann Lisa Piercy, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

ACE
Maj. Phillip C. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Roger N. Anderson Sr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lawrence Bush, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary C. Christensen, USAF (Ret)
Class 62A
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William E. Gifford, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neill R. Gruver, USAF (Ret)
Col. Eric E. Hastings, USMC (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.
Mr. James Michael Herrin
Lt. Col. Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Col. Watt G. Hill, USAF (Ret)
Col. Douglas A. Joyce, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col. Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)
Col. Raymond B. Kleber, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Kriz, USAF (Ret)
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Col. Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kent W. Lattig, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Philip A. Lock, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Albert L. Melton, USAF (Ret)
COL. Daniel L. Meyers, USA (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Nelson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. T. Marné Peterson, PhD, USAF (Ret)
Col. Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)
Col. David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Daniel E. “Stump” Sowada, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harry Stowers, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Martin J. Stuart
Col. Thomas Tredici, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
Maj. Allan D. Will, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Phillip M. Zabriskie
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SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Brandon Carter, USAF
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Col. Stan T. Duvall, USAF
Col. Arthur C. Evans, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Frank S. Goodell, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David H. Hartmann, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Jeffrey B. Kohler, USAF (Ret)
Col. Wray Lasswell, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Laird Leavoy
Col. Gregory Marshall, USAF (Ret)
Col. Addison C. Rawlins, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Thomas Schwarzkopf, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
Col. Leland Small, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Karl A. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. James Whitmore, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John D. and Catherine Wright, USAF
(Ret)
LTC Paul Yaksic, USA (Ret)

The following contributors have given donations which raised them to the next level.
SQUADRON COMMANDER

Col. Robert Barnett, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Michael Carns, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert Coburn, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Norvin Davis, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jonathan Goldenbaum, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jerry Hardy, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Heagy, USAF (Ret)
Col. Earl Heal, USAF (Ret)
Gen. William Hobbins, USAF (Ret)
Col. John Howard, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lowry Hoyer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jarrett Jordan, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Timothy Kunzweiler, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Robert McNaughton
Lt. Col. Nelson Paler, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Col. Carl Rebarchak, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles Rikli, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Peter Ruppert, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gregory Slover, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ronald Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gary Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Stanley, USAF (Ret)
Col. George Summers, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Takeuchi, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. R. Vulkoff, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Roger Wiles, USAF (Ret)

WING COMMANDER

Col. James Ackert, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Hobart Bates, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lennart Bjerken, USAF (Ret)
Dr. Thomas Chapman, Jr.
Col. Felix Courington, USAF (Ret)
Col. David Dyche, USAF (Ret)
Col. Norman Ellard, USAF (Ret)
COL Wallace Gram, USA (Ret)
Brig. Gen. R. Head, USAF (Ret)
COL James Hyers, USA (Ret)
Col. Norman Kamhoot, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Edward McDowell, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert McGroarty, USAF (Ret)
Maj. William Moore III, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Allen Nichols, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Harvey Peterson, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Eugene Ross, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Nels Running, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Eugene Santarelli, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Ellie Shuler, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. James Verstreate, USAF (Ret)
Col. Arnold Weinman, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Wilson, USAF (Ret)
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WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR

Lt. Gen. Malcolm Armstrong, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Norwood Brenneke
Maj. Mark Dieckmann, USAF (Ret)
Col. Elmer Funderburk, USAF (Ret)

Col. Michael King, USAF (Ret)
Col. David Mason, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Robert Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. James Sherrard III, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Henry Viccellio, USAF (Ret)
Col. Bobby Waddle, USAF (Ret)

FLIGHT LEADER

Brig. Gen. Richard Abel, USAF (Ret)
Col. Charles Aiello, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Oral Bell, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Alva Bendure, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Dallas Crosby, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Frederick Deakins, USAF
Maj. Joe D'Olive, USAF (Ret)
Col. Michael Fortanas, USAFR (Ret)
Col. Charles Hale, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. John Henderson, USAF (Ret)
Capt. James Hoogerwerf, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dion Johnson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Kianka, USAF (Ret)
Col. Stanley Klepper, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Kosco, USAF (Ret)
Col. Larry Krull, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Thomas Kullgren, USAF (Ret)
Col. Wade McRoberts, USAF (Ret)

Capt. Phillip Olsen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James Perrin, USAF (Ret)
Col. Michael Poore, USAF (Ret)
Capt. John Ratterree, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jim Ridenour, USAF (Ret)
Col. David Root, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert Ross, USAFR (Ret)
Col. Jerry Sink, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Bill Skroch, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Thomas Sparks, USCG
Lt. Col. Mark Spaulding, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Harry Stewart, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Swendner, USAF (Ret)
Col. R. Traylor, USAF (Ret)
Col. George Ward, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. James Whitmore, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert Williams, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Stephen Wood, USAF (Ret)

ELEMENT LEADER
Col. James Alexander, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Allgaier, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ronald Bean, USAF (Ret)
Col. Rand Brandt, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Glenn Bremenkamp, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lee Burkett, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Charles Cabell, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Capobianco, USAF (Ret)
Col. David Casperson, USAF (Ret)
Col. Daniel Charchian, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Christian, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Stewart Cranston, USAF (Ret)
Col. Charles DeBellevue, USAF (Ret)
COL Charles Edwards, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gordon Fox, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kent Gibson, USAF (Ret)
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Lt. Col. Ronald Harner, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. George Hawks, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Thomas Kane, USAF (Ret)
Col. A. Frank Kasparian, USAF
Col. Thomas Lafferty, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward Leete, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ronald Lester, USAF (Ret)
Col. Mark Loos, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward Mangis, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret)
Col. Garvin McCurdy, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Merrill McPeak, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jerome Millhouse, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Albert Moller, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jay Norton, USAF (Ret)
Col. David Oldroyd, USAF (Ret)

		

				

Lt. Col. Alfonse Peterson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Rasmussen, USAF (Ret)
Col. Addison Rawlins, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward Riebesehl, USAF (Ret)
Col. John Roe, USAF
CAPT Howard Rundell, USN
Col. Charles Rushforth, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David Russell, USAFR
Col. Walter Schrecker, USAF (Ret)
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Col. David Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ivan Singleton, USAF (Ret)
Col. Frederic Smith, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joseph Sullivan, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Tallon, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Sharon Van Enoo
Mr. George Vaughn
Lt. Col. Thomas Waldron, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Walker, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Guy Walsh, USAF (Ret)

PILOT
COL Richard Agosta, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Craig Allen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles Baumann, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gerald Blalock, USAF (Ret)
Col. Charles Botula III, USAF (Ret)
Col. Billy Boyd, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Brooks, USAF (Ret)
Col. Steven Cameron, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Bruce Carter, USAF (Ret)
Col. Rex Cloud, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward Conant, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Dampman, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. Mercedes Dexter, USAF
Col. Jerald Ellington, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Richard Escola
Brig. Gen. Craig Ferguson, USAF
Col. Peter Fox, USAF
Col. Gregory Freix, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David Froehlich, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Peter Gallo
Col. Richard Giordano, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert Gmyrek, USAF
CAPT Richard Hahn, USCG
Col. Robert Hastie, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Walter Hersman, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Thomas Hickey, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Houk, USAF (Ret)
Col. Leigh Hunt, USAF (Ret)
Col. Harold Icke, USAF (Ret)
Col. Julius Jayroe, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Jenkins, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Elliot Johnson, USAF (Ret)
Col. Dana Kelly, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Buddy Kootz, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Dale Landis, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Michael Lovelace, USAF (Ret)
Col. Roger McClure, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael McGinnis, ANG (Ret)
Col. David McNabb, USAF (Ret)
Col. John McNeil, USAF
Col. Russell Morrison, USAF
Col. Howard Moss, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Neale, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Thomas Oatmeyer
Col. Roger Oliver, USAF (Ret)
Col. Rick Parsons, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Edward Pegg, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Zackery Rodehaver, USAF (Ret)
Col. Joseph Schad, USAF (Ret)
Col. Carl Skakal, USAF (Ret)
Col. Roger Smith, USAF (Ret)
CW4 Angelo Spelios, USA (Ret)
Col. David Spracher, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Stanton, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jay Steinmetz, USAF
Mr. Patrick Sterling
Lt. Col. John Taylor, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Tulis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Michael Turner, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gerald Werth, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neil West, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David Willingham, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ernest Woollard, USAF (Ret)
COL Michelle Yarborough, USA
Maj. Francis Zeller, USAF (Ret)
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The Daedalian Foundation is grateful
for all our donors who contribute to
inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
We recently updated our procedure
for recognizing all donors. This new
process has allowed us to identify
past contributions and give more
recognition to those who support
our mission. Thank you to all of our
generous donors.
Qualfications for each level are
(cumulative totals):
Leavoy Honor Circle $50,000+
Ace of Aces $20,000+
Triple Ace $15,000+
Double Ace $10,000+
Ace $5,000+
Wing Commander Exemplar $2,000+
Wing Commander $1,000+
Squadron Commander $750+
Flight Leader $500+
Element Leader $250+
Pilot $100+
Mail gift to:
The Daedalian Foundation
ATTN: Eagle Wing, PO Box 249,
Universal City, TX, 78148-0249.
Make checks payable to: The Daedalian
Foundation
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SPECIAL SECTION

September 11
I want to cry.
I want to scream.
They tried to take
My American Dream.
They took the lives of my American brothers.
They took the lives of their own and others.
Many died, many injured
By this heinous crime the Devil conjured.
They think that this will break our back.
They truly believe our will can crack.
And for a while they may be right
While we deal with grief and the ugly
sight.
But let the world know loud and clear
That our resolve is still here.
The United States is still alive.
They may just have stirred an angry hive.
They can run and they can hide.
But we will search both far and wide.
We will find them to be sure,
And when we do, their fate’s our cure.
But what then, when it’s done?
Do we all go back to our life of fun?
Or do we remember September eleven,
And all of our brothers now in heaven?
The world will never be the same.
Unless we finish this deadly game.
We must rise up and strike the blow
To end all blows, and all must know
That we are Americans. We are not meek.
We won’t just turn the other cheek.
God Bless America!
Dana Duthie

DAEDALIANS FLYING TRAINING
PROGRAM UPDATE

Flights participating in DFT (Daedalian Flying Training) are greenlighted to
initiate their programs when feasible. There are no calendar restraints, however
most flights run their DFT programs during summer months when school is out.
We recommend that DFT be completed before school starts in the Fall.
The Daedalian Foundation’s Board of Trustees has approved a funding change
for DFT 2021 only. If a flight sponsors one student, the foundation will
reimburse 75% of the ground and flight training costs, 65% for two students,
and 50% for three. Flight physicals, training materials, awards, etc., are not
included in the reimbursement. As of now we are planning to have a DFT
program this summer. Flights are making their student selections and we will
press on as long as we can do so safely.
If you are satisfied that your flight school is conducting flight training with
adequate health precautions, effective with past and current students, then
press on when you and your student are ready.
Best wishes for a successful program!
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DAEDALIAN STORE																		 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION		
The Daedalian Store can be found on our website at: daedalians.org by selecting Store in the top menu.
A variety of items are available from both the national headquarters and several Daedalian flights. Flights
interested in selling items on this page are asked to email their request to communications@daedalians.org.

W

NE

M

ITE

Facemask: $10
A sign of the times; gunmetal grey reusable cloth
facemask with the Daedalian logo. Embedded metal
nose frame and elastic ear straps with toggles to
ensure a good fit for maximum protection.

NEW ITEM

Fishing Shirt: $45 (s/s); $50 (l/s)
White with green embroidered Daedalians crest.
Magellan brand available in men’s and women’s
styles, short and long sleeves. Allow up to two weeks
for embroidering. Specify style and size.

Please share this application with a fellow aviator. We consider the recommendation of our members to
be the best recruiting tool. Don’t forget to include your name on the Referred by line.

CONTACT INFORMATION
First Name____________________________MI_____Last Name____________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________ State _______ Zip Code ___________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________________________
Home Phone _____________________________
Cell Phone _______________________________
Check preferred phone

Reunions

To have a reunion published in the Flyer, send all applicable
details including POC name and phone number to
communications@daedalians.org no later than two quarters
ahead of the event.
12 TFW Reunion

Columbus AFB Undergraduate Pilot Training
Class 71-06 50-year Reunion
Columbus, Mississippi
Planning Oct 2021. if no Covid restrictions
POCs: Ben Fallin, Scott Hein
To be added to the mailing list, send an email to
benfallin@live.com or call 575-770-9871

F-117: Short Life, Long Shadow
Tribute to commemorate 40 years of the Nighthawks
The Orleans Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada
22-23 April 2022
See the F-117 Stealth Fighter Association website:
f117sfa.org for additional details
To be added to the mailing list, send an email to:
F117nighthawkfinder@gmail.com
POC: Bill Lake
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Dayton, Ohio
22-25 Sept 2021
Includes: 12 TFW MacDill AFB; Cam Ranh AB &
Phu Cat AB (Vietnam); 12 FEW/SFW Bergstrom
AFB (Korea) and all supporting units
POC: E. J. Sherwood, 12 TFW Association
EJ12TFW@cox.net
480-396-4681
Randolph AFB Undergraduate Pilot Training
Class 70-E (70-05) 50th Reunion
Dallas, Texas
POSTPONED until 2021
POC: Howard Hackney
248-505-1964
HHackney@aviationcleanair.com

AC-119 Gunship Reunion XXI
Fort Walton Beach, Florida
POSTPONED until fall 2021
Shadows, Stingers and AC-47 Puff the Magic
Dragon -- air, ground and support crews; 71st, 17th
& 18th SOS; maintenance support squadrons
POC: Jim Dunn, AC-119 Assoc Life Member
ac119kjimd@aol.com
https://www.ac119gunships.com/reunion/

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Birthdate: _________________________ Callsign/Nickname: ______________________________

MILITARY SERVICE INFORMATION
Rated Category _____________________________ Service ________________________________
Rank _________________ Retired:

Yes

No

Aircraft Flown _____________________________________________________________________
Do you prefer a paper copy of the Daedalus Flyer magazine?

Yes

No

Referred by: ______________________________________________________________________

Annual dues are $50 plus a one-time initiation fee of $50 (total $100).
Mail this form and your check payable to Daedalians to:
Daedalians, P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249.
Direct any questions to membership@daedalians.org or call 210-945-2111/
Headquarters offices are open Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to noon.
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