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We care about you, Daedalian members and your loved ones! At this
challenging time, we want you all to BE SAFE and stay well as we
cope with this COVID-19 pandemic and its associated impacts on our
way of life.
Volabamus Volamus

Jerry Allen
Foundation Chairman

Nick Kehoe
National Commander

Annual meeting postponed
Our National Commander, Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe; Foundation Chairman, Maj. Gen. Jerry
Allen; and Executive Director, Maureen DeFelice, will continue to monitor the situation and
will reschedule as soon as it is safe to do so.
Until then, please stay safe and continue to connect with fellow Daedalians by phone,
email, or other socially distant means.
Please continue to send us your news and feature articles for the Daedalus Flyer, Aviator
and Airpower Blog. The headquarters staff is here to serve you and can be reached at
info@daedalians.org. You may also leave us a message at 210-945-2111 and we will
return it as soon as possible.

TOMORROW'S MILITARY AVIATORS
Each year the Daedalians present nearly $150,000 in scholarships to deserving youth.
We're able to do this because of your generous donations.

Air Force UPT Class 62A started a Daedalian Flight Scholarship in honor of the service
and sacrifices of their departed classmates and others, to pay back for their own
experiences, and to pay it forward to continue their aviation heritage.
Cadets Henkel and Warner are the first two recipients of this scholarship; they each

received $1,000 from UPT Class 62A, along with $2,000 each from the Daedalian
Foundation. Thank you to the members of UPT Class 62A for their generosity and spirit!

Cadet Christian R. Henkel, AFROTC
Sophomore, Saint Louis University
Major: Aerospace Science
Minor: Flight Science
Gateway Flight 26
$3,000 scholarship
Career goal: “To become a pilot in the U.S. Air
Force.”
Christian is a student pilot with 20 hours, and is on
the university dean’s list with a 4.0 GPA. He’s ranked
No. 2 out of 34 AS100 cadets. He attended the
Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training
Familiarization Course at Laughlin AFB, Texas, and
finished first out of 30 cadets in academics.

Cadet Mathew Warner, AFROTC
Junior, University of Washington
Major: Applied Physics
Cascade Flight 22
$3,000 scholarship
Career goal: “To commission in the U.S. Air Force as
a pilot, combat systems officer, air battle manager or
tactical air control party officer, with my first
preference being a pilot. I intend to serve in the Air
Force for at least 20 years.”
Mathew serves on the Detachment 910 Honor
Guard, and was recognized as “Best Cadet in the
Wing” (No. 1/118). Mathew has wanted to be a pilot
since he was 2 years old, according to his father; he
said his passion to serve came when he watched a
C-17 fly overhead at 7 years old. He thought, “That’s
the one. That is the plane I want to fly.”

Cadet Nicholas Beine, AFROTC
Senior, University of Washington
Major: Industrial Engineering
Cascade Flight 22
$2,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “Serve my country as a pilot in the
United States Air Force. Seek to inspire and develop
those around me.”
Nicholas is a private pilot with 51.2 hours. He’s the
current vice wing commander of Detachment 910,
and is one of three selected for a pilot slot.

Cadet Johnathan M. Harrington, AROTC
Junior, Texas A&M University
Major: Political Science

Longhorn Flight 38
$2,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “One of my goals as an aviation officer
is to become part of Task Force 160th SOAR, the
premier special operations helicopter pilots.”
Johnathan is an Eagle Scout and a platoon sergeant
within his Army ROTC detachment.

Cadet Jacob V. Harris, AFROTC
5th-year Senior, North Carolina State University
Major: Biomedical Engineering
Harley H. Pope Flight 48
$2,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “My personal career goals stem from
the adoption of my perceived life's purpose at the
young age of 14. Through the influence of my faith in
Christ, and experiences on mission trips, I feel the
most fulfillment if I am bettering the people and world
around me. This is the sole purpose of my drive
toward a career in the world's greatest Air Force.”
Jacob is a student pilot with 6 hours, and is the cadet
wing vice commander. He is in the top 15 percent of
his university class with 3.8 GPA. He has applied to
and has been fully endorsed for the rated board to
include ENJJPT consideration.

Cadet Seth Huschka, AFROTC
Senior, Central Washington University
Major: Applied Mathematics
Cascade Flight 22
$2,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “My career goal is to become a U.S. Air
Force pilot. My application package has been
submitted as of the beginning of February. Becoming
a military pilot has been my goal since high school. It
is very exciting to be on the verge of receiving the
yes or no for pilot training. My dream aircraft Is the
A-10. However, I would be grateful for the opportunity
to fly any aircraft that the Air Force operates.”
Seth is an Eagle Scout. He is a student pilot with 16
hours, and is the cadet wing commander of
Detachment 895.

Cadet Benjamin T. Manoli, AROTC
Junior, University of Texas-Austin
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Longhorn Flight 38
$2,500 matching scholarship

Career goal: “I want nothing more in life than to be an
Army aviation officer. I plan to make a career out of
the Army and serve my country with distinction and
pride for years. I intend to be an exceptional pilot and
leader, just as I strive for perfection in everything I
do.”
Benjamin is a cadet platoon leader, squad leader
and team leader.

Cadet Luke W. Vilaseca, AFROTC
Senior, University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Major: Mathematics
Minor: Physics
Harley H. Pope Flight 48
$2,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “After I graduate from college, I will
commission into the U.S. Air Force as a second
lieutenant. I am hoping to serve as a pilot for the first
three years of my service and then plan on applying
for the Pilot-Physician Program due to the belief that
this is the best way I can serve my country.”
Luke is a student pilot with 11 hours and the cadet
wing commander of AFROTC Detachment 605. He
holds a 3.9 GPA, is a member of the Arnold Air
Society and participates in local Civil Air Patrol
leadership events.

We're proud to highlight these scholarship recipients who are pursuing careers
as military aviators. If you would like to offer them career advice or words of encouragement,
please email us at communications@daedalians.org.

Our website has a new look
Check out our website at https://www.daedalians.org/. We still have the same great
information, but it's packaged in a whole new look. The design of the front page is now
easier to navigate. Click on the arrows on either side of the top photo to see more on our
scholarships, awards and Daedalian Flying Training. You may even see some familiar
faces in the photos! We've also changed the font we use throughout the website; it has a
much cleaner look and is easier to read.

What are you reading?
Readers, during this time of staying home and social
distancing, many of you will turn to a good book. If you
have read one about airpower, or a book written by a
Daedalian that you particularly enjoyed, and think other
Daedalians may also like it, why not write a short review
and send it to the editor of the Daedalus Flyer, Debbie
Landry, at debbie@daedalians.org? While we are
limited on book review space, we will do our best to
publish it in the Daedalus Flyer.

Space Force in the news
You may have seen the following stories on some of our social media, but they are worthy
of sharing again. Please spread the word about the opportunities available in our newest
military service, U.S. Space Force.

U.S. Space Force to start accepting applications May 1
(Space News, April 16, 2020)
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Space Force next month will start accepting applications from
current military service members who are interested in moving over to the new space
branch. The initial window for applicants starts May 1 and only lasts for 30 days, officials
said April 16 during a town hall event live streamed on Facebook.
The timeline seems fast, but it’s necessary so the Space Force can start planning its
future, said Chief Master Sgt. Roger Towberman.
READ MORE HERE.

Soon-to-be Space Force officers see opportunity for change
(Space News, April 6, 2020)
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Air Force Academy class of 2020 will graduate on April 18 —
six weeks ahead of schedule and without spectators due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Of the class of about 1,000 cadets who will be commissioned as lieutenants, 88 will join
the U.S. Space Force, said Chief of Space Operations Gen. John Raymond.
READ MORE HERE.

For the latest in U.S. Space Force news, visit
https://www.spaceforce.mil/.

Calling all FAA Master Pilots!
The FAA's Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award is presented to individuals who have
exhibited professionalism, skill, and aviation expertise for at least 50 years while piloting
aircraft. If you are a Daedalian who has received this award, please email
communications@daedalians.org with the following information:
Month and date you received the award

Date and location you first soloed
A photo of you. This can be from the award ceremony or any point in your career.
Submissions are published in the order they are received.

Retired Air Force Maj. Jack Merrell received the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award in May 2017 in San Antonio. He first soloed in December 1966 at Laredo AFB,
Texas, in a T-41. The top photo was taken at Ubon Royal Thai Air Base in late 1972 on his

fourth tour in Southeast Asia. The photo above was taken in February 2017 when he
picked up his 1976 Beech F33 which he still flies.

Retired Air Force Col. Mike Bertz received the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award
June 25, 2016. He first soloed on April 12, 1958, at Miami University Airport in Oxford,
Ohio. About the plane shown in the photos: "I felt very lucky that I was able to own and fly
this P-51 Mustang for 46 years. During WWII when I first saw a P-51 fly in my home state
of Ohio, it became my lifetime goal to fly a P-51 Mustang. Fortunately, that dream became
a reality for me when I purchased my airplane in 1968. Over the years, I had the
opportunity to fly my P-51 in Reno at the National Air Races, many air shows at military
bases, civilian air shows, the Gatherings of Mustangs in Florida and Illinois. All fun for me.”

In tribute
Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Francis E. Poast
wrote our office last year for information on
his Daedalian Founder Member, Lt.
Norman W. Potter, #3365. Colonel Poast
lives in an over-55 community in Dade City,
Florida, with an active veterans
organization. He purchased a brick in
Lieutenant Potter’s memory for the
community veterans’ memorial. At left, the
brick is shown in the bottom right corner; a
close-up can be seen above. Thank you to
Colonel Poast, a former KC-97 pilot, for
recognizing Lieutenant Potter. You can
learn more about Lieutenant Potter HERE.

New home for this EA-6B
The DFW Chapter of the Tail Hook Association was on a quest to bring an A-6 to the DFW
area for display. They were able to get a U.S. Marine Corps EA-6B, shown arriving
(ABOVE LEFT) from VMAQ-2 at Dallas Love Field March 12 for future display at the
Frontiers of Flight Museum. The aircraft was the second to last to leave the squadron
before the squadron was decommissioned at MCAS Cherry Point. It was demiled by a
Marine crew (TOP PHOTO) at the Dallas Love Field Fixed Base Operator, spending about
a week there before being towed to the Frontiers of Flight Museum for display. Tail
Hooker and Daedalian Louis Seldon and his wife, Suzette, are shown with three of the four
crew members who flew the aircraft to Dallas (ABOVE RIGHT). The Frontiers of Flight
Museum is located at 6911 Lemmon Ave. at Dallas Love Field Airport. While it is presently
closed due to COVID-19, you can find more information about the museum at their website
HERE.

AVIATION HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS
Find the complete daily heritage calendar HERE.

May 2, 1923
From May 2-3, 1923, Lieutenants John A. Macready and Oakley G. Kelly completed the first nonstop,
transcontinental flight across the U.S. in a Fokker T-2. The mission originated at Roosevelt Field, New
York, and lasted 26 hours and 50 minutes, traversing 2,500 miles. They were greeted at Rockwell Field in
San Diego by an estimated 100,000 spectators upon arrival. Macready was Founder Member #469; learn
more about him HERE. Kelly was Daedalian Founder Member #34.
May 5, 1961
Navy Cmdr. Alan B. Shepard Jr. manned space capsule Freedom 7 during the flight of Mercury-Redstone
3 from Cape Canaveral, Florida. The crew of an HMRL-262 HUS-1 Seahorse from Marine Aircraft Group
26, embarked on board Lake Champlain (CVS 39), visually followed the descent of Freedom 7. The
Seahorse recovered the capsule at sea, and transported the spacecraft and Shepard to the carrier. After
a preliminary medical and technical debriefing, a helicopter flew the astronaut to Grand Bahama Island for
two days of complete debriefings. Shepard became the first American to ascend into space during this
initial of two suborbital Mercury missions. Shepard, who retired as a rear admiral, was a Daedalian Life
Member until his death in 1998.
May 6, 1892
Samuel P. Langley launched Aerodrome No. 5, the first pilotless, engine-driven, heavier-than-aircraft, at
Quantico, Virginia. The device managed to fly from a catapult mounted on a houseboat for a distance of
3,300 feet and 2,300 feet in two flights.
May 9, 1926
Pilot Lt. Cmdr. Richard E. Byrd Jr. and Aviation Pilot Floyd E. Bennett made the first flight over the North
Pole in Fokker trimotor Josephine Ford. After circling the Pole, they returned to base at Kings Bay,
Spitzbergen, Norway, completing the round trip in 15.5 hours. Byrd was Daedalian Founder Member
#10364.
May 11, 1918
The American Expeditionary Forces in France received a DH-4 De Havilland, its first American-made
airplane.
May 16, 1929
The World War I aerial drama, “Wings,” received the first Oscar for best picture in Hollywood, California.
The film was shot with many real and reconstructed World War I fighter aircraft and highlighted the
nation’s continuing interest in aviation. “Wings” was shot and completed on a $2 million budget at Kelly
Field in San Antonio between Sept. 7, 1926, and April 7, 1927.
May 19, 1918
Capt. Raoul F. Lufbery, a naturalized American citizen and a famed fighter pilot of the Lafayette
Escadrille, died in combat flying over France. His final tally was 17 German aircraft. He was Daedalian
Founder Member #722.
May 20, 1915
The Curtiss JN-2 is selected by Army Aviation Service as the first mass-produced aircraft in the United
States. It will also outfit the embryonic 1st Aero Squadron.
May 21, 1927
Capt. Charles A. Lindbergh, 110th Observation Squadron, Missouri National Guard, landed his Ryan
monoplane named The Spirit of St. Louis in Paris, France, after a historic solo flight across the Atlantic
Ocean from New York. His flight covered 3,648 miles in 33 hours, 39 minutes. He received the
Distinguished Flying Cross and a special Congressional Medal of Honor.
May 22, 1906
The U.S. government issued the Wright Brothers the first patent on their flying machine – after turning
down two earlier submissions from them.
May 23, 1988
The Bell-Boeing V-22 Osprey, the first full production tilt rotor aircraft, was unveiled at the Bell Helicopter
Textron plant at Arlington, Texas.
May 25, 1927
Lt. James H. Doolittle performed the first outside loop in his Curtiss P-18 fighter at Wright Field, now

Wright-Patterson AFB, in Dayton, Ohio. Doolittle was Daedalian Founder Member #107. Learn more
about the feat HERE.
May 27, 1939
The first Marine Aviator, Lt. Col. Alfred A. Cunningham, died at his home in Sarasota, Florida.
Cunningham, Daedalian Founder Member #4134, had reported for flight training at Annapolis, Md., on
May 22, 1912, a day subsequently celebrated as the birthday of Marine Corps aviation. During World War
I, Cunningham organized and commanded the first Marine aviation command, was among the men who
proposed operations, and was later assigned to the Northern Bombing Group to lead its Day Wing.
During the postwar period he served as the first administrative head of Marine Corps aviation and then
commanded the First Air Squadron in Santo Domingo.
May 30, 1931
Brig. Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois directed a massive aerial training exercise from May 21-30, 1931. It
involved 667 aircraft and 1,400 crew members. Every manner of aerial operation, including pursuit,
bombardment and observation, was successfully conducted. Foulois, Daedalian Founder Member #321,
received the Mackay Trophy for directing these maneuvers.

REUNIONS
Randolph AFB UPT Class 70E (70-05) 50th Reunion
Oct. 14-18, 2020
Dallas, Texas
Contact Howard Hackney at HHackney@aviationcleanair.com or 248-505-1964

12th TFW Reunion **NEW DATES!**
The 12th TFW reunion, originally scheduled May 6-9, 2020,
will now be held Oct. 28-31, 2020.
The location remains the same -- Dayton, Ohio.
(Includes 12th TFW at MacDill AFB, Florida; Cam Ranh AB and Phu Cat AB, Vietnam;
12th FEW/SFW, Bergstrom AFB, Texas (Korea) and all supporting units)
POC: E.J. Sherwood
EJ12TFW@cox.net or 480-396-4681
(A memorial dedication to the 12th TFW will occur during this event.)

AC-119 Gunship Reunion XXI
Includes Shadows and Stingers; Air Crew, Ground Crew and Support Crew; 71st, 17th & 18th SOS;
and the maintenance support squadrons. Also AC-47 Puff the Magic Dragon folks.
Friends and families, as well as anyone whose bacon we saved, are welcome.
Oct. 28 - Nov. 1, 2020
Fort Walton Beach, Florida
Additional details are on the Association Mail Call site
at https://www.ac119gunships.com/mail-call/mail-call/ and Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/195912423919726.
Lastly, please visit https://www.ac119gunships.com/membership-contact-information/alpha-roster and
add any missing names or contacts you have – we can still reach many IF we know who they are!
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