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Annual meeting now virtual
As you may already know, our 2020 Annual Meeting will still happen May 1, but as a video
feed only. In keeping with the health and safety guidelines in place because of COVID-19,
you no longer have to travel to JBSA-Randolph, Texas, to attend the meeting. You can
now participate from the comfort of your own home or office.
We recognize that this is something new for many of our members. In next month’s
Aviator, we’ll have a link to the website where the meeting will be hosted, along with
instructions on how this will work. We'll also send this information in an email to all
members the day before the meeting.
A benefit of this format is that it will allow us to answer questions from all of our members
on issues affecting them, such as membership, meetings, awards, and other topics. We
encourage you to submit questions HERE so we’ll have your answers on May 1.

Big Give 2020 postponed
The Big Give is postponed! Originally scheduled for March 26, the Big Give site has been
repurposed for emergency donations for those experiencing financial stresses during the
COVID-19 crisis. Any pledges already sent to us will not be processed. We hope you will

give big during the Big Give when it's rescheduled!

PLEASE NOTE: Now, more than ever, please take time to check
on seniors and those with at-risk medical conditions.Thank you!

TOMORROW'S MILITARY AVIATORS
Each year the Daedalians present nearly $150,000 in scholarships to deserving youth.
We're able to do this because of your generous donations.

Cadet Melanie Bithell, AFROTC
Senior, California Baptist University
Major: Aviation and Flight
Hap Arnold Flight 30
$4,500 matching scholarship
Career Goal: “To commission through ROTC into
the world’s greatest Air Force, and if I had to pick I
would like to fly the F-15E, F-35, or A-10. It has been
a dream of mine to serve in the military ever since I
grew up learning about the history of the United
States. As this has been my ideal job since I could
remember, I could reasonably see myself staying in
the military for 20-plus years.”
Melanie is a private pilot with 120 hours, and is the
leadership laboratory officer at Detachment 002.

Midshipman Annalee Blake, NROTC
Senior, University of Oklahoma
Major: Multidisciplinary Studies
Wiley Post Flight 46
$2,000 matching scholarship
Career Goal: “Upon graduation and commissioning,
I will pursue a career as a U.S. Naval Aviator. I am
interested in being a career helicopter pilot, but I am
also interested in flying P-8s or E-6s as well. I plan to
enter flight school with open hands, learn as much as
I can, and select my desired aircraft from there.”
Annalee is the battalion commander of her
detachment and is a pilot select.

Cadet Bray Burkholder, AFROTC
Junior, University of Oklahoma
Major: Management
Wiley Post Flight 46
$1,000 matching scholarship
Career goal: “Become a pilot in the Air Force and
stay in for a full career.”
Bray is a student pilot with one hour, and is the cadet
training officer at Detachment 675.

Cadet Robert Ellingson II, AFROTC
Senior, California State Polytechnic University
Major: Aerospace/Mechanical Engineering
Hap Arnold Flight 30
$4,500 matching scholarship
Career goal: “To be a USAF test pilot or astronaut,
and later on a Boeing or Lockheed test pilot.”
Robert is an Eagle Scout and a private pilot with 108
hours. He is the wing commander at Detachment
002.

Midshipman Zane Fortunato, NROTC
Senior, University of Oklahoma
Major: Economics. Minors: Marketing and Naval
Science.
Wiley Post Flight 46
$1,000 matching scholarship
Career goal: “My career goals are to commission
into the Marine Corps as a second lieutenant,
become a Marine aviator, and have a successful
military career.”
Zane is a platoon commander and a U.S. Marine
Corps Aviator select.

Cadet Tyler Funk, AFROTC
Junior, Oklahoma State University
Major: Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Cherokee Flight 78
$1,700 matching scholarship
Career goal: “To commission with a pilot slot and fly
a fighter with the eventual hope of excelling and
becoming a test pilot. My ultimate dream in life is to
become an astronaut, so I’d like to give myself the
best opportunity to do that by becoming a test pilot

with an engineering degree.”
Tyler is a member of the Detachment 670 Honor
Guard.

Cadet Kade Johnson, AFROTC
Junior, Oklahoma State University
Major: Aerospace Management
Cherokee Flight 78
$2,300 matching scholarship
Career goal: “I intend to graduate and commission
into the U.S. Air Force. I have always wanted to
serve in the military and get the chance to fly;
therefore, my main career goal is to earn a pilot slot
and fly for the Air Force. Another one of my goals is
to become an instructor pilot. I enjoy teaching
people, and I fully believe in the mission of training
future pilots. Once my career in the Air Force is over,
I would like to do either agricultural aviation or aerial
firefighting.”
Kade is a private pilot with 196 hours, and is the
physical fitness officer assistant at Detachment 670.

Cadet Annalisa Sanfilippo, AFROTC
Senior, University of Oklahoma
Major: Meteorology. Minor: Aerospace Studies.
Wiley Post Flight 46
$2,000 matching scholarship
Career goal: “Along with weather, l have always had
a passion for aviation. Joining AFROTC afforded me
the opportunity to pursue weather and my passion
for flight. In November 2018, I was selected to attend
U.S. Air Force Undergraduate Pilot Training following
my college graduation and commissioning in May
2020. Flying the A-10 or F-16 is my ultimate goal."
Annalisa is a private pilot with 67 hours, and is the
initial military training group commander at
Detachment 675.

We're proud to highlight these scholarship recipients who are pursuing careers
as military aviators. If you would like to offer them career advice or words of encouragement,
please email us at communications@daedalians.org.

Calling all FAA Master Pilots!
The FAA's Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award is presented to individuals who have
exhibited professionalism, skill, and aviation expertise for at least 50 years while piloting

aircraft. If you are a Daedalian who has received this award, please email
communications@daedalians.org with the following information:
Month and date you received the award
Date and location you first soloed
A photo of you. This can be from the award ceremony or any point in your career.
Submissions are published in the order they are received.

Retired Army CW4 Randy Zahn received
the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award on Nov. 10, 2018. His first solo was
Aug. 15, 1968, at the San Fernando,
California, airport. He is a U.S. Army
Master Aviator, and flew all 50 years of the
qualification period. He still flies in support
of the U.S. Marine Corps at Twentynine
Palms and the U.S. Army at Ft. HunterLiggett, California.

Retired Army CW5 John E. Mitchell received the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award on June 22, 2013. He first soloed on Dec. 12, 1962, in Pullman, Washington.

Retired Air Force Col. Daniel P. Barry
received the FAA Wright Brothers Master
Pilot Award in October 2016. His first solo

flight was in May 1955 at Klamath Falls,
Oregon. He’s pictured during his first tour
at Takhli AB, Thailand, flying F-105s. He
completed a second Wild Weasel tour at
Korat AB in 1972, flying 250 combat
missions with 165 over North Vietnam. For
the last 20-plus years, he has been flying
his World War II L-3 spotter plane.

Retired Air Force Col. Dave
Pinsky received the FAA
Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award on Sept. 24, 2016. He
first soloed in 1960 in New
Brunswick, New Jersey. He
is shown at left in Vietnam,
1965-66; below left in an F106 in 1968; and below right
in 2015.

Retired Air Force Col. James F.
“Jim” Humphries received the
FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award on March 10, 2018, at an
EAA Chapter 35 meeting. He first
soloed on Aug. 14, 1954, in an
Aeronca Champ in Columbia,
South Carolina. His first Air Force
solo was Dec. 3, 1956, at the
Moore AFB, Texas, Edinburg
Auxiliary Airfield in a T-34A
propeller trainer. The photo was
taken on the flightline at Edwards
AFB, California, in August
1966. At the time he was a major
and a student at the Aerospace
Research Pilot School, now the
USAF Test Pilot School. Colonel
Humphries says that was his
favorite Air Force assignment. He
added that his grandson, Army
Maj. Timothy Humphries, cropped
this image from an official Air
Force photo.

Retired Army CW5 James R. Kale
received the FAA Wright Brothers
Master Pilot Award on Sept. 23, 2017.
He first soloed on Nov. 12, 1966, in a
Cessna 172 while a student at
Southwestern State University of
Oklahoma. The flight took place at the
local airport at Clinton, Oklahoma
(KCLK).

AVIATION HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS
Find the complete daily heritage calendar HERE.

April 1, 1954
Pilots Lt. Cmdr. Francis X. Brady, Lt. W. Rich, and Lt. j.g. John C. Barrow completed the first
transcontinental flights in less than four hours during a 2,438-mile journey in three VF-21 F9Fs from San
Diego, California, to NAS Floyd Bennett Field, N.Y. Brady made the crossing in 3 hours, 45 minutes, 30
seconds; Rich in 3 hours, 48 minutes; and Barrow in 3 hours, 46 minutes, 49 seconds. All were refueled
in mid-air over Hutchinson, Kansas.

April 3, 1939
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs the National Defense Act into law in Washington, D.C., which gives
the Army Air Corps $300 million and authorizes its expansion to 48,000 personnel and 6,000 aircraft.
Significantly, it also allows African Americans to receive flight training for the first time.

April 7, 1916
Lt. Herbert A. Dargue, Daedalian Founder Member #1738, and Capt. Benjamin D. Foulois, Founder
Member #321, are fired upon over Chihuahua City, Mexico, as they deliver dispatches to the U.S.
Consul. This is the first American airplane to receive hostile fire.

April 9, 1918
The first American fighter unit, the 94th Pursuit Squadron, was assigned to the front in World War I.

April 11, 1908
Lt. Frank P. Lahm, Daedalian Founder Member #211, assumes responsibility for the Aeronautical
Division, U.S. Army Signal Corps.

April 12, 1930
Capt. Hugh M. Elmendorf guided a flight of 19 Boeing P-19 fighters, 95th Pursuit Squadron, at Mather
Field, California. The aircraft climbed in formation to 30,000 feet, a new altitude record. Elmendorf was a
second lieutenant and infantry instructor in World War I. He transferred to the Army Air Service in early
1921 where he received his Pursuit Pilot rating on Dec. 7, 1921. He is the namesake of Elmendorf AFB,
now known as Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson.

April 13, 1915
Lieutenants Thomas D. Milling, Daedalian Founder Member #133, and B.Q. Jones, Founder Member
#1398, are detached from the 1st Aero Squadron and ordered to deploy along the Mexican border with a
single airplane to find the location of bandit leader Francisco “Pancho” Villa.

April 14, 1918
Over the Toul Airdrome in France, Lieutenants Alan F. Winslow, Daedalian Founder Member #1602, and
Douglas Campbell, Founder Member #1825, of the 94th Squadron are the first army combat pilots to
shoot down German aircraft; they are flying French-built Nieuport 28s.

April 18, 1942
The Doolittle Raid struck Japan. Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle, USAAF, led the B-25B Mitchell crews of the
Army’s 17th Bombardment Group. It was the first air operation to strike the Japanese archipelago. It
demonstrated that the Japanese mainland was vulnerable to American air attack, served as retaliation for
the attack on Pearl Harbor, and provided an important boost to American morale.

April 19, 1967
Air Force Maj. Leo K. Thorsness received the Medal of Honor for protecting a mission to rescue downed
Airmen in North Vietnam. Flying an F-105, he shot down one MiG-17, damaged another, and drove off
three more. Enemy forces, however, shot him down, captured him, and held him as a prisoner of war until
March 4, 1973. Read the citation HERE.

April 20, 1923
The first aerial refueling took place over Rockwell Field, California, via a rubber hose extended through
the air. Two DH-4s, directed by Maj. Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, run a rubber hose between them in flight,
and demonstrate the viability of gravity-flow air refueling.

April 22, 1981
The 81st Tactical Fighter Wing, an A-10 Wing at RAF Bentwaters, United Kingdom, set a U.S. Air Force
record by generating 533 sorties in a single day.

REUNIONS
12th TFW Reunion **NEW DATES!**
The 12th TFW reunion, originally scheduled May 6-9, 2020,
will now be held Oct. 28-31, 2020.
The location remains the same -- Dayton, Ohio.
(Includes 12th TFW at MacDill AFB, Florida; Cam Ranh AB and Phu Cat AB, Vietnam;
12th FEW/SFW, Bergstrom AFB, Texas (Korea) and all supporting units)
POC: E.J. Sherwood

EJ12TFW@cox.net or 480-396-4681
(A memorial dedication to the 12th TFW will occur during this event.)

AC-119 Gunship Reunion XXI
Includes Shadows and Stingers; Air Crew, Ground Crew and Support Crew; 71st, 17th & 18th SOS;
and the maintenance support squadrons. Also AC-47 Puff the Magic Dragon folks.
Friends and families, as well as anyone whose bacon we saved, are welcome.
Oct. 28 - Nov. 1, 2020
Fort Walton Beach, Florida
Additional details are on the Association Mail Call site
at https://www.ac119gunships.com/mail-call/mail-call/ and Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/195912423919726.
Lastly, please visit https://www.ac119gunships.com/membership-contact-information/alpha-roster and
add any missing names or contacts you have – we can still reach many IF we know who they are!
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