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To look back with pride
DUSTOFF
I loved flying the F-105 but...
Things I learned as a FAC

The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) visual
information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
THE ORDER OF DAEDALIANS was organized on March 26, 1934, by a representative group of American World War I pilots to perpetuate the spirit of
patriotism, the love of country, and the high ideals of sacrifice which place service to nation above personal safety or position. The Order is dedicated to: insuring
that America will always be preeminent in air and space—the encouragement of flight safety—fostering an esprit de corps in the military air forces—promoting
the adoption of military service as a career—and aiding deserving young individuals in specialized higher education through the establishment of scholarships.
THE DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION was incorporated in 1959 as a nonprofit organization to carry on activities in furtherance of the ideals and purposes of the
Order. The Foundation publishes the Daedalus Flyer and sponsors the Daedalian Scholarship Program. The Foundation is a GuideStar Exchange member. The
Scholarship Program recognizes scholars who indicate a desire to become military pilots and pursue a career in the military. Other scholarships are presented
to younger individuals interested in aviation but not enrolled in college. Voluntary contributions to the Foundation are used for these purposes.
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP in the Order of Daedalians is limited to: (1) Founder Members—those individuals of the Armed Services of the United States who held
a commission and a rating of heavier-than-air pilot prior to November 11, 1918 (the last Founder Member made his last flight in 2003); (2) Named Members—a
commissioned military officer in any component of the United States Armed Forces who is a pilot, warrant officer, women Air Force Service Pilot (WASP), navigator,
combat systems officer (CSO), naval flight officer (NFO), air battle manager (ABM), remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) pilot or flight surgeon of heavier-than-air
powered aircraft or astronaut and is accepted as a member to perpetuate the membership of a Founder Member; (3) Hereditary Members—the descendants of
Founder Members; (4) Honorary Members—a distinguished person not otherwise eligible for membership.
Daedalus Flyer, (ISSN 10832831) the official Daedalian journal, is published quarterly
by the Daedalian Foundation. All rights reserved. For reprints, contact the editor.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Daedalians
P. O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249
or membership@daedalians.org
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Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org
DAEDALIAN HOME PAGE: daedalians.org

Board Leaders
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
National Commander

Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe III, USAF (Ret)

Vice Commander

Past National Commander

MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)

Lt. Gen. Douglas H. Owens, USAF (Ret)

Secretary

Treasurer

Col. Gary Walston, ANG (Ret)

Col. Randall B. Putz, USAF (Ret)

Chaplain

Historian

Lt. Gen. Richard E. Brown III, USAF (Ret)

Col. Timothy D. Voss, USAF

Judge Advocate

Provost Marshal

Lt. Col. J. Todd Hedgepeth, USAF (Ret)

Col. James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

Directors
Lt. Gen. Loyd Utterback, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Susan Desjardins, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Marné Peterson, PhD, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret)
COL Charles F. Densford Jr., USA (Ret)
Col. Ronald Ellis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Howard C. Ham Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Wayne I. Mudge, USAF (Ret)
LTC Daniel Clark, USA (Ret)
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Foundation Chairman

Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

Vice Chairman

Secretary

Col. Edward J. Sheeran, USAF (Ret)

COL Daniel L. Meyers, USA (Ret)

Treasurer

Judge Advocate

Col. L. Mike Rodriguez, USAF (Ret)

Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Trustees
Col. Daniel Sowada, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles Bauman, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael Buck, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Olga Custodio, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Ercoline, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Daniel Mullinix, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Kathryn Staiger, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Will Hendrix Jr.

Advertising in the Flyer:

We now accept advertising in the Daedalus Flyer.
All advertisements must directly support the mission
of the Daedalians and are at the discretion of the
Editor. Current rates and policies are available on
our website:
daedalians.org/newsroom/daedalus-flyer/

HEADQUARTERS STAFF
Executive Director Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Program Manager Mrs. Kristi Cavenaugh
Administrative & Facilities Coordinator Ms. Lucia Sanchez-Aldana
Membership Coordinator Mrs. Krystal Torres
Communications Manager MSgt. Annette Crawford, USAF (Ret)
Editor, Daedalus Flyer Col. Debbie Landry, USAF (Ret)

Daedalian Foundation 3

Staff Mailbox
This section of the Flyer is in response to the many
comments, questions and suggestions that Daedalian
HQ receives. Please continue to send input via email
to communications@daedalians.org.
Your winter Flyer was great to see and read. I just have
one minor correction. I’m referencing the caption of the
photo on page 48 of Chuck Mansfield who spoke to 26th
Flight. Living in San Diego and frequenting the O’Club at
Miramar on Friday nights plus Marines who often attend
our Daedalian luncheons it has been impressed on this Air
Force pilot that there is no such thing as a former Marine.
Retired or separated they still consider themselves to be
Marines. God bless ‘em.
Lt. Col. Richard Martindell, USAF (Ret)
I just received my winter issue of the “Daedalus Flyer” and
was very pleased to find you were able to include everything
that I had sent. I was again impressed (as were many others)
by the quality and articles of the magazine and am eager to
get back to reading. Hats off to Col. Debbie Landry and her
staff for continued excellence and a product we are most
proud of.
Lt. Col. Bill Allgaier, USAF (Ret)
Your package with the Daedalus Flyer came through “loud
and clear.” Thanks for your help and please pass our thanks
to Colonel Kapp for the superb book review. With his
recommendation to buy “a bigger coffee table to hold our
book,” I’m now investing in a local coffee table business!!
Also, I plan to read the entire Flyer. As a docent at the
National Air & Space Museum in Washington, DC, the
articles in the Flyer will provide great background material
for my upcoming tours.
Mr. Jon Safley
I suspect space limitations didn’t allow a full description of
what the Southwest Airlines crew who received the Gen.
Harold George award faced in saving their aircraft and the
people in their care. When the engine blew up they faced all
of the following simultaneously:
1. Instantaneous engine failure (seized engine vice a simple
failure)
2. The engine cowling was turned into a giant asymmetric
speed brake
3. The turbine blade that shattered the window (which
caused the passenger death) caused a rapid depressurization
I’m sure they were also receiving frantic calls from the cabin
crew, which added to the situation. The shock value of all
of this shattering a peaceful environment at cruise altitude
can’t be overstated.
Please also add that Darron Ellisor was the First Officer.
Thanks and keep up the outstanding publication.
Col. Robert Ullman, USAF (Ret)
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We asked members how they heard of the Daedalians
and/or what they want to get out of the organization.
Below are just a few of the comments:
When I was in college I received a scholarship through
AFROTC at the University of Colorado, Boulder.
Additionally, I have heard a few friends that are staying
active at Eglin AFB.
Maj. Christopher Prem, USAF
I am submitting this application on behalf of Mr. Dick
Pace. He is a WWII veteran (F-6F) and one of the finest
people I have ever met. He just recently celebrated his 100th
birthday!
LT Ashley Dewitt Pace, USN
Drive by the building at Randolph often. Looking to stay in
touch with my profession as I transition out of the USAF in
next few years.
Col. Gregory Nita, USAF
Heard about you from a fellow military aviator who is a
Daedalian member. Through involvement with the local
Daedalian flight I hope to share experiences of military
aviation with the community.
Maj. Joshua Hausmann, USAF
Thank you and I so look forward to joining you in
remembrance of one of the greatest, most honest, and most
effective airmen who ever lived; Maj. Gen. Franklin Otis
Carroll.
Mr. Franklin Otis Carroll (Hereditary member)
[Col.] James Hooppaw and the local Daedalians detachment
visited the 384th ARS at Fairchild AFB, Washington.
Maj Britton Adamson, USAF
Excited to finally make the leap to lifetime membership!
Lt. Col. Marc Dauteuil, USAF
Would love to be a member of this prestigious organization.
LCDR Brian Sullivan, USN
The local chapter in my hometown (Negaunee, Michigan)
helped me get a classmate enrolled on our town’s Military
Memorial to those who had died in America’s conflicts. It
impressed me so much I decided to join.
Col. R. Dean Delongchamp, USAF (Ret)
Announcement: Oswald Boelcke, Germany’s First Fighter
Ace and Father of Air Combat, by Daedalian Life Member
#1875, retired Air Force Brig. Gen. R.G. Head, is now
available in hardback, paperback, e-book, and on CDs. It
is also available in the German language in paperback. To
order, please go to Amazon.com, Amazon.de, Grubstreet,
Casemate.com, or for an autographed copy from the author
at rghead@san.rr.com.

The Daedalian Store

Store

The Daedalian Store can be found on our website at: daedalians.org by selecting Store in the top menu.
A variety of items are available from both the national headquarters and several Daedalian flights. Flights
interested in selling items on this page are asked to email their request to communications@daedalians.org.
All proceeds from the sale of items in the Daedalian Store are used to support our programs.
Koozie: $5
Keep your drinks cool with this
hunter green koozie featuring the new
Daedalian logo. A great gift idea for
the warmer months ahead.
Past issues of the Flyer: FREE
Order past issues of the Daedalus
Flyer at no cost to you. Contact us
at membership@daedalians.org for
information. All issues may not be
available.

To have a reunion published in the Flyer, send all applicable
details including POC name and phone number to
communications@daedalians.org no later than two quarters
ahead of the event.
12 TFW Reunion
Dayton, Ohio
6-9 May 2020
Includes: 12 TFW Macdill AFB; Cam Ranh AB &
Phu Cat AB (Vietnam); 12 FEW/SFW Bergstrom
AFB (Korea) and all supporting units
POC: E. J. Sherwood, 12 TFW Association
EJ12TFW@cox.net
480-396-4681
Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement

Reunions

San Antonio Aviation and Aerospace Hall of
Fame Induction
GDC Technics Hanger
San Antonio, Texas
26 March 2020
Daedalian to be inducted:
Col. Thomas McNish, M.D. MPH, USAF (Ret)
Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame Induction
Epps Aviation
Atlanta, Georgia
18 April 2020
Daedalians to be inducted:
Capt. James Hoogerwerf, USAF (Ret), and
Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret)
AETC Archives
HQ AETC is collecting pilot training albums and
class yearbooks to augment the AETC archives.
Mail copies to:
HQ AETC/HO
Lahm Center
100 H St. East, Ste. 1
JBSA-Randolph, TX 78150-4397
Direct questions to: aetcho.inbox@us.af.mil
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National
Commander
Greetings, Fellow Daedalians!
Welcome to a new decade and more opportunities to
make a difference for our country. I am most grateful
to our Foundation trustees, dedicated headquarters staff
and all the Daedalians who made our 85th anniversary
in 2019 a year to remember and set the scene for further
success in 2020 and the years to come.
In 2020 we aim to capitalize on our successes of last
year. My focus this year will be on the following:
• Communications. We have a weekly blog that
captures current military aviation news/developments
and key dates in our heritage and aviation history. We General Kehoe was invited by the Hap Arnold Flight to the Memorial Day wreath laying
have a monthly on-line newsletter, The Aviator, that ceremony at the Riverside National Cemetery. Joining him on the left is Lt. Col. Robert
provides feedback on our program successes to reinforce Donovan, USAF (Ret). Several other Daedalians attended the event held in Riverside,
California.
the payback on investments made by Daedalians in
future aviators. More importantly, our headquarters staff stands ready to assist our flights with anything they need. Visits to
flights to enhance the connection between the headquarters and the field are also available ... you only have to ask.
• Awareness. We are being represented at more and more events so that outside audiences are more aware of who
we are and what we stand for. The shift in presenting our prestigious awards to outstanding organizations and individual
performers at the winner’s location instead of at a convention has brought more awareness to who we are to thousands who
would otherwise not know. We are also presenting awards to outstanding initial training graduates in nearly all the categories
eligible for Daedalian membership.
• Partnerships. There is strength in multiple like-minded organizations banding together in certain situations to have
greater impact. This can happen without any organization sacrificing their individual identity. The best example I have seen
so far was a fly-in at Moton Field, Alabama, home of the Tuskegee Airmen, for minority kids where five or so organizations,
including Founders Flight, partnered to make it happen. It otherwise would not have gotten off the ground.
• Membership. Declining membership will continue to be a priority issue. Over the past year or so, I have congratulated
more than 10 Daedalian centenarians ... an indicator of our aging membership. Good news – we are significantly reducing
the number of dropped Daedalians for not paying annual dues. We had modest success with the New Member November
initiative. While the number of new members were not overwhelming, the outreach we did was very effective in reaching
more potential members. We will expand that effort and sharpen the focus on the most lucrative sources.
• Diversity. We are working to expand articles and coverage of all of the services, categories of Daedalian membership
and successes related to gender and race. In this edition, you will read an interview with one of the first women to receive her
Air Force pilot wings and the first to be inducted into Daedalians. In future editions you will see articles from an air battle
manager, remotely piloted aircraft pilot and combat systems officer who were and are instrumental in today’s application of
modern airpower.
• Program Support. As people and corporations get to know us better, we are approaching them for financial support and
investments in the youth of America to support military aviation in all its facets. Likewise, we are seeing more Daedalians
including us in their estate and perpetuating their legacy of support. Some of these bequeaths, large or small have enabled
us to increase what we do to help flights with their programs. The $500 increase in matching scholarship funds and support
for several heritage projects hosted by Daedalian flights partially or wholly are examples.
Won’t you join me in helping the Daedalians be a more prominent
and impactful organization perpetuating the legacy of our founders
AND inspiring young Americans to pursue careers in military aviation?
Our mission continues!

Volabamus

Volamus

Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe III, USAF (Ret)
National Commander
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Executive
Director
What has made the United States of America the greatest nation in the world? We, American citizens, have stood up for
what was right; we have fought for the moral high ground, and have fought against poverty. We have sacrificed and cared
about our neighbors. We have put our money where our mouth is. We have advanced in technology and explored the skies
and beyond. We have cured diseases, supported education, developed our economy and aspired to be our best selves. Of all
the forms of power that determine the level of freedom enjoyed by this country, none is more obvious to the lay observer
than this country’s military power. As Daedalians, you have set that level and you have set the bar high.
The pilots of World War I were men who were revered,
men who would set a path of greatness but never ask for
honor. All they required was for someone to remember
them, and to lay a path for the next generation. These men
were THE generation that inspired our current membership.
Think about what that means when we show that path
of greatness, those values and our high ideals to a new
generation.
The Daedalians run programs that provide opportunities
to keep the legacy going. Face-to-face, voice-to-voice
interactions impact the direction of students and young
aviators. I would like to share just a bit extra about these
programs. The JROTC awards program is something
any Daedalian can participate in. If there is a high school
Daedalians honor the legacy of men like this who were the first to fly in times of
JROTC program in your area, you can adopt the school
war. We perpetuate that heritage through the myriad programs we offer so as to
and sponsor the award. Our flights also sponsor schools
inspire future generations of men and women to achieve their dream of flying and
on a larger scale. Flight 102 in Atlanta is supporting 131
pursue a career in military aviation.
schools and their program grows larger each year. As the
sponsor, you are given the opportunity to stand in uniform or your green jacket and present the award. You can shake the
hand of a potential military aviator.
In our mentoring programs, our mentors guide, advise and share open honest conversations about education, career and
retirement years. These programs connect our experienced aviators with those who wish to follow. Our Daedalian Flying
Training program consists of weeks, sometimes months, of meeting up, talking about the basics of aviation, passing along
tips and talking about future dreams. The reward is great; our program mentors are there when the student lands from his/
her solo flight. I’m not sure whose smile is bigger: the student starting on the path to a career in the sky, or the Daedalian
who has gone full circle and knows the greatness that lies ahead for the student.
Inspiration isn’t just for students in their primary years of education. Daedalians recognize and present awards to top
graduates of many rated categories after they have finished the initial aviation training. We have been present at graduations
for pilots, combat system officers, flight surgeons, naval flight officers, remotely piloted aircraft pilots and helicopter pilots.
We are also the recognized award presenters of the Army Aviation Captain’s Career Course and the Air Force’s Orville
Wright Achievement Award. The Daedalians sponsor the award for the Air Force Academy’s top graduate, the Lieutenant
Generals Millard F. Harmon Jr. and Hubert R. Harmon award.
If you wish to learn more about how we inspire tomorrow’s military aviators, or are unfamiliar with Daedalian programs,
I encourage you to attend the annual meeting. On Friday, May 1st, the Daedalians will meet at the Parr Club on Joint Base
San Antonio-Randolph at 9:30 a.m. to discuss programs, issues and our direction. A lunch with speaker will follow. The
evening before at 3 p.m. (April 30th), we will have an open house at the Daedalian headquarters. You can meet staff, the
board of directors and the board of trustees.
I’m confident that after meeting us and seeing how passionate our board members and staff are about our mission, you’ll
want to be a part of it, too.

Volabamus

Volamus

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director
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Special Section

Capt. Kathy La Sauce stands in front of a C-141 Starlifter at Norton AFB, California, in the 1980s. (Courtesy photo/Kathy La Sauce)

“To look back with pride”
Pioneering woman aviator reflects on an aviation career of firsts
By: MSgt Annette Crawford, USAF (Ret)

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Kathy La Sauce can’t
remember a time when being a woman stopped her
from achieving her goals. In the 1970s, getting a
coveted slot for Officer Training School, becoming a
maintenance officer or graduating from Undergraduate
Pilot Training was pretty much unheard of for a
woman. But the Daedalian Life Member not only
conquered those goals, she went on to do much more
during her 20-year career.
“I never really felt like I didn’t fit in,” Colonel La
Sauce said. “I never focused on the negative but kept
my sense of humor.”
Even though she excelled at being an aircraft
maintenance officer, the colonel said she didn’t realize
she was mechanically inclined as a young student.
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“I didn’t know I had this aptitude because women
didn’t do that. You couldn’t take shop; you took home
economics,” she said. “To be honest, in my whole life,
I can only remember one course I got a C in and it was
home economics.”
Last year Colonel La Sauce read an article in
the Daedalus Flyer about the museum at Daedalian
headquarters. She was thrilled to be able to contribute
some of her memorabilia, including a flight suit,
helmet bag, photos, rank insignia, artwork and more.
In going through her things, the significance of her
career and place in aviation history was eye-opening.
“I didn’t think about it at the time because I was
living in the moment,” she said.
But now, she said, she’s able “to look back with
pride.”

Special Section
Following is an interview conducted with Colonel
La Sauce in October 2019.
What made you decide to join the military?
After college I began teaching high school English,
but decided I wanted more out of life. Many men my
age were serving in Vietnam, and my brother was in
the Air Force.
I went to the Air Force recruiter and my timing was
perfect. With the draft ending, the services increased
the number of women allowed to serve above 2
percent. Long Island, New York, had two slots for
women to go to OTS. I was selected.
Tell us a little about your career.
The Air Force initiated a plan to utilize women
in more non-combat fields. I was in the first class
of women sent to maintenance officer school at
Chanute AFB. I spent seven months learning about
all the systems of an aircraft – engines, hydraulics,
electronics, aerodynamics – and I loved it!
Supervising maintenance personnel and
coordinating the recovery, repair and launch of
C-141s, C-5s and WC-130 typhoon chasers was a
great life!
In 1975 legislation was enacted to open the service
academies to women, and the Air Force announced a
test program for training women pilots. In 1976 I was
among the 10 women in the first class. We trained
on the T-37 and T-38 supersonic aircraft to earn our
wings.
Then, I was assigned to fly the C-141 at Norton
AFB. My knowledge of aircraft systems and
understanding of flightline operations made me a
better pilot. I upgraded to Aircraft Commander,
Instructor Pilot and Flight Examiner Pilot. I was
traveling around the world in the C-141 and then the
VC-135 aircraft. My life couldn’t be better.
But the opportunity to command an Aerial Port
Squadron that supported the President of the United
States at Andrews Air Force Base was the perfect
ending to my fascinating career in aviation.
Your bachelor’s degree is in drama and speech. How
did you use that in your military career?
My college education in drama, speech, radio and
television could not have prepared me better for what
would follow in my Air Force career. There was an
enormous amount of media attention, not only during
pilot training, but at Norton Air Force Base as well.

La Sauce is shown in her UPT graduation photo. (Courtesy
photo/Kathy La Sauce)

I was featured in an Air Force Now film, appeared
on the Merv Griffin Show, was the subject of a Walt
Disney Studios documentary, and had a film crew on
board during a 10-day mission in the Pacific theater.
There were newspaper articles, press releases, photo
shoots, interviews and speeches too numerous to
mention. Thank God for my training!
Most notable was when I gave the keynote address
at the Air Force Association National Convention in
Washington, D.C., (as a captain) to an audience of
over 3,000.
Considering all of your accomplishments and
“firsts,” have you ever felt like you couldn’t do
something?
I felt I had the responsibility to do the best I
could, knowing that it could impact the women who
followed. There were men along the way who did
Daedalian Foundation 9
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La Sauce Firsts
• Member of the first class of women
maintenance officers
• Member of the first class of women to
graduate from Undergraduate Pilot Training
(UPT Class 77-08, which was inducted into
the Women in Aviation International Pioneer
Hall of Fame in 2016)
• First woman C-141 pilot and aircraft
commander
• First woman aircraft commander at Norton
AFB, California
• First woman Daedalian
• First woman to command an aerial port
squadron
• First woman pilot assigned to the 89th Airlift
Wing at Andrews AFB (now Joint Base
Andrews), Maryland
1990 official photo. (Courtesy photo/Kathy La Sauce)

not want to work for me or fly with me. But I was
confident that by proving myself capable I could win
most of them over.
Wearing men’s uniforms and shoes made it a bit
of a challenge to maintain my femininity and identity
as a woman. Dealing with the lack of toilet and crew
rest accommodations for women made for some
“memorable moments,” such as the time the entire
C-141 crew stayed in bunk beds in one room at Diego
Garcia.
Just recently I learned that many thought I was the
best squadron commander they ever had and others
told me I was one of their favorite pilots to fly with.
What does being a Daedalian mean to you?
To be the first woman pilot inducted into the Order
of Daedalians in 1978 was quite an honor. It was very
special to be accepted into a fraternity of aviators
from all services, from all wars, unified by our love of
country and love of flight.
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Do you ever look back and think, “Wow, I did all
this!”?
Only recently have I taken the time to look back
and reflect on my life, career and accomplishments.
I realized that I was a part of aviation history. I had a
fascinating and fulfilling career!
Any advice for today’s young aviators?
Learn as much as you can about the systems
of the aircraft so you are better able to handle any
malfunctions or emergencies. Continue to strive to be
the best pilot you can be but know the limitations of
the aircraft and your own limitations.
Proper rest and preparation are vital. Your life, as
well as the lives of others, is in your hands. So stay
focused and alert.
USDA produced a 14-minute video on Colonel La
Sauce in June 2019. View it at: https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=A96EO-c40fE&feature=youtu.be

Dedicated Unhesitating

Special Section

Service to Our Fighting
Forces – DUSTOFF

By: Janel McNair
Submitted by: Col. Richard “Rock” Roszak, USAF (Ret)
While flying MEDEVAC in the Middle East, Capt. Janel McNair took the opportunity to share a smile and handshake with a young victim of the
ugliness of war. She started her Army flying career 10 days after the 9-11 attacks.

W

hat do you want to be when you grow up? Ever
a flight career through the military. The thought of being a
since I can remember the first time that question
military pilot excited me and I was eager to embrace the
being asked, I knew the answer ... I wanted to be a pilot. I
challenge that the Corps offered.
can’t remember a time when I ever wanted to ‘be’ anything
As I looked around at my Bud Class, B2000, I realized
else. It’s hard to say where that ambition came from at such
our lives had collided into one. The strangers who
a young age but I just always knew I was meant to fly.
surrounded me were the ones I had to learn to depend on
Growing up on a 40-acre farm in Pennsylvania my flying
and it wasn’t long before we formulated a bond that enabled
aspirations often felt more like a remote fantasy. While my
us to collectively accomplish any challenge thrown our
parents have always been very supportive of my goals, their
way. In addition to this newfound brotherhood I would also
busy professions molded me into a very independent person
spend the next four years being molded into an individual
determined to accomplish my dreams. Upon graduation
responsible for upholding the values which stood tall on
from high school in 1996, I left home
the eight pylons at the university’s war
and headed off to Virginia Tech on my In that moment the adrenaline memorial. These values would later
first step towards making a childhood
prove to carry me through many tough
started rushing...
fantasy become a reality.
days as both a leader and as a pilot.
I had only decided to join the Corps of Cadets at Virginia
In May 2000, I graduated with a B.S. in biology and
Tech a few weeks prior to the start of new cadet week when
was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an Aviation
I was visiting the campus for orientation. As a last-minute
Officer. Later that fall I began Initial Entry Rotary Wing
decision, I sat in on a VTCC informational briefing and
flight training at Ft. Rucker, Alabama. On Sept. 21,
realized ROTC would be a perfect opportunity to align
2001, I became part of the first class of Army aviators to
myself on a path which would enable me to actively pursue
graduate flight school since the September 11th attacks on
Daedalian Foundation 11

Special Section
America. Our graduation was a little unlike any other as our
instructors and key note speakers knew what loomed ahead
for our graduating class. It was inevitable that our nation
was headed for war and the training and skills acquired
over the past year would ultimately be put to the test in real
world combat situations.

Captain McNair achieved her dream of flying in the UH-60A.

Three months later I was headed to Germany for my
first assignment and the start of my career as a medical
evacuation officer and pilot. Seven months after my arrival
in Germany I was deployed to the Balkans. Kosovo was
the first time I was exposed to the aftermath of a wartorn country and the mass graves visible from the aircraft
constantly reminded me that war was ugly. However, it
wasn’t until my deployment to Afghanistan in 2003 that I
would experience the grim reality of its ugliness firsthand.
My first combat tour I was deployed as a forward support
MEDEVAC team leader in command of three UH-60
MEDEVAC helicopters and 17 personnel. Our mission was
to provide medical evacuation support for U.S. soldiers and
Coalition forces within the Afghanistan area of operations.
The reality of that mission often consisted of land mine
victims, multiple gunshot wounds, victims of shrapnel from
IEDs and burn casualties. As a MEDEVAC crew, we knew
when we were called it was because a soldier was clinging
to life and counting on us to come get them out. For me,
the atrocities of war became very real when an American
soldier was being loaded onto the back of my UH-60
helicopter, strapped to a litter or, in some instances, draped
in an American flag.
The night of April 22, 2004, I flew a mission which
would later be recalled as part of a sequence of events to one
soldier’s final sacrifice. “Dustoff, Dustoff, Dustoff….you
have a 9-line.” In that moment the adrenaline started rushing
and my flight crew immediately went into execution mode.
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The 9-line had originated as a result of troops in contact near
the Pakistan border and at the time there were four known
casualties with multiple gunshot wounds. I plotted the grid
in what appeared to be a riverbed canyon surrounded by
high rugged terrain and within minutes we were airborne.
Upon arrival at the LZ the lead aircraft landed first to
pick up two wounded soldiers. Once he was clear I made
my near vertical descent into the dry creek bed. As we made
contact with the ground my crew chief and medic exited the
aircraft to pick up the two remaining casualties when they
were met halfway by a group of distressed Army Rangers
carrying two black body bags. The flight back to base
seemed long and my crew remained quiet as we knew loved
ones of the fallen casualties would soon be receiving the
worst news of their lives and there was nothing we could do.
The next morning, I woke to the news that a U.S. Army
Ranger had been killed in action during a firefight along
the Afghan-Pakistan border and his name was Pat Tillman.
At the time I knew little about Pat Tillman but as news of
his death unfolded in the United States, the media began to
tell the story of a young man who willingly turned down
a three-year, $3.6 million dollar football contract with the
Arizona Cardinals in order to proudly serve his country.
I wish I could say Pat Tillman was the only soldier I ever
carried on my helicopter who made the ultimate sacrifice but
unfortunately, I have carried many American heroes who
paid the same price. While the reality of what MEDEVAC
does is often difficult to talk about, the outcome isn’t always
a sad story. Though I have endured the result of war up
close, I have also had the gratification of being able to listen
to a soldier who lived to tell his own story.

Captain McNair and her crew were always ready when the call came. Snow,
riverbeds, mountains, day or night, they could be counted on to rescue
wounded soldiers swiftly and safely. She has seen the grim reality of war
hoisted into the aircraft in body bags and also the gratefulness of those who
survived to tell their own story.

Special Section

Janel McNair has moved onto her next adventure with her husband Blake and their two children, Austin and Ava.

After nine years of service and three combat deployments
I made the hard decision to depart the military and embark
on a new journey to raise a family and pursue a career in
emergency management. In 2006 I met my husband Blake
and together we have an 11-year-old son, Austin, and an
8-year-old daughter named Ava. I also went on to complete
my master’s degree in homeland security from the Homeland
Security Management Institute in Riverhead, New York,
and today I’m serving as an Emergency Preparedness and
Response Coordinator in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

As I have had the opportunity to reflect on my time in
the military I have come to realize I wasn’t just meant to
fly, I was meant to serve and more than anything I’m proud
to say I did so with “Dedicated Unhesitating Service to Our
Fighting Forces”.
In the spirit of DUSTOFF and the Virginia Tech motto,
UT PROSIM, that I may serve!

Rock Roszak presented Captain McNair with the above artwork to recognize her service. She flew DUSTOFF #438 during Operation ENDURING FREEDOM
in Afghanistan from 2003-2004.
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The Value of Partnerships - A Daedalian’s Perspective
By: Capt. Julian Gluck, USAF

As I snapped a photograph of the statue of Daedalus in
were beneficial to me as I entered the Air Force Academy
front of the Maxwell Air Force Base club, it became clearer
and many lessons have stuck with me through the years
to me that man’s flight through life may be sustained by
as a B-52 pilot. This belief in the power of mentorship led
the power of his knowledge, but it is the company we keep
me back to the Civil Air Patrol as an adult volunteer while
as we soar that helps guide us to our destination. For this
stationed at Barksdale Air Force Base.
reason, I am grateful to various
Programs like CAP always
organizations that have offered
need the assistance of adult
this guidance, mentorship and
volunteers, financial support and
networking at various stages
partnerships in the community,
of my life. While attending
and the Order of Daedalians as
“Big Week,” a mentorship and
another non-profit organization
educational event led by Col.
built upon the idea of the future
(Dr.) Paul Nelson at Maxwell
of flight is in an excellent spot to
AFB, I spent valuable time
build bonds with CAP squadrons
learning from senior leaders,
and members. During Air
fellow Air Force officers, and
University’s “Big Week” I had an
aviators discussing opportunities
amazing opportunity to join the
available for Air Force members
Order of Daedalians on its 85th
on bases and in the community
anniversary and to be inducted
including the Civil Air Patrol
by our national commander
and the Order of Daedalians -Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, USAF
two organizations that I believe
(Ret). As part of the experience
share many similar values and
I listened to the other members
objectives and can both benefit
speak about the amazing work
from an increased relationship.
they were doing in Montgomery
Since joining the Air Force,
and Tuskegee, Alabama with the
The Daedalus statue overlooking the Maxwell Club courtyard, was
one of my passions has been to
Red Tail Scholarship, helping
unveiled April 6, 2017. (U.S. Air Force photo/ Senior Airman Alexa
Culbert)
volunteer with groups that help
young African American men
support students, many of whom have grown up without the
and women receive flight scholarships and become pilots.
opportunities that many of us had but whose dreams include
Other local members were helping establish a Civil Air
a desire to serve, become better citizens, and potentially
Patrol flight off-base to aid disadvantaged youth through
consider a path in aviation.
education.
As a former cadet in the Civil Air Patrol and currently
These kinds of programs—as well as the networking
active senior member, I have seen the incredible difference
and mentorship that the Order provides—are the type of
that Air Force members, local leaders and retirees can make
activities that will draw in company grade officers and active
through volunteering with the middle school, high school
duty members who want to make a meaningful difference
and college students in this program. CAP is the official
in their off-time. By pursuing these ventures and investing
civilian auxiliary of the Air Force as well as a non-profit
in the future of America and aviation, organizations like the
organization. Since before World War II, the auxiliary has
Order of Daedalians will continue to advance and thrive in
supported the Air Force, our national interests and our next
the future. I am proud to be one of the more recent members
generation of leaders through the missions of aerospace
of this Order and look forward to meeting and learning from
education, cadet programs and emergency services including
many of you in the near future.
disaster relief and domestic search and rescue.
Capt. Julian “Cosmo” Gluck, USAF, is a B-52 aircraft commander
In high school my cadet experience at West Georgia
stationed at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana. He is Daedalian member
Composite Squadron in LaGrange, Georgia, gave me the
#7915 and volunteers with the Civil Air Patrol. Captain Gluck
chance to practice followership, lead my peers and learn
was the Spaatz Award recipient #1801, selected as the Air Force
about important subjects like character and leadership in
Times’ 2018 Airman of the Year, was the 2019 Secretary of the Air
an engaging way. CAP promotes self-discipline through its
Force Leadership Award recipient as the number one Squadron
cadet achievement program wherein students advance from
Officer School graduate for the year, and was honored in 2020 as
cadet airman basic to cadet colonel (associated with the rare
Forbes 30 Under 30—the only military member and only aviator
Spaatz Award) through studying and practicing leadership,
selected. He can be followed on Instagram at @julianrgluck.
aerospace, fitness and attending activities. I found that the
experiences that I had in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program
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New/Rejoining Daedalians

Membership

Congratulations to the following Daedalians who joined or were reinstated between Oct. 15, 2019, and Jan. 14, 2020.

Maj. Britton Adamson, USAF
Lt. Col. Gary Alden, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Sonya Alexander, USAF
Maj. Christopher Baisch, USAF
Col. Mark Baran, USAF
LTJG Jessica Barta, USN
LTJG Katherine Beine, USCG
CPT John Bergin Jr., USA
Maj. John Blankenship, USAF
Lt. Col. John Blevins, USAF (Ret)
Col. John Blumentritt, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Bobbitt, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Robert Bolinger, USAF
CDR John Bolyard, USN (Ret)
Mr. William Burks
Capt. John Burns, USAF
Lt. Col. Cody Burroughs, USAF
Mr. Patrick Camblin
2nd Lt. Creedance Chambers, USAF
Lt. Col. Noel Christman, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Michael Colom, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Sheachashaq Cook, USAF
1st Lt. Stephen Costello, USMC
LT Andrew Dinmore, USN
ENS Nicholas Dodd, USN
Lt. Col. Rene Dreiling, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Brandon Dues, USAF
Capt. Andrew Duguay, USAF
Lt. Col. James Duncan, USAF
Col. James Elmer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Matthew Erichsen, USAF (Ret)
LT Kimberly Everett, USN
CPT Patrick Fitzsimmons, USA
ENS Giovanni Gonzalez, USN
Col. Eric Grace, USAF (Ret)
ENS Alexander Groen, USN
LTJG Jared Hachmeister, USN
CAPT Richard Hahn, USCG
2nd Lt. Christopher Hanna, USAF
CDR Daniel Hartley, USN (Ret)
2nd Lt. Bryce Havenook, USAF
Maj. Mellette Hofler, USAF
Capt. Christopher Jaggers, USAF
Maj. James Jinnette, USAF
LT Nicholas Johnson, USN
2nd Lt. Leslie Johnston, USAF
2nd Lt. Andrew Johnstonbaugh, USAF

Col. Carey Jones, USAF
Col. Michael Keefe, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Carl Keil, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Tyler Kellogg, USAF
2nd Lt. Nicholas Le Tourneau, USAF
CPT Jonathan Lee, USA
LTJG Andrew Long, USN
Maj. Andrew Long, USAFR
2nd Lt. Camron Lowry, USAF
Lt. Col. Mike Lyons, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. Robert Macom, USMC
1st Lt. Holly Martin, USAF
LT Joseph McCarthy, USN
2nd Lt. Brandon Mercer, USAF
2nd Lt. Cole Merseth, USAF
ENS William Morgan, USN
CAPT Steven Murray, USN (Ret)
Col. James Nelson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dale Nielsen, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gregory Nita, USAF
Lt. Col. Arthur Oken, USAF (Ret)
LT Ashley Pace Jr., USN
Lt. Col. William Pogue, USAF
Maj. Christopher Prem, USAF
Maj. Roger Rhodes, USAF (Ret)
ENS Corey Ring, USN
Lt. Col. John Rogers II, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald Rumney, USAF (Ret)
LCDR Daniel Schrader, USCG
ENS Mollie Sebald, USN
Maj. Bradlee Seehawer, USAF
CDR Kerry Shanaghan, USN (Ret)
LTJG Colby Shinholser, USN
2nd Lt. Zackary Shoenfelt, USAF
2nd Lt. Samuel Simmons, USAF
Maj. Larry Stoltenberg, USAF (Ret)
LCDR Brian Sullivan, USN
LTJG Daniel Sullivan, USN
Maj. Michael Terry, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. Piper Thaler, USMC
Maj. Peter Vanpelt, USAF (Ret)
ENS Jeremy Vonada, USAF
1st Lt. Tyler Weaver, USAF
LTJG Matthew Weese, USN
Capt. Brandon Whitehead, USAF
Col. Joseph Wiley, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Preston Wolter, USAF
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Book Reviews

Tupolev Tu-95 & Tu-142

Tap Code

By: Col. Carlyle “Smitty” Harris, USAF (Ret)
and Sara W. Berry
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
With the help of Ms. Berry, Col.
Carlyle Harris has finally written the
story of his Air Force service to our
country, and it is a good read. Smitty,
an F-105 pilot in Vietnam, was shot
down and captured by the North
Vietnamese, and spent roughly eight
years in captivity.
The story is well worth adding to
your library for three reasons. First is
the author’s personal experiences as
a POW and how he coped. Second,
the book is written in a back-andforth style of chapters by Smitty
discussing his situation, and chapters
by his wife, Louise, as she details
how she contended with the efforts of
raising a family by herself throughout
his captivity -- there are two good
stories here. Third, the book details
Smitty’s revival of a long-unused
communication code, the Tap Code,
which improved the POWs’ ability to
communicate with each other. That
ability to communicate was a huge
morale booster and enabled them to
establish a chain of command and
organize resistance against efforts by
the North Vietnamese to break their
discipline and wills. The result: that
simple code allowed them to come
home as heroes and with their honor
intact.
You older River Rat-type readers
will recognize a lot of names. For
you younger guys and gals, this story
is good information to have in your
flight suit pocket -- just in case.
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So I Bought an Air Force
By: W. W. Martin
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Many thanks to fellow Daedalian,
Col. Joe Morgan, USAF (Ret) for
loaning this book to me. The owner of
the “Air Force” in the title is author,
W. W. Martin, a non-military pilot.
This is his story, and it is a doozy!
In 1963, Mr. Martin noticed an ad
in “Trade-A-Plane” magazine, which
said that the Nicaraguan Air Force
(FAN) was getting rid of its P-51s,
P-47s and C-45s. They were getting
rid of the planes because their thenally, the United States, was bringing
them into the jet age. After asking
his wife, “Where is Nicaragua?” the
author decided (with the help of his
brother) to arrange to buy the FAN
aircraft. Months later, with visions of
making millions in his eyes and armed
with all the paperwork he needed,
Martin headed south to Nicaragua.
The country was then run by
Nicaraguan strongman and dictator
General Samoza, and bribes were
the way of life in the country. What
Martin figured should be 6-9 months
of work to get the planes into shape
and out of the country turned into
years, in part because of a lazy FAN
workforce, equipment and spare parts
pilfering, and ferry pilots who lied
about their abilities to fly P-51s and
P-47s. Crashes were many, and, in
fact, not one P-47 made it back to the
U.S. I’ll leave it up to you, the reader,
to find out how T-28s, B-26s, Costa
Rica, and Mexico fit into the story.
This is another book hard to put down.

By: Yefim Gordon and Dmitriy Komissarov
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
Now that you have loaded up
your coffee table with some large
(and heavy) aviation books, here
is one more. Authors Gordon and
Komissarov do yeoman’s work
detailing the history of the Tupolev
“Bear.”
Approximately 400 of the Tu-95
bomber and the Tu-142 maritime
reconnaissance/anti-submarine
warfare variants were built from the
1950s to the 1990s. It is the only propdriven strategic bomber still in service
today. Primarily flown by the Soviet,
now Russian, Air Force and Navy,
it has been continually upgraded,
much like our B-52. The book covers
development of the aircraft, its
variants and modifications, as well as
the armament and avionics changes
throughout its life, whether they were
successful, or not.
The book is very detailed and
uses a lot of photos and drawings
to assist the reader. It is so detailed,
many of the missions list the aircraft
commander and his crew. While
the development of the “Bear” is
interesting, the best part of the book
covers operational use and individual
missions. There are quite a few photos
of the aircraft being intercepted by
U.S., British, and other allied aircraft,
as well as naval ships they shadowed
and photographed. Accidents and
incidents are detailed as well.
This is not an easy read, but it is a
fascinating look into Soviet/Russian
aircraft operations. Anyone with an
Air Defense or an ASW background
will likely enjoy it even more than I
did.

Book Reviews

The Storm on our Shores
By: Mark Obmascik
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Right up front I will tell you there
is little about air power in this book. It
is basically an infantry story. Pulitizer
Prize winning author, Mark Obmascik
has written a remarkable book,
subtitled “One Island, Two Soldiers,
and the Forgotten Battle of World War
II.”
The island is Attu, westernmost
in Alaska’s Aleutian Island chain, a
strategically useless island. The two
soldiers are an American infantryman
and a Japanese Army doctor. The
former born into an impoverished,
depression-era Ohio coal mining
family, enlists in the Army to escape
the mines. The doctor, a 7th Day
Adventist pacifist born in Hiroshima,
is a graduate of college and medical
schools in California. When he returns
to Japan, he is conscripted into the
Imperial Army. Because he was trained
in America, he is not trusted and
refused a commission, becoming an
enlisted doctor in his unit.
The forgotten battle is the U.S.
retaking of Attu, as seen through the
eyes and words of the two soldiers.
The Japanese take Attu with wellconditioned units that are well prepared
for Arctic conditions. The American
7th Division leadership figures they
can retake Attu in three days and send
in a unit which is not only untrained
for Arctic-type warfare, but is not
equipped for it either. Guess how well
that goes. Airpower does not play a key
role, primarily because of the horrible
weather. The battle is brutal and costly,
but overwhelming U.S. manpower and
American spirit eventually win. What
happens after the war up to 2011 with
the characters and their families makes
the story doubly interesting. I think you
will add this one to your library.

Kenneth N. Walker

By: Mary Byrd
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
Subtitled “Airpower’s Untempered
Crusader,” this is the biography of
Founder Member Brig. Gen. Kenneth
N. Walker, who, very early on (192829), embraced the theory of the
invincible bomber. He remained a
vocal supporter of strategic bombers
and bombing until his untimely death
in 1943 while on a B-17 mission in the
Pacific. He remains one of the highestranking aviators to be lost in combat.
Known by his friends as a “rabid”
defender of strategic bombing, he
was relentless in its support against
Chennault and the other pursuit
(fighter) enthusiasts. His major
achievement was co-authoring the War
Department’s Air War Plans Division
document, AWPD-1, which detailed
the number of planes, men, and
equipment the U.S. air forces would
need to go into WWII. The thrust of
that document put daylight strategic
bombing to the fore, allowing the air
forces to prepare the way for ground
forces, and raised the possibility that
a bombing campaign might render a
ground campaign unnecessary.
Doug Walker, General Walker’s
son, sent this Air University published
book to our Communications Director,
Annette Crawford, to add to our library
in the hope it will keep the general’s
story alive. If you are an airpower
enthusiast, you will enjoy this book,
as I did. P.S. If you go online and
access AIR_POWER_HISTORY_
FALL_2014.pdf, you will find an
interesting article titled: “The Search
for General Walker – New Insights”, a
great update to the book. See page 48
for more on General Walker.

Fly Fast...Sin Boldly

By: William P. Lear, Jr.
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
Over drinks at the Auger Inn, a
friend suggested this book. It was a
good recommendation. Author Bill
Lear, Jr., has written a biography that
will keep you turning the pages to see
what comes next. And, yes, he is the
son of aviation legend, Bill Lear, Sr.
OK, what 17-year-old kid (with a
pilot’s license, but no driver’s license)
talks his Dad into buying him a war
surplus P-38, with 14 hours on its
airframe, for $1,250? For an extra
$75, he gets two drop tanks, a full
load of high-octane avgas, and blasts
off into the air with his own warbird.
What a deal! The trick now is how
to keep it fueled, in the air, and away
from creditors, who want their money
for parts, fuel, etc. But wait, it gets
even better. Dad asks him to enter
the 1947 Bendix Air Races, which he
does, finishing towards the bottom of
the pack, but as the youngest pilot to
ever fly that race.
Ok, no more spoiling what is in
the book, except to say he joins the
air show circuit, flies with the Air
Force for a while (good stories here),
flies a lot, gets married and divorced
a bunch of times, goes to work for
Daddy (selling Learjets and other Lear
products in Europe), and even runs
guns for a while. Bill Jr. tells it like it
was. It was a hard book to put down.
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Recollections

I loved flying the F-105 but...

By: Col. Raymond G. Schwartz, USAF (Ret), Life Member #8261

The Republic F-105D-10-RE (S/N 60-0521) Thunderstick II of the 563rd Tactical Fighter Squadron, 23rd Tactical Fighter Wing, McConnell Air
Force Base, Kansas, in 1971. (U.S. Air Force photo)

The F-105 was one of the greatest aircraft that I have
flown, except maybe for the F-86L which was like a small
sports car compared to the Thud. I went through training at
McConnell AFB, then Nellis AFB for Wild Weasel training
and then two tours in SEA for 116 combat missions. The
Thud was reliable and I do not ever remember having to
abort a mission in SEA because of aircraft problems.
However, she did try to kill me on two occasions.
The first time was during training at McConnell AFB.
My instructor and I were on an instrument training mission
in two single seat F-105 aircraft. Upon return to McConnell
we planned on making a formation landing and we were
given runway 36 left. Joe Steen, my instructor was on my
left wing, and as I touched down, I felt the aircraft want to
drop to the right and I instinctively corrected by applying
left aileron. At that time Joe calmly said over the radio,
“you have lost your strut.” What happened was that upon
touchdown the long metal strut above the wheel twisted
and broke off and separated, wheel and all, from the plane.
The plane then settled onto the right-wing fuel tank and the
aircraft lurched to the right. I knew that I was going off the
runway at about 160 knots and I remembered all the movies
that I had seen of aircraft going off the runway and catching
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a wing and cartwheeling in a ball of flames. I started to
reach for the ejection handle but decided against it because
even though we had a capability to eject on the runway, it
was not really a good capability in a low speed condition. I
thought that if I started to cart-wheel I could eject then. A lot
of dead pilots have probably thought the same way but then
it would too late. I was lucky because the aircraft slid on the
right-wing fuel tank and the bomb dispenser on the bottom
of the aircraft and on the left wheel for over 3,000 feet until
I hit runway 36 right where my nose wheel collapsed. All I
saw in my rear-view mirror was a lot of dust. I was looking
for fire from broken fuel tanks, etc. I figured that if I saw
fire, I would leave the canopy closed until after I came to a
stop. Then if the fire department was not there fighting the
fire and if I was engulfed in fire I would stay in as long as
possible and eject rather than burn up. After I came to a stop
and there was no fire, I blew the canopy stood up and rolled
my body over the side of the aircraft. I was in good shape in
those days. I went around to the upwind side of the aircraft
but realized that I had not stop-cocked the engine and so I
jumped up to the cockpit and shut it down.
The accident board concluded that material failure and
a previous crack in the strut had caused it to totally come

Recollections
apart when I made a normal landing. I was written up for
feet below him. I instinctively hit the autopilot and stab-aug
incorrectly leaving the aircraft as I was supposed to have
disconnect switch on the front of the stick and suddenly all
pulled a survival kit release handle that would have left it
was well. I then proceeded to do the refueling without the
in the aircraft.
stab-aug and left it off the rest of the mission.
If my instructor had been on
Again, luck was with me. If
my right wing, we would have ... all of a sudden my aircraft rolled I had been on the left wing or
both ended up in a fireball. If
on the boom it could have been
we had been assigned 36R to into a 45-degree bank to the right... catastrophic. I could have rolled
land on, I would have gone into
right into the tanker or if on the
the ramp area full of parked F-105’s. The angel of death
boom could have broken the boom off and damaged both
flapped her wings over me but was not ready for me.
aircraft in the process.
The second time the Thud tried to kill me was when my
We had an F-105 pilot who was killed in an incident
stab-aug failed during a refueling after takeoff on one of my
before I got to Korat that sounded very similar. He was also
missions from Korat Air Base, Thailand.
joined with the tanker and was on the boom when his aircraft
First, let me explain what the stability augmentation
did a sudden roll and went towards the ground. He failed to
(stab-aug) system is and what it does in the F-105 aircraft.
bail out and was killed. I also suspect that the Boeing 737
Most aircraft have some type of electronic device that
that crashed in Pennsylvania several years ago was caused
measures the many forces on an aircraft that tend to make it
by rudder hardover, which is what happened in my case.
go in another direction than what the flight controls are set
My stab-aug system generated a rudder hardover signal that
for. For example, a small gust on the vertical stabilizer of the
caused my aircraft to go into a very sudden roll to the right.
tail might tend to move the aircraft sideways in a slipping
I also had a friend who was leading a flight of four
maneuver. The job of the stab-aug system is to sense these
F-105s in an initial pass through a practice bombing range
small pressures and automatically move the control surfaces
when all of a sudden the aircraft on his right wing pulled up
ever so slightly so that these pressures are counteracted. If the
very sharply and did a quick loop and hit the ground, all in
stab-aug is working
a matter of seconds.
correctly, a pilot
He thought that the
never knows that all
guy never got out but
of this is happening.
it turned out the pilot
The plane is flyable
was able to bail out
with the stab-aug off
okay. What happened
but it is much more
was something very
sensitive to flight
similar to mine except
control
pressures
instead of a roll the
stab-aug
system
and a pilot has to
gave his aircraft a
pay more attention to
hard elevator up
flying the airplane. If
signal that caused the
the stab-aug receives
aircraft to pitch up
erroneous electronic
very severely.
inputs, then many
I
wrote
up
wild things can
the aircraft when
happen and that is
I got back and
what this story is
maintenance
did
about.
all kinds of checks.
When we joined
they
with the tanker, I View from inside the tanker of a Republic F-105 Thunderchief refueling through the boom Eventually
moved to the right of a Boeing KC-135, likely taken over Laos or Thailand, circa 1967. (Photo Source: https:// wound up changing
airandspace.si.edu/)
the stab-aug system
wing of the tanker
as a precaution. These kinds of incidents, caused by
and flew formation waiting for my turn to refuel. I was
intermittent electronic signals, are very hard to isolate.
sitting there enjoying the view and all of a sudden my
Mother Luck was with me again.
aircraft rolled into a 45-degree bank to the right and before
I knew it I was 1,500 feet to the right of the tanker and 500
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Awards

Midshipman Caitlin C. Clark, NROTC
Senior, University of Arizona
Major: Criminal Justice
Old Pueblo Flight 12
$1,850 matching scholarship

Midshipman Katherine E. Cameron, NROTC
Senior, University of Notre Dame
Major: Aerospace Engineering
$2,000 Naval ROTC Scholarship
“I chose the aerospace engineering major at Notre Dame to
give myself a technical understanding of aircraft and have
excelled due to my interest. I am grateful the Navy has given me
immersive experiences with flying and opened my eyes to the
career possibilities. After my summer in San Diego with HSM49 where I was exposed to Naval aviation, I realized that my
ultimate career goal is to be a pilot in the United States Navy.”

“I would be honored to receive the opportunity
to fly any platform, however, my dream would be
to fly the F-35C variant. Although cliche, I have
always wanted to push outside what I considered
to be both my social and physical “boundaries.” It
is exciting to see a few females before me be able
to pursue a career in flying this particular aircraft,
demonstrating that there are no bounds in the field
of aviation related to gender or upbringing.”

Cadet Hannah Parkin, AFROTC
Senior- University of South Carolina
Major – Geography
$1,584 matching scholarship
“My goal is to commission as a second
lieutenant in the USAF in May of 2020
as a Combat Systems Officer. I would like
to fly in C-130s as a sensor operator or
navigator.”

Cadet Lianna M. Bush, AFROTC
Senior, University of Arizona
Major: Biology
Old Pueblo Flight 12
$1,850 matching scholarship
“My career goal is to commission and
become a Combat Systems Officer for the
U.S. Air Force.”
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Orville Wright Achievement Award

The Orville Wright Achievement Award is presented to Second Lieutenant
Jamison W. Herrington, as the outstanding graduate of the Specialized
Undergraduate Pilot Training Program (SUPT) Class 19-24 for the
period from 1 Jul to 30 Sep 2019. Lieutenant Herrington’s performance
in the program was extraordinary in all phases of training. He displayed
an outstanding attitude, superb flying abilities and military bearing. He
excelled in academics, outperformed his peers and was rated number
one overall in both phases of training with the highest check rides and
daily maneuver scores. His outstanding flying ability, humble leadership
style, academic standing, and superb motivation made him the clear
choice for Distinguished Graduate Honors, the Flying Training Award
and the coveted AETC Commander’s Trophy. Lieutenant Herrington’s
accomplishments exemplify the high standards established by the Orville
Wright Achievement Award. They reflect great credit upon himself, the
United States Air Education and Training Command and the United States
Air Force.
General Allen presented Lieutenant Herrington with
a membership packet. The OWAA recipient receives a
complimentary one-year Daedalian membership.

A group from Possum Town Flight 74 flew to JBSA-Randolph to present 2nd Lt.
Jamison Herrington the OWAA for the third quarter of 2019. He graduated from
Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training (SUPT) on Sept. 13, 2019, Class 19-24,
Columbus AFB, Mississippi. Lieutenant Herrington is currently at pilot instructor
training. Above Left to Right: Capt. Andrew Kubinski (14 STUS), 1st Lt. Patricia
Pasque (14 OSS), 1st Lt. Thomas Hemmings (48 FTS), 1st Lt. Jamison Herrington
(48 FTS), Col. David Fazenbaker (14 FTW Vice Wing Commander), Lt. Col. Joseph
McCane (48 FTS DO), and Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret).

Col. David Fazenbaker (right), 14th Flying
Training Wing Vice Commander, was at Daedalian
headquarters on Jan. 8, 2020, to personally present
Lieutenant Herrington with the OWAA plaque. The
relief behind them was a perfect background for the
presentation.
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Top graduates from the military flying training
programs are recognized with a plaque and complimentary
membership at graduation. Daedalians are usually on
hand to present the award, indicating our dedication to the
current generation of military aviators and support for the
next. Congratulations to these outstanding graduates.

LTJG Christopher Davidson being presented Daedalian
Top Grad Award as the #1 Naval Aviator in his Advanced
Helicopter Training Program Class. Presenting the award
on Dec. 13, 2019, is CDR Lena Kaman, commandiing
officer of Helicopter Training Squadron 8 at NAS Whiting
Field, Florida.

Maj. Matt Hedger, USAF (Ret), presenting the Order
of the Daedalians award to CPT Jonathan Lee, the
Distinguished Honor Graduate from the Aviation
Captain’s Career Course, Class 19-003. The class
graduated on Nov. 6, 2019.

Capt. Autumn J. Sawyer, USAF, was the outstanding
graduate of the Class 20-04, United States Air Force
Combat Systems Officer program, NAS Pensacola,
Florida. CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret), presented the
award at the 479th Flying Training Group graduation
ceremony on Dec. 20, 2019.

22 Daedalus Flyer Spring 2020

Awards

RADM Donald Quinn, USN
(Ret), from Shangri La Flight
#21 presented scholarships to
two ROTC cadets on Dec. 17,
2019.
In the photo at left, Midshipman
Chris Gibson, an Egan
scholarship winner, is a fiveyear electrical engineering
student at Florida State.
At right, AFROTC Cadet Clint
Hinrichs receives a matching
scholarship to assist with
his studies at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University.

Staff Sgt. Bryce T. Henze, USMC
Senior, University of Illinois (NROTC)
Major: Sociology
$2,000 Naval ROTC Scholarship
Sergeant Henze has wanted to be a pilot since joining
the Marine Corps as a power plants mechanic within
the Marine FA-18 community. While stationed at Marine
Corps Air Station Beaufort, South Carolina, he had the
opportunity to train in flight simulators and this boosted
his passion for flying and motivated him to pursue a
commission through the Marine Enlisted Commissioning
Education Program.
“My career goals are to become a Marine Corps pilot and
become a squadron commanding officer before retiring.”

Staff Sgt. Michael J. Mallard, USMC
Senior, University of Idaho (NROTC)
Major: Wildlife Resources
Inland Empire Flight 41 matching scholarship
for $2,500 in 2019 and $2,000 Naval ROTC
Scholarship in 2020
“I have secured a flight contract in the
Marine Corps. I intend to fly helicopters after
completing flight school. I am hoping to be
able to fly either the Huey or Cobra. Later in
my career, my goal is to fly Marine One for the
president.”
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The first step...

The first step in learning to fly is to realize you can ... and Cadet Keaton Brown did just that with the
help of Shangri La Flight #21. Cadet Brown is in Naval JROTC at Northview High School in Century,
Florida. He completed his training with a solo flight on Jan. 6, 2020. Pictured with Cadet Brown
above are (L to R) Daedalians CAPT Pieter VandenBergh, USN (Ret); CAPT Dan McCort, USN,
(Ret); Cadet Brown; Flight Captain CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret); and Flight Provost Marshal
CW4 Paul Herrick, USA (Ret).

Every good flight starts with a logbook review. Cadet Brown’s
instructor, Christian Kidder, shows off his own first “pilot-incommand” entry.
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Christian Kidder presenting Cadet Brown with the traditional first
solo flight memento -- back of Brown’s t-shirt!

Awards

The BigGive is here! Join Daedalians across the globe in this fundraising effort on March 26, 2020.
This is our fifth year participating in the annual campaign. Your contributions will provide funding for
scholarships, flying training and other Daedalian programs for students like those above achieve their
dream of flying. Watch your email for more details on how to donate and our special “power hour”
where we compete for prize money awarded by the Non Profit Council.

We Thank Our Sponsors
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Recollections

Things I Learned
as a Forward Air
Controller
or
“Fighter, check
your 12”
By: Col. Darrel Whitcomb, USAFR (Ret)

Author, Col. Darrel Whitcomb, USAF (Ret), and many of his fellow pilots flew the Pave
Nail OV-10 during Vietnam. The Bronco was a primary aircraft used for forward air
control. (Photo Courtesy: Colonel Whitcomb)

As a young U.S. Air Force officer, I served as a forward
air controller (FAC), in the later years of the war in Southeast
Asia. This included duty with the 23rd Tactical Air Support
Squadron at Nakhon Phanom Airbase, Thailand, where I
flew the OV-10, and duty with Detachment 1 of the 56th
Special Operations Wing at Udorn Airbase, Thailand,
where I flew O-1s and U-17s as a “Raven” FAC on special
assignment in Laos. Through my tours, I flew over northern
and southern Laos, South Vietnam, Cambodia, and even
a few times over North Vietnam. I spent many hours on
interdiction missions searching for targets along the Ho Chi
Minh Trail and the hinterlands of all of these countries. I
also had many occasions to perform close air support for
friendly forces and, when necessary, participate in search
and rescue missions for downed aircrews or special forces
teams. I directed hundreds of airstrikes and learned that
the airspace over hot targets was a dangerous arena and
pilots had to diligently work to prevent mid-air collisions
with fighters and other supporting aircraft. The “Big Sky”
concept did not always work. My unit mates and I learned
fast. The memories are still strong.
Interdiction
On these missions our purpose was to find enemy forces
and engage them before they came in contact with our
allied ground forces. Literally, we were trying to prevent
battles by destroying enemy forces before they were a
threat to our guys below. These missions could be long
and tedious. We needed to do good preparation with our
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intelligence personnel so that we could focus our search
efforts. We always carried maps which were updated with
the most recent intelligence data on active road segments
and potential supply areas. We directed airstrikes on any
enemy forces or trucks we found.
However, the tedium was a challenge. We did a great
deal of our searching with binoculars. While necessary
to spot camouflaged targets, they restricted our overall
situational awareness. Consequently, we quickly learned
to turn up the volume on our radios in case we received
any calls warning us of enemy actions. Later in my tours,
our OV-10s were modified with radar warning receivers
(RWR). They could also warn us if any enemy radars were
tracking us. I remember vividly searching one day with my
binoculars along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, near the Ban Karai
Pass, when I heard an unusual “vit---vit---vit” tone on my
RWR. Looking quickly behind the aircraft I saw several
very large air bursts and jinked out of the area. When I
mentioned this in my mission debrief, I was informed that
the North Vietnamese had radar guided 100mm antiaircraft
guns east of the pass and loved to shoot at airplanes over
Laos. The sound I heard was the RWR picking up the sweep
of the radar as its pulse hit my aircraft.
We also did a lot of road cuts by directing fighters to
drop bombs with delay fuses on the road segment, thereby
cratering them and delaying the movement of the trucks
and supplies. Generally, though, the enemy forces would
quickly repair the damage or plow a road around the damage
and the flow would resume. I discovered that it is very hard
to destroy a dirt road.

Recollections
Close air support
During my time as a FAC, I did a lot of close air
support (CAS) for South Vietnamese, Laotian, Hmong,
and Cambodian ground forces. This was facilitated by the
assignment of U.S. military or CIA advisors assigned to the
units to facilitate critical communications with the FACs.
We provided this support by directing artillery, fixed or
rotary-wing gunships, or fighter aircraft as they delivered
bombs, rockets, cluster bombs or direct fire in close
proximity to our allied troops. And in doing so, I discovered
one overriding fact -- there is no such a thing as friendly
artillery or a friendly airstrike. All of it is unfriendly and
designed to kill, break, and destroy whatever it hits. That
certainly includes friendly forces because the weapons
don’t care who they kill, break, or destroy. Therefore, the
“control” part of the FAC mission was absolutely critical.
The artillery fire had to be accurately plotted and directed.
The fighters had to clearly understand the position of the
friendly units and clearly see where their ordnance was
supposed to be delivered. This could be a real challenge in
a confusing battle with fighters or gunships who were low
on gas and needed to get in and out quickly. I do believe
that every FAC has at least one horror story about sloppy
fighters on a CAS mission.
Years later, I flew A-10s and discovered a corollary to
this point. In Europe we trained to fight Warsaw Pact forces
if they ever invaded western Europe. We knew that they
had strong, sophisticated air defenses with modern surfaceto-air missiles and radar controlled anti-aircraft guns. We
had plans for dealing with these weapons. However, our
allied ground forces also had strong and sophisticated air
defenses, and we also had to have very precise procedures
for avoiding them as we attacked the Warsaw Pact forces.
That was a two-edged threat and taught me that there is
no such a thing as a friendly surface-to-air missile or air
defense gun. They are all designed to kill, break, and destroy
aircraft, regardless of what patch is on the tail. At one point,
I recall listening to a U.S. Army air defense officer brag that
his battalion would defend his division and kill anything
which tried to fly though the airspace above. I reminded
him that our A-10s would be using that airspace to directly
support his division. He smiled and told us to be careful.

our nation was retreating from the war, and our airpower
was covering that retreat. Nobody wanted to be the last guy
shot down or the last POW. Consequently, when somebody
went down, we scrambled our best assets, the “Sandy” A-1s
and the HH-53 “Jolly Greens” to fly into harm’s way to
bring our guys home. Some veterans have claimed that the
“war would stop for a SAR.” I don’t believe that because the
tempo of our larger combat operations was unrelenting, and
our enemy took advantage of any pause in our operations.
But, some of the SARs were massive multi-day battles with
literally hundreds of airstrikes and participants. FACs were
players in many of these events. We would be working a
flight when someone was shot down, or hear an emergency
call on the UHF radio “Guard” frequency and divert to the
downed aircraft’s location to initially serve as the OSC until
the rescue task force arrived. Then we stood by to provide
support to the focused rescue operation as the Sandys
needed.

Search and Rescue (SAR)
All FACs were trained and equipped to conduct
rescue operations, and almost all of us were an on-scenecommander (OSC) at least once on our tours. I learned that
this capability was critical to our overall mission because our
aircrew members were highly trained and costly to replace,
and they were highly exploitable by our enemy. But more
importantly, by this late stage of the war, it was clear that

Map Source: globalsecurity.org
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I don’t know if it was luck or
planning, but all U.S. military aircraft
in the theater had a UHF radio
with a “Guard” auxiliary receiver.
Consequently, in an emergency, it
was possible to contact just about
anybody very quickly to do what
needed to be done. A lot of fighter
guys were rescued through the timely
use of “Guard” frequency, many by
U.S Army or Navy helicopters who
just happened to be in the area and
heard the plaintive call. From this, I
learned that the simplest expedients
are sometimes the most effective.
Preventing mid-air collisions
This could be a real challenge
because when the fighters arrived
they had to be quickly briefed on the
tactical situation below so that they
could properly deliver their ordnance.
This meant that they would be looking
at the ground as the FAC briefed them
on enemy and friendly locations, and
any necessary run-in restrictions. To
prevent a collision, we would require
the fighters to report visual contact
with us, confirmed by a wing rock,
and then we would generally restrict
the fighters to an altitude above until
it was time to deliver ordnance. We
FACs would then position our aircraft
so that we could clearly see the fighters
as they delivered their weapons,
holding final clearance to release until

we could determine that they were
running in as desired. Additionally,
we would position our aircraft so that
we would not be at the fighter’s 12
o’clock position as he pulled up from
his delivery. We did this because we
knew that any good fighter pilot would
be looking back over his shoulder to
see if his ordnance hit the target as he
was pulling up. The safety concern
here was self-evident.
I violated this rule one day in
early December 1972, with almost
disastrous results. I was flying an
O-1 over the Plain of Jars in northern
Laos, when the pilot of a USAF A-7D
checked in on freq. He had just lost his
flight lead over North Vietnam, was
low on fuel, and needed a target to
expend his ordnance before returning
to base. OK. So I had some trucks
below and briefed him for the strike.
He sounded a bit shaken up and asked
me to hurry so he could proceed back
to Korat. I cleared him in to strike
the target. I could see that I would be
in front of him as he pulled off and
instructed him to come off with a hard
turn to the right so that we would not
conflict. He acknowledged, rolled in
and delivered his bombs on the trucks.
As he pulled up, though, he went into a
hard left turn. I saw it and determined
that we would be clear. However, a
few moments later, he remembered
my instructions and came back hard
right and on a collision course with

my aircraft. I could see directly down
his intake and screamed at him on
the radio to “pull hard” as I pushed
my control stick full forward. His
A-7 roared directly over my aircraft.
I don’t know how close it was, but I
remember immediately smelling his
exhaust. I had the windows of my O-1
open and the negative Gs caused my
flight kit, code cards, and maps to fly
out the window. We had a one-way
conversation on the radio as he headed
south.
The next day, I discussed this with
my fellow Ravens. We were working
more frequently with the USAF A-7Ds
and I did not want a repeat of this event.
Unfortunately, I was not successful in
that effort. Three weeks later, another
Raven, Capt. Skip Jackson, was
working in an O-1 in almost the same
area with a flight of A-7s and had a
mid-air collision with one of the jets.
The A-7 pilot ejected and was captured
by North Vietnamese forces below. He
was released and returned home three
months later. Skip Jackson was killed
and his remains were never found or
returned. From this, I discerned that
the laws of physics are immutable. I
just wish that Skip had come home
too.
These are a few of the things that I
learned back in my youthful days as a
forward air controller.
Copyright 2019 by Darrel Whitcomb
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Front: Capt. Kathy La Sauce, USAF

Kathy’s official Air Force photo as a captain. Retired
Air Force Lieutenant Colonel La Sauce donated several
items from her Air Force memorabilia collection to
the Daedalians museum located in the headquarters
building. You can read more on Colonel LaSauce on
page 8 of this issue of the Daedalus Flyer. Colonel La
Sauce is Daedalian Life Member #6122.
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Back: Capt. Janel Bradley [McNair]

Janel McNair, formerly Janel Bradley, stands next
to her med-evac Blackhawk #438, during one of her
deployments to Afghanistan. Read her flying story
submitted by Col. Richard “Rock” Roszak on page 11
of this issue.

Flightline
24th (Maj. Gen. Frank A. Nichols) Flight
El Paso, Texas

Responding to a request from several members of the
24th Flight, on Oct. 2, 2019, Col. Bob Pitt, USAF (Ret), told
of flying the RF-101 over North Vietnam on Oct. 5, 1965.
For nearly 30 years Bob would receive a phone call every
October 5th from his wingman and operations officer that
day in 1965, Lt. Col. Tony Weissgarber. Sadly, the phone
calls stopped about five years ago following Tony’s passing.

Col. Bob Pitt, USAF (Ret), spoke to 24th Flight about a couple of
his more exciting RF-101 missions. Flight Captain Mario Campos
introduced Bob to the audience.

Then-Captain Pitt and Major Weissgarber took off from
Udorn AB, Thailand, went “feet wet” around DaNang,
dropped fuel tanks, descended through an overcast and were
greeted with small arms fire from a fleet of brightly colored
junks. After passing east of the islands off of Haiphong,
they turned westward and accelerated to 600 knots. As they
began to cross the valley north of Hanoi, Bob’s aircraft
took an 85mm round through the left engine. The 2-ship
still made it across the valley and Tony turned south for his
target while Bob flew north and across the valley to the Gulf
of Tonkin. Flying with one engine, a fire warning light on the
opposing engine and his fuel depleting rapidly, Bob could
only make it back to DaNang AB. He made a successful
landing but could not maintain directional control, went off
the left side of the runway and hit an unmanned GCA shack.
After coming to rest, he was greeted by firefighters and then
a flight surgeon and a chaplain. A subsequent Stars and
Stripes article quoted Bob as saying, “There they were…
one for the body and one for the soul.”
The following day Bob hitched a ride back to Udorn on
a C-130 where he was greeted by his squadron mates when
he arrived well after midnight. He was later awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for getting his jet back and the
Purple Heart for wounds he received during the mission.
Tony was awarded the Silver Star for his conspicuous
gallantry over Hanoi that day.
The following spring Bob was sent to Kadena AB,
Okinawa, to administer checkrides to recently assigned RF101 pilots prior to certifying them for combat. One mission
on April 25, 1966, had Bob flying off the wing of Capt. Bill

Story and photos submitted by
Col. Mario Campos, USAF (Ret)

Smith, then fall back into a chase position and proceed to
Kyushu, Japan, where they were to fly a high-speed, lowlevel route along which they would acquire several targets.
However, upon coming out of afterburner following
takeoff, Bob felt a tremendous explosion. “You’re on fire,
Dad!” Captain Smith announced in a very calm voice.
“Which one?” Bob asked. “Both man! Eject! Eject! Eject!”
Captain Smith exclaimed, as well as the Kadena tower
operator who echoed the call. Bob ejected about a mile off the
end of the Kadena runway at around 300 feet. His parachute
deployed just before he hit the water. As luck would have it,
the Kadena hospital was having an inspection and a rescue
helicopter was already airborne. It fished Bob out of the
ocean and he was transported to the Kadena hospital where
a comprehensive exam revealed no serious injuries.
The following day, Bob read in the local newspaper
that several eyewitnesses reported his parachute didn’t
open! Bob had ejected so low that he disappeared below
the horizon before the parachute actually could open. The
RF-101 sank into very deep water and was never retrieved.
Subsequent investigations revealed that the jet’s manifold
ruptured causing the explosion. Nope, Bob’s chute didn’t
open, but he was at the meeting to tell his story.

24th Flight presented the October top graduate award to 1st Lt. William “Fogs”
Jaundalderis, 311 FTS (center). Pictured with him (left to right) are Lt. Col.
Miles Crowell, USAF (Ret); Ric Lambart, Colonel Campos, and Colonel Pitt.

In November 2019, 24th Flight welcomed Dr. Michael
McGee as our honored guest speaker. Dr. McGee is a Senior
Research Associate at the NASA Center for Aerospace
Exploration and Technology Research at the University of
Texas at El Paso (UTEP). He spoke about a coordinated
effort between city and county organizations to control
unmanned aircraft systems. A major issue is the large number
of unmanned aircraft and the vast restricted airspace around
El Paso. Only 20 percent of the drones that require FAA
registration are actually registered, adding to the concerns.
Dr. McGee also shared that flying drones over stadiums
and the like provide opportunities for people wanting to do
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harm. There are several positive uses of drone technology,
too, including tracking biological data and some mapping
work.
The Christmas luncheon’s honored guest speaker was
Rodolfo “Rudy” Maldonado, Deputy Regional Director,
Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, Air and Marine Operations. Beginning
in 1991 as a flight instructor at the El Paso International
Airport, Rudy has since logged more than 7,000 hours in
fixed and rotary wing aircraft. His organization’s mission
statement translates into “keeping bad people from doing
bad things.” This includes combatting terrorism, interdiction
along the Mexican Border, and domain awareness, the
biggest concern being drones coming across the border.
Cooperation with the Civil Air Patrol is very important.
Above, Bob Pitt (left) and Mario Campos (right) proudly thank
Deputy Director Rudy Maldonado for the very informative talk he
presented at the 24th Flight Christmas luncheon.
At left, Mario Campos, Bob Pitt, Miles Crowell and Cadet Ammber
Valverde listen attentively to Gen. Robin Rand, USAF (Ret), during
the December graduation for the 8th Fighter Squadron at Holloman
AFB, New Mexico.

48th (Harley H. Pope) Flight
Fayetteville, North Carolina

The
speaker
for
the flight’s September
meeting had a last minute
TDY -- this is always a
possibility with an active
duty member as your
program. But, two flight
members stepped in to fill
the gap: Flight Captain,
Col. Joe Fitzpatrick,
USAF (Ret) and Maj.
Bob Dubbe, USAF (Ret).
Colonel Fitzpatrick
talked about his father,
LTJG Joe Fitzpatrick,
who served a 3.5-year Aviation Cadets Fitzpatrick and Russo at
Wesleyan College, Connecticut, in the spring
stint as a Navy pilot
of 1943.
during World War II
flying PB4Ys -- the Navy’s version of the B-24, which
only had one vertical stabilizer. Joe Jr. showed a page of
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Story and photos submitted by
Capt. Peter Vetters, USAF (Ret)

his father’s logbook that revealed that his father penetrated
the center of Hurricane named #4 a category 2 -- on Sept.
14, 1946. He also had his dad’s pilot license, issued by the
Civil Aviation Administration in 1946. It was still valid in
the mid-1980s. After the war, Joe’s dad requested to join the
regular Navy, but was denied because he wasn’t a university
graduate.
A page from LTJG Fitzpatrick’s log
book and his original pilot license
issued in 1946.
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Major Dubbe then relayed his experience in the Air
Force’s Skyhook Program. After he came back from his last
assignment in Vietnam, the Air Force sent out a message
that they needed volunteers for a “super-secret” mission. He
moved from Abilene, Texas, to Pope AFB, North Carolina,
and began test flights of the Fulton Recovery System. Dubbe
described the system as a series of “whiskers” mounted on
the front of a C-130 with 25 feet between the tips. When not
in use, they were moved back along each side of the nose.
Cables went from the nose to the wingtips with cutters. If
they missed the recovery, or lift line, the cable would be cut
to keep it from getting caught in the propellers.
A downed pilot would
send a radio signal to the
C-130. Once located, they
dropped a kit containing a
balloon, 1,000-foot lift line,
arctic survival suit with
parachute harness attached,
and cylinder of gas to inflate
the balloon. The EWO,
stationed behind the flight
deck bulkhead, would then
block radar missile sites
to protect the aircraft. The
downed pilot put on the
suit and inflated the balloon
attached to the end of the lift
Bob Dubbe demonstrating the Skyhook line. After flying a 20-minute
extraction process to 48th Flight.
pattern, the C-130 returned
at 750 feet above ground level to intercept the line and reel
in the pilot. From the top hatch, the navigator grabbed the
upper part of the line with a shepherd’s hook and cut off the
knot at the end of the line. The bottom, still attached to the
pilot, trailed under the C-130. In the cargo compartment,
the loadmasters retrieved the line and secured it to a winch.
Once notified by the loadmasters, the flight deck crew
released a trigger on the nose so the excess line could be
pulled through the trigger while the line was retrieving the
pilot. The operation took about seven minutes. Initially, the
payload went straight up for about 100 feet before trailing
the aircraft.
Dubbe said that initially the Air Force didn’t want to
send the system to Europe. But eventually they deployed
it to the 7th Air Commando Squadron and he made a few
trips to Denmark and Norway to demonstrate the system
capabilities.
Our October meeting also had a last-minute change in
program. Instead of a high school football coach talking to
us about Operation Toy Drop, Cadet Alex Cogbill, one of
the flight’s Daedalian Flying Training (DFT) scholarship
recipients for 2019 spoke about his recent training and solo
experience. His mother, Carrie, also attended the meeting.

Cadet Cogbill flew his initial solo flight at Moore County
Airport, North Carolina, on Sept. 28. Following some jitters
on his first pre-solo phase checkride, the instructors decided
that he needed a few more hours of instruction. The flight
officers agreed to split
the cost of his additional
training hours with his
parents.
LTC Dave Devendorf,
ARNG (Ret), presented
Alex with a flight coin
and awarded him his solo
jacket, which he proudly
showed off. Alex flew his
first night flight the night
before the meeting and said
he is now addicted. He also
thanked the flight for the
financial assistance and that
it took a great weight off his
parents’ shoulders. He said
this “great opportunity” set
Cadet Cogbill is congratulated by
him on the path toward a LTC Dave Devendorf, USA (Ret), after
receiving his solo flight jacket.
career in military aviation.
Colonel Devendorf also provided an update on the
Flight’s second 2019 DFT recipient, AFROTC Cadet
Charles Blum from NC State University. Cadet Blum had
13.4 hours to date and Lt. Col. Steve Borden USAF (Ret),
the 48th Flight’s DFT Project Officer, reported that training
was going well, but he would need one more sortie before
the pre-solo phase checkride. This would put him over the
15 hours allotted for the program by one hour and the flight
officers agreed to fund up to two additional hours, splitting
the cost with Blum.

Captain Vetters opened the November luncheon by inducting MAJ Bob Gates,
USA (Ret) into the Order.
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The flight’s annual November luncheon was held at
McKellar’s Lodge on Fort Bragg. Capt. Pete Vetters, USAF
(Ret) started the meeting by inducting MAJ Rob Gates, USA
(Ret), into the Order. Later, MAJ Mike Reid, USA (Ret)
introduced the guest speaker, Randy Kiddy, who taught
arctic survival in Alaska before retiring after 23 years in the
Army. He also hiked the Appalachian Trail BAREFOOT.
Kiddy declared that that was the way he grew up—off the
grid. He came from a military family, and spent eight years
in Newfoundland where his dad was the Command Master
Chief of the base. They lived in a cabin on a lake with no
electricity or running water and had a “four-eyed” wood
burning stove.
Kiddy saved his money and went to Frostburg State
University in Maryland for a degree in forestry, but after
working in coal mining
for one day for 10
hours and earning $25
he said, “it’s not for
me.” Living with his
grandparents at the
time, he was ready for
a change and wanted to
join the Navy.
The Navy recruiter
wasn’t available so the
Army recruited him
for four years with a
$25 bonus. His platoon

sergeant dubbed him “Forest Ranger.” After returning
stateside from an overseas tour, while sitting in the chief’s
office talking about hunting and fishing, the chief told him
that there was a job open in Alaska at the Donnelly Training
Area. Kiddy jumped at the chance and spent five years in
Alaska living in an 18 x 22-foot cabin with a compost toilet.
After returning to the lower-48, a friend took him to
Maine to walk the Appalachian Trail. Kiddy said that in
18 miles he wore out three pairs of moccasins. Though he
had brought leather for moccasins and had some bruises, he
walked the rest of the trail barefoot.
Kiddy explained that during one Thanksgiving, he
was given a suit and asked to play Mr. Kringle walking
around Macy’s. He helped a mother choose an appropriate
toy train for her son—remembering what he’d had as a
boy. Macy’s offered
him a job as the toy
department manager,
but he declined saying
he couldn’t live in New
York City. In 2014,
Randy was selected to
be America’s Santa for
the Spirit of Liberty
Foundation, a title he
still holds today.

Members of 48th Flight enjoyed listening to Randy Kiddy talk about his adventures living “off-thegrid” and how he became Macy’s Santa.

82nd (Willie) Flight
Chandler, Arizona

Our guest speaker for October was Flight 82 member Lt.
Col. Larry Brown, USAF (Ret). Larry flew the Lockheed
SR-71 back in his younger days and he walked us through
the training he endured, the extensive mission prep, and the
flying, including the tricky air-to-air refueling. Unofficially
known as the Blackbird, the SR-71 was a long-range,

SR-71 Blackbird
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Story and Photos submitted by
Col. Pat Dooley, USAF (Ret)

advanced, strategic reconnaissance aircraft. The first flight
took place on Dec. 22, 1964. The U.S. Air Force retired
its fleet of SR-71s on Jan. 26, 1990, but returned them to
service in 1995 until January 1997. Throughout its career,
the SR-71 remained the world’s fastest and highest-flying
operational aircraft.
In 1975, Larry graduated from pilot training at Williams
AFB, Arizona, and flew the F-4E with the 512th Fighter
Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, Germany. From 1980 to
1983, Larry was assigned to the 425th Fighter Training
Squadron as an instructor pilot in the F-5 at Williams AFB,
and graduated from the Navy adversary course at Top Gun
School, Miramar Naval Air Station, in 1982. Larry was also
a graduate student at Arizona State University, School of
Engineering. At the 425th, Larry was chief of Dissimilar
Aircraft Aerial Combat Training.
In 1985, Larry was selected for the SR-71 program, 1st
Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron, Beale AFB, California,

Flightline
where he flew over 100 classified operational missions from
various overseas locations. He also served as T-38 and SR71 instructor pilot and Assistant Operations Officer at the
1st SRS. In 1988, Larry served as operational member of
the accident board investigating the loss of an SR-71 off the
coast of the Philippines.
In 1990, Colonel Brown separated from active duty to
pursue a commercial flying career with American Airlines
while also serving in the Air Force Reserve as an admissions
officer for the Air Force Academy. In 2000, Larry retired
from the Air
Force
Reserve
and in 2011,
retired early as
a 767 Captain
from American
Airlines. While at
American, Larry
accumulated over
13,000 hours in
the Boeing 767,
757 and 737 as
captain or first
officer, and 2,000
hours as a DC-10
flight engineer.
Larry has over
18,000 hours of
Larry’s official USAF photo during his SR-71 days.

flight time in military and commercial aviation.
Larry had an amazing collection of photos and videos
that greatly added to his very interesting and entertaining
talk. One of the most amazing parts of the evening was his
description of having to make an emergency landing in
the SR-71 with a limited electrical system and no cockpit
lighting!
Our members and guests really enjoyed Larry’s
outstanding presentation about one of the most amazing
aircraft ever made.

No meeting is complete without a heartfelt thanks to our guest
speaker. MAJ Frank Stookey, USA (Ret), presented Colonel
Brown with a plaque.

22nd (Cascade) Flight
Tacoma, Washington

Story and Photos submitted by
CAPT Ray Copin, USCG (Ret)

The September 2019 meeting of Cascade Flight headlined
of which culminated in awards, his safety responsibilities
another fine program aimed at adding to the professional
extended to all Boeing piloted aircraft: the F-15, F-18,
development of active duty aviators, continuing that endeavor
Apache and Chinook helicopters and all commercial models
as a large part of our mission. We were privileged to hear
and variants.
a highly experienced military and civilian
During his Boeing career, Dave was a
aviator with more than 40 years as a pilot
leader in the development and implementation
speak in detail about several technical
of many safety enhancements. One of his
aspects of flying.
efforts was “Upset Recovery Training.”
After graduating from the Air Force
A derivative of this work is now an FAA
Academy and completing pilot training,
requirement for all commercial airline
Dave Carbaugh flew the T-37, T-38, F-5,
pilots.
F-15 and C-141 before becoming a pilot for
After retiring from Boeing, he has
Boeing for 29 years. With qualifications in
stayed involved in the worldwide effort
the 737, 747, 757, 767, 777, and 787 aircraft,
to prevent loss of aircraft control. Dave’s
he trained airline pilots worldwide, wrote
presentation to the flight with slides detailed
training materials and was assigned to head
the analysis of a fuel-icing-caused accident
flight operations safety programs. That’s Dave Carbaugh and Col. Robert Langford, by a British Airways aircraft after which he
not all. Among still other pursuits, many USAF, Commander, 62nd Operations Group provided “insider” insights into the recent
Daedalian Foundation 33

Flightline
much-publicized MCAS accidents of the 737 MAX. Much
of the talk was too technical to describe adequately in this
brief report. It would not be inaccurate to write “you should
have been there to listen and see.” The presentation ended
in a rich question and answer session with wing C-17 pilots
that continued in the 4th Airlift Squadron Heritage Lounge.
The November meeting was very, very special. A large
turnout of airmen and officers was privileged to be in the
company of and hear from an aviator warrior whose heroics
were rewarded by the nation with the Medal of Honor, COL
Bruce Crandall, USA (Ret.). Our flight leadership worked
with the 62nd Airlift Wing at McChord Field to time Colonel
Crandall’s appearance with a late afternoon break so that
the 4th Airlift Squadron auditorium could be filled with as
many active duty personnel as possible to meet with this
great American.
The introduction of our speaker cited briefly some of the
words in Colonel Crandall’s Medal of Honor citation and
other examples of his outstanding service and community
contributions after retirement from active duty. The Medal
of Honor citation begins with the stirring words, “For
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty…” In November1965,
during a fierce battle in the Ia Trang Valley, Vietnam, thenMajor Crandall piloted a helicopter and a wingman into intense
enemy fire many times in order to airlift wounded soldiers out
of harm’s way and deliver ammunition to soldiers fighting for
their lives. These few words cannot adequately describe the

Col. Robert Langford, USAF, 62nd Operationg Group Commander, got a rare
opportunity to stand next to Medal of Honor recipient, Colonel Crandall.

skill, bravery,
courage and
determination
that he and his
small crew and
others, enthused
and driven by
his leadership,
demonstrated
during these
missions. His
wingman was
also awarded
the Medal
of Honor.
Later during
a subsequent
Vietnam tour,
Major Crandall
again performed President George W, Bush presents the Medal of Honor
magnificently to U.S. Army Major Bruce P. Crandall in the East Room
of the White House, Monday, Feb. 26, 2007, for his
i n c a r r y i n g extraordinary
heroism as a 1st Cavalry helicopter flight
out dangerous commander in the Republic of Vietnam in November
missions, one
1965. White House photo by Paul Morse
of which ended (photo source: https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/)
with his serious combat-incurred injuries which hospitalized
him for half a year.
An engaging, very modest fellow, in his remarks Colonel
Crandall spoke proudly of having been stationed with the
Air Force early in his career. He flew mapping missions
over uncharted territory in Alaska, Libya and Panama. He
showed pictures of his spine, immobilized with metal from
top to bottom. He shared an interesting perspective of having
personally met Presidents George W. Bush, Barack Obama
and Donald Trump. He responded collegially to questions
from the audience, mentioning such experiences as having
been promoted to colonel 30 years after retirement from
active duty, serving as the starter for an Indianapolis 500 and
raising the “12” flag prior to a Seattle Seahawks game. These
are just a few examples of his moving interaction with our
members and guests.
Following the presentation, we moved to the squadron
Heritage Room for personal conversation with Colonel
Crandall. This venue also provided an opportunity for our
members to interact with active duty personnel.

This Medal of Honor does not belong to me. This medal belongs to every man and
woman who has ever served their country. We were doing what we were trained to do.
We were doing our job.

– LT Michael E. Thornton, USN (Ret)
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16th (Curtis E. Lemay) Flight
Offutt AFB, Nebraska

Story and photo submitted by
Lt. Col. Jim Maloney, USAF (Ret)

The Curtis E. LeMay Flight 16 held its annual scholarship
6. Cadet Parker Janicek, Univ. of Nebraska at Lincoln
awards luncheon on Nov. 20, 2019. Scholarships are
AFROTC Det. 465, was awarded the John Stewart Memorial
awarded to cadets intending to pursue a career as military
Scholarship.
aviators and candidates are rated on moral character,
7. Cadet Monica Quinones, Univ. of Nebraska at
patriotism, scholastic and military standing, physical
Lincoln AFROTC Det. 465, was awarded the Daedalian
condition and flight training aptitude.
Foundation Spencer Scholarship.
LeMay Flight members, cadet recipients, their families,
8. Cadet Benjamin Sager, Univ. of Nebraska at Lincoln
representatives from the ROTC Detachments, and
AFROTC Det. 465, was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
members of the Named Scholarship family were among
Special Category Scholarship.
the 68 participants who gathered at American Legion
9. Cadet Nicholas Sholz, Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha
Post 32 Hall in Papillion for the event. Flight Captain Lt.
AFROTC Det. 470, was awarded the Richard Hedge
Col. Golda Eldridge, USAF (Ret), began the meeting as
Memorial Scholarship.
normal with the invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, guest
10. Cadet Samantha Simoneau, Univ. of Nebraska at
introductions and associated toasts. After lunch was
Lincoln AFROTC Det. 465, was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay
served, the Order of Daedalian Video, “Who We Are” was
Flight Special Category Scholarship.
shown explaining the origin of the organization.
11. Cadet Kenneth Standman, Univ. of Nebraska at
LeMay Flight Scholarship Co-Chairmen Lt. Col. Jim
Omaha AFROTC Det. 470, was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay
Berg, USAF (Ret), then announced each scholarship
Flight Scholarship.
winner as they received their awards. Four special
12. Midshipman Adam Stiles, Univ. of Nebraska at
category awards were presented to cadet underclassmen
Lincoln Navy ROTC was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
while all cadets vied for five LeMay Flight Scholarships,
Scholarship.
four Named memorial scholarships, and a special Pilot
13. Cadet David Weed, Univ. of Nebraska at Lincoln
Training Class of 1949 Award. In addition, a National
AFROTC Det. 465, was awarded the Rod Hegarty Memorial
Daedalian Foundation Spencer scholarship and three
Scholarship and also received a matching award from the
matching National scholarships were also awarded. The
National Daedalian Foundation.
15 ROTC cadets were presented awards amounting to
14. Cadet Tomy Wilson, Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha
$14,000.
AFROTC Det. 470, was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
LeMay Flight’s Scholarship Program is one of the largest
Scholarship.
Daedalian Flight scholarship programs in the country. The
15. Cadet Michael Xiques, Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha
awards presented were:
AFROTC Det. 470, was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
1. Cadet Connor DeSimone, Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha
Special Category Scholarship.
AFROTC Det. 470, was awarded the
Bill Moses Memorial Scholarship and
also received a matching award from the
National Daedalian Foundation.
2. Cadet Robert Finch, Univ. of
Nebraska at Omaha AFROTC Det. 470,
was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
Scholarship.
3. Cadet William Gaura, Univ. of
Nebraska at Lincoln AFROTC Det. 465,
was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
Scholarship.
4. Cadet Lucas Heaton, Univ. of
Nebraska at Lincoln AFROTC Det. 465,
was awarded a Curtis E. LeMay Flight
Special Category Scholarship.
5. Cadet Ashley Jacobson, Univ. of Lemay Flight Scholars (L-R): Cadets Connor DeSimone, William Gaura, Lucas Heaton, Parker
Nebraska at Omaha AFROTC Det. 470, Janicek, Monica Quinones, Benjamin Sager, Samantha Simoneau, Nicholas Sholz, Midshipman
was awarded the Undergraduate Pilot Adam Siles, Cadets Kenneth Standman, David Weed, Tomy Wilson, and Michael Xiques. Cadets
Robert Finch and Ashley Jacobson were unable to attend.
Training Class 49C Scholarship.
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34th (S. P. Langley) Flight
Langley AFB, Virginia

At the November luncheon, Flight 34 welcomed Lt.
Col. Sam “Lucky” Tucker, USAF, (Ret), a former F-15E
Weapon Systems Officer who had a very interesting tale to
tell. Lucky and his pilot were involved in “Operation RED
DAWN,” the capture of Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.
Lucky is a University of Idaho graduate and was
commissioned in 1998. He attended Combat Systems
Officer school at Pensacola and was assigned to the F-15E.
His first assignment was Mountain Home AFB, Idaho, and
he had follow-on assignments to Seymour Johnson AFB,
South Carolina, and deployed multiple times to the desert
before retiring. He is currently working at Headquarters Air
Combat Command in the A3 Directorate.
Lucky started out with the standard “No ****, true story,
there I was…” On March 20, 2003, Coalition troops invaded
Iraq to oust dictator Saddam Hussein from power and free
the Iraqi people. Within three weeks, U.S. forces secured
Baghdad, but Hussein had escaped the capital city. A ninemonth hunt for the deposed president followed. The trail
to Hussein would be carefully developed by intelligence
professionals using human intelligence tradecraft and
detailed analysis techniques.
Operation RED DAWN was conducted on Dec. 13, 2003,
in the town of ad-Dawr, Iraq, south of Tikrit. The operation
was named after the 1984 film Red Dawn. The mission was
assigned to the 1st Brigade Combat Team of the 4th Infantry
Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno and
led by Col. James Hickey of the 4th Infantry Division, with
joint operations Task Force 121, an elite and covert joint
special operations team.
Lucky’s F-15E was conducting a routine air patrol
mission when it was diverted to support ground forces in
the area of ad-Dawr. The aircrew did not know they were
supporting the capture of Saddam Hussein as they provided
air cover and show of force passes over the suspected hiding
places. The Army teams searched two sites, “Wolverine 1”
and “Wolverine 2,” outside of ad-Dawr, but did not find
Hussein. A continued search between the two sites found
him hiding in a “spider hole” near his place of birth. Hussein
did not resist capture. It’s interesting to note that after the
teams failed to find Hussein at the Wolverine sites, they

Story and Photo submitted by
Col. Eric Theisen, USAF (Ret)

released Bloodhounds to track and lead them to Hussein’s
hiding site. A Glock 18C, an AK-47 and $750,000 in U.S.
bank notes were recovered from the site along with Hussein.
The ground team directed the F-15E to conduct a low
altitude, supersonic pass to disrupt any personnel around
the hide site. From the pictures of Hussein after the capture,
you can see the result of the supersonic pass from the blood
dripping out of his ears. Once the ground team captured
Hussein, they directed the F-15E to drop ordnance on a line
north of the capture site to prevent forces friendly to the
Hussein regime from entering the area. The F-15E had to
operate in a very constrained altitude block and successfully
prevented any Hussein regime forces from getting anywhere
near the capture site.
Once back at their base, the F-15E crew was met by
three black SUVs with various VIPs and base leadership.
The crew deplaned and were loaded into one of the black
SUVs. Not sure of their status and thinking they were in
great trouble, the base intel folks collected their audio and
video recordings and debriefed Lucky and his pilot. Their
performance in the operation was stellar and the crew was
lauded for their efforts. We thanked Lucky for taking the
time to tell us his amazing story!

(L) Lt. Col. Sam “Lucky” Tucker, USAF (Ret), and Lt. Col. Joe Barbare, USAF,
34th Flight Captain.

“Any idiot can get an airplane off the ground, but an aviator earns his keep by bringing it
back anytime, anywhere, under any circumstances that man and God can dream up.”
~ Walter Cunningham
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15th (Minuteman) Flight
Belmont, Massachusetts

On Oct. 24, 2019, Minuteman Flight was pleased to
present the certificate and flight jacket for completing
Daedalian Flight Training to AFROTC Cadet Keith
Palombo. He set a new standard for our DFT trainees
-- he was always on time, always well-prepared, and
exceptionally dedicated with his academic, AFROTC and
work demands.
We selected Keith in his sophomore year at the
University of Massachusetts at Lowell. He is studying for
a bachelor’s in mathematics. He carried a 3.55 GPA in this
difficult field, and has enhanced his college experience by
working at the Rigaku Corporation, a global company in
the forefront of analytical and industrial instrumentation
technology.
His first contact with the Air Force was as a AFJROTC
cadet in high school, where he decided that he wanted to
fly for the Air Force. He will meet a selection board in
his junior year, and we expect that with his high AFOQT
pilot rating and the DFT experience he will be selected. He
hopes to fly either the F-16 or the C-130 and would like to
become a test pilot.

Story and photos submitted by
Maj. Gen. Eric Nelson, USAF (Ret)

Flight 15 also recently presented an Egan Mentoring
Scholarship to AFROTC Cadet Andrew Griese. Andrew is
in his fourth year at MIT and is planning to finish in 2021
with a master’s degree in mechanical engineering. He has
a perfect 5.0 GPA so far and is a member of Tau Beta Pi
Engineering Honor Society.
Andrew was an undergraduate researcher in the
Aerospace Controls Lab and the Detection of Internally
Reflected Cherenkov Light Lab.
His performance is also notable on the football field as
MIT’s Varsity starting punter, and he was Special Teams
MVP in 2017.
He has been a standout in the AFROTC cadet wing
and serves as the executive officer, which gives him the
opportunity to serve as a liaison between the underclass
GMC (General Military Course) and the upperclass POC
(Professional Officer Corps). This semester, his first semester
as a POC, he is already serving in a leadership position as
the Force Support Squadron Commander. Cadet Griese also
excelled over the summer during AFROTC Field Training
by scoring in the top third of his entire encampment. He
also scored perfect 100s on his drill evaluation and Field
Training Manual tests.
Andrew is passionate to become a pilot and has great
role models in his family. His father is a retired USAF
colonel who flew F-16s, and his mother was an Air Force
legal officer. He plans on a career in the Air Force as well.
Andrew has logged 29 hours in light aircraft and looks
forward to the AFROTC rated selection board in the spring.
We wish him the very best in his studies and an Air Force
career, and we plan on supporting him for an additional
Egan mentoring scholarship next year.

Flight 15’s CDR Bob Jenney, USN (Ret) (left), and our very own ace instructor
pilot, Lt. Col. Dave Noones, USAF (Ret) (right), made the presentation to
Cadet Palombo.

Flight 15’s Maj. Gen. Eric Nelson, USAF (Ret), presented the Egan scholarship
to MIT AFROTC Cadet Andrew Griese. MIT AFROTC Operations Officer Maj.
Alicia Dimitruk, USAF, also attended.
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26th (Gateway) Flight
Belleville, Illinois

At our November meeting, the 26th Gateway Flight was
honored to welcome Michael Ehnatko as our guest speaker.
Michael served in the Army Air Force during World War
II, voluntarily enlisting before graduating from high school.
He was commissioned as a first lieutenant and served as a
bombardier/navigator, flying both the B-24 Liberator and
the new and little-known B-32 Dominator. After discharge
from the Army Air Force in 1946, he served 10 years in the
Air Force Reserve.
In civilian life, Michael served eight years in the
Pennsylvania State Highway Patrol in criminal investigation.
He later began a career in insurance, financial planning and
securities with The Banker’s Life Company of Des Moines,
Iowa (later known as the Principal Financial Group). He
took his last required Securities recertification examination
in 2014 at the age of 89, passing with flying colors. He
continued to serve long-time clients until the age of 92,
when he formally retired.
Michael was a big hit, and the members of the 26th
Gateway Flight really enjoyed his highly informative
presentation. Thanks again to Michael on a job well done!

Above, WWII veteran Michael Ehnatko spoke to 26th Flight during their
November lunch meeting. Below left, Lt. Ehnatko and his crew. Michael is
kneeling, front row far right. In the center photo below, Michael and his brother,
John, both served in WWII in different services. Below right, Col. Woody
Almind, USAF (Ret), Gateway Flight Captain, presented Michael Ehnatko with a
memento in honor of his service and for speaking to the flight.

38th (Longhorn) Flight
Austin, Texas

Our October meeting was held in the Commemorative
Air Force Officer’s Club at the San Marcos Airport on Oct.
5, 2019. Our speaker was Andy Macy, who is the project
officer for the C-47 “That’s All, Brother.” Its home is with
the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) at the San Marcos
Airport.
This airplane led the 800-ship formation that dropped
paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division and the
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Story and Photos submitted by
Col. Woody Almind, USAF (Ret)

Story and photos submitted by
Lt. Col. J. Robert Howard, USAF (Ret)

502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment behind the lines at
Normandy. For the Normandy drop, each squadron had one
radar plane.
There were over 10,000 C47s produced and the last
one was retired in 1974. In addition to dropping up to 28
paratroopers the aircraft could also tow two Waco gliders.
After an airfield in France was secured, the plane could
carry 14 stretchers bearing soldiers back to Britain.

Flightline
“That’s All, Brother”
were not painted. The
was used in Operations
stripes on the upper
DRAGON, MARKET
surfaces of airplanes
GARDEN, REPULSE,
at the forward bases in
and VARSITY. On this
France were removed.
last operation, it led
In
May
2019,
the last group of nine
“That’s All, Brother”
airplanes. Some patches
flew with 14 other
covering up battle
C-47/DC-3 aircraft to
damage are still visible
England for the D-Day
on the airframe. After
anniversary. They took
the war, it was used as
the classic ferry route
an executive aircraft, a
to
Newfoundland,
survey aircraft, and a
Greenland,
Iceland,
passenger aircraft. At
Scotland, and finally
one time, it was painted
Duxford, England. On
in Vietnam camo but
June 5th, “That’s All,
didn’t serve there. In
Brother” dropped 18
The restored “That’s All, Brother” that led the D-Day invasion flew over Normandy again in
about 1970, wheel
re-enactor paratroopers
June 2019.
covers were added
over Normandy. On
which increased its cruise speed by 10 knots.
June 6, 2019, she flew in a 12-ship formation over the
“That’s All, Brother” was eventually sold for scrap and
U.S. Cemetery in Normandy to close out the D-Day
later found in a boneyard in Wisconsin. When it was found,
commemoration and then continued on to Germany for the
the Air Force Museum and the Smithsonian didn’t need it,
70th commemoration of the Berlin Airlift before returning
and the CAF didn’t buy airplanes. Several weeks later, a
to France for the Paris Air Show. Of course, they had to
group of CAF benefactors purchased and paid for the 2.5drop Jelly Bellies while over Berlin.
year restoration. The plan was to restore the airplane to flying
Before departing for Europe, they stopped in New York
condition for the 75th D-Day anniversary. Invasion stripes
to fly up the Hudson and around the Statue of Liberty. They
were added without masking tape to look hand painted.
plan to do four tours every year to educate, inspire, and
NOTE: All the aircraft used in the invasion were painted
honor our service men. Rides are $249 per person. You can
three days before D-Day. Since the Germans didn’t have
reserve a seat at thatsallbrother.org/tour.
any four-engine airplanes in the area, our heavy bombers

At left, Flight Captain Lt. Col.
Ron Butler, USAF (Ret), presents
a High Flight plaque to Cadet
Kaitlin Fuqua.
At right, Vice Flight Captain Lt.
Col. Scott Stevens, USAF (Ret),
presents a flight jacket and High
Flight plaque to Cadet Seiler
Hess.
Congratulations to both of them.
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8th (Kitty Hawk) Flight
Goldsboro, North Carolina

At our October meeting, Lt. Col. Eric “Dorf” Ostendorf
gave a very interesting and detailed talk about the littleknown Air Force Reserve flying units at Seymour Johnson
-- the 414th Fighter Group and the 307th Fighter Squadron
Stingers. The units have about 300 Reservists and fly the
F-15E “Strike Eagle” to augment the 4th Fighter Wing in
producing qualified F-15E aircrew members.
Colonel Ostendorf is the ADO for the 307 FS and has
accrued over 3,000 hours flying the F-15E. Also attending
the meeting was the “4th FW Combat Pilot of the Year
for 2017,” Capt. Stephen “Ali” Keck. Captain Keck has
recently moved from the 336th FS Rocketeers to an be an
instructor with the 334th FS Eagles. We were also pleased
to learn that Col. Steve Pingel, USAF (Ret), is back in North
Carolina. Steve was previously the commander of the 335th
Fighter Squadron and the former vice commander of the 4th
Fighter Wing. Following a stint in the F-15E schoolhouse,
he was selected as an F-15E subject matter expert and
troubleshooter for Boeing out of St. Louis. He is now fully
retired and we are glad to have him and Linda back in North
Carolina.
At our November meeting, Col. Michael Parks gave a
very interesting and informative update on the status of the

Pictured left to right: Flight Captain Lt. Col. Jack Parker, USAF (Ret); Col.
Steve Pingel, USAF (Ret); Lt. Col. Eric Ostendorf, 307th FS ADO; and Capt.
Stephen Keck, 4th FW 2017 Combat Pilot of the Year.

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Bill Algaier, USAF (Ret)

KC-46A Pegasus Site
Activation Task Force
(SATAF) bed down
that is underway in the
916th Air Refueling
Wing. Colonel Parks
explained
that
the
916th ARW is the Air
Force’s only integrated
wing, comprised of
both the active duty
911th Air Refueling
Squadron and the Air
Force Reserve 77th Air
Refueling
Squadron.
The wing will transition
Col. Michael Parks, 916th ARW Vice
to a Reserve wing while
Commander, received a gift from Kitty
the SATAF bed down Hawk’s Flight Captain, Lt. Col. Jack Parker,
is underway. Because USAF (Ret), for providing an update on the
wing’s KC-46 timeline.
of the delay in getting
maintenance and tanker aircrews qualified in the new
tanker, as well as the lag in new aircraft deliveries, the
911th ARS KC-135 aircraft, aircrews and support will be
dispersed to other locations. The good news is that the plan
is for the 911th ARS to eventually be reconstituted as a KC46A unit in the 916th ARW and the wing will again become
integrated.
Colonel Parks was very explicit about details the tanker
force is coping with and gave a good rundown on current
problems that have held up Boeing’s delivery of the
new tankers. He talked about the boom operator’s depth
perception problems with the boom operator located in the
forward cockpit and having to rely on remote cameras. He
also explained how the problems are being worked and
solved. Colonel Parks’ thorough talk sparked a spirited
question and answer session. Of particular interest, Colonel
Parks was modeling the new “flight suit” for non-ejection
seat aircraft that has been approved for all services as a
money saving initiative. It is a two-piece flight suit, made
of fire retardant Nomex and has a survival knife pouch on
the left leg.

“When everything seems to be going against you, remember the airplane takes
off against the wind, not with it.”
- Henry Ford
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12th (Old Pueblo) Flight
Tucson, Arizona

On Dec. 5, 2019 members of the Old Pueblo Flight
and Tucson’s Air Force Association Chapter gathered for
their annual Christmas dinner and awards program held at
the Davis-Monthan AFB Community Center. This is the
premiere event of the year during which the next generation
of military aviators is encouraged with scholarships, today’s
outstanding flyers are recognized, and the Old Pueblo
Flight’s Volunteer of the Year is named.

2019 Pilot of the Year nominees (l to r) – Capt. Kyle Adkison, Maj. Daniel
Buchanan, Capt. Christopher Steenson

Once again in 2019 the 355th Wing nominated three
outstanding pilots for the Old Pueblo Flight’s Pilot of the
Year award. In keeping with the prestige ascribed to this
award, each of the nominees was introduced by a different
general officer member of the flight:
- Capt. Kyle “Metric” Adkison, 354th FS
- Introduced by Maj. Gen. Andrew Croft, 12th AF/CC
Captain Adkison has become a seasoned leader on the
ground and in the air. At home he is the 354th FS chief of
stan/eval. He spearheaded the squadron’s implementation of
a new Air Combat Command electronic flight bag program.
During a deployment to Afghanistan he and his wingman
executed the first short duration forward deployment of
A-10s. During a 10-hour window they scrambled multiple
times to support a dislocated special ops team. Using a
mix of ground alerts, rapid ground refueling, and ad hoc
tanker requests they cut response times by 50 percent. For
this mission he was nominated for the Distinguished Flying
Cross.
Captain Adkison’s DFC nomination reads:
Aug. 22, 2019, Afghanistan: Captain Adkison was tasked
to support a special ops force of more than 100 troops
spread across four different locations. During a four-hour
period, each of the friendly positions repeatedly came under
attack. Using his forward air controller training Adkison

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Jerry G. Bryant, USAF (Ret)

directed and deconflicted fixed wing and rotary wing assets
to cover the ground forces. On multiple occasions he and
his wingman employed 30 MM fire and GBU-38s at danger
close distances to eliminate enemy attacking within 30
meters of our forces. Result -- dozens of enemy killed, zero
friendly casualties. For this mission, Captain Adkison has
been nominated for the Distinguished Flying Cross.
- Maj Daniel “Bucky” Buchanan, 79th Rescue Squadron
- Introduced by Brig. Gen. Keith Connolly, USAF (Ret)
Major Buchanan, an instructor pilot in the 79th,
exemplifies the generation of military pilots we are blessed
with today who don’t just train and exercise -- they deploy
and fight, too. While deployed for Operation INHERENT
RESOLVE (OIR), he flew 28 combat missions and put
together the first HC-130J forward area refueling and
rearming point. This upgraded combat tactic transferred
5,000 pounds of fuel and 1,000 rounds of ammo to two
helicopters. He also ran a six-member rescue operations
center that ensured uninterrupted combat search and rescue
coverage for OIR. Earlier in 2019, while assigned to the
71st Rescue Squadron at Moody AFB, he forward deployed
as the fixed wing rescue liaison for Hurricane Florence
relief efforts.
- Capt Christopher “Apollo” Steenson, 42nd Electronic
Combat Squadron
- Introduced by Maj. Gen. Russ Violett, USAF (Ret.)
Captain Steenson is the stan/eval flight commander and
chief evaluator for the 42nd Electronic Combat Squadron.
He is key in ensuring that the Air Force’s only electronic
attack platform, the EC-130H Compass Call, has the
qualified pilot force needed for the 16th consecutive year of

Captain Adkison received a standing ovation when he was announced as the Old
Pueblo Flight’s Pilot of the Year winner for 2019. Pictured (L to R) Maj. Gen.
Andrew Croft, 12 AF/CC; Heather Adkison; Capt. Kyle Adkison; and Lt. Col.
Jerry G. Bryant, USAF (Ret), Old Pueblo Flight Captain.
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deployed operations. During his fifth combat deployment
he led a crew of brand-new aviators in Afghanistan. He
flew 11 combat sorties that provided electronic attack fires
shielding 2,000 coalition force members and contributing
to the destruction of the last ISIS stronghold. His deployed
squadron leadership selected him as the number one
company grade officer.
Next on the evening’s agenda, the Old Pueblo Flight’s
Scholarship Chairman, Lt. Col. Augie DeRosa, USAF
(Ret), introduced the ROTC commanders. Scholarships
from the Old Pueblo Flight totaling $2,500 were presented
to three deserving University of Arizona students who will
be pursuing aviation careers:

Lt. Col. Augie DeRosa,
USAF (Ret), presents
an Old Pueblo Flight
scholarship to Army
ROTC
Cadet Jaret Dasenbrock.

- Cadet Jaret Dasenbrock, Army ROTC
- Cadet Lianna Bush, Air Force ROTC
- Midshipman Kaitlin Clark, Navy ROTC
Col. Wally Saeger, USAF (Ret), President of Air Force
Association Chapter 105, presented an Air Force Association
scholarship to Cadet Neil Inman, AFROTC.
The Old Pueblo Flight also recognized one of its own,
CW4 Jim Ratley, USA (Ret), as “Flight Volunteer of the
Year.” Jim served as the flight’s Provost Marshal in 2019
and was active in recruiting new members. He was our
luncheon speaker in May presenting an excellent program
on his experiences as an Army CH-47 Chinook pilot and
his time as a Boeing test pilot after retiring from the Army.
The Old Pueblo Flight wishes to acknowledge the
support for our awards program provided by the 355th
Wing Public Affairs Office who sent A1C Jacob Stephens
as our photographer for the evening.

Col. Carlos Messer,
University of Arizona
ROTC PAS, presented
an Old Pueblo Flight
scholarship to AFROTC
Cadet Lianna Bush.

4th (National Capital) Flight
Ft. Myer, Virginia

Virgina Tech’s AFROTC Cadet
Djamila Lou and Bri. Gen. Chad
Manske, USAF (Ret), Flight Captain.

National Capital Flight’s
November meeting began
with the presentation of the
Maj. Gen. Joseph and Mrs.
Susan Brown Memorial
Scholarship Award to Cadet
Djamila Anastasia Lou, a
senior AFROTC cadet at
Virginia Tech. Cadet Lou
majors in nanoscience and
Russian with a minor in
military leadership. She
currently serves as the wing
executive officer in the corps
of cadets. A distinguished
graduate from field training, a
private pilot, and a published
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Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. John Wright, USAF (Ret)

researcher in the field of physics, Cadet Lou demonstrated
accomplishments worthy of our scholarship award. She
looks forward to embarking on her Air Force career. Our
November guest presenter, Col. Rebecca Sonkiss, 89th
Airlift Wing commander, congratulated Cadet Lou on her
exemplary collegiate career before her comments to the
flight.
Colonel Sonkiss’ dream of pursuing aviation began as
a third grader in Michigan. She wanted to fly the T-38
and drove her school counselors crazy with repeated
inquiries on when she could commence the United States
Air Force Academy application process. Her hard work
and perseverance earned the USAFA appointment.
While at USAFA, she was a Wings of Blue parachuting
team member and graduated with an engineering degree.
She completed pilot training at Laughlin AFB, Texas, and
was awarded an EC-130 ABCCC to Davis-Monthan AFB,

Flightline

Brig. Gen. Chad Manske, USAF (Ret), Flight Captain, and
Col. Rebecca Sonkiss, Commander, 89th Airlift Wing.

Arizona. She would later become the first female EC-130
aircraft commander.
Colonel Sonkiss was assigned to Creech AFB, Nevada,
as an RQ-1A/B instructor and evaluator pilot during 9/11.
She represented the RQ-1 in the Combined Air Operation
Center and saw the risks taken to rapidly advance the
tactical employment of this new weapon system against
the perpetrators and enablers of those horrific attacks.
Although she enjoyed the EC-130 ABCCC and RQ1A/B, piloting the C-17A was her true aviation love. She
served as the commander of the 15th Airlift Squadron,
Charleston AFB, South Carolina, and as commander,
62nd Airlift Wing, Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Washington. Colonel Sonkiss detailed the tremendous
airlift capabilities of the C-17A. Nine deployed C-17s
to the 817th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron (EAS) at
Incirlik AB, Turkey, or the 816th EAS at Al Udeid, Qatar,
can transport one-half of all intra-theater cargo. One C-17
can make stops at six forward operating bases, transport
240,000 pounds of cargo and medevac a critical care
patient back to Germany in a day. Quite an impressive
feat!

Between two of her C-17 assignments, Colonel
Sonkiss served as Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)
career field manager at the Pentagon. In this capacity, she
worked staffing issues for personnel operating Remotely
Piloted Aircraft (RPA). Ten years later while serving as
vice commander of the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing,
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, she met an MQ-9 pilot on
the ramp in Kandahar excited to be in theater, in the RPA
career field, and ready to employ the MQ-9. She found it
rewarding to see the fruition of hard work sown a decade
prior as the UAS career field manager.
As the commander, 89th Airlift Wing, Colonel Sonkiss
leads the team responsible for the blue and white aircraft
expertly conducting special air missions that enable
our nation’s leaders to conduct America’s business and
diplomacy abroad.
Col. Philip Pastino, currently serving as the United
States Marine Corps Chair at the National War College,
was the guest speaker at our December holiday meeting.
Colonel Pastino provided some lessons learned over a
29-year career that included every qualification and
designation in the UH-1N/Y, command and staff positions
across all elements of the Marine Air Ground Task force,
and distinguished graduate of the Air War College with a
master of strategic studies.
His first lesson learned covered the various teaching
styles of pilot training instructors. We are all familiar
with the gruff, screamer types as well as the other
instructors that students gravitate towards because
of their approachable demeanor or their combat
accomplishments. He discussed how as a young pilot
training student on an initial flight with the “screamer” of
the IP cadre, he disconnected his comms to feign cockpit
communication problems and effectively changed the
teaching method of that instructor towards him.
After pilot training, his first duty assignment put
him in a squadron with pilots with combat experience
in DESERT STORM and Somalia. These pilots wanted
to make training realistic to simulate what to expect
in combat. Positive instructor demeanor and realistic
training were two themes Colonel Pastino took from his
initial assignments and strived to implement throughout
his flying career.
The second lesson occurred when he was a squadron
commander and his squadron lost a crew attached to
another unit. Despite the loss, the squadron would need
to continue to train. Colonel Pastino asked each crew on
the schedule the next day to conduct introspection and
determine if they could fly the sortie. Colonel Pastino
was scheduled to fly as copilot for an aircraft commander
in the squadron. That individual came to him and said
that he would not be able to fly the sortie. Colonel Pastino
admitted that he also would not be able to fly since he had
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gotten no sleep that night due to the notification of the
mishap.
Finally, he discussed a lesson learned from his
command billet with Marine Aircraft Group 49. This was
a geographically separated group with 11 subordinate
commands in seven states. In such a situation, Colonel
Pastino decided to spend more time at the commands
requiring additional oversight. When visiting a command
that was doing well, he sensed some tension. There were
some ruffled feathers over the allocation of his time
across the various units in the group. Colonel Pastino
told this officer that he was excelling in the command
billet which allowed more time and effort for shoring up
other parts of the group. This represented a good lesson
that commanders needed to remind their subordinates
when they were “crushing it!”
The evening culminated with the White Elephant gift
exchange. There were many gifts and frequent exchanges
as those in attendance took advantage of “trading up” for
someone else’s already opened gift. A jar of pickles was

amongst the assorted collection of gifts and even the
pickles were exchanged once!

Col. Philip Pastino. USMC Chair National War College, shared some of his
leadership lessons learned during his 29-year career.

2nd (Stinsons) Flight
JBSA-Randolph, Texas

Story submitted by
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
Photo by Lt. Col. Bill Ercoline, USAF (Ret)

Stinsons Flight members enjoyed two traditional
also an aviation pioneer in his own right, particularly in
December events. First was the annual Christmas reception
instrument flying; he was the co-author of the U.S. military’s
at the Parr Club on JBSA-Randolph. Members gathered for
first instrument flight manual. Stinsons Flight is proud to
food, holiday cheer, and camaraderie. We were pleased to
champion the rich aviation heritage in San Antonio.
host many of the Headquarters staff
members: friend of the flight and
Executive Director Maureen DeFelice,
Daedalian member and Flyer Editor
Col. Debbie Landry, USAF (Ret),
Program Manager Kristi Cavenaugh,
Facilities Coordinator Lucia SanchezAldana, and Membership Coordinator
Krystal Torres.
In mid-December we met at
Stinson Airport to commemorate the
Wright Brothers’ first flight on Dec.
17, 1903, and to honor the pioneering
aviation family for whom our flight is
named. We presented a floral wreath
at the flight’s monument to Katherine,
Marjorie, Eddie, and Jack Stinson,
which was designed by the founder of
the flight, Col. Carl Crane. Carl was A group of Stinsons Flight Daedalians gathered in December 2019 to commemorate the Wright Brothers’ first
flight in 1903. Here they are formed around the flight’s monument to the Stinson family.

44 Daedalus Flyer Spring 2020

Flightline
62nd (Fighter) Flight
Las Vegas, Nevada

These
last
few months have
seen our flight
take part in three
recurring events.
We held our
October meeting
at the Aviation
Academy that is
part of Rancho
High School in
Las Vegas. This
has become an
Fighter Flight Daedalians mentored students at the
annual
event
Rancho High School Aviation Academy in October
for our flight as
2019.
we continue to
offer scholarships to assist with the cost of flight school.
Students listened intently as Daedalians offered advice and
shared war stories. Lt. Col. Joshua Williams, the UNLV
AFROTC commander, also attended and spoke of college
opportunities.
In November, Flight Adjutant Lt. Col. Denny Schaan,
USAF (Ret), drove his 1944 tractor in the Veteran’s Day
parade. He pulled a trailer full of local Daedalians and River
Rats through town on a sunny day.
In December, we returned to the Nellis AFB Club for
our annual Christmas party in conjunction with the local
River Rats Pack and Air Force Association chapter. Over
70 members and guests attended. The highlight of the night
was the singing of Christmas carols by the quartet known
as “Starfire.”

Denny Schaan and his tractor with local Daedalians and River Rats in tow at the
2019 Veteran’s Day Parade.

Starfire entertained Fighter Flight members and guests in December 2019. They
sang Christmas carols to get everyone in the holiday spirit.

51st (Chennault) Flight
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana

The Chennault Flight, Barksdale AFB, had another
great quarter of camaraderie and fellowship with top-notch
speakers!
October kicked off with an after-hours visit to the
Barksdale Global Power Museum. Ms. Amy Russell, the
director of the museum, gave us a behind-the-scenes tour.
She even put on the white archivist gloves and pulled out
the WWI journal from the base namesake, Lt. Eugene
Hoy Barksdale. Barksdale was a WWI ace; sadly he was
killed after the war parachuting from a test O-2 aircraft at
Dayton, Ohio. Ms. Russell also shared the journal of Lt.
Claude McCrocklin, a B-24 navigator and WWII POW in a

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Andrew Dembosky, USAF (Ret)

Story and Photos submitted by
Col. Dale Boggie, USAF (Ret)

German Stalag. He was an amazing artist who captured his
experiences in words and drawings.
In November, Lt. Gen. Tom Jones, USAF (Ret)
entertained us with his perspective as a deployed commander
of the 332 AEW in Southwest Asia. He explained why it
was his favorite command, and why deployed units have
resources to quickly build amazing facilities to support the
Airmen down range. This was also our first dinner in the
new Barksdale “Buff Center.”
For our Christmas dinner with our spouses, Col. Craig
Ramsey, Commander of the AF Nuclear Command, Control
and Communications Center at Barksdale AFB briefed us
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on his unit’s mission and their challenges. Colonel Ramsey
is a career missileer and former vice commander of the 91st
Missile Wing at Minot AFB. His unit is modernizing the
radios and computers which connect the President to the
bombers, tankers, E-4 “Doomsday plane”
and ICBMs, aka “The Button!” It is really
a lot more complicated than one button,
and we’re glad they’re working hard on
improving these communications systems!

Flight Captain Lt. Col. “Hopper” Duhon and
Lt. Gen. Tom Jones, USAF (Ret)
Flight Captain Lt. Col. “Hopper” Duhon and
AFNC3C/CC Col. Craig Ramsey.

13th (San Diego) Flight
San Diego, California

San Diego Flight 13 completed a successful fall program
with a unique lineup of speakers.
In October our speaker, David Nils Larson, chief of the
flight crew branch at NASA and program manager of the
X-59 program, gave an excellent presentation about the
sonic boom research NASA has done in the past, what they
The X-59 QueSST
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Ms. Amy Russell was “mugged” by Flight
Captain Lt. Col. “Hopper” Duhon after giving
a very enlightening tour of the Barksdale
Global Power Museum in October 2019.

Story and photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Dave Barnett, USAF (Ret)

are currently doing, and how the X-59 QueSST fits into
their research. He also discussed the development of the
X-59 aircraft which will be used in testing the “Quiet” sonic
boom research.
The X-59 QueSST (Quiet Supersonic Transport) is
an experimental supersonic aircraft being developed
for NASA’s Low-Boom Flight Demonstrator program.
Preliminary design started in February 2016, with the X-59
scheduled for delivery in late 2021 for flight tests in 2022.
It should cruise at Mach 1.42 and 55,000 feet, creating a
sound about as loud as a car door closing, instead of a sonic
boom.
In November, CAPT Steve Murray, USN (Ret), gave
a “Moon to Mars” presentation about the development of
the NASA Space Launch System, how it’s impacted by
commercial space suppliers, and how lunar operations
will feed into a Mars landing program. Steve is a former
F-14 squadron commander and now a NASA Solar System
Ambassador where he gives presentations to interested
groups about NASA, aerospace, and astronomy topics.

Flightline
Sustained human presence on Mars remains both a
national and international science goal. All plans for Mars
missions, however, are based on first achieving a solid
foundation of human operations on and around the Moon.
NASA’s plans for a lunar return will likely mature in the
next decade. These programs are made more dynamic than
earlier NASA efforts with the addition of very competitive,
fast-moving commercial alternatives.

For our Christmas meeting, we invited our wives to join
us for a great presentation by Barbara Schultz, the author of
several books related to aviation history.
She talked about her book
Flying Carpets, Flying Wings,
a biography about the notable
aviator Moye W. Stephens, his
friends, and his achievements.
From 1930 to 1932, Moye flew
author Richard Halliburton
around the world in a Stearman
named the Flying Carpet. In
1939, Moye joined Northrup
Corporation where he flew
several prototypes including
the Flying Jeep (N1-M).
Moye’s biography spans nearly
80 years of aviation history.

52nd (George Davis) Flight
Lubbock, Texas

Forgive me if I brag a little, but the George Davis Flight
is very proud of all we do to advance the tenets of the
Daedalians. Although a small flight (some 30 members, not
all active), every year we give the full $2,000 for matching
scholarships to members of the local Texas Tech AFROTC
detachment, and we usually have an Egan Scholar as well.
Every year we sponsor an event in which we provide smallairplane flights to every member of the freshman class of
AFROTC cadets to help motivate them to seek an aviation
career. Sometimes iwe are able to get the word to Army
cadets headed for an aviation career track we include them.
We are nearly always able to provide these flights one-onone, so the cadets get a little stick time—a new experience
for most.

Friend of the Flight Dain Guetersloh and a cadet taxi out in his F-1 Rocket.

On Oct. 9th, 2019, with the help of some members
who own airplanes, Friends of the Flight, and even some
assistance from the local EAA chapter, we flew 51 freshman

Story and photo submitted by
Lt. Col. Robert “Mac” Staples, USAF (Ret)

cadets. Everyone was
having such a good time
that we also gave flights
to approximately 20 more
senior cadets. After flying,
we sponsored a dinner for
everyone involved. This
year during the dinner
our Flight Captain, Dr.
Col. Larry “Warbird”
Warmoth, ANG (Ret)
presented
scholarship Flight Captain, Colonel Warmoth presents a
checks to this year’s scholarship check to an AFROTC cadet.
winners.
On 5 December, we held our annual Christmas Dinner.
We don’t regularly hold events which include wives, but
it’s always fun when we do. This dinner was dedicated to a
highly respected member of our flight who recently passed
away: Col. Ken Hite, USAF (Ret). Ken joined the Army
before the end of WWII, then attended West Point where he
graduated in 1951. He flew the F-86 in combat in Korea in
the same squadron as our flight’s namesake, then the F-105
in Vietnam. His older brother, Robert, who passed on a
couple of years ago flew on the Doolittle Raid over Tokyo.
Ken was one of our most honored, liked and respected
members and we will miss him very much.
You can read Ken’s full amazing obituary at https://www.

combestfamilyfuneralhomes.com/memorialpage.
asp?id=2782).
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Newest Founder Spotlight highlights
Brig. Gen. Kenneth N. Walker

Kenneth Newton Walker – Daedalian Founder
Member #634 – was an air power advocate, a man
driven by his convictions, an officer who believed in
taking care of his people.
In August 1941, he and three other Daedalians
– Lt. Col. Harold L. George, Maj. Haywood S.
“Possum” Hansell Jr. and Maj. Laurence S. Kuter
– would create the Air War Plan in only nine days.
AWPD-1 outlined a strategic bombing campaign and
projected the aircraft needed to defeat key enemy
target sets. The plan proved to be invaluable for our
national defense.
General Walker’s last mission was as an observer
aboard the B-17F San Antonio Rose on Jan. 5, 1943.
The plane took off from Port Moresby, the capital of
Papua New Guinea, on a daytime bombing mission
against Japanese shipping at Rabaul, New Britain.
There were six B-17s in the 12-bomber formation;
two were lost. The San Antonio Rose was never
recovered.
There is much more to the story of General Walker.
His son, Doug, who is a Hereditary Life Member, has
provided us with cherished photos, documents and
other related information. While there are enough
items to fill an entire website, we’ve taken some
of them and created a Founder Spotlight on the
daedalians.org website. Select “Programs” from the
top menu bar, then click on “Daedalian Heritage” in
the dropdown menu.

Walker (right), then a major and commanding officer of the 9th Bombardment
Squadron at March Field, California, stands with Lt. Col. Clarence L. Tinker in 1936.

General Walker (center) was commanding officer of the 11th Bombardment Squadron at Langley Field, Virginia, in 1925.

48 Daedalus Flyer Spring 2020

Flight Info
MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!
FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249, or telephone (210)
945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org.

NORTH EAST
4th (NAT’L CAPITAL)
15th (MINUTEMAN)
42nd (FIRST STATE)
43rd (GARDEN STATE)
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

national.capital.flight4@gmail.com...............................................Ft. Myer, VA
cbhma@me.com.............................................................................Belmont, MA
robert.drye.2@us.af.mil.....................................................................Dover, DE
c/o Dan Todd, 21 Northumberland Dr......................Eastampton, NJ 08060-3297
curtislg@fairpoint.net ..............................................................Portsmouth, NH
SOUTH EAST

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS)

foundersflight@gmail.com.....................................................Montgomery, AL
garyb47@garrettc.com.............................................................Cocoa Beach, FL
PO Box 10001......................................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
mdenkler31@gmail.com..............................................................Pensacola, FL
P O Box 65796...................................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665
PO BOX 6554...............................................................Warner Robins, GA 31095
jfoster@flygpt.com.............................................................................Biloxi, MS
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com.............................................Fayetteville, NC
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net...........Lake Park, GA
redunbar@cox.net..............................................................Ft. Walton Beach, FL
70thflt@gmail.com............................................................................Sumter, SC
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com..................................................Columbus, MS
droach@sc.rr.com......................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC
skip.sanders@us.af.mil............................................................Panama City, FL
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com...............................................Enterprise, AL
flight102atl@gmail.com.............................................................Woodstock, GA

11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS
SKYHAWKS)

falconflight11@gmail.com................................................Colorado Spring, CO
wwise364@comcast.net; jeffroy46@comcast.net...........................Aurora, CO
c/o Maj. Jack Schnurr, 1174 Vasi Way............................................North Pole, AK
goodellwf@comcast.net..................................................................Tacoma, WA
pminersprint@msn.com..............................................................Clearfield, UT
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net.............................Spokane, WA
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com........................................................Cheyenne, WY
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way....................................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr......................................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive....................Bozeman, MT 59715

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)

travisdaedalians@outlook.com.....................................................Fairfield, CA
dvdbock@verizon.net................................................................Hawthorne, CA
OldPueblo12@gmail.com.................................................................Tucson, AZ
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com.........................................................San Diego, CA
fharsany@comcast.net..........................................................Albuquerque, NM
arnichols10@gmail.com....................................................................El Paso, TX

NORTH WEST

SOUTH WEST

kurt.raffetto@reagan.com............................................Sacramento, CA
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net...................................................Riverside, CA
larryking381@comcast.net........................................................Merced, CA
not_alone78@hotmail.com........................................................Wheatland, CA

56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON)

PO Box 424................................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com...................................................................Las Vegas, NV
patretta@wbhsi.cm..................................................................Chandler, AZ
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.........................Clovis, NM 88101

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

flt9membership@gmail.com......................................................Dayton, OH
homarice@gmail.com.............................................................Rapid City, SD
lemayflight16@gmail.com..........................................................Omaha, NE
john.almind.1@us.af.mil...........................................................Belleville, IL
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE..................Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134..........................................................Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon..............................................................Wichita, KS 67226

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY)
60th (FLYING TIGER)
63rd (APOLLO)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP)
103rd (FORT HOOD)

stinsons.flight@gmail.com..................................................San Antonio, TX
23flight@gmail.com..............................................................Fort Worth, TX
texomaflight@gmail.com...................................................Wichita Falls, TX
rbutler456@aol.com.....................................................................Austin, TX
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com........................................Little Rock, AR
WileyPostFlight46@cox.net..........................................Oklahoma City, OK
chennaultflight@gmail.com.................................................Shreveport, LA
4501 62nd St..........................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414
Lt Col ScottAllison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307............LaughlinAFB, TX 78840
c/o Lt. Col. Charles Tosten, joe@lodrige.com.........................Alexandria, LA
ApolloFlightHouston@gmail.com............................................Houston, TX
PO Box 277.............................................................................Altus, OK 73522
PO Box 154567........................................................................Waco, TX 76715
P O Box 9012...........................................................................Enid, OK 73705
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane......................Harker Heights, TX 76548

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012

28th (ALOHA)

rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com........................................................Honolulu, HI

Virtual Flight

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC

HQ Contact Information:
Daedalians—P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249
Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org
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Eagle Wing

Lt. Col. Les Leavoy Honor Circle
Mr. Laird Leavoy

ACE OF ACES
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

DOUBLE ACE

TRIPLE ACE

Maj. Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)
Col. William R. Stewart Jr., USAF (Ret)
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

ACE
Maj. Phillip C. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Roger N. Anderson Sr., USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. “Andy” Andreson, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary C. Christensen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula, USAF (Ret)
Col. Russel A. Everts, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William E. Gifford, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neill R. Gruver, USAF (Ret)
Col. Eric E. Hastings, USMC (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.
Mr. James Michael Herrin
Lt. Col. Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Col. Watt G. Hill, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. James W. Brown III, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Roger E. Carleton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles Cheever, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John MacLennan, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Ann Lisa Piercy, USAF
Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

Col. Douglas A. Joyce, USAF (Ret)
Col. Raymond B. Kleber, USAF (Ret)
Col. Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
COL Daniel Meyers, USA (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Nelson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Teresa Marné Peterson, PhD, USAF (Ret)
Col. David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Daniel E. “Stump” Sowada, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Martin J. Stuart
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
Maj. Allan D. Will, USAF (Ret)

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS
Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)
Col. Paul A. Bergerot, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Brandon C. Carter, USAF
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Brig. Gen. Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Thomas Gorry, USAF

Mr. Laird Leavoy
Lt. Col. Christopher F. Nevins, ANG (Ret)
CW4 Jerry D. Ostrem, USA (Ret)
Col. Normal P. Phillips, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
Lt. Col. Karl A. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John & Catherine Wright, USAF (Ret)

The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who contribute to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators. We
recently updated our procedure for recognizing all donors. This new process has allowed us to identify past contributions
and give more recognition to those who support our mission. Thank you to all of our generous donors.
Qualfications for each level are (cumulative totals):
Leavoy Honor Circle $50,000+ -- Ace of Aces $20,000+ -- Triple Ace $15,000+ -- Double Ace $10,000+
Ace $5,000+ -- Wing Commander Exemplar $2,000+ -- Wing Commander $1,000+ -- Squadron Commander $750+
Flight Leader $500+ -- Element Leader $250+ -- Pilot $100+
Mail gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing, PO Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249.
Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”
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The following contributors have given donations
which raised them to the next level.

Eagle Wing

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR
Col. Michael W. Bertz, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William D. Croom, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard L. Frassato, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Mary Grulli, CIV
Gen. John P. Jumper, USAF (Ret)

Col. Keith H. Lewis, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert J. McCormick, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William L. Moore Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. James B. Randels, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael L. Rogers, USAF (Ret)

WING COMMANDER
Maj. Gen. Susan Y. Desjardins, USAF (Ret)
Col. John B. Gibbs, USAF (Ret)
Col. Samuel R. Johnson, USAF
Lt. Gen. George D. Miller, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Terry J. Newton, USAF (Ret)

Col. Henry M. Reed, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Monica R. Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Eric E. Theisen, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald A. Walbrecht, USAF (Ret)
Col. David T. Wolcott, USAF (Ret)

SQUADRON COMMANDER
Maj. Bruce A. Allen, USAF
Lt. Col. Paul F. Bridges, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Lee A. Denson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert W. Finley, USAF (Ret)
Maj. John G. Merry, USAF (Ret)

Col. Wendell H. Shawler, USAF (Ret)
Col. Edward L. Uher, USAF (Ret)
Col. James P. Verstreate, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James F. Wooddell, USAFR (Ret)

FLIGHT LEADER
Mr. Michael D. Ashton
Col. William R. Austin, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Anthony P. Bevacqua, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. David D. Chestnut, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert W. Coburn, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James G. Codling, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ronald I. Cowger, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert C. Ettinger, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Gregory A. Feest, USAF (Ret)
Col. James M. Greer, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Haines Gridley, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Bruce D. Hacker, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Charles F. G. Kuyk, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard A. Peters, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Harvey E. Peterson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Richard V. Reynolds, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles C. Russell, USAF (Ret)
COL Paul M. Severance, USA (Ret)
Col. Homer C. Smith Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Rondall H. Stull, USAF (Ret)
Col. George P. Summers, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald A. Sutton, USAF (Ret)

ELEMENT LEADER
COL Sidney William Achee, USA (Ret)
Col. Robert C. Barlow, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Owen T. Brewer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Garnett C. Brown, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jeff Cain, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Bruce Carlson, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Brandon Craig Carter, USAF
Maj. Gen. Francis C. Gideon Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. John M. Henderson, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Philip L. Holt, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. David Lawson, USAF
Col. Dennis R. Littrell, USAF (Ret)
Col. Scott E. Manning, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary S. Sakuma, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Cullen H. Shiffrin, USAF
Lt. Col. Billy M. Washam, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald J. Young, USAF (Ret)
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Eagle Wing
PILOT
Capt. Douglas M. Boston, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James B. Boydstone, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert E. Bryan, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James W. Burman, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. George L. Castle, USAF (Ret)
Capt. James P. Collins, USAF
Col. Charles C. Crabb, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Paul M. Cunningham, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald L. Curtis, USAF (Ret)
Col. James L. Destout, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Justin R. Eccles
Maj. Gen. John R. Farrington, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Benjamin F. Folsom, USN (Ret)
Mr. Bradley Gaylord
Col. Todd P. Harmer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Raymond G. Healy, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. John W. Jaacks, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Charles E. Jones, USAF (Ret)
Col. Dennis W. Kullander, USAF
Maj. A.Scott Marrone, USAF
Col. Wade E. McRoberts, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Monroe Moran Jr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ira S. Rager, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William T. Senn III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Vincent H. Sharp, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Alton Henry Sissell, USAF
Col. Michael William Smith, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Norman D. Stoddard, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Carolyn Stull
Col. William J. Wade, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Roger C. Wilcox, USAF (Ret)
Col. Dwight F. Wilson, USAF (Ret)

A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be found on the Daedalian website.

Mark your calendars for 2020 Annual Meeting
Make your plans now to attend the Daedalian Annual
Meeting on Friday, May 1, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. at the Parr
O’Club, JBSA-Randolph, Texas. In addition to the meeting,
we’ll have a guest speaker at lunch. Retired Air Force Brig.
Gen. Charles (Chuck) P. Cabell Jr. will speak about his father,
the late Gen. Charles P. Cabell, who served as an observer
during the British “Blitz” and was chief of Hap Arnold’s
advisory council. General Cabell is a Daedalian and his father
was a Life Member.
We hope you’ll also join us for an open house at Daedalian
HQ the day before the meeting (April 30) beginning at 3
p.m. We are also arranging golf at Randolph Oaks for those
interested in playing a round after the meeting/lunch.
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In addition to the business sessions at the annual meeting, flights and
individuals will be recognized and rewarded for the outstanding work
accomplished throughout 2019. In 2018, Shangri-La Flight received
the Loren and Randy Spencer Recruiting Scholarship from Maj. Gen.
Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret). Representing Flight 21 was CAPT Mike
Denkler, USN (Ret).

The Best Speech...that was never heard

Special Section

By: Col. Howard Barnard, USAF (Ret)
The recent articles by Maj. Gen. Perry Smith have reminded me of a great story. I worked for General Smith in Fighter
Plans (XOXFT) in the Pentagon in the early 1980’s. Later in the mid-’80s, I commanded an A-10 squadron, the 356th TFS
Green Demons at Myrtle Beach AFB, South Carolina, and so begins this tale!
I had a typical mid-’80s fighter squadron, short on any fighter experience and full of bachelor lieutenants. I had six Air
Force Academy graduates in the squadron all in the same class. One of my lieutenants went to Texas A&M on a rodeo
scholarship. We also were blessed with a RAF exchange officer, who drove on the base for the first time after coming
direct from England to South Carolina and the marquee at the front gate said, “Free Shag Lessons tonight at the Officer’s
Club.” In case you might not know, the Shag is the state dance in South Carolina and the “F” word in England; he turned
to his spouse and said, “I think we are really going to like it here!”
The squadron had wartime taskings in Europe, SW Asia and SE Asia. We were training to operate the A-10 at very
low altitudes without all the magic of the current A-10s. Low time pilots with limited experienced supervision made for
a challenging environment. Mid-way through my two-year command, the wing had lost four aircraft and their pilots. We
also had the wing commander, the deputy director for operations and the command structure for an entire fighter squadron
relieved of command.
Well obviously in response to this it was time to have a squadron dining-in. We reserved the club and asked General
Smith to come be our dining-in speaker. He graciously accepted our invitation. We had an amazing evening, a delightful
meal, a superb speaker, and retirement to the adjoining ball room for games of skill and cunning. Carrier qualification
(both day and night) on a beer slicked tabletop, etc. and for the final event, the lights were dimmed and a spotlight was
shining on the chandelier with an envelope attached with a $100 bill inside. The mess was divided into flights and the only
rule was there were no rules. It was an amazing night; late in the evening, the wing commander left to oversee one of the
other squadron’s night time deployment to Europe in his mess dress.
I made only one minor mistake as president of the mess. By the time I was sent to the hog troth (A-10 mess grog
bowl), the majority of the squadron had been sent there multiple times. Needless to say our hog troth was pretty much
100% alcohol and by the time General Smith got up to deliver his remarks most of the squadron’s hearing was impaired!
A couple weeks later we got a nice letter from General Smith thanking us for the opportunity to speak. He also included a
copy of his speech to place on our bulletin board in case some of us might have missed it.
Colonel Barnard retired with over 5,000 hours mostly in single-seat fighters and has over 2,000 hours in the A-10. He
also is a Master Parachutist with 85 jumps. He held every command position in a fighter wing.

AMP is here!
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Don’t forget to update your
address with us. We get several
Flyers returned due to members
moving and the forwarding order
expired. Help us keep you on the
subscription list. Send an email to
communications@daedalians.org
or call 210-945-2111.

HE

Random thought from the Editor: You may ask yourself, “why isn’t
Flightline in numerical order?” I put the submissions in random
order for two reasons; first, I try to use them in the order received;
second, to keep everyone reading instead of only looking for news
from a particular flight. Now you know ... happy reading!

The Daedalians Aviator Mentoring
Program (AMP) is up and running.
Young aspiring men and women
who are either unsure of what
their future goals are or perhaps
how to achieve them are looking
for mentors With the vast and
varied experiences of Daedalians
at our disposal, our goal is to
encourage young people to pursue
careers as military aviators, plus
assist current military aviators
in their career development and
progression.If you know someone
who would like a mentor, send an
email to
communications@daedalians.org
or call 210-945-2111.
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In Memoriam

Headquarters received notification of the following Daedalians who have taken
their final flight.
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.

Lt. Col. Phillip H. Ambs, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jerome A. Baak, USAF (Ret)
Col. David M. Baird, USAF (Ret)
Col. Richard J. Beland, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Arland H. Bishop, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ruben G. Bork, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Edmund Z. Bratkowski
Col. William L. Broomall, USAF (Ret)
Col. Peter J. Buley, USAF (Ret)
Col. James L. Butera, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Victor N. Cabas, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald L. Cappriotti, USAF (Ret)
Col. Harry B. Casterlin Jr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Charles L. Childs, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Alton W. Cockrell, USAF (Ret)
Col. William B. Colgan, USAF (Ret)
Col. Julius R. Conti, USAF (Ret)
Col. William H. Doyle, USAF (Ret)
Col. David L. Elam, USMC (Ret)
Col. Merle N. Fister, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Theodore M. Fite, USAF (Ret)
Col. A. Robert Fortney, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Philip H. Fryberger, USAF (Ret)
Col. Paul Gerblick, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harold W. Gilbert, USAF (Ret)
Col. John K. Giles, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Byfield D. Gordon, USAF (Ret)
CW4 Loyd M. Halliburton, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald F. Heran, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard M. Hirth, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Daniel P. Hites, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Ralph T. Holland, USAF (Ret)
LTC Jerry E. Holstad, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Bobby L. Hornaday, USAF (Ret)
LtGen John I. Hudson, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Col. Patrick V. Hughes, USAF (Ret)
Mr. David L. Ingham
Maj. Thomas W. Jamison, USAF (Ret)
Col. Arthur F. Jeffrey, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John H. Johannes, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert L. Jones, USAF (Ret)
Col. Whitcomb O. Jones, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert M. Keith, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Eugene H. Lehmann, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Lennon, USAF (Ret)

Col. Albert F. Litzler, USAF (Ret)
Col. Frederick S. Lockwood III, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Bernard A. McGaffigan, USAF (Ret)
Col. George W. McKenna, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael D. Mechsner, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Gerald F. Michaletz, USAFR (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Horace W. Miller, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Louis Nebel, USAF (Ret)
Col. Joseph R. Nevers, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Paul A. Nicholas, USAF
Col. Samuel S. Palmer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ross E. Peeler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jeff J. Piercy, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Robert B. Plowden, USAF (Ret)
Col. Claire W. Potter, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joseph C. Powell Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Jack A. Powers, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James A. Pryor, USAF (Ret)
LTJG Joe R. Quinn, USN (Ret)
Col. James B. Ramsey, USAF
Col. Walter R. Renfro, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Stanley A. Risin, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert D. Rossmeisl, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Thomas N. Saffold, USAF (Ret)
Col. Dale W. Scott, USAF (Ret)
LT Julian H. Scott, USNR (Ret)
Col. Littleton C. Selden, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Jack F. Shelby, ANG (Ret)
Col. Dwight E. Sullivan, USAF (Ret)
Col. John W. Swan, USAF (Ret)
Col. Thomas H. Thompson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William M. Thompson, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William Tuxhorn, USAF (Ret)
Col. Jack L. Van Loan, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Harold E. Vieau, USNR (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ralph W. Walker, USAF (Ret)
Ms. Sally M. Wallace
Col. William F. Weiger, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Robert D. White, USAF (Ret)
Col. Cyril E. Williams, USAF (Ret)
Col. Charles J. Wingert, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. William T. Woodyard, USAF (Ret)
Col. Douglas R. Young, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joseph A. Yovin, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald A. Zaike, USAF (Ret)

Background photo: http://jesus-e-meu-guia.tumblr.com/post/165126977888
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Daedalians Membership Application
Please share this application with a fellow aviator. We consider the recommendation of our members to be the best
recruiting tool. Don’t forget to include your name in the “referred” by block.

Contact Information
First Name ______________________ MI _____ Last Name __________________________
Mailing Address ________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ ZIPCode __________________
Email address ______________________________@____________________
Phone: (home) __________________________Primary (Cell) ___________________Primary
Personal Information
Birthdate _______________________ Callsign/Nickname __________________
Military Service Information
Rated Category _________________ Service ____________
Rank ____________ Retired

Yes

No

Aircraft Flown ________________________________________________________________
Do you prefer a paper copy of the Daedalus Flyer magazine?

Yes

No

Referred by: _____________________________________

Annual dues are $50 plus a one-time initiation fee of $50 (total $100). Checks made payable to
Daedalians should be mailed to PO Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249.
Direct any questions to membership@daedalians.org or call 210-945-2111. Headquarters offices are
open Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm or Friday 8 am to noon.
Version 2020.1 (daedapp_2019.docx)
Daedalian Foundation 55

56 Daedalus Flyer Spring 2020

