We count our members among
our blessings!

Happy Thanksgiving
from
Daedalian headquarters!
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VOTE FOR DAEDALIAN LEADERSHIP!
While you should have already received your paper ballot,
you have the option of voting online NOW! Just click HERE.
Please email us HERE if you've recently moved.

TOMORROW'S MILITARY AVIATORS
Your generosity allows these students to achieve their dreams of serving their country as
aviators. Each year the Daedalians present nearly $150,000 in scholarships to deserving
youth. We're able to do this because of your generous donations.

Cadet Nathaniel Posey, AFROTC
Senior, University of South Carolina
Major: Geographic Information Systems
Palmetto Flight 70
$1,584 Matching Scholarship
“Would like to fly F-22s for the U.S. Air Force,
serve 20 years, then go into the private sector
working on city planning and hazard mitigation.”

Cadet Hannah Parkin, AFROTC
Senior, University of South Carolina
Major: Geography
Palmetto Flight 70
$1,584 Matching Scholarship
“My goal is to commission as a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force in May 2020 as
a Combat Systems Officer. I would like to fly in
C-130s as a sensor operator or navigator.”

Cadet David Asbury, AFROTC
Senior, University of South Carolina
Major: Exercise Science
Palmetto Flight 70
$1,584 Matching Scholarship
“My career goal as of now is to complete pilot
training, finish the required years of service
and hopefully transition to a commercial airline
to continue flying.”
(Selected for U.S. Air Force pilot slot and will
enter pilot training upon graduation in May.)

We're proud to highlight these scholarship recipients who are pursuing careers
as military aviators. If you would like to offer them career advice or words of encouragement,
please email us at communications@daedalians.org .

New Member November is happening now!

Just because the month is nearly over
doesn't mean you can't still join in on New
M ember November!
When you recruit a new member, you’ll
earn a donation to the Daedalian
Foundation made in your name. The top 4
flights that recruit the most members will
win a $1,000 Spencer Scholarship.
New members who join before the end of
November will also have a donation made
in their name to the Daedalian Foundation.
Request your recruiting packet at
membership@daedalians.org or call
headquarters at 210-945-2111.

Junior ROTC: Inspiring the next generation

One way to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators is through the Daedalian JROTC medal,
representing outstanding citizenship and excellence in academics. If you live near a high
school with a JROTC Program, you can get involved and sponsor this award. You can
make a difference in these student’s lives by recognizing patriotism, love of country and
service to our nation. Other qualifications:
• Has indicated the potential and desire to pursue a military career.
• Ranks in the upper 10 percent of his or her JROTC class.
• Ranks in the upper 20 percent of his or her high school class
To learn more about how you can get involved, contact national headquarters at 210945-2111 or email info@daedalians.org

2019 Veterans Day
Retired Air Force Lt. Gen. Nicholas B.
Kehoe III, Daedalians National
Commander, attended the Veterans Day
ceremony at Riverside National Cemetery,
California, on Nov. 11. General Kehoe is
shown in the top photo with retired Air
Force Lt. Col. Robert J Donovan II, flight
captain of Hap Arnold Flight 30.

Daedalians benefit when you shop!
This holiday season (and all year-round), you can help the
Daedalians simply by shopping!
If you're already an Amazon shopper, sign in at
smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone
browser. Select "Daedalian Foundation" as your charity and
you're all set. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile,
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price to the Daedalian Foundation, ensuring that
we continue to inspire tomorrow's military aviators!
We receive approximately $500 annually through AmazonSmile -- you can help us
increase that amount!

'BACK IN THE DAY'

Retired U.S. Navy CDR Jerry Kuechmann is shown as a lieutenant commander receiving
a cake and congratulations from his commanding officer, CDR Dave Perault, after his
100th night carrier arrested landing. The photo was taken on the USS Hancock CVA-19
in January 1971 in the Gulf of Tonkin following a night combat BARCAP mission in an F8J.

Friendships among members of Order of Daedalians are widespread. Sometimes good
things happen. As a favor to one of our members, retired Air Force Lt. Col. Steve Wilson
flew into Oklahoma City from North Carolina to speak to Wiley Post Flight 46.
Colonel Wilson presented a great program about his year 1972 in Laos as a Raven FAC.
Flying Korean Era L-19/0-1 Bird Dogs, this was a covert assignment. He wore no uniform
nor carried any military identification during his six-month tour. The casualty rate among
Ravens was enormously high.
“Over a five-year period 165 pilots were Ravens. Thirty-two were killed in action.”

Colonel Wilson related how one pilot during his tour was shot down 10 times. He heaped
high praise on the very successful efforts of the search and rescue teams of Jolly
Greens and Sandy A-1 Skyraiders, who saved many lives.
Each Raven pilot had a Laotian Hmong Army spotter to coordinate with troops on the
ground. Colonel Wilson’s spotter was Capt. Yang Bee, a seasoned war veteran 10 years
his senior. Described as the “bravest person I have ever worked with,” they were only
shot down twice, a single week apart. Wilson survived his year in Southeast Asia intact.
Move ahead 44 years to 2016 when, with luck and a lot of hard work, Steve Wilson found
his long-lost friend, living in the United States. With the help of Yang Bee’s family, the two
were reunited. Yang Bee was much older, but like his combat brother, was also still
intact.
Friendships are indeed widespread but can often be closer than we think possible.
Sometimes good things happen.
--Submitted by Kent M cInnis, Wiley Post Flight 46

Do you have a photo of yourself from early in your career? Send it to
communications@daedalians.org, Attn: Back in the Day.

Daedalian recognized as FAA Master Pilot
Retired Air Force Col. Paul Anthony Curs (left) was recognized with The Wright Brothers
“Master Pilot” Award at a ceremony at Daedalian headquarters Oct. 23. The Federal
Aviation Administration issues this prestigious award to individuals who have exhibited
professionalism, skill, and aviation expertise for at least 50 years while piloting aircraft.
Daedalian Ryan Newman (right), FAA Safety Team Program Manager, presented the
award. The effective start date for the 50 years is the date of the nominee’s first solo
flight; Colonel Curs made his first solo on Sept. 15, 1969.

DAEDALIAN BULLETIN BOARD

We've got you on our calendar!
We now have a calendar on our website which
lists flight and Daedalian headquarters events
plus military reunions. The main calendar is
featured on the bottom left of the
daedalians.org landing page. There’s also a
link to events at the top of the Flight Listing
page.
Email us at communications@daedalians.org.
Include all pertinent event info, plus any
graphic art, images or attachments (registration
forms, etc.) We’ll take care of the rest. We even
have the capability now to feature a link to
Google Maps.
Events will be posted on a timely basis,
normally the same day we receive the requests.

Scholarship honors Daedalian
This month marked one year since Capt.
John F. S. Graziano died when his plane
crashed during a night training mission at
Laughlin AFB, Texas. His friends and
family have set up a scholarship in his
name, which will be presented to an
exceptional pilot candidate at his alma
mater, the University of Maryland’s
AFROTC Det. 330.
Please visit the website for more
information.

AVIATION HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS
Find the complete daily heritage calendar HERE.

Dec. 3, 1915
Navy Lt. j.g. Richard C. Saufley set a U.S. altitude record for hydroaeroplanes in AH-14 at 11,975 feet
over Pensacola, Florida, surpassing the pilot’s own record of 11,056 feet, which he had set only three
days before. The Aero Club of America awarded Saufley its Medal of Merit for “twice breaking the
American Hydroaeroplane altitude record in one year.” Saufley was Daedalian Founder Member
#13307.

Dec. 7, 1941
Japanese planes attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory, killing more than
2,300 Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was completely destroyed and the U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized. A
total of 12 ships sank or were beached in the attack and nine additional vessels were damaged. More
than 160 aircraft were destroyed and more than 150 others damaged. A hurried dispatch from the
ranking U.S. naval officer in Pearl Harbor, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, Commander in Chief of the
United States Pacific Fleet, provided the first official word of the attack at the ill-prepared Pearl Harbor
base. It said simply: AIR RAID ON PEARL HARBOR X THIS IS NOT DRILL.

Dec. 10, 1954
On a rocket-propelled sled run, Lt. Col. John P. Stapp attains 632 MPH (equal to Mach 1.7 at 35,000

feet) and decelerates to zero in 1.4 seconds. He experiences the greatest G-force ever endured by man
(40 Gs) in recorded tests. The test proved that humans could survive ejection from an aircraft at
supersonic speeds. Stapp, who retired as a colonel, was a Daedalian Life Member until his death in
1999.

Dec. 12, 1941
Maj. Gen. Herbert A. Dargue, a pioneer aviator, dies when his plane crashes into a Sierra Nevada
mountain side near Bishop, California. Find out about General Dargue, Daedalian Founder Member
#1738, HERE.

Dec. 14, 1972
Eugene Cernan of Apollo 17 became the last person to stand on the surface of the moon.

Dec. 15, 1964
The first U.S. Air Force gunship, the AC-47, enters combat in Vietnam.

Dec. 16, 1941
Lt. Boyd D. “Buzz” Wagner became the first U.S. ace of World War II after shooting down five enemy
aircraft in four days. He flew with the 17th Pursuit Squadron against the Japanese in the Philippines.

Dec. 20, 1941
Claire Chennault’s American Volunteer Group, the Flying Tigers, enters combat for the first time over
Kunming, China. At that point Chennault was a brigadier general in the Chinese Air Force; he was
recalled to active duty with the USAAF on April 15, 1942. Chennault was Daedalian Founder Member
#682.

Dec. 21, 1968
Astronauts Col. Frank Borman and Col. Bill Anders, U.S. Air Force, and Navy Capt. Jim Lovell flew the
Apollo VIII mission from Dec. 21-27, 1968. All three are Daedalian Life Members.

Dec. 22, 1964
Lockheed test pilot Robert J. “Bob” Gilliland made a solo first flight of the first SR-71A, 61-7950, at Air
Force Plant 42, Palmdale, California. The Blackbird flew higher than 45,000 feet and more than 1,000
miles per hour before landing at Edwards AFB, 22 miles northeast, to begin the flight test program.
Gilliland was a Daedalian Life Member. He died at age 93 on July 4, 2019. Learn more about him
HERE.

Dec. 24, 1955
NORAD tracks Santa for the first time in what will become an annual Christmas Eve tradition. Follow
Santa’s journey HERE.

Dec. 26, 1944
Maj. Thomas B. McGuire Jr., reached 38 aerial victories by shooting down four enemy planes. That total
makes him the second leading ace in World War II. He dies in combat 12 days later at the age of 24.
The Air Force named McGuire AFB, New Jersey, after the Medal of Honor recipient. To learn more about
him, go HERE.

Dec. 28, 1948
An arctic storm forced the crew of a C–47 Skytrain to land on the Greenland ice cap on Dec. 9, 1948,
stranding a crew of seven. Subsequent rescue attempts by a B–17 and a towed glider failed, stranding
five rescuers as well. On Dec. 28, Lt. Col. Emil Beaudry landed a ski-equipped Skytrain on the ice cap,
rescuing the 12 airmen and subsequently winning the Mackay Trophy.

Dec. 30, 1916
The Army established an aviation school just north of Hampton, Virginia. Renamed Langley Field in
1917, it is the oldest currently active U.S. Air Force base.

REUNIONS
We also feature reunions now on our new Daedalian Calendar! You can see the
calendar on the bottom left of our website home page at https://daedalians.org/, or you

can go directly to reunions HERE.

2020
USAF UPT Class 67-G Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief, Warlock, Boomer and Schatzi)
Jan. 21-23, 2020
Jacksonville, Florida
POC: Jimmy Brown
jimab@comcast.net or 904-635-9531
12th TFW Reunion
(Includes 12th TFW at MacDill AFB, Florida; Cam Ranh AB and Phu Cat AB, Vietnam; 12th FEW/SFW,
Bergstrom AFB, Texas (Korea) and all supporting units)
May 6-9, 2020
Dayton, Ohio
POC: E.J. Sherwood
EJ12TFW@cox.net or 480-396-4681
(A memorial dedication to the 12th TFW will occur during this event.)
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