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ABOVE: Retired Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, National
Commander (right) leads the attendees in singing
“Happy Birthday” to retired Col. Bill Stewart, who turned
100 April 7. RIGHT: Retired Lt. Col. Jim Maloney, vice
flight captain of Curtis E. LeMay Flight 16, shows the
Daedalian crest and gavel presented to him by
General Kehoe. Nearly all of the flight’s mementos
were lost during flooding in Nebraska in March.
Daedalian headquarters will send more items once
the flight finds a permanent meeting spot.
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ABOVE: Daedalians listen
to presentations at the
annual meeting April 26 at
the Parr Club at JBSARandolph, Texas.
L EFT: Retired Maj. Gen.
Jerry Allen, Foundation
Chairman, presents the
New Aviator Recruiting
Scholarship Award to
members of Possum Town
Flight 74, Columbus AFB,
Mississippi.

Daedalians gather for 2019 annual meeting
The 2019 annual meeting started with a Commander’s Reception the evening before and
was hosted by the staff at Daedalian Headquarters. Many out-of-town Daedalians, along
with local members, enjoyed the perfect weather, tasty food and great camaraderie.
The official meeting began Friday after an hour of introductions and networking over
coffee. General Kehoe kept the presenters on task and a great deal of information was
covered. Overall, the Order of Daedalians is growing its presence and working in a
direction that keeps us relevant to active services.
To review the annual meeting report, click HERE or visit the Daedalian website and look
for "Newsroom" in the navigation bar. For follow-up questions or a copy of the audits
performed on the Daedalian financials, please contact headquarters.
We appreciate everyone who attended our events and hope to see more Daedalians
here next year.
--Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director

TOMORROW'S MILITARY AVIATORS
Cadet Margaret S. Adams
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
$1,700 scholarship
Harley H. Pope Flight 48
“I have always yearned to serve my country. Last week, I found
out that I had been selected to be a pilot for the world’s greatest
Air Force! Words cannot express how it felt to know I was one
step closer to my dream. I have faith that serving my country will
provide me with the greatest amount of happiness. I am confident
that this feeling inside my heart is strong, and will only strengthen
with time.”

Cadet Nathaniel P. Briggs
University of Texas at Austin
$2,250 scholarship
Longhorn Flight 38
“My first goal is to become a pilot. Hopefully, I can become a
fighter pilot and serve for a full 20. During this, I am going to
strive for Weapons Systems School. After which, I would like to
become a politician and serve another 20 years to the public.”

Cadet Charles M. Eccher
Colorado State University
$2,500 scholarship
Mile High Flight 18
“I have been selected to be an Air Force pilot. My goals are to
constantly improve and work my way through the ranks by
making companions along the way; To learn from mistakes and
grow upon them so I can lead people better; and lastly, to stay
true to myself and adaptable to any situation active duty may
throw at me.”

Cadet Michael Reid
Central Washington University
$3,000 scholarship
Cascade Flight 22
Selected to attend Euro-NATO Jet Pilot Training in fall 2019
“I would like to serve in the USAF as an active duty officer for
20 years and then work for Alaska Airlines as a 737 captain. I
have wanted to fly my entire life and will continue to pursue my passion for as long as I
can.”

Cadet Cole Ronnau
University of Wyoming
$1,500 scholarship

Fort Warren Flight 54
Cadet Ronnau’s goal is to fly a C-130 or UH-60.

Cadet Cesar Rueda
University of California Riverside
$4,750 scholarship
Hap Arnold Flight 30
Cadet Rueda’s goal is to become an Air Force pilot and fly
fighters. “I want to become a premier leader of character for
tomorrow’s Air Force.”
We're proud to highlight these Daedalian Matching Scholarship recipients who are pursuing careers
as military aviators. If you would like to offer them career advice or words of encouragement,
please email us at communications@daedalians.org .

Big Give 2019
Thanks to the generosity of Daedalians and aviation enthusiasts, $38,055 was raised in
just 24 hours through Big Give 2019 on March 28. The money, which includes $1,000 in
prize awards, supports programs such as Daedalian Flying Training, scholarships and
JROTC medals.
This was the fifth year the greater San Antonio area held its one day of charitable giving.
Since Daedalian headquarters is part of the area, we were once again able to raise
money through this online donation portal and compete for prizes based on organization
size, amount of funding and number of donors.
Every donation makes a BIG difference in the lives of those we serve and is
appreciated. Thank you for your generous support and participation.

Daedalian headquarters hosted a cookout on March 28, the day of Big Give 2019. Several Daedalians
from the local area dropped by, plus we were honored to have some special guests join us. Several
Freedom Flyers – former POWs from the Vietnam War – were on base for their annual reunion and
stopped by for a visit. ABOVE: From left, retired Lt. Col. Charlie Baumann; retired Lt. Col. Jim Williams,
who made his Freedom Flight that day; retired Lt. Col. Mike Buck; and Will Hendrix. The Freedom Flyer
Program, which began in 1973, initially involved the retraining of former POWs to fly again as Air Force
pilots. Over the last 39 years, the 560th Flying Training Squadron has returned ex-POWs to the skies
on their freedom flight, ensuring their last flight in an Air Force aircraft would not be the one that ended
in their capture.

ABOVE LEFT: Retired Lt. Col. Tom "Hollywood" Hanton (in flight suit) visits with retired Lt. Col. Rocco
DeFelice (in sunglasses) and retired Col. Julius Jayroe, Freedom Flyer No. 82. ABOVE RIGHT: Retired
Capt. Tom Klomann and his wife get their lunch, while at far right, retired Col. Debbie Landry, Daedalus
Flyer editor, speaks with Lt. Col. Christopher Jackson, 560th Flying Training Squadron commander.
Both Colonel Hanton and Captain Klomann made their Freedom Flight March 28.

Hall of Fame induction
Retired Air Force Gen. Mark A. Welsh III chats with Dr. Bill Storm (center) and retired Air Force Lt. Col.
Bill Ercoline, Stinsons Flight vice flight captain, at the 2019 San Antonio Aviation and Aerospace Hall of
Fame Awards Dinner April 4. General Welsh, the 20th Air Force Chief of Staff, was one of the 2019 Hall
of Fame inductees, along with Earl and Tom Slick, and retired Air Force Lt. Col. Francis R. “Dick”
Scobee.

'BACK IN THE DAY'

Retired Air Force Col. James Shelton is shown

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Tom Rodgers is shown

as a major after an SR-71 Blackbird flight over
North Vietnam. The photo was taken at Kadena
AB, Japan, in May 1969.

as a first lieutenant serving with the 428th
TFS/474th TFW at Takhli Royal Thai Air Base
flying F-111As in January 1973.

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Park Waldrop is shown in an F-4C with the 68th TFS at Ubon AB, Thailand, in
November 1965.

Do you have a photo of yourself from early in your career? Send it to
communications@daedalians.org, Attn: Back in the Day.

UPDATE: What is this?
We received several replies last month in answer to our "What is this?" question from Daedalian Louis
Seldon. Here they are, in no particular order. Let us know who you agree with, or if you have another
answer, email us at communications@Daedalians.org.
1.What is shown in the picture is a REST computer which stands for RANGE, ENDURANCE, SPEED,
and TIME. It was used to compute and plan your flight before we had all these fancy electronic gadgets
which tell you everything except what’s for lunch. It may even tell you that now. I don’t know if they even
make them any more since everything seems to be automated now.They did come in handy for flight
planning and for use in flight. They got me where I wanted to go for many years.

Chuck Klusmann
2.I’m not certain, but it at least looks similar to the Navy equivalent of the A.F. “whiz wheel.” Perhaps a
naval aviator can confirm.
Cheers, Roger Wiles
3.The photos that Daedalian Louis Seldon sent in were of a Gilson Binary circular slide rule. The front
side had two cursors used in mathematical equations, millimeter to inches conversions, and a drill
and thread scale. The back side had a single cursor used for sin and tan calculations as well as
fraction to decimal conversions.
Daedalian Mark Hunter
Retired USAF
4.Regarding the photo of the circular “it’s not an E6B” device … I think Mr. Seldon’s suggestion re the
“...calculation of weight and balance" is correct. I can’t swear to it, but my first assignment out of UPT
was as a lieutenant flying the C-7A Caribou out of Danang, RVN. The item in the photo looks
suspiciously like the whiz-wheel we used to determine the ideal placement of our cargo of grunts,
cows, cement mix, fuzed mortars, etc. That’s my best shot…and I look forward to reading the correct
answer.
Lee Shelton, Col, USAF, Retired
Shangri-La Flight 21
5.It was a jet pilot (fighter) sized navigation computer used just like the E-6B, but miniaturized for the
fighter cockpit before the mini-E-6B was made available. Theoretically, it could be used by one hand.
George R. Partridge, Lt Col, USAF, Retired

DAEDALIAN BULLETIN BOARD
Is your Daedalian Flight Manual current?
The Daedalian Flight Manual went through some
extensive revisions and editing this year. Please ensure
that your copy is dated 1 March 2019.
Does your flight recognize ALL the rated membership
categories in its flight documents?
You can find the 2019 Flight Manual on our website
under Flights/Important Documents, or through this
LINK.

Virtual Flight
The Virtual Flight isn't just for Daedalians who don't live near a flight -- it's for everyone!
Try your hand at aviation-related quizzes, check out photos and learn more about our
Daedalian heritage. Check it out today -- just click HERE.

AVIATION HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS
Find the complete daily heritage calendar HERE.

May 2, 1977
First Lt. Christine E. Schott became the first woman in the Air Force Undergraduate Pilot Training
Program to solo in the Northrop T-38A Talon at Williams AFB, Arizona. She was a member of Class 77-

08, which entered on Sept. 19, 1976. As a captain, Schott would later be the first woman in the Air Force
to qualify and serve as an aircraft commander on the C-9A Nightingale medical transport.
May 4, 1968
Retired Air Force Gen. Carl Spaatz received the Thomas D. White National Defense Award for 1968.
Spaatz, nicknamed “Tooey,” was the first Air Force chief of staff, serving from September 1947 through
April 1948. He was Daedalian Founder Member #309.
May 6, 1914
A Curtiss AH–3 hydroairplane, flown by Lt. P. N. L. Bellinger and Lt. R. C. Saufley of the Navy in a
reconnaissance mission over Mexican positions near Vera Cruz, became the first U.S. airplane hit by
hostile ground fire. Bellinger was Daedalian Founder Member #2101. Saufley was #13307.
May 10, 1911
Lt. George Kelly becomes the first Army pilot to die in an airplane. He crashed to avoid striking
encamped soldiers. While Lt. Thomas Selfridge died earlier (Sept. 17, 1908), he was flying as an
observer, not as a pilot. Selfridge was the first person, and the first active duty person, to die in an
aircraft crash. Kelly was Daedalian Founder Member #575, and Selfridge was #544.
May 13, 1916
The Lafayette Escadrille fly French Nieuport 11s on their first patrol over Mulhouse on the Verdun Front,
led by Cpl. Kiffin Rockwell. Five days later, Rockwell attacked and shot down a German aircraft, a twoman observational plane, over the Alsace battlefield despite having troubles with the motor. Thus, he
became the first American pilot to shoot down an enemy plane during World War I. For this action he
was awarded the Médaille militaire and the Croix de guerre. On Sept. 23, 1916, during a fight with a
German two-man reconnaissance plane, Rockwell was shot through the chest by an explosive bullet
and killed instantly. He became the second American airman to die in combat in France, and was
buried with military honors.
May 14, 1908
Charles Furnas became the first airplane passenger when he rode aboard an aircraft flown by Wilbur
Wright at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.
May 18, 1953
On his last day of combat, Capt. Joseph C. McConnell, Jr., a fighter pilot with the 39th FighterInterceptor Squadron, flew 2 sorties in which he shot down 3 enemy MiG-15 fighters, bringing his total
to 16 aerial victories. He was credited with damaging 5 more enemy aircraft. McConnell was the
leading American ace of the Korean War. He had scored all of his victories between Jan. 14 and May
18, 1953. For his actions on this date, Captain McConnell was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross.
May 20, 1967
Col. Robin Olds, commanding officer of the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing based at Ubon Rachitani Royal
Thai Air Force Base, and Weapons System Officer 1st Lt. Stephen B. Croker, destroyed two Vietnam
People’s Air Force MiG-17 fighters with AIM-7 Sparrow radar-guided and AIM-9 Sidewinder heatseeking air-to-air missiles while flying an F-4C-24-MC Phantom II, serial number 64-0829, named
SCAT XXVII. In the book, “Aces and Aerial Victories: The United States Air Force in Southeast Asia
1965-1973,” Olds termed the events of May 20 “quite a remarkable air battle.” According to his account:
“F-105s were bombing along the northeast railroad; we were in escort position, coming in from the
Gulf of Tonkin. We just cleared the last of the low hills lying north of Haiphong, in an east-west
direction, when about 10 or 12 MiG-17s came in low from the left and, I believe, from the right. They
tried to attack the F-105s before they got to the target.” Click HERE to read more about this event.
May 21, 1927
After a flight of 33 hours, 30 minutes, 30 seconds, from Roosevelt Field, Long Island, New York,
Charles A. Lindbergh lands his Spirit of St. Louis at Le Bourget Aerodrome, Paris, France, at 10:22
p.m. (20:22 GMT). He is the first pilot to fly solo, non-stop, across the Atlantic Ocean.
May 22, 1912
First Lt. Alfred A. Cunningham, USMC, the first Marine Corps officer assigned to flight instruction and
afterward designated Naval Aviator No. 5, reported to the superintendent of the Naval Academy for “duty
in connection with aviation.” Cunningham subsequently detached to the Burgess Co., at Marblehead,
Massachusetts, for flight instruction. This date is recognized as the birthday of Marine Corps aviation.
Cunningham was Daedalian Founder Member #4134.

May 28, 1980
The U.S. Air Force Academy graduates its first female cadets. Ninety-seven women are commissioned
as second lieutenants.
May 29, 1953
Strategic Air Command receives its first KC–97G Stratofreighter, a flying boom-type tanker that could
dispense 8,513 gallons of aviation gasoline. Unlike previous models, the KC-97G could haul cargo
without reconfiguration or carry 96 troops or heavy equipment without modification.

REUNIONS
41st MAS/ALS
May 9-11, 2019
Charleston AFB, South Carolina
POC: John Mentavlos
843-337-0515 or johnmentavlos@att.net
USAF UPT Class 70-07 50th Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief and Schatzi flights)
Sept. 5-7, 2019
Dubuque, Iowa
POC: Steve Hardie
sfhardie62@gmail.com
563-556-8982
Distinguished Flying Cross Society Biennial Reunion
Sept. 15-19, 2019
Dayton/Fairborn, Ohio
POC: Warren Eastman
http://www.dfcsociety.net/
weastman@dfcsociety.org or 760-985-2810
Moody AFB Class 70-01 50th Reunion
Sept. 19-22, 2019
Dayton, Ohio
POC: Tim Ayres
936-443-6548 or timrayres@consolidated.org
Webb AFB UPT Class 68A 52nd Year Reunion
Oct. 17-20, 2019
W ashington, D.C.
POC: Lou Hari
301-757-7031 or louis.hari@wyle.com
USAF UPT Class 67-G Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief, Warlock, Boomer and Schatzi)
Jan. 21-23, 2020
Jacksonville, Florida
POC: Jimmy Brown
jimab@comcast.net or 904-635-9531
12th TFW Reunion
(Includes 12th TFW at MacDill AFB, Florida; Cam Ranh AB and Phu Cat AB, Vietnam; 12th FEW/SFW,
Bergstrom AFB, Texas (Korea) and all supporting units)
May 6-9, 2020
Dayton, Ohio
POC: E.J. Sherwood
EJ12TFW@cox.net or 480-396-4681
(A memorial dedication to the 12th TFW will occur during this event.)
AC-119 Gunship Reunion XX

Sept. 3-10, 2019
Salt Lake City, Utah
Shadows & Stingers; Air Crew, Ground Crew and Support Crew; 71st, 17th & 18th SOS; and the
maintenance support squadrons. Also AC-47 Puffs the Magic Dragon folks.
Friends & Families, as well as anyone whose bacon we saved, are welcome.
POC: Chuck Williams
https://www.ac119gunships.com/reunion/
chuckhole@earthlink.net or 703-624-6995
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