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Daedalian Annual Membership Meeting
Friday, April 26, 2019
Parr O'Club Ballroom, Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas
The meet and greet begins at 8:30 a.m. and the meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will
be provided after the meeting. All are invited to attend; each flight that has
representation will receive a stipend. To RSVP or ask questions, please email
info@daedalians.org.

TOMORROW'S MILITARY AVIATORS
We're proud to highlight these Daedalian Matching Scholarship recipients who are pursuing careers
as military aviators. If you would like to offer them career advice or words of encouragement,
please email us at communications@daedalians.org .

Midshipman David Carris
University of Oklahoma
$2,200 scholarship
Wiley Post Flight 46
“My goal is to become a winged Naval Aviator, and a
weapons and tactics instructor in whatever platform I am
selected for.”
Cadet Gabriel Lunsford
University of Oklahoma
$1,800 scholarship
Wiley Post Flight 46
“I intend to use my degree to make myself a better pilot
for the Air Force. Since high school I’ve had a desire to
serve my country and a love of flying. My dream has been
to fly for the Air Force.”
Midshipman Matthew Mah
University of Illinois
$2,000 scholarship

“I intend to commission as an ensign in the U.S. Navy,
become a qualified Naval Flight Officer, then after the
military go work in industry.”

Cadet Jason Myers
University of Oklahoma
$2,000 scholarship
Wiley Post Flight 46
"After graduation, I would like to be a pilot for the U.S. Air
Force. My overall goal is to complete a 20-plus year
military career with the Air Force. I want to serve the
country that has given me so many opportunities to
succeed.”
Midshipman Alexander Nykaza
The Ohio State University
$2,000 scholarship
Career goals: “Naval Aviator, interest in flying
jets/helicopters.”

Remembering the first military flight

Stinsons Flight 2 and the 502nd Air Base Wing held a wreath-laying ceremony March 1
at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. The ceremony commemorated the first military
flight, which took place on March 2, 1910, at Fort Sam Houston’s MacArthur Parade
Field. The pilot was Lt. Benjamin Foulois, Daedalian Founder Member #321. ABOVE:
Officials render a salute after placing a wreath at the Foulois Memorial. Facing the
memorial are, from left, Air Force Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, Army Col. Samuel E. Foil and Army
Col. Peter Velesky. BELOW: Aviators gather for a group photo after the ceremony.

DAEDALIAN HERITAGE

We received these photos and a note from
Lt. Col. Dan Hingley, an F-35 pilot.
“My granddad is Col. Bill E. Myers (Ret.)
and he recently passed away in November
2018 at the age of 99.5. He started in the
Army Air Corps and flew combat in WWII,
Korea and Vietnam, and was qualified in
27 different aircraft to include the P-47, P51, F-80, F-86, F-100, F-101, F-106, F-4,
etc. He was an incredible man and he
inspired me to join the Air Force to
become a fighter pilot. I have followed in
his footsteps and have flown the F-15C, F22, and currently the F-35. I like these
series of cockpit pictures of the P-47, F100, and F-22 that show the combined
evolution of aviation as well as the lineage
of aviation that resides within so many
families. He'll be missed.”
The photo of Colonel Hingley and his
grandfather was taken in April 2018.

Do you have a photo that spans generations of military heritage? Send it to
communications@daedalians.org, Attn: Heritage Photo.

'BACK IN THE DAY'

Retired Air Force Col. Dale “Boots” Hill
sent in these two photos of his “bookend”
flying assignments in the Air Force.
ABOVE: “My first flying assignment, and
the first airplane with my name on
it. Immediately after graduating from UPT, I
was an OV-10 pilot in Southeast Asia, call
sign “Nail 49” with the 23rd Tactical Air
Support Squadron. The wing was the 56th
Special Operations Wing.” LEFT: “My last
flying assignment, and the last airplane
with my name on it. I was commander of
the 61st Squadron at MacDill, call sign
“Top Dawg.” Once again, the wing was the
56th, but it had been redesignated as the
56th Fighter Wing."

Do you have a photo of yourself from early in your career? Send it to
communications@daedalians.org, Attn: Back in the Day.

What is this?
Daedalian Louis Seldon sent us these photos and wrote: “It looks like a flight nav wheel
but it’s not like the E-6B or CR wheels I used. I’m thinking it’s for weight and balance
computations? I’m wondering if any Daedalians know what it is?”
If you have an answer, email us at communications@daedalians.org, Attn: What is
this?

DAEDALIAN BULLETIN BOARD

Pledge now for
The Big Give March 28!
The Daedalian Foundation is a charitable organization committed to the future of
military aviation. Help us continue to honor the rich heritage of our Founder Members
by participating in this year's Big Give on March 28, 2019.
If you pledge now, we'll input your donation during the giving hour of 4-6 p.m.
We receive prize money if we have the most donors in that timeframe!

Click HERE to pledge!
The Daedalians recently earned an All Star

2018 badge from Constant Contact, the
software program we use to create our email
marketing tools such as Aviator, Airpower Blog
Update and messages to our members.
The company recognizes the top 10 percent
of its customers for their marketing success,
which is based on: communicating regularly
with our audience, a high average open and
click-through rate, and a low bounce rate. This
is the fifth year in a row that the Daedalians
have been recognized for this achievement.
Thank you for your support in making that
happen!

New Memorial Award and Scholarship
The Capt. John F. S. Graziano Memorial Award and Scholarship has been established in
his memory through the Daedalian Foundation by his friends, family and comrades in
arms. Captain Graziano died when his plane crashed during a night training mission at
Laughlin Air Force Base, Del Rio, Texas, on Nov. 13, 2018.
Click HERE to learn more about Captain Graziano's life and to donate to the scholarship
fund in his name.

AVIATION HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS
Find the complete daily heritage calendar HERE.

April 1, 1916
Second Lt. Charles E. Sugden, Daedalian Founder Member #9611, and Third Lt. Elmer F. Stone,
#3473, received orders to attend aviation training at Pensacola Naval Air Station, Florida. This date is
considered to be the birthday of Coast Guard Aviation.
April 4, 1977
The Coast Guard designated its first female aviator, Janna Lambine. She was Coast Guard Aviator
#1812.

April 6, 1917
The day after an overwhelming majority in the Senate (82-6) votes for war, President Wilson signs the
declaration on April 6, 1917. The United States quickly puts the entire country on the road to war. Going
from a standing army of 133,000 men with almost no heavy artillery pieces, millions of men are
inducted into the armed forces over the next two years and given basic combat training.
April 10, 1919
The Victory Loan Flying Circus, a barnstorming group of World War I pilots using WWI combat aircraft,
toured the United States from April 10 to May 10, 1919. The circus was composed of three flights, with
each flight consisting of 15 pilots and various airplanes. Performances were given in 88 cities and 45
states. A total of 1,275 flights were made, 368 civilians were taken as passengers and 19,124 miles
were flown.
April 13, 1960
Maj. Robert M. White made the first flight of an X-15 by an Air Force test pilot on April 13, 1960. Carried
aloft by a Boeing NB-52A Stratofortress, serial number 52-003, the first of three X-15 hypersonic
research aircraft, 56-6670, was airdropped at 0915 above Rosamond Dry Lake. Major White ignited the
two Reaction Motors XLR-11 rocket engines and with a burn time of 4 minutes, 13.7 seconds, the X-15
accelerated to Mach 1.9 (1,254 miles per hour/2,018 kilometers per hour) and reached 48,000 feet
(14,630 meters). Both numbers were slightly short of the planned Mach 2.0 (1,320 miles per
hour/2,124 kilometers per hour) and 50,000 feet (15,240 meters). Read more about the story HERE.
White, who would retire as a major general, was a Daedalian.
April 14, 1918
Lt. Douglas Campbell, 94th Aero Squadron, flying a Nieuport 28, scores the first victory of an Americantrained pilot, shooting down an Albatros on April 4, 1918. Campbell was Daedalian Founder Member
#1825.
April 18, 1942
Four months after Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, 16 B-25 bombers took off from the deck of
the USS Hornet aircraft carrier in a spectacular low-level attack against Tokyo and other Japanese
targets. The Doolittle Raid was named after its legendary leader, Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle, who led
80 volunteers on this dangerous mission. The Doolittle Raid provided a much-needed morale boost to
the nation and proved to the Japanese that their country was vulnerable to American attacks. The last
remaining Doolittle Raider is Lt. Col. Richard Cole, Doolittle’s co-pilot and Daedalian Life Member.
April 19, 1967
For his actions on April 19, 1967, Maj. Leo K. Thorsness earned the Medal of Honor for protecting a
mission to rescue downed airmen in North Vietnamese territory. Flying an F–105 Thunderchief critically
low on fuel, Major Thorsness shot down one MiG–17, damaged another, and drove off three more.
Despite his urgent need for fuel, Major Thorsness elected to recover at a forward operating base,
allowing another aircraft in emergency condition to refuel from an aerial tanker. Shortly after this
incident, Thorsness was shot down, captured, and held prisoner until his release on March 4, 1973.
He passed away on May 2, 2017, and is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
April 22, 1961
Jackie Cochran set 18 Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) records in one day flying a
Lockheed L-1329 JetStar, named The Scarlett O’Hara. The route of her flight was New Orleans–
Boston–Gander–Shannon–London–Paris–Bonn, with refueling stops at Gander and Shannon.
According to the U.S. Centennial of Flight Commission, Jackie Cochran “…set more speed and
altitude records than any other pilot.” To view the records, visit HERE.
April 23, 1918
Lt. Paul Baer shoots down his fifth aircraft on April 23, 1918, becoming the first ace of the American
Expeditionary Force. He goes on to achieve nine confirmed victories with another seven unconfirmed.
He is shot down on the day of his last victory and ends the war as a prisoner. Baer was Daedalian
Founder Member #801.
April 24, 1943
The first class of the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, Class 43-1, graduated from the four-month flight
training program and earned their wings as U.S. Army pilots on April 24, 1943. The class entered with
38 trainees and 24 graduated. Each woman had a civil pilot’s license and at least 200 hours of flight
time. Over 25,000 women applied and approximately 1,900 were accepted. By the end of the war, 1,074
WASPs had graduated.

REUNIONS
F-106 All Troops Reunion
April 3-7, 2019
Tucson, Arizona
POC: Bob Kwiecinski
bobski9933@aol.com
https://www.f-106deltadart.com/
41st M AS/ALS
May 9-11, 2019
Charleston AFB, South Carolina
POC: John Mentavlos
843-337-0515 or johnmentavlos@att.net
USAF UPT Class 70-07 50th Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief and Schatzi flights)
Sept. 5-7, 2019
Dubuque, Iowa
POC: Steve Hardie
sfhardie62@gmail.com
563-556-8982
Distinguished Flying Cross Society Biennial Reunion
Sept. 15-19, 2019
Dayton/Fairborn, Ohio
POC: Warren Eastman
http://www.dfcsociety.net/
weastman@dfcsociety.org or 760-985-2810
M oody AFB Class 70-01 50th Reunion
Sept. 19-22, 2019
Dayton, Ohio
POC: Tim Ayres
936-443-6548 or timrayres@consolidated.org
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